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Each year, BOW members fan out across the
Terre Haute area to deliver Valentines to many
special sweethearts with the sound of harmony
ringing out in offices, restaurants, schools, and
homes. Wherever we appear, we tend to draw a
crowd—and sometimes a few tears.
If you would like to participate in this program,

sing with a quartet and deliver those singing
valentines. We have three different days we are
delivering, and you need only give a little time on one
or all three of the days. Just stop by Harmony Hall on
a Thursday night for rehearsal, and we will get you
everything you need to sing in one of our quartets. If
you have any questions regarding the Singing
Valentines, please contact the editor (info on pg. 2).
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What’s with the logo?

Jordan A. Busboom, Editor

By Jordan Busboom

Membership VP, PROBE (Public
Relations Officers and Bulletin Editors)

When many of you first read this newsletter, you were probably wondering
where we came up with the logo for the newsletter, and believe it or not, it is
definitely an interesting story. The logo has two different parts to it: the
background and the title.
912 Monterey Ave.
Terre Haute, IN 47803
812-259-1392
jordan.busboom@indstate.edu
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published monthly by the Terre
Haute, Indiana, Chapter of the
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proud member of the Cardinal
District.

Chapter Leadership 2016
President
Dwayne Wright
Executive VP
Jordan Busboom
Immediate Past President
Terry Wence
Secretary
Nick Heller
Treasurer
Jeffrey Brier
VP Membership
Matt Bauer

The background of the logo, believe it or not, is really the Wabash River. In
the early 1900s, postcards were being made with the Wabash River being the
front image, and there were a few different angles from Ft. Harrison, West
Terre Haute, and even a bird’s eye view of the river. The particular postcard
image used for the logo is from the 1930s. This particular postcard features
the tagline “On the Banks of the Wabash River, Terre Haute, IND” and were
courtesy of the Terre Haute Chamber of Commerce. The postcard was
stamped in Terre Haute on June 1, 1935, and it was published by the T.H.
News and Magazine Agency Inc., in Terre Haute, IN. So, with a little
photoshop magic, we were able to make the background of our logo.
The title actually comes from a bit of information I learned during my first
few months singing with the chorus. In May 2014, I began singing with the
chorus, and I participated in my first show a few months later. At this show,
we started off with “The Wabash Blues,” which we found out a few weeks prior
from another member was the unofficial theme song of the Chorus. So, with
this information and a little wordplay, the title “The Wabash Blues-letter” was
made.
That’s it. Shortly after they were put together. Then the blues-letters
started printing, and the rest, as they say, is history.

Installation Banquet

VP Music and Performance
Logan Williams
Board Member-At-Large
Vacant
Chorus Manager
Donald Smock
Director
Bob Kihlken
The Banks of the Wabash
Chorus meets every Thursday at 7
PM at Harmony Hall, 1257 Lafayette
Ave, Terre Haute, Indiana 47804.
Correspondence about content and
contributions for publication should
be sent to the editor. All material in
The Wabash Blues-Letter may be
reproduced without permission;
please credit the author and The
Wabash Blues-Letter in all reprints.

The 2016 officer installation banquet will be January 23 at the
Sycamore Club. Social hour will begin at 6 PM with dinner at 7 PM.
Cost is $12.50 per person due to Jeff Brier either prior to or at the
banquet. All are welcome to attend.
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Welcome to Our Chapter!-(Really????)

Borrowed from the September 2015 Issue of The Voice of Rushmore of the Mt. Rushmore
Chapter in Rapid City, South Dakota.
Let’s begin right there. Every chapter meeting and every member should be fully prepared to
welcome their guests—EVEN IF THERE ARE NONE!
CURB APPEAL: If you are always prepared, you will never have to scramble around finding
things like the guest book, music guest books and someone to deal with all of that. When you
aren’t ready and have to scramble, you make the guest feel uncomfortable. It’s like driving up to
the front door to look at a house you are thinking about buying. If the lawn is not mowed, paint is
flaking off and there is junk scattered all over the front yard, you probably have lost the
prospective buyers attention—no matter how the inside looks. Instead of finding the good things,
they are drawn to defects and problems.
IDENTIFY YOURSELF: Let’s start with every one wearing an EASILY READABLE name badge—
preferably placed out on a table where the guest can see them. There should be an area and a
table manned and ready to receive visitors. The guest book should be open and facing the guest
with a pen readily available.
After he signs it, turn it to find his name and address—any point of affinity. Greet him warmly
addressing him by name. Prepare his temporary name badge while he is signing the guest book.
When he visits the following week, his badge should be prepared and waiting with those of the
other members—before he arrives. Try to engage him in some brief conversation to put him at
ease BEFORE moving on to anything else. Ask him questions about himself, his work, his family,
etc and LISTEN carefully! Understanding those basics should help your chapter to find the right
man or men to be your greeter(s). And it will be of great importance during the break.
THE BUDDY SYSTEM: After the guest seems at ease, EXPLAIN what will be happening next—
one step at a time. Don’t unload the whole thing at once. However, presenting him with a SHORT
paper about the chapter, the society and what will be occurring during his visit is a very desirable
thing to do. The next step will be two-part and will take some delicate appraisals. First, you will
want to get him sitting in the right section, with an assigned “buddy”. This buddy must be
disciplined to never leave the guest. If it is necessary to leave for a moment, the buddy must
introduce him to someone else (preferably a warm affable chapter member) and promise to return
quickly (and do so).
In order to assign the buddy (and there should be several available within the chapter), the
greeter must make a quick tentative assessment of which voice part the guest will be most
comfortable with. If in doubt, one of the music leadership team should be consulted. REMEMBER,
this is not a final placement—only for the first part of the first night. A more definitive voice
placement test can be conducted later L on. Nonetheless, the buddy should ask about the guest’s
comfort level with the voice part he is singing. If he expresses any problems, do something (like
moving him to another section WITH A NEW BUDDY) immediately.
GUEST BOOKS: Music guest books should be presented by the buddy and must be organized,
indexed, up to date and in excellent condition. It should not be a major exercise for the guest to
find a piece of music for the next song. Prior to the singing beginning, the buddy should take a
piece of music and explain to the guest how to find the various voice parts. Singing Bass and
reading the Lead notes will not work very well. If the chorus goes on the risers, invite the guest to
join you for at least part of the riser time. Make room for him and make him as welcome as
possible.
BREAK TIME: Several very important things have to happen during the break and the buddy(s)
must be prepared to act quickly. First, if there are refreshments, get the guest up to the front of
the line, if possible. Secondly, introduce him to as many members as possible. When introducing
the guest, always say something about him just to let him know that you are listening and that you
care. “Bob is a school teacher at West Indian Creek Elementary school.” With the information
about the guest that you gathered during the welcoming process, make every attempt to find
members who have some affinity or point of intersection with the guest. Additionally, the chapter
President must meet every guest. If there are a number of guests, all chapter officers must assist
the President in this important obligation.
LET'S RING ONE!: The most important thing to do during the break is to have your guest
experience the ultimate thrill of singing in quartet. This should all be pre-arranged and a standard
part of your chapter’s procedures. Don’t be running all over the room trying to find the other three
(Continued on page 4)
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Calendar of Events
First BOW Rehearsal of 2016
Thursday, January 7, 2016
7 PM
Harmony Hall, Terre Haute, IN
CAR Leadership Academy
Saturday, January 9, 2016
Clarion Hotel, Columbus, IN
BOW Board Meeting
Tuesday, January 19, 2016
6:30 PM
Harmony Hall, Terre Haute, IN
BOW Installation Banquet
Saturday, January 23, 2016
6 PM Social Hour
7 PM Dinner
Sycamore Club, Terre Haute, IN
BHS International
Midwinter Convention
January 26-31, 2016
Reno, NV
Singing Valentine Deliveries
February 12-14, 2016
Terre Haute, IN
172
33
Cardinal District Spring
Convention and Contests
March 18-19, 2016
South Bend, IN (tentative location)
BOW Spring Show
TBA
BOW Ice Cream Social
Saturday, June 11th, 2016
1 PM
Harmony Hall, Terre Haute, IN
BHS
International Convention
July 3-10, 2016
Bridgestone Arena, Nashville, TN

For detailed information on all
chapter performances, go to
www.bowchorus.com and visit
the Schedule section.
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NEXT MEETING/ADJOURNMENT
The regular meeting for the month of January is scheduled
to convene at 6:30 PM on January 19, 2016 in the Board
Room of Harmony Hall. With no further business to come
before the Board of Directors, President Wright declared
adjournment at 7:20 PM.

Welcome to Our Chapter (continued from page 3)
Nick Heller, Chapter Secretary

CALL TO ORDER:
The regular monthly meeting for December 2015 of the
Board of Directors of the Terre Haute Chapter of the
Barbershop Harmony Society was called to order by
President Dwayne Wright at 6:30 P.M. on Tuesday,
December 15, 2015 in the Board Room of Harmony Hall with
a quorum present. The proposed agenda was approved.
MINUTES:
The Minutes of the November 2015 meeting were
approved as modified.
TREASURERS REPORT:
Treasurer Jeff Brier presented a stellar summary showing
the chapter to be well financially. The Treasurer’s Report
was accepted.
OFFICER and COMMITTEE REPORTS
Executive VP Jordan Busboom discussed the final
timeline for Singing Valentines and sign ups will begin this
week. Membership VP Elect Matt Bauer discussed some
preliminary plans on recruiting members from the surrounding
colleges and universities. Director Bob Kihlken noted that
there is a Music Team meeting Thursday following the
Stables sing out.
OLD BUSINESS
No Old Business
NEW BUSINESS
Sheryl Bartos was approved to use the Hall on Monday,
February 29, 2016 for a wedding/reception.
ANNOUNCEMENTS/GOOD OF THE ORDER
President Dwayne Wright reminded all board members of
the CAR Leadership Academy on January 9 in Columbus, IN
and the Installation Banquet on January 23 at the Sycamore
Club. Social Hour is at 6 PM and dinner is at 7 PM. Cost is
$12.50 per person.

parts. At a certain point during the break, they should approach you.
Sing a very easy tag or two. Always stand beside the guest and back
him up. Never embarrass your guest by asking him to do anything
that would make him uncomfortable. Perhaps the buddy may have to
sing in the quartet and have the guest try to sing along with him. The
goal is to have him hear the sound of just four voices making those
wonderful sounds that makes our artform so unique. If you do this
part well, you are halfway to having him come again next week.
FINAL NOTES: It is an absolute imperative that NO ONE broach the
subject of membership with the guest. If he asks, provide him with
brief and direct answers. The idea of becoming a member must be
the result of a satisfying series of experiences—not from careless and
thoughtless pressure from well meaning members. The main thing at
the end of the evening is for several members to thank the guest for
coming, ensuring him what a pleasure it was to meet AND SING with
him and to issue him a warm invitation to return next week. THE
AFTERGLOW: If your chapter has an afterglow each week,
absolutely ensure that the guest is issued an invitation. Do not, for a
moment, let him think that there is some “inner circle” thing to which
he is not invited. The afterglow may be the most fun of the evening.
We should want to share that with our guests. Be certain that he
knows exactly where you are going. If possible, have him follow
someone to the afterglow location. Exchange cell phone numbers
with him, in case he loses the way or forgets the directions. At the
afterglow—lots of singing, lots of good fellowship and some good
food and drinks. No talk about membership yet. That will all come in
good time. Just let him have lots of fun!
Someone should automatically take over for the chapter buddy
and be an afterglow buddy. Stay near him and introduce him to other
members. Encourage him to join you in some gang singing and in
singing easy tags within a quartet. The important thing is to never,
ever leave him alone or make him feel alone.
FOLLOWING THROUGH: Within the first two days after a guest
visits your chapter a designated member must contact the guest.
Usually, this would be done by a telephone call. The guest should be
thanked for attending and re-invited to attend the next scheduled
meeting. Additionally, the call should express how much the chapter
enjoyed having the member attend. Additionally, the guest should be
offered transportation to the next meeting—even if he doesn’t need it.
The idea is to express to the guest how important he is to the chapter.
Just prior to the next meeting, the “buddy” who was assigned to
the member should call the guest once again. He should reaffirm an
invitation to attend the next meeting and express how much the
chapter enjoyed his first visit. Again, he should offer any assistance to
ensure the guest does attend the upcoming meeting.
Next month we'll finish up with looking at following two meetings
and eventual membership. Take a good look at this month's portion to
see how we are doing with this.
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Tag of the Month
Auld Lang Syne

Print off two copies of
this newsletter to
share—one with your
family and one with
someone you are
bringing to a chapter
meeting. Let them
know they belong here!

www.harmonyfoundation.org
Secure the future of Barbershop harmony
through your generous gifts to the Harmony Foundation. Provide additional
support to your chapter and district with
the Donor’s Choice option.

1/3 Chris Williams
1/13 James Mason
1/14 Don Julian

The 25th of each month
Visit us online at:
www.bowchorus.com
The Terre Haute Chapter and the
Banks of the Wabash Chorus
meet every Thursday at 7:00 PM.
Meetings and rehearsals are held
at Harmony Hall. All guests are
welcome. All men are welcome to
sing with us. For more information,
call (812)-232-4926.

Want to help us with this
year’s Singing Valentines?
Whether it be singing in a
quartet, driving a quartet, or
simply purchasing a Singing
Valentine for a loved one, your
contribution is greatly
appreciated. Contact us today!
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