Tennessee Association
Of
Woodturners

January 2000
Demonstrator

Our January demonstrator
will be Dave Collier. He will
have a handout on places to buy
equipment and parts along with a
discussion of sharpening equipment and homemade tools. If you
have any homemade sharpening
jigs please bring them.
Our February demonstrator
will be Paul Ferrell. He will
discuss techniques for coloring,
bleaching, dyeing, and accenting
wood.
Brian Simmons from Atlanta
will be our speaker in March.

Dues

Dues are due for 2000. If you
joined the TAW since the August
symposium your membership is
good. If not then you need to send
$25 to Jimmy Campbell 602 EdinburgDr. Columbia , TN. 38401.
Make your chech payable to
TAW.

Brentwood show

Don't forget to bring your
pieces for the Brentwood library
show. This will be the last possible time to get them in, so don't
forget. This is a chance to show
off that unusual piece you've
been saving. I think Pete said we
have 3 or 4 showcases.
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Donation

Instant Gallery

A motion was passed to give a
$250 donation in Charles Alvis'
name to the Harpeth Hills Church
of Christ. As you all know this
has been a wonderful place to
meet and Charles had a very big
hand in setting this up.

The gallery was a little small this
month. I hope we didn't scare
everyone off. We still want to see
your pieces. If you don't want to
talk about the piece in front of the
group that's perfectly OK. 1 think
we all enjoy heating about the trials and tribulations of creating
your latest "masterpiece".
Brenda talked about her ambrosia maple bowl. It was beautifully shaped. Paul Ferrell discusses how beatles invade the
maple and this changes it's color.
If you hold the bowl up to your
ear you can hear them sing (we
love you yea,yea, yea). Sorry I
couldn't resist that.
Kevin Austin had some Christmas ornaments that had detailing
done with the Sorby spiraling tool.
I just got one of the spiraling tools
and thought it would be really
cool to use it on the ball of the
ornament and then hollow it until

Raffle tickets

To speed up the meeting a little we have decided to sell raffle
tickets at the beginning of the
meeting. As you come in the
door you can purchase the raffle
tickets or you can wait to see
what comes in. We hope to get
this done before the meeting starts
so we will have more time for the
show and tell and the guest
speaker.

Resource List

Wc would like to include a list
of teachers and "experts" in our
resource list. This will include
anyone with a skill they would be
willing to share with others. It
doesn't have to be woodtuming.
Are you really good with the table
saw or router? Are you a carver
or machinist? How about a bookkeeper or photographer? Someone in the club may need your
expertise or at least a little knowledgeable advice. Please fill out
the resource list flyer and send to

you could sec through the spirals.

Kevin beat me to it and did one
better. He cut through the sides
and put a flame shaped piece of
Osage Orange in the hollow. He
cut spirals on that so it looked
alive.
Paul Ferrell had a chalice that
started with the glass top you get
from Craft supplies. He inserted
this into a shallow maple burl
bowl that surrounded the lower
1/3 of the glass. He than added a
purple heart base and an ebony
stem. It was a georgeous piece.

He recommended using Silicone
aquarium cement as the "glue"
and warned that the wood bowl
should be big enough to avoid
touching the glass, if the wood
shrinks it can break the glass.
Fred Takacs had a segmented
"armidillo" bowl of walnut and
maple. He turned a bowl and left
the center column. Then cut it in
half and reassembled the piece to
arrive at a bowl with a handle
that runs across the opening. It
confused everyone until we
found the glue joint. Good job
Fred.

Other pieces displayed
Bob Brewer
berry
small

Spalted HackVessel and a

bowl
Pete Preston
Poplar bowl
James Obryant Candle stick
Randy Trentham Saturn Box
Harry French
Stamp boxes
Tom Berent A spinning Top
made from a CDRom

December
Demonstration

This months demo was a
group discussion about homemade tools. Wood turners are an
inventive lot. I'll try to describe
some of them.
Gary Martin showed his hollowing tool which was a 'A" steel
bar with a V*" high speed steel bit
super glued into a hole drilled in
the end.
Dan Erickson had a hook tool
and an alien wrench tool he
made. I don't know about the
rest of you but I would love to
see a demo on how to use this
and a ring tool.

Andy Woodard brought several
vacuum chucks he made from wood.
He said they need to be trued up occasionally and need to be sealed so the
vacuum won't be lost through the
pores of the wood.
Fred Takacs brought in a cradle he
designed to hold a natural edged burl
so he could turn it into a lid for a box.
Randy Trentham had a cutoff tool
he made from a planer blade. He suggested you grind down the sides to
give chip relief for the cutting edge.
To put it in a handle he uses structural
cement from the auto parts store to fill
the gap.
Larry Hooper put a 3/8" drill in a
handle so he always has a quick tool
to get a hole started in a bowl. He
uses hemostats to hold sandpaper for
sanding the interior of small boxes and
hollow vessels. I found these real
cheap at the Nashville flea market.
They are very useful for all sorts of
things. They are especially useful for
closing open wounds from trying to
use the skew. Just Kidding.
Jimmy Campbell brought in a faceplate centering tool. This was a cylinder that fits inside his faceplate. It has
a point that touches the wood at the
center point you marked. This allows
you to center your faceplate quickly.
He also use a spring loaded center
punch to mark the ends of dowels.
Kevin Austin brought in a magnetic proximity switch for hollowing
vessels. The sensor is mounted outside the piece. A light on the sensor
comes on when the tool is approximately 8mm from the sensor. If there
is a 4mm gap between the sensor and
wood then the walls will be about 3 or
4mm thick at that point when it senses
the tool. He said that the density of
the wood affects the dimension a little
so you should test it for accuracy.
That was pretty neat. I hope to hear
more when he perfects the technique.
Dave Collier had to many gadgets
to mention and I suspect he has many
more neat ideas. He brought a knock
out bar and after a brief discussion

some one suggested a trailer
ball might be a cheap way to
get the weight for the end of
the bar. He had a tool rest
made from angle iron with a
steel rod welded to the top.
This gave a lip for your finger
to ride against and a smooth
hard surface for the tool. He
made a "skewchigouge" and a
real neat tool for sharpening
this gouge. The gouge has a
bevel every 120 degrees. To
sharpen it he took a hex coupler that was large enough to
fit over the gouge and then
drilled and tapped one side.
Put this on the gouge and lock
down the screw, rotate the
tool so that one side of the
hex sits on your grinder tool
rest. Now rotate the nut to
every other side and you get
exactly 120 degrees. That's
what I call a head slapper.
You hit yourself in the forehead and go "why didn't I
think of that".
Paul Ferrell brought in a
tenon sizing tool made from a
craftsman 9mm open end
wrench. He sharpens one side
and then grinds the opening
until it exactly fits the tenon
size he wants. He suggested
buying a wrench a hair too
small. A 3/8 wrench will be
just a little too big for a 3/8
tenon.

Classifieds
David Erwin want to purchase
back issues of AAW journals
and would also like to purchase a
variable speed lathe.
Gary Martin has a lathe for -ale.
Swing 15 inches over the b . i, 30
inches outboard. Spindle is
threaded right hand threads on
both ends so you don't need special tools for outboard turning.
5ft.between centers. 1 hp variable speed motor with reverse.
$2000 615-895-9207

Guest member

Nashville

Millard Brown
2712 Western Hills Drive
Nashville, TN 37214
615/884-1064

Franklin
Road

Douglas Snyder
821 Georgeboro Ct.
Brentwood, Tn. 37027

1 have read that all finishes are
probably edible after they cure.
There is an extremely small
amount of particles that could be
ingested after a finish cures and
these would be well below what
the Government has regulated.
However, I don't want to argue
this with a customer. It would be
much simpler to use a known edible finish and then not have to go
through the hassle. Below is a list
of the most common.
Pure Tung Oil-Extracted from the
nut of the china wood tree.
Raw Linseed oil-pressed from
flax seed.
Mineral Oil-Although derived
from petroleum, it is colorless,
odorless, tasteless and entirely in-

ert

Walnut Oil-Pressed from the nuts
of the walnut tree.

Shellac-A secretion from the lac
bug. Super blond shellac in flake
form is the most water resistan.
Nothing-Spoons and bowls were
used like this long before we came
along.
Some of these are often mixed
together to form a nicer smelling or
slightly more durable finish. One
example is mineral oil and beeswax.
Most of these finishes will have to
be reapplied fairly often to stay
looking nice. If you have a favorite
food safe finish please let us know
and I will put it with this list. This
came from Jonathan Binzen -Fine
Woodworking #129 P.69

Exit 74
B
West

Old Hickory

Steve Shores
5580 Asbury Road
Manchester, Tn. 37355

Beeswax-From bee hives.
Carnauba wax-Derived from the
Brazilian palm tree. Harder than
beeswax and more water-resistant.
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HiUsboro

New Members

H Harpeth Hills
H Church of

John Oxley
104 Fairmont
Franklin, TN 37064

Edible Finishes
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Brentwood

We meet at the Harpeth
Hills Church of Christ-1949
Old Hickory Blvd- Brentwood, Tn 37027. Take 1-65
south of Nashville to the Old
Hickory Blvd. Exit 74-B.
Cross Franklin road, going
4.1 miles (not quite to HiUsboro Pike). The church is on
the left side of the road. Facing the church, use the left
side entrance, half way down
the building near the back of
the sanctuary.
Membership in the Tennessee Association of Woodtumers is open to
anyone with an interest in the craft of
woodtuming. Annual dues are
$25.00.

Officers:
President - Gary Martin 615-8959207

Vice President-Jackie Potts 931-5833377

Secretary/Newsletter Editor
John Lucas 931-525-6400

Librarian-Mai Clissold-615-373-4881
Imed. Past President- Mike Zinser
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Harpeth Hills
Church of Christ

Brentwood
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We meet on the 1 st Tuesday
of the month. The meeting
starts at 7 PM. We meet at the
Harpeth Hills Church of Christ1949 Old Hickory Bivd- Brentwood, Tn 37027. Take 1-65
south of Nashville to the Old
Hickory Blvd. Exit 74-B. Cross
Franklin road, going 4.1 miles
(not quite to Hillsboro Pike). The
church is on the left side of the
road. Facing the church, use the
left side entrance, half way down
the building near the back of the
sanctuary. Everyone is welcome.

Membership in the Tennessee
Association of Woodtumers is
open to anyone with an interest
in the craft of woodtuming.
Annual dues are $25.00.

Officers:
President - Gary Martin 615-8959207
Vice President-Jackie Potts 931583-2257
Secretary/Newsletter Editor
John Lucas 931-525-6400
Librarian-Mai Clissold-615-3734881
Treasurer Jimmy Campbell 931381-9379
Imed. Past President- Mike Zinser

