Have you ever been on the fringe?  


Close enough so you know what is going on, 


but not far enough in to be able to participate in everything?  

You get invited to the occasional gathering, 


but when you get there 


you quickly realize everyone else has a closer connection with each other 



than they have with you.  


You met the standards for this party, 



but you realize everyone else works together, 



or took a trip together, 



or is related.


You are there as an outsider.  

When these situations arise, 


our instinct is to either push our way in 


or to withdraw 



and never return.  

Even if we just stick it out, 


we know we are not really part of this social group 



and thank the host for inviting us 



and make the best of the situation.

As a person who is often on the fringe, 


this passage spoke to me.

In my multiple readings over the years, 


I never before connected all the dots on how on the fringe these two men were.  For Simon's story, 


it is actually a whole people group that were on the fringe 

and in the end, 


it appears that Simon still may not be all the way in.  

The Samaritans 

and the Ethiopian Eunuch are Jews by broad definition, 


but they were not fully Jewish.  



At least according to the Jerusalem Temple customs.

Our story today tells how they became a full part of God's family finally.

For the Samaritans, 


it is an interesting story, 


or I should say stories, 



because there are two versions to it.  

The Jerusalem version says that 


Samaritans were the ones who were left behind after the Assyrian invasion.  


They intermarried with those who were in the land, 



and changed some of the key aspects of the faith 




due to the destruction of the temple.  



Key points being moving the temple from Jerusalem to Mt. Gerazim 



and only recognizing the Pentatuech, 




the first five books of scripture, 





and a drastically different book of Joshua.  

If you were to ask the Samaritans how the story goes, 


they were the original people of the Exodus, 



with Moses receiving the commandments on Mt. Gerazim 



and they were waiting for the Talub, 




the one like Moses to come again.  




Using the text from Deuteronomy 18:15 that we heard last week.  

The Jews in Jerusalem were the real half breeds, 


as they obviously have been judged by God with the two exiles 


and are on their second temple.  

So that should make more sense of Jesus' interaction with the Samaritan woman 


and the questions of where the proper place to worship is.

Philip is led by the Holy Spirit to Samaria, 


partially in fulfillment of Jesus' proclamation.  



“To Samaria and the ends of the earth.”  

Samaria is one of the fringe groups of Judaism, 


so Luke is showing God is covering all the outliers 



before transitioning on to the Gentiles.  

As we hear Philip preach, 


we hear at first interest, 

but it is not until Simon is introduced 


that we hear that they were baptized, 



including Simon.  


This would mean that they belong to Jesus' way.  

Verse 14 needs to be heard clearly.  


The apostles heard that the Samaritan's had accepted the word of God, 



so they sent Peter and John.  


That is why they were sent.  

Upon arriving, 


they lay hands on them 


and they receive the Spirit.  

A great question is why in this sequence?  


If we are keeping track of how Spirit and baptism happen, 



this is the third different way.  




There is baptism first, 





then Holy Spirit; 




both at the same time; 




and there Holy Spirit coming, 





and then being baptized.  


So we need to understand that it is God's gift to give 



and God is in control.  


It is not dependent on us doing the right sequence.  

A better thing to focus in on, 


is asking why God withholds the Holy Spirit until Peter and John get there?  

Philip did not do anything wrong.  


Rather in this circumstance, 



the Spirit was witnessing to the Apostles 



that the Samaritan's are part of the family.

Remember our fringe position?  


The best way to be brought fully in, 



is by doing something that everyone else has done, 



witnessed by the leaders of the group,




by the chief authorities.   


Peter and John see that God is moving in Samaria 



and leave there reaching out in other towns of Samaria along the way.

Before they head that way, 


there is the incident with Simon.  

Our NIV translation of what Simon did 


does him no favors.  

When we say sorcery and magic, 


especially on Halloween, 



we tend to think of potions and spells.






Eye of newt mixed with spider hair.  

The root word is the same as for the Magi that see Jesus at his birth.  


The spectrum of what this word can mean is broad, 



but there are some connections that can be made.  

As I said earlier, 


the Samaritan's were not waiting for the Jewish Messiah, 


but rather the Talub, 



the prophet like Moses, 



or Moses himself returned.  

He was one on whom God's power would rest, 


as it did with Moses.  

It is quite possible that Simon was viewed by the people 


as one on whom the ability of Moses rested.  

Which makes his willingness to give this honor up all the more astounding.  


Showing that what Philip was doing 



caught even Simon's attention as something different.

So the question is, 


what did Simon do wrong to get such an earful from Peter?  

Depending on how Simon had come about his previous powers, 


it is probably not a stretch 



to think that he may have paid for some of the knowledge, 



or at least the scrolls that told him how to do them.  

Nonetheless, 


the offer to buy the power to dispense the Holy Spirit 



is to miss the point about the Holy Spirit.


This is not the first or last time we will hear about money.  



The Eunuch is the keeper of a nation's money.  



Judas began Acts with taking money, 



then Joseph Barnabas selling on a good note, 



Ananias and Sapphira dying with their wrong use, 



even the beggar was asking for money when he was healed 




leading to the Apostles in jail.  

All of these stories show 


that our use of possessions 



symbolizes the disposition of a person's heart. 

 The old updated saying, 


you want to see what a person believes, 


look at their credit card statement 



rings true again.

Now we never know for sure what happened to Simon.  


Did he get the Holy Spirit eventually or not?  

What we do know, 


is that the Spirit was not for sale.  

And while he does ask Peter to pray for him, 


he is yet to repent of his desire to control God's gift.  

But as we discussed in Monday's study, 


when the Holy Spirit came into each of our lives, 



there was plenty of work for the Spirit to do 



and plenty still remains.  

If our hearts are bitter and captive to sin, 


even if we have the Spirit, 



where can it do the work it needs to?  

Peter's challenge 


is one that will lead to life for Simon 



if he follows it.  


It will also lead to life for any of us 



who think that we can buy 



or earn God's presence in our life.  


It is God's gift that is freely given 



as God sees fit.


God's desire is for all to be part of his family.  


Simon, 



like you and I, 



fellow Saints and Sinners,




needs to repent.

Philip's next stop


runs into a different sort of fringe character.  

In doing so, 


he is actually fulfilling the next step in the plan after Samaria, 


“the ends of the earth.”  

From our Eurocentric point of view, 


Rome or Spain were the ends of the earth.  

But from a Roman perspective, 


Ethiopia 


or Cush in some translations,



was the ends of the known earth at that time.  


It was beyond the reaches of the Roman empire.  


Candace was Queen and her wealth and power had yet to be overcome.  

Word of Yahweh had invaded her empire though, 


and had conquered at least this man 



that Philip is led to out in the desert.  

There are a couple of hiccups that make him unable to be fully converted to Judaism.  


Being an Ethiopian 



means he did not come to the faith through birthright.  


But there are other ways for an outsider to come in, 



through being a proselyte.  




You can convert, 




get circumcised, 




and then be let into the court of the men.  

Being an Ethiopian Eunuch however, 


means that everything was removed from his body, 



leaving nothing to circumcise.  


So the process can not be completed.  

Yahweh has captured his heart nonetheless.  


He is reading through the scrolls.  


He has traveled thousands of miles through barren desert terrain, 



only to find he doesn't really belong 



and there is nothing he can seemingly do to change that.




Even with the queen's full treasury at his disposal.

We find him reading Isaiah nonetheless.  


Still searching after this God.  

Where he is at in Isaiah 53 is a Holy Spirit appointed place, 


as telling about who Jesus was 


and how he fulfills this scripture is a walk in the park,



I encourage you to try it tonight.  

For the Eunuch to not know who Isaiah is referencing is also understandable, 


as Isaiah, 


Israel, 


and a suffering Servant all are named under this title in Isaiah.  

The reason that church history has this eunuch going back to Ethiopia 


and proclaiming the good news of Jesus


and converting large swaths of that empire, 



appears a couple chapters later in Isaiah 56:3-5, 


where this Eunuch, 



who is a dry tree that Isaiah speaks of 




and that was reconfirmed in Jerusalem 





where family, 





children, 





and circumcision were emphasized, 


hears the call of  Jesus saying, 


“To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, 




who choose the things that please me 




and hold fast my covenant, 



I will give in my house 



and within my walls a monument 




and a name better than sons and daughters; 



I will give them an everlasting name that shall not be cut off.”  

This God Fearer 


is told that he is no longer on the fringe, 



but has a full part in God's promise,



in God's family, 




even if his body says otherwise.
Which leaves us to ask, 


what holds people back from sharing the gospel with people?  

Way too often, 


it is their physical appearance 


or their physical habits.  

God doesn't let that stop Philip from bringing new life to the Eunuch from Ethiopia.  

The only place we hear the Spirit having issues 


is with the condition of our hearts.  

We can be on the fringe for a multitude of reasons.  


None of them will keep God from inviting us in 



if our hearts our open to God 



and God's leading.  

If there is an issue with our hearts, 


God will get to work on addressing that from the start, 



as he did with Simon.  

In the end, 


the good news  for those of us who don't always feel like we fit in is,

it does not matter what your background is.  

It matters if you were ready to have a relationship with a person.  


If your heart is ready to accept Jesus. 

If so,


the Spirit can take care of the rest.  

God intended to take care of the rest from the beginning, 


as his word in Isaiah illustrated.  

We live in a world with millions on the fringe, 


believing in a higher power or God.  

But they don't have a relationship.  


May we be like Philip 


and be willing to invite them to know Jesus, 



in whatever way they offer us.
