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FROM TRICKLE TO HIGH TIDE

Paul Lattimer; Pastor of Pastoral Care

‘The man brought me back to the entrance to the temple, and I saw water coming out from under the threshold of the temple toward the east (for the temple faced east). The water was coming down from under the south side of the temple, south of the altar. He then brought me out through the north gate and led me around the outside to the outer gate facing east, and the water was
trickling from the south side.
As the man went eastward with a measuring line in his hand, he measured off a thousand cubits and then led me through water that
was ankle-deep. He measured off another thousand cubits and led me through water that was knee-deep. He measured off another
thousand and led me through water that was up to the waist. He measured off another thousand, but now it was a river that I could
not cross, because the water had risen and was deep enough to swim in—a river that no one could cross.
He asked me, “Son of man, do you see this?”
Then he led me back to the bank of the river. When I arrived there, I saw a great number of trees on each side of the river. He said
to me, “This water flows toward the eastern region and goes down into the Arabah, where it enters the Dead Sea. When it empties
into the sea, the salty water there becomes fresh. Swarms of living creatures will live wherever the river flows. There will be large
numbers of fish, because this water flows there and makes the salt water fresh; so where the river flows everything will
live. Fishermen will stand along the shore; from En Gedi to En Eglaim there will be places for spreading nets. The fish will be of
many kinds—like the fish of the Mediterranean Sea. But the swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they will be left for
salt. Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on both banks of the river. Their leaves will not wither, nor will their fruit fail. Every month
they will bear fruit, because the water from the sanctuary flows to them. Their fruit will serve for food and their leaves for healing.’*
This story is our story!!! Our source of life is the Sovereign God. We feel that our strength and our future is at low ebb. God has not
abandoned us but is testing us for strengthening our faith in Him!
John Newton (author of AMAZING GRACE) wrote “…when we have been brought very low and helped, sorely wounded and
healed, cast down and raised again, have given up all hope--and been suddenly snatched from danger, and placed in safety; and
when these things have been repeated to us and in us a thousand times over, we begin to learn to trust simply to the word and
power of God, beyond and against appear ances.”**
Jesus commissioned the church - “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the
end of the age.” ***
We will experience the fullness of God’s living river - freshness, healing, reaping the fruit!!! Watch and Wait! Trust and Expect!
Pray and Plan! Obey His Word!! God’s Spirit is moving!!!!! Let’s go with the current of God’s Spirit!!! Are you ankle-deep or
knee-deep in God’s faithfulness and His promise? Let’s go forward into the depth of God’s Spirit and we will be revived for life
and healing!!!
The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me………
…..provide for those who grieve in Zion—
to bestow on them a crown of beauty
instead of ashes,
the oil of joy
instead of mourning,
and a garment of praise
instead of a spirit of despair.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
a planting of the Lord
for the display of his splendor. ****
Let’s swim in that river of God’s comfort and strength!!!
Next month, “How do you swim in God’s living river?” Let’s swim together!
Phone: (585) 494-1251

E-mail: bgnepc@gmail.com

Website: www.bergenepc.com
You can also find us on Facebook

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday
9 am - 2 pm
Closed Friday & Saturday

“Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children
and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
~Ephesians 5:1-2

February Anniversaries
6 - Vinnie and Adrienne Cali
16 - David and June Hahn

36 Yrs
55 Yrs

March Anniversaries
19 - Bruce and Cathy Glucksman
29 - Dave and Chris Wright
30 - Marty and Jean Mucher
(For every 5 Yrs. there is a

35 Yrs
10 Yrs
43 Yrs

for extra congratulations)

February Birthdays
2 - David Wright
4 - Bob Cosgrove
5 - Nancy Alfes
7 - Emily Caccamise
8 - Becca McNear
8 - Christin Snell
8 - Dan Stacy

13 - Renee Berggren
16 - Danielle Foeller
16 - Shawn Merry
19 - Wendy Hutchurson
26 - Cyndy Jones
28 - David Catalino

March Birthdays
4 - Nancy Charcholla
4 - Debbie McAllister
5 - Aggie Redinger
5 - Arwyn Rebisz
8 - Susan Brownell
10 - Stu Freeman
15 - Janice Langdon
18 - Kay Harmon

20 - Adriane Broadbooks
24 - Sue Kobel
24 - Leah Catalino
26 - Matt Foeller
26 - Jacob Buckland-Seward
29 - Allen Ruge
29 - Paul Lattimer

IMPORTANT:
There will be no FOODLINK
distribution at the church in
February.
FOODLINK distribution will begin
again in the parking lot on
Tuesday, March 20th.

Nursery Workers,
please check the

bulletin board.
There is a sign up sheet
there for you to pick the
days that you can help in the nursery on Sundays.
You can also call Neva Lattimer if you are interested
in working in the nursery. 803-554-2742

Coffee Hour snacks needed
We all like to enjoy snacks for coffee hour before and after
church. Please consider helping out by supplying something
from this list:
baked items, fruit, vegetables, cheese & crackers, or chips.
You could also donate money
to the Fellowship Committee to buy snacks.
Contact Eunie Ely if you
can help in any way.
Thank you!
494-1574 or
fredely57@gmail.com

Prayer Meetings
are starting back up!
Join us as we pray for our church
the first Wednesday of each month
at 6:30 pm.in the choir room.
The first meeting is February 7th.

February is the "Love Month"
For the Deacon Board, February is the beginning of our new calendar year. It is when we welcome our new and returning Deacons, assign our various duties and start planning our year ahead.
Just some of the items the Deacons are in charge of are: altar
flowers each Sunday, Communion Sunday food collection and
delivery to the Salvation Army, sending cards to college students
and military personnel, meal ministry for those who are sick, had
surgery or welcomed a new baby, and delivering cards and cheer
bags throughout the year along with Thanksgiving and Christmas boxes to people and families in need.
At our last meeting we said farewell to four Deacons who have spent the last six years serving our church
family, serving our community and serving the Lord. We will miss Sue Kobel, Pam Patmore, Diane White
and Chris Wright so much! Thank you all for your love and dedication to the Deacon Board.

We ask for your continued prayer as your Deacon Board starts a new year!
Psalm 119:105
"Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path"

Blessings from the Deacons

E&M invites you to a FOODLINK
Tour and Volunteer Work Day
Come with us a volunteer at FOODLINK during spring recess.

February 20th

12 pm - 4 pm

We will tour the facility for the first hour.

12 pm - 4 pm (We will leave the church at 11:30 am)
Space is limited, so sign up soon.
There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board.
There is also a waiver form that you need to fill out,
and those are located on the long table in the foyer. Place your filled
out form in the mail slot right above the table.
We will need drivers as well.
Questions? You can contact Debbie McAllister
at 343-9796 or debmca@verizon.net

Come for a Valentine Soup Luncheon
Take a break from winter and come together for a soup luncheon after church
on Sunday, February 11, 2018.
As a nod to Valentine's Day, we will be treated to BEPC's own version of the
"Newlywed Game". Let's find out which couple knows each other the best!
Please sign up on the bulletin boar d to br ing
a soup and/or dessert.
Bread, salad, and drinks will be provided.

A peek at the Church Calendar
FEBRUARY:
2 - TAG - 6:30 pm
4 - Guest Speaker - Rev. Cy Varland
5 - Property Meeting - 7 pm
6 - Tuesdays @ 2
7 - Prayer Meeting - Choir room
7 - Boy Scout Leader Meeting - 7 pm
8 - SON RISERS - 6 am
8 - SWP/Busy Bees II - 9 am - Fellowship Hall
11 - Officer’s Ordination and Installation Service
11 - Soup Luncheon / BEPC’s Newlywed Game
14 - ASH WEDNESDAY - service at BUMC @ 7 pm

14 - Session 7 pm
16 - TAG - 6:30 pm
16 & 17 - POA Meeting in Pittsburgh PA
18 - First Sunday in Lent
19 - Church OFFICE Closed - President’s Day
20 - FOODLINK field trip - leaving church at 11:30 am
21 - Worship meeting - 6:45 pm
22 - SON RISERS - 6 am
22 - Deacons Meeting - 7 pm
25 - NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
25 - Guest Speaker - Gary Sauer
27 - Seward’s Small Group - 7 pm

TAG (our regularly scheduled Youth
Group) continues to draw in new teens
almost every gathering. It is such a blessing to have the opportunity to reach the
teens of Bergen and surrounding communities with the message of the gospel.
On Tuesday, February 20th many of our church youth are planning to spend their school vacation
day volunteering at the Foodlink Distribution Center in Rochester. What a great way to show
God’s love to those in need!
Our annual 30 Hour Famine is also on the horizon, so please continue to pray for our teens and that
they will be open to God’s call in their lives.
Our next two TAG dates are Friday, February 2nd and Friday, February 16th. We will continue to
meet in the teen room upstairs from 6:30-8:30. Please come and bring a friend!

Praises: Thank you for Jesus!

Those serving as Missionaries: J oseph Har vey in
Impfondo; Uli Fernandez in Mexico; Berti Berhami with
This month, please pray for:
Campus Crusades for Christ in Albania; Mark Randall
with CRU; Scott Crosby now in the states but still dealing
Those with ongoing challenges and needs:
Chris Martz, Aggie Redinger, Gordon Seward, with missions in the Far East, Adrienne Cali with Young
Life, and Kelsey Hill with Campus Target.
David Hahn, Pastor Michael Merry and his
family, Andy and Jodi Black, Stu and Ann
Johnson, Adriane Broadbooks, Bob and Kathy Cosgrove, Our Session, Deacons, Youth Leader Joe Rebisz, Personnel Committee, Nominating Committee, CE Committee
Corky and Pat Shaw, Ron Claus, Nancy Alfes, Ruth
Morse’s brother-in-law (Andy), Janice Langdon’s mother and the many more committees and ministries that help
(Jo Files), Susan Brownell’s grandmother; Hazel Newsom run the church. Pray for the other local churches in our
area (and your area too!).
- and her caretaker Susan’s Mom, Sandy Harris
Those fighting cancer: Fer n Wilcox, Shir ley Cudney,
Dan Forno and Stacy Cline.

President Donald Trump, his advisors, NYS Governor Andrew Cuomo & all in authority in this community, state,
nation & the world.

Those who have recently lost loved ones:
Cheryl Saville, Al Ruge, and David Catalino and their
families

The Servicemen & Women of the United States, as well as
our Veterans and their families.

The Youth of our church and our community.

Sewing With a Purpose / Busy Bees II
Sewing with a purpose has been busy repairing items for our church family. Even though the box may no
longer be outside of the church office any more, please see Neva, Faith or Debbie if you notice an item of
yours that needs repair.
Things that we repaired:
Child’s coat
Child’s zippered sleeper
Hook on a child’s pants
a side seem of a pair of ladies pants
a waistband on ladies’ pants
an elastic cuff of woman’s blouse
All these repairs were free and lengthened the use of the item for the owner.
On Thursday, January 25th, Neva, Faith, Grace Leanen, and Debbie visited Bergen Meadow. Bev,
the director of Bergen Meadows, made some coffee and Neva blessed everyone with her delicious
muffins.
We repaired:
2 shirts needing buttons
Took down a hem on a pair of men’s pants and lengthened them as much as possible
Repaired a woman’s winter coat
On Thursday, Feb 8th from 9am – 12pm in the Fellowship Hall, we will begin sewing Book Holder
Bags for the SAGE program at the Richmond Memorial Library. This program services residence in
all of Genesee County. This is a new need and SWP is happy to partner with a local need.
If you are able to come help us, we would welcome that very much! We need people to trace and cut
out these patterns. Can you can sew a circle with a sewing machine? (bring your machine) We will
demonstrate the steps needed and you can assist where you feel most comfortable.
See you on Feb 8th. We’ll have coffee waiting for you!

Calling all
Musicians!
If you are a musician, we would love to have you
share your musical gifts with the church!
We are looking for volunteers to help out with the
Worship Team on Sunday mornings!
Contact Christin Snell for more info.
acsnell2003@gmail.com
or (585) 590-0331 (call or text).

An early start to spring cleaning
Although Lent starts early this year, before spring appears in many areas, it’s an appropriate time for
spring cleaning. Indeed, Lent comes from old German and English words for “spring.” So, while it might be
too soon to open windows or hang clothes on the line, now is ideal for some spiritual spring cleaning.
Lent calls us to examine our beliefs, confess and dispose of old grudges and selfish habits, dust off our Bibles for a new routine of study and prayer, air out our hearts and brighten up our attitudes. “Lent cleaning” lets the Holy Spirit freshen our faith — and it’s never too early for that.

An Ash Wednesday prayer
“Dear righteous Lord, we enter the holy season of Lent confessing our many sins that separate us from you.
We’re sincerely sorry for offending you repeatedly through our thoughts, our words and our actions — and
often through our inactions, too.
Forgive us, Lord, and show us your tender mercy. Restore and strengthen us to become your faithful and
faith-filled servants. During our Lenten journey, remind us to show mercy to other people, just as you’ve
shown mercy to us. In Jesus’ name, amen.”

Credits for “Spring Cleaning” and “Ash Wednesday Prayer”; Newsletter Newsletter Online.

