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July 13, 1953

Old Forge POW 
asks Eisenhower 
to keep his pledge

Cpl. Thomas B. Gaylets 
sent a letter to The Scranton 
Times from his prison camp 
in North Korea. The letter 
was a request for the news-
paper to remind President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower to 
keep his pledge to “end the 
war and get us home.”

His letter to the newspa-
per was dated March 17, 
1953. He wrote, “now that we 
have a new president and he 
had promised to see if he 
could end the war and also 
promised he would have us 
home, I would like you to 
suggest that Mr. President 
Eisenhower should carry 

out his promises.”
He concluded the letter 

with, “There are quite a 
number of prisoners from 
Scranton and the whole 
state of Pennsylvania and 
we would like to get back to 
our loved ones once again. 
So if you would do me that 
little favor I would appreci-
ate it very much.”

Gaylets, son of Mrs. 
Annette Gaylets, had been a 
prisoner of war since May 
1951. He enlisted in the 
Army following his gradua-
tion from Old Forge High 
School in 1950.

He was captured while 
serving with the 2nd Divi-
sion Engineers on the front 
lines. He was awarded the 
Bronze Star with “V” for 
valor.

He was freed along with 

74 other Americans on Aug. 
12.

Gaylet and fellow prisoner 
of war Cpl. John Ritter, of  
Dunmore, both returned 
home on Aug. 29.

Scranton furrier 
shows off invention 
at convention

Fred Olday, owner of Old-
ay Fur Machinery Corp. in 
Scranton, developed a device 
to “let out” furs.

Olday, a resident of Lake 
Wallenpaupack, said this 
device would help to reduce 
labor costs in the making of  
fur coats or accessories. His 
invention attached to the 
sewing machine to help 
guide the fur pieces being 
sewed together.

The average cost of an 

average-length mink fur coat 
was $600 with more than 
half the price coming from 
the sewing of the garment.

Olday showed off his 
invention at a recent furrier 
convention in Boston. He 
said plans on producing the 
device were on hold as engi-
neers from Singer Sewing 
Machines had to inspect it 
first. 

He said if he did move for-
ward with making the 
device, he would work with 
Eastern Specialties of Scran-
ton to produce them.

BRIAN FULTON, library manag-
er, oversees The Times-
Tribune’s expansive digital and 
paper archives and is an 
authority on local history. 
Contact Brian at bfulton@
timesshamrock.com or 570-
348-9140.

Game show announcer Johnny Gilbert (TV: 
“Jeopardy!”) is 95. actor Patrick Stewart is 83. 
actor Harrison Ford is 81. Singer-guitarist Roger 
McGuinn (The Byrds) is 81. actor-comedian 
Cheech Marin is 77. actor daphne Maxwell Reid 
is 75. actor didi Conn is 72. actor Gil 
Birmingham is 70. Singer louise Mandrell is 69. 
Rock musician Mark “The animal” Mendoza 

(Twisted Sister) is 67. actor-director Cameron 
Crowe is 66. Former tennis player anders Jarryd 
is 62. Comedian Tom Kenny is 61. Country 
singer-songwriter Victoria Shaw is 61. Bluegrass 
singer Rhonda Vincent is 61. actor Kenny 
Johnson is 60. Roots singer/songwriter Paul 
Thorn is 59. Country singer Neil Thrasher is 58. 
actor Ken Jeong is 54. Singer deborah Cox is 

50. actor ashley Scott is 46. Rock musician Will 
Champion (Coldplay) is 45. actor Fran Kranz is 
42. actor aya Cash is 41. St. louis Cardinals 
catcher yadier Molina is 41. actor Colton Haynes 
is 35. actor Steven R. McQueen is 35. Soul 
singer leon Bridges is 34. actor Hayley Erin 
(“General Hospital”) is 29. actor Kyle Harrison 
Breitkopf is 18.

Today is Thursday, July 13, the 
194th day of 2023. There are 
171 days left in the year.

In 1863, deadly rioting against 
the Civil War military draft 
erupted in New york City. (The 
insurrection was put down 
three days later.)

In 1960, John F. Kennedy won 
the democratic presidential 
nomination on the first ballot 
at his party’s convention in 
los angeles.

On this day

Celebrity birthdays

Lotteries

Asked& 
answered
Today we ask: If your favorite 
player leaves the team you 
root for, would you switch your 
allegiance to their new team? 
log on to vote.

Yesterday we asked: Indoor 
or outdoor concert?
Indoor: 52%
Outdoor: 48%

Find the familiar phrase, saying or 

name in this arrangement of letters. 

Solution is below.

Whatzit

Solution: Harrison Ford

Obituaries
William E. Beier ....................B9

dana Hanczyc .......................B8

Thomas P. Homenchak ..........B8

Coleen a. Kennedy. ...............B9

Robert J. Kakareka ...............B9

Inge (Mueller) Mills ...............B9

Nira alice Madison ................B8

William M. Packer Sr. ............B9

John J. Radzwillowicz ............B9

andrew Shean ......................B8
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BY BROOKE WILLIAMS

STaFF WRITER

Celebrate the summertime 
while supporting a local cause.

St. Joseph’s Center holds its 
annual Summer Festival at Mary-
wood University on Friday, July 
28, and Saturday, July 29, from 4 to 
10 p.m., and Sunday, July 30, from 

noon to 7 p.m. Now in its 135th 
year, the center serves people with 
intellectual disabilities and offers 
pregnancy support, adoption 
assistance, outpatient therapy and 
medical day services.

Festival-goers can expect food 
and beverages, including tacos, 
potato pancakes and lemonade, as 

well as bingo, children’s games, a 
giant slide and traditional stands 
like It’s a Wrap, Tricky Trays, 
Book Booth and General Store.

This year also marks the 26th 
anniversary of WNEP-TV meteo-
rologist Joe Snedeker’s Go Joe 
Bike Ride supporting St. Joseph’s 
Center. WNEP will host its annual 

telethon on the Friday and Satur-
day of the festival from 7 to 9 p.m.

Tickets for a cash raffle with a 
prize of $10,000 cost $50 each. For 
more information, visit stjosephs-
center.org, email auxiliary@stjo-
sephscenter.org or call 570-207-6656.

Contact the writer:  
bwilliams@timesshamrock.com;  
570-348-9100 x5107;  
@BWilliamsTT on Twitter.

Pennsylvania
Wednesday

Pick 2, 1:35 7-2 (7)
Pick 2, 7 5-9 (9)
Pick 3, 1:35 8-1-9 (7)
Pick 3, 7 5-7-7 (9)
Pick 4, 1:35 6-6-9-3 (7)
Pick 4, 7 7-7-8-2 (9)
Pick 5, 1:35 0-9-0-3-9 (7)
Pick 5, 7 9-1-3-3-3 (9)
Treasure Hunt, 
11-24-25-26-29
Cash 5, 
17-32-37-38-43
Match 6, 
5-10-13-18-29-30
Cash4life, 
9-16-36-40-59+1
Powerball, Wednesday  
23-35-45-66-67+20
Powerplay: 3
Mega Millions, Tuesday      
10-17-33-51-64+5
Megaplier: 2
Today’s “Pennsylvania Cash 

5” jackpot will be worth at 
least $900,000.
Today’s “Pennsylvania 

Match 6” jackpot will be 
worth at least $1.06 million.

BRIAN FULTON’S DAY IN HISTORY — 70 YEARS

Villa Capri Cruisers donate to Nay Aug butterfly playground

The Villa Capri Cruisers Car Club Inc. donated $1,000 to the butterfly playground for disabled children at Nay Aug Park in 
Scranton. From left: club members Mike Greenstein, Rich Mroczka and Tony Veno; park authority member Bob Gattens; and club 
members Butch Pagotto, Sal Pizzo, Nick Tielli and Ray Coolbaugh.

TIMES-TRIBUNE aRCHIVES

Cpl. Thomas B. Gaylets of 
Old Forge sent a letter to 
The Scranton Times dated 
March 17, 1953, while he 
was a prisoner of war in 
North Korea.
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COMING TOGETHER FOR A CAUSE
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The St. Joseph’s Center Summer Festival returns July 28-30. Kneeling, from left: Lindsey Evans and Robbie Timlin, co-presidents. 
Standing: Sister Maryalice Jacquinot, I.H.M., president and CEO; Suzanne McGrath, Kathleen Timlin, Grace Kramor, Mauri Olivetti, 
Chrissy Thomas, Jeannie McDonald, Cindy Hoban, Maria Lawler, Jan Needham, Terry Pidgeon, Mary Ann Behle, Jeannie Corcoran, 
Marylou Grogan, Colleen Penzone, Lisa Malos, Linda Breslin, Maggie McGregor, Annette Rose, Nicole Barnabe, Katie Whitman, 
Linda Kerecman, Bob Kerecman, Bridget Gallagher with Annie, and Lynn Gavin, auxiliary coordinator.

St. Joseph’s Center to hold annual summer festival at Marywood University.
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