T h e M em ph is O r c h id So c iet y

NEWSLETTER
November 2012
www.memphisorchids.org
(a tax exempt 501(c)3 organization)

Lynn Fuller
AOS Affiliated
Societies
page 8

The Wilsons
Show Report
page 4

Holidays
Party
page 7

Rlc. Kure Beach 'Lenette #2' FCC
Photo by Bryan Kurowski

Officers
& Posts
s
President
Mark Mills

Vice President
&
Programs
Forrest Brem

Secretary
&
Webmaster
Melissa Garner

Treasurer
Debra Baker

Hospitality
Secretary
Ellen Watson

Greeters
&
Orientation
Nancy Detling
&
Bill Detling

Show Chairs
Charles Wilson
&
Susan Wilson
memphisorchids
@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Pam Popejoy
memphisorchidnews
@yahoo.com

AOS
Representative
Charles Pintner

The President’s Last Column
As we look forward to celebrating Thanksgiving with friends and family next week, I want
you all to know that I am thankful for the Memphis Orchid Society.
At the age of 14, I read "Growing Orchids at Your Windows" by Jack Kramer. The prospect
of growing and collecting these unusual and beautiful plants was very exciting to me. I
joined the AOS to get the monthly magazine, ordered catalogs from many different
vendors, and spent all the money I earned on ordering orchids through the mail. I
discovered a florist in a nearby city who grew cattleyas commercially for corsages, and
bought as many divisions as I could afford. Before I finished high school, I had over a
hundred orchids in my collection. But growing up in rural south Mississippi, I did not know
another person who shared my interest and excitement. I didn't know what I was
missing!
While in college, a heater failure on a cold winter night resulted in the loss of all my
plants. For many years, I had no more than a random phalaenopsis on a windowsill, but I
always dreamed of "one day" when I could get back into orchids.
In 2007, I found the Memphis Orchid Society website, and attended the first orchid society
meeting of my life. I couldn't believe how great it was! Here was a group of interesting,
friendly folks, a community of people from all walks of life, who all had one thing in
common -- a love for orchids! Here was a place to hear wonderful speakers, ask
questions, buy awesome plants from visiting vendors, and maybe score a great plant for a
steal at auction! It only took a few meetings for me to feel like part of the gang. And as
the years have gone by, the friendships I have made with many of you have become very
important to me.
It's been a great privilege to serve as your president for the past two years. We are all
very fortunate to be part of such a vibrant, active society, with so many hard-working
members who all play a part in our success. I welcome Dr. Brem as our new president for
2013, and expect the new year to be our best one yet! Thank you, Memphis Orchid
Society. I'm thankful and very proud to be a member!

My name is Mark Mills.
I am your future former President.
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May

4/22

from Stones River Orchids

12 Species Influencing Modern
Phalaenopsis Breeding

Eric Hunt

Orchids of Eastern Australia

Orchid Photographer
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MBG

10/28 2:00

Alex Kumok
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Bizaar and Unusual: Latouria Dendrobiums

11/18 2:00

C h a r les & Su san W ilso n

MBG
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12/2
MBG

2:00

Christmas Party

S h o w R epo r t
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The Orchid Society of Middle Tennessee splendidly hosted their show 2 - 4 Nov 2012 at Cheekwood
Botanical Gardens in Nashville, TN. Nine members of the Memphis Orchid Society (Debra Baker,
Bayer, Brem, Chappell, Giles, Mills, Potts, Valentine, Wilson) participated by sending 52 orchids which
were collectively arranged by Charles and Susan Wilson and Debra Baker. The competition of 220
orchids included an astonishing 110 entries in the Cattleya Alliance. Memphis members collectively
won 33 ribbons (14 blue, 11 red and 8 white) with every Memphis member receiving at least one
ribbon. That is a wonderful 65% of Memphis entries earning a ribbon and shows how successful our
members can grow (and also how competitive we can be with the best orchids in bloom from 9
growers). There were 24 orchids in the show selected for special AOS judging, with an incredible 12
of them coming from Memphis growers (Debra Baker, Brem, Chappell, Mills, Valentine, Wilson). Four
AOS awards were made in the show with two for Memphis members. Debra Baker received a 90
point First Class Certificate for her Rhyncholaeliocattleya Kure Beach ‘Lenette #2’ FCC/AOS – a
stupendous achievement for her first AOS award! Mark Mills received a Certificate of Horticultural
Merit for his Angraecum birrimense ‘Swamprad’ CHM/AOS (provisional till identification is
confirmed).
The Memphis exhibit received a blue ribbon in its class, trophy for Best Exhibit in it class and the
American Orchid Society Show trophy for best exhibit. Congratulations and special thanks to all our
members who participated!
Photos are courtesy of Bryan Kurowski, Orchid Society of Middle Tennessee.
Charles & Susan Wilson

Angr. birrimense 'Swamprad' CHM
Photo by Bryan Kurowski

Bulb. Emily Siegerist
Photo by Charles Wilson

The Minute Man

The Detling Report

Mark Mills brought the meeting to order at 2 PM on
10/28/12.
In 2013 the Society will be placed exclusively in the
larger Goldsmith room for all monthly meetings from
now on.

The turnout for the MOS October meeting was good
with 38 members in attendance. The Orientation
Theater was filled to capacity with people, food, and
orchids. One visitor was Scott Haynes who is a friend
of Mark’s. We hope he will visit again and even
consider joining us. There was one other visitor who
slipped in and out without giving a name. We think
she is a Master Gardener Intern who has visited
before and just dropped in to get a little more
Continuing Ed. Hope to see everyone at the
November meeting.

Business:
Send all orchids for the Nashville show to Dr. Fenwick
Chappell's house by 4 PM Thursday.
Ellen Watson would like input on food for the
meetings for example a potluck format, scale back
and do chips, dips, nuts etc, or keep things as they are
at present.
Debra Baker was asked by Charles Wilson to bring to
the attention of the society that Mid America Orchid
Congress needs to help support the local judging
centers for AOS. A motion was made by Ellen to
support the center with an annual donation of $100
from the Memphis Orchid /Society. The motion was
seconded by Chuck Pintner.
October speaker is our own Alek Kumok giving a talk
on Latouria type Dendrobiums.
The orchiada bark is at Mark's house and needs to be
picked up after the meeting.
The show and tell orchid of the month was a
Masdevallia decumana shown by Randy Bayer.

Bill and Nancy

Debra Talks Ca$h
It is that time of the year again to review your
membership dues for 2013. You can renew with
check or cash at the November meeting or at the
Christmas Party, dues are $25.00 per family. Or if you
prefer you can mail it to 3617 Graves Road, Memphis,
TN 38116. Your renewal includes the Monthly
Newsletter, Meeting and Guest Speaker reminders,
and upcoming out of town shows.

Several itemas were auctioned off after show and tell.

If you would you like to be a Memphis Orchid Society
Name Tag Wearing Member, the cost is $7.00 for a
pin tag and $9.00 for a magnet tag.

Meeting adjourned at 4 PM.

See Me! Debra Baker

Paul Garner

Holidays Party
Annual MOS Holiday Party
Dec 2, 2012, 2:00 p.m. at the Memphis Botanic
Garden.
This is our biggest fund raiser of the year. Bring your
favorite pot luck and two donations for auction.
Auction items may be non-orchid related.

co
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News from the American Orchid Society –
2013 AOS Conservation Calendars are available. Photographs are of orchids in their natural
habitat. This large 11” x 22", full-color calendar contains 14 months so you can keep dates
into 2014. Enjoy the beauty of orchids in the wild as you support conservation, with $2 of
each calendar purchase going to fund AOS conservation projects. Wholesale pricing for
groups are packed and available in boxes of 12. They make great holiday gifts for your orchid
loving friends and family!
Gordon W. Dillon - Richard C. Peterson Memorial Essay Contest. The deadline for submissions
to his annual contest is November 30, 2012. The theme for the 2012 essay is: The Orchids I
Want But Can’t Really Find (Real or Imagined). More information on essay submissions and
rules may be found on the AOS website. A bit of history on the award (from the AOS
website): The contest was established in 1985 by the AOS Northeast Judging Center to honor
the memory of two former editors of the AOS Bulletin (now Orchids). Gordon Dillon served as
editor from 1943 through 1968 and again from 1970 through 1973. Richard Peterson's name
first appeared on the masthead of the AOS Bulletin in April 1971 as associate editor. In 1973,
he was named editor and, upon Dillon's retirement in 1977, he became the executive director,
retaining his position of editor through 1984.
The Chair of the Publications Committee recently updated the society newsletter resources
page on the AOS website. Included in this resource are ideas for society newsletter contents
as well as a template for creating a newsletter, professional photographs to use and clip art.
Newsletters are a great way to keep the lines of communication open among your society
members. If your society doesn’t have one yet, check out the page under the Affiliated
Societies tab for this resource. Most societies post their newsletters on their website and they
are available to read by anyone from their website.
Next month I will give a report of the Members Meeting this month in Portland, Oregon.

Lynn Fuller, Chair
AOS Affiliated Societies Committee

