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Tapestry Avenue News
Te audire no possum. Musa sapientum fixa est in aure

Let’s Get This Together
Sometimes you just need to start something....
grew to the point that it allowed 6 neighbors to
purchase and share a $1000 utility trailer. There are
also financial advantages to working together. When
our dishwasher gave up the ghost I discovered an
auction when I picked up a new in-the-box Bosch
dishwasher for $300. The lot before mine was a
group of ten new Bosch dishwashers that went for
$130 each. List price? $1299! If I could have told
neighbors about the auction, maybe there would
have been 9 other folks in need of a new dishwasher.
It would have been nice to share that with people in
this community.

This is the first edition of the Tapestry Avenue
News. My goal for this newsletter is to provide a
place for people to build connections with their
neighbors for social interactions, financial leverage
and community building.
The idea came out of an article I read about a
strata on Granville Island that went from being a
collection of anonymous people living in the same
building to a community of people that created real
connections. There was no major event that started
the building of the community. It started with a
walking group - people just heading in the same
direction.
There are all sorts of ways to connect in a
building like ours. Card game nights, walking groups,
biking groups, book swap nights, etc. In my old
neighborhood we started a tool cooperative that
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I’m going to try this out for a couple of months,
and see if works. If you’re interested in helping out
with the newsletter I’d be happy to include your
apartment hacks, recipes, travel stories, and ideas
for community get togethers. I’m not above
accepting advertising revenue either. Each month
I’m going to accept an ad from a Tapestry or Avenue
professional to cover the costs of printing this
broadsheet. Regular classified ads will be free.

In this Issue:
Page 2: Travel on the cheap.
Page 3: Bike Auction
Page 3: Crib Night
Page 4: Calendar
Page 4: Home Hack #2
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Home Free Away From Home
Everyone needs to get away
once in a while, and some of the
best trips we’ve had have been
home exchanges. In the last few
years we’ve spent a total of five
months in Europe and the United
States, and on all of those trips
we’ve had a place to stay and the
use of a car for FREE.
When we tell people about
our holidays, there are a couple of
common questions we get asked.
The first is: “What do you do with
your valuables and personal
belongings?”

advantages of the system is a
multi-lingual coding system so
even if you don’t speak Czech, you
can still decipher the amenities
that the other exchangers house
has to oﬀer.
We’ve had successful trips to
France, Italy, Ireland, The
Netherlands, Portland, OR, and
Lihue, Hawaii.

They were all adventures, but
one trip stands out. We had come
to an agreement to exchange with
a family in Scotland, and after
buying our tickets to Heathrow we
That was our first question
called them to figure out the best
too. Then we looked around and
way to get to their town. We
realized that except for a little
caught them at a bad time; the
jewelry and a computer, most of
father had had a heart attack, and
our stuﬀ wasn’t that valuable.
they weren’t going to be able to
We’ve got three kids! Our
travel. We felt bad for the family,
furniture has been jumped on,
but we were in a bit of a pickle.
drooled on, and we’re still digging We called the Canadian
Cheerios out of the heat vents.
representative for Homelink and
After we did an personal inventory explained our situation.
we realized that all of our Ikea
“Don’t worry. We’ll figure this
glasses were replaceable.
out.” Heartening words, but we
The second question is usually
“How do you find the people to
swap with?”

Top: A ruined Irish Castle
Second: An English Canal
Third: Old Amsterdam
Last: Hawaii’s Grand Canyon
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really thought we were hooped. A
few days later we got a call from a
family in London that had a space
There are several options, but for us, and did we want to go? The
Homelink people had come
we have always had the best luck
through and we had a great
with an organization called
Homelink. Established in 1953, the holiday.
organization is the oldest and
We learned a couple of
most successful home exchange
important lessons from the
service with over 13,000 paid
experience, but the most
subscribers around the world.
important lesson was that
flexibility and a sense of humour
After you’ve signed up with
the organization, you are assigned are the first things to pack when
traveling.
a password and a space on their
webportal to put photos of your
home and the environs, as well as a
description. One of the

Check out www.homelink.ca for more
information on swapping your home.
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BIKE AUCTION - MARCH

2, 2013
Auction Date: March 2, 2013
Preview: 10:00 A.M.
Auction: 10:30 A.M.
Terms: Cash only.

In July 2012 the strata cleaned out all of the
orphaned bikes that were sitting unused and unloved
in the various bike rooms around the buildings. It’s
been six months, and it’s time to find these bikes
some love. There are 15 or so bikes that are up for
auction, including several children’s bikes. The bikes
will be auctioned oﬀ to the highest bidder.

CRIBBAGE NIGHTS - WEDNESDAY’S 7:30 TO 9:00 P.M. COMMON ROOM - TAPESTRY BLDG
Derived from a pub game
called Noddy, Cribbage in it’s
modern form is attributed to
Sir John Suckling in the
1600’s.

If you’ve never played,
but would like to
learn, there will be
folks on hand that can
explain the game.

Sir John Suckling inherited well, and
furthered his fortune by apparently
distributing large numbers of packs of
marked cards to the aristocratic set and
then went around the country playing
them at Cribbage for money, managing
to earn himself around £20,000 (about
£4 million in today's money).
An excellent game for
children 10 and up, it
combines statistics,
planning, addition, and
strategy.
Fish boards are unusual.

EDMOND HOYLE (1672 – AUGUST 29, 1769)
Was a writer best known for his works on the rules and play of card games. The phrase
"according to Hoyle" came into the language as a reflection of his generally-perceived
authority on the subject; since that time, use of the phrase has expanded into general use in
situations in which a speaker wishes to indicate an appeal to a putative authority.
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HOME OWNER TIP #1

Calendar

KitchenAid Refrigerator Water Filter
Replacement.

Mar 2, 2012

When we moved in last year we
discovered our fridge had a water dispenser
inside. We were so excited!! We’d never had
that feature before. But it seemed to be
running really slow, so we read the manual
and discovered that there was a filter that
should be replaced every six months.

Dr. Suess’ Birthday

I went online, saw the prices of new
filters and then started blathering like my
Dad used to do when faced with some
ignominy of the modern world. “Blasted
(computer,toaster, digital clock) is too
(expensive, fangled, stupid). I couldn’t help
myself. My blood was aboil at the idea of
shelling out $60.00 for a new filter for the
fridge which would last about 6 months.

Mar 13, 1781

There had to be a better solution. I
went to see the guys at Reliable Parts on
West Second Ave at Manitoba and started
to rant. The guy behind the counter listened
for a second, and while I was still in mid rant
rang up a diverter plug that replaces the filter.
$7 including tax. Lasts FOREVER. It took
two minutes to install and face it, Vancouver
water is arguably the best in the world and
doesn’t really need to be filtered. It’s not like
we live in Toronto. . ..

Mar 18, 1965

ADVERTISING AND
ANNOUNCEMENTS
This section is free for
residents of the Avenue and
Tapestry buildings. It is a good
place to get rid of things you can’t
use anymore, or trade for things
you need. If you are oﬀering a
professional service, then there
will be a nominal fee to cover
printing. The ads are vetted by
the Standing Committee for
Public Decency, and we don’t
accept ads for political campaigns.
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Mar 5, 1499
DaVinci invents the parachute
Mar 6,13,20,27, 2013
Cribbage Night in the Common Room
7:30 PM

William Herschel discovers Uranus.
There’s a joke there somewhere.
Mar 14
Pi Day (Math geeks rejoice!)
Mar 15, 44 A.D.
Julius Caesar ignores the admonitions of
a soothsayer and went to a meeting
downtown.

First space walk.
Mar 26, 1874
Top photo: Filter casing
closed.
Bottom photo: filter casing
open showing the installed
diverter plug.

Other than that it’s pretty much
open.

Robert Frost born. Haggis Marketing
Board Created
Mar 30, 1858
Pencil with eraser attached patented.
Mar 31, 1596
Rene Descartes born. A noted
philosopher and mathematician, he is
best know for his “I think; therefore I
am.” and less well known for his other
bon mots. “An optimist may see a light
where there is none, but why must the
pessimist always run to blow it out?”,
and “Beer, here, my dear!”

Contributors
DUANE LAIRD

Your Ad Here!

But enough about
me. If you’ve got a
notice,
advertisement,
apartment hack, or
want to share a great
recipe for leftovers, email me at:
duanelaird@yahoo.com
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