As we reach the end of the letter, 


we find that Paul, 


despite all that we have read, 



has not given up on the Corinthian Church yet.  

They, 

like us, 


have so many things that are not perfect, 


that are not right, 


that would make life so much better if they did change, 

but nonetheless, 


they have not.  

Yet in spite of all of these things, 


Paul shows his fatherly love and care for them.  

We see this in the way he concludes the letter through two things.  


What he says 


and how he says it.  

The first thing to notice about what he says, 


is how it is all based on the idea of love.  



The holy kiss, 



the writing in his own hand, 



the curse if you do not love the Lord, 



and Paul's love to them 


all center on that pivotal piece in chapter 13, 


and found at the foundation of everything else Paul has said to them.  

Without love, 


we are noisy gongs, 


clanging cymbals, 


we are nothing, 


we gain nothing.  

So everything Paul says in these last few words that wrap up the letter 


are reminding the Corinthians that love is necessary.

In order for love to happen, 


we must be in relationships with one another.  

Loving only yourself, 


is only a fourth of what God intends for us to love.  



We are to have loving relationships with ourself, 



with God, 



with the created world, 



and with our neighbors.  

So Paul lets them know that their neighbors, 

their brothers and sisters in the faith, 


send their greetings.  

Those in the larger region around Ephesus, 


in modern day turkey send greetings.  

Aquila and Priscilla send greetings, 


as does the church in Ephesus that meets in their house.  

As do all of the brothers, 


which may include Stephanus, Fortunatus, and Achaicus.

An interesting note on Aquila and Priscilla, 


as we live in a church planting frontier.  

Their names should sound familiar, 


as they pop up six times throughout scripture in different settings.  

They started out as Jews in Rome 


until the persecution of Jews by Emperor Claudius.  

Upon which, 


they moved to where all threats to Rome moved, 



Corinth.  

Paul shared with them the gospel there according to Acts 18, 


upon which 


they became hosts of the body of believers who gathered in their home.  



They were the ones who met Appollos, 




and introduced him to the full gospel of Jesus Christ.  

Eventually, 


they left with Paul from Corinth 



and landed in Ephesus 



and again,




 opened their home to believers there.  



Paul could very well be writing from their house.  

They eventually return to Rome, 


after the ban of Jews is rescinded, 


and guess what they do?

They have their home as a place for believers to gather.  

The last time this dynamic couple is mentioned, 


they are back in Ephesus.

A few words of encouragement from Priscilla and Aquila, 


since we live in a transitory world and town.  

People come and go, 


but when they go, 


God is still using them 



and often brings them back into our lives when we need them.  

Or they go ahead to prepare a place for you to expand your horizons.  


So that friend who has left, 



might be the door opening 




on an invitation to explore a new part of the lower 48 




or the world.  

Gary and Elaine Brummett's move to Hawaii 


have been the prompting needed 


for some to get over all of the horrible things about Hawaii 



and go visit.  




Consistent 80's, 




beautiful beaches, 




the only ice around is shaved 





and comes in strawberry, cherry, or grape flavors.  



None of us would want to go without Gary and Elaine there 




to help us cope with such issues.

The other word is, 


just because you leave a place, 


does not mean God is done using you in the same way.  

Every where Pricilla and Aquilla went, 


they opened their house as a place for the church to meet.  

Everywhere they went, 


they opened their home to Paul.  

Everywhere they were at, t


hey were involved with the proclamation of the word 


and helping others to hear it well.

These are the greeting from people outside of Corinth.  

Paul concludes the greetings 


by encouraging the church in Corinth 



to greet one another with a holy kiss.  


This is where the offshoot of our passing of the peace comes from.  

This gesture was one that was intended to bring restoration to the church, 


to unite this body that was dividing into factions.  

As we should be aware, 


in Europe, 


they give a kiss on the cheeks like we give a handshake.  

I am not promoting that we move to the Holy Kiss, 


for we do not have the same culture as Europe.  

But I would encourage you to think about the purpose of passing the peace.  


It is to connect with the body that is here.  

So as we pass it, 


try to make sure you are looking into the eyes of the one you are blessing 



with the Peace of Christ.  

Ensure that there are not issues in the way 


of wishing them Christ's peace.  

If there are, 


address them, 



either before hand 



or during that time.  

The passing of the peace has important value for our life together as a body.

As we reach verse 21, 


we should be aware Paul's penmanship was lacking, 



possibly due to vision issues.  

Whatever the reason, 


his letters were much bigger than the usual scribes.  

But it was part of his custom to seal the letter with his words.  


Which means 



that the next words are Paul's, 



not the scribes, 




but straight from Paul's mind to his hand.

A curse does not seem like it fits into Paul's theme of love, 


but it is the reality for anyone who does not love the Lord.  

For if you do not love the Lord, 


you do not understand how the world works 


and everything that is not for your immediate benefit 



seems like a curse to you.  

Not understanding how the world actually works, 


means you are doing everything for the wrong reason.  

If you know the Lord, 


then you would love the Lord, 


and you would do things for the right reasons 



and the world, 




even in its trials 




would still have purpose and reason.  

Paul does not want them to forget this.

Then, following the threat of a curse, 


Paul throws a Aramaic phrase 



to the Greek speaking congregation, “Marana tha” 



or “Maran atha.”  

Which one is right, 


is up for debate.  

The spacing of the phrase changes the meaning from “Come, O Lord!” 


to “Our Lord has Come.”  

Paul's reasoning for this act of putting a foreign word here 


is interesting for scholars to guess at.  



It can be a catch phrase that has been adopted by the church, 




like we have done with Shalom or Hallelujah, 





which would remind them of the place they stand, 




the Lord has come 




and we wait for the Lord to come again.  



It could be a call for judgement 




on those who's love for the Lord is faltering.  

Whatever the reasons, 


we can cry out as Paul did 



for the Lord to come again 



and be thankful that has come.

Without the Lord's coming already and intended return, 


the grace of the Lord would not be possible for them 



or us.  


Nor would Paul's love.  

Neither of these would be possible, 


because it is only through the work of Jesus' coming to earth, 


dying on the cross, 


and being raised to life again, 



that we are restored in our relationship with the Father, 



with ourselves, 



with the world, 



and with each other.  

As we began,

we also end. 


There are so many things that are not quite right, 


so many things that could become very annoying very fast, 


so many places of brokenness in our lives and our community, 

that the future would look very bleak for us, 


if it were not for one thing, 

Maranatha


Our Lord has Come


and he will come again.  

Since our Lord has come, 


we have received grace, 


we have been forgiven, 


which enables us to love 



and be loved still.  

Paul doesn't want us to forget that 


and that is why he is writing this letter.  

In spite of all the things that should change and haven't, 


his love is still there, 



because Jesus is still there. 

 I pray that the same can be said for us 


and this gathered body.

