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TREE OF LOVE  

The Outreach Committee has set up the Tree of Love with much gratitude 

for your past loving actions.  

The Tree of Love will be in the Narthex from November 18th through      

December 13th.  Each paper ornament on the tree contains a gift request.  

Please take one or more ornaments from the tree, purchase the item and    

return the ornament and gift item to the 

church by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday,         

December 13th.  Please wrap your gift 

(or use a gift bag) and tape the           

ornament to the gift.  If your ornament 

request is a gift certificate, please place 

the gift card with the ornament taped to it 

in the box at the base of the tree.  Your 

generous gift donations are for families 

with limited financial resources who    

attend the FPC Child Care Center.  The  

Outreach Committee thanks you in       

advance for your generosity! 
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PASTOR LEANNE'S MESSAGE...  

The Spirit of Giving... 

I know the phrase, ñthe Spirit of Givingò is clich® ï especially around this time of year when everyone and   

everything, from TV sitcoms to perfume commercials use the phrase for increased marketability and  popular 

appealé 

 é but I just had a chance encounter with someone whose family were among the Thanksgiving dinner 

hosted by First Presbyterian Church, and the ñSpirit of Givingò is the phrase that is stuck in my mind.   

 This personôs eye lit up, describing the delicious food, the meaningful place to share Thanksgiving, the 

kindness and open friendliness of the servers, the greeters who met them at the door when they arrived.  It is the 

third such conversation I had had since Thanksgiving, not to mention the sparkle in the eye of those who       

volunteered.  I admit, I am deeply moved by the testimonies of careé and canôt help but think that each         

experience of care is another step up on the ladder of Godôs grace that ends up leading to a transformed life.  

I can spend a whole day planning a worship service, or going over committee functions or thinking about 

banners and parking places, liturgy and thumb-drives for upcoming events ï that goes with the territory.  But 

none of those activities include words that ever crossed Jesusôs lips.  That is why it is infinitely more satisfying 

to be part of a ministry that is in direct compliance with the commands of Christ, ñfeed hungry, give drink to the 

thirsty, clothe the naked, take in the stranger, visit those in prison, care for the sick.ò  Doing things in Christôs 

spirit of generous giving connects us to very words of the Savior; there is no more sure way to feel the meaning 

of our Christian journey than hands-on hope.  There is also no more perfect way to be ñchurchò ï than to gather 

together knowing we have said yes to Christ, and followed through, then to worship, truly worship the One 

whoôs will we have done. 

This time of year, we talk a lot about the ñspirit of givingò but when obedience is so direct, the church 

can say with confidence that they truly understand that Spirit.  It is the Spirit of Christ, who in infinite mercy 

flows through us like a river, liberally watering our dry places - and with its flow, removing the refuse of self-

protective withholding.  In giving, we know that the Spirit is infinite, without the limitation of resources, that 

grace abounds and cannot be quelled, and that God is at work in us through us and around us.  One truly cannot 

understand the force of a riverôs current until one has tried standing in ité and one cannot understand the Spirit 

of giving until we have engaged in its flow and found it powerful. 

Soé let this be a blessed season, where in each one of us joins the direct forces of Jesus Christ by doing 

his words and where, by moving in the Spirit, we encounter what is the height, depth and width of the amazing 

love of God.  As Ephesians states, ñI pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power 

through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, 

being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lordôs holy people, to grasp how 

wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledgeðthat you 

may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.   

 

Leanne  


