Q&As for Construction Contractors

By Patrick Devillier, Environmental Chemical Specialist, Capitol Regional Office

Do I need a construction stormwater permit from DEQ?

Yes, if your land disturbance is 5 acres or more or part of a greater plan of development of 5 acres or more, then you need to submit a Notice of Intent (NOI) for a storm water construction general permit (LAR100000). If your land disturbance is 1 to 5 acre or part of a development of 1 - 5 acre, then you are automatically covered under LAR200000. The NOI for 5+ acres is at the following web address or call 1-800-259-2890:   http://www.deq.louisiana.gov/portal/Default.aspx?tabid=1837 
Do I need to send money?

No, DEQ will send you a bill. There is no fee for the 1 – 5 acre LAR200000 general permit.

What’s in the permit?

Part IV of LAR100000 or Part III of LAR200000 tells you what to put in a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP), what RECORDS to keep, what INSPECTIONS to do, and what NOTICE to post on your construction site.  The SWPPP outlines the contractor’s construction plans and especially how he will manage storm water runoff from the construction site.  Any change from what you say in the SWPPP will require you to change the SWPPP.  The contractor must follow his SWPPP or it is considered a permit violation.  

What is a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan?  

A SWPPP outlines all the best management practices used to reduce or control storm water runoff and pollutants from the construction site during the life of the permit. Every permitted residential or commercial construction project must prepare a SWPPP.  Whether you build a house on your own lot in a subdivision or develop a large piece of property, if you disturb ONE acre or more or are part of a development plan disturbing ONE acre or more, you must comply with a construction stormwater permit and prepare a SWPPP.  The actual permit document describes what must be in the SWPPP.
Where do I keep the SWPPP? 

 
The SWPPP needs to be available to contractors and regulators.  Keep a copy of the SWPPP available on site OR at the contractor’s office (address and phone number written on posted site NOTICE).

Do builders as well as developers need a permit?

Owners, general contractors, and each home builder that has operational control over part of the project must submit a Notice of Intent to get permit coverage.

 Where do I send the Notice of Intent?

Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality

Office of Environmental Services

P.O. Box 4313

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821-4313

Attn: Permits Division

Only the LAR100000 for 5+ acres requires an NOI.  The LAR200000 for 1 – 5 acre does NOT require an NOI, but you do need to submit a Small Construction Activity Completion Report (SCACR) when the project is done (stabilized).
 
http://www.deq.louisiana.gov/portal/Default.aspx?tabid=1837
When am I covered by the permit? 

Permittees applying for coverage under LAR100000 are automatically covered 48 hours after the post mark date on the NOI submittal or hand delivery of the NOI to the Permits Section of DEQ in Baton Rouge. The SWPPP must be completed prior to submitting the NOI to have a legal permit.

Can a builder use a developer’s SWPPP?

Yes, a builder can take a copy of the SWPPP and sign off on it stating that they are going to follow the developer’s plan.  However, the builder must also include plot plans, specific best management practices, and projected/final start/end dates for land disturbance for each lot on which they are building.  Anything else required to fulfill the regulations and permit requirements must also be included.

To download a copy of construction stormwater general permit LAR100000 or LAR200000 on-line, go to:  http://www.deq.louisiana.gov/portal/Default.aspx?tabid=243 .
Checklist for ANY construction stormwater permit:
1. Have I submitted a Notice-Of-Intent to get a construction stormwater permit? (for 5+ acre developers, including each builder upon any/all lots within the development)
2. Have I posted a NOTICE at the entrance to the development or on each lot that I have started building on? (laminated in plastic is best)
3. Do I have a SWPPP prepared and available for viewing upon request? (ONE plan can cover ALL of the properties you are building on in ONE development, but worksheets in the plan may have to be per lot)
4. Am I doing my WEEKLY site inspections? (ONE inspection should cover ALL the lots or properties under construction during that week)
5. Am I keeping dirt, trash, and chemicals out of the ditches? (If not, beef up your management practices and change your SWPPP!)
6. Have I sent in a Notice-Of-Termination (NOT for 5 acre +) or Small Construction Activity Completion Report (SCACR for 1 - 5 acres) when all land disturbance is finished and stabilized?
