Sometimes life calls for us to do what some people don't like to do 

and others of us get our puzzle brain tickled doing.  


That is reading between the lines  

Whether that is brain teasers 


that require us to add something in 


or change the way we think.  



Things like a car crashing into a building at the bottom of the hill 




after sitting at the top for a day, 




with nothing but a puddle to be found on the floor.  



Or a man only being able to take the elevator to the 13th floor on sunny days



and 30th floor on rainy days.  


These puddles ask us to add something in.  


Our text today does the same.  



We have to add in that an ice block was sitting on the brake pedal 



or the man was vertically challenged, 




but had his umbrella on rainy days.

Our text today has many occurrences happening 


that are amazing 


or different from the way people usually die.  

But it is when we put meaning behind them 


and fill in the gaps 



that this scene brings all of the meaning home with it.  


So while a total eclipse lasting 3 hours, 


Jesus crying out words from Psalm 22, 


denying a wine vinegar drink while thinking that he is waiting for Elijah, 


the temple curtain being torn in two,  


an earthquake occurring, 


and tombs breaking open 


and people being raised to life 



is not how people usually die.  

So what are the in between the lines things that Matthew is trying to tell us? 

What is it about these events 


that even a Centurion is convinced that surely, 



this was the Son of God!? 

The first piece I had not realized before, 


is that going back with astrological charts 



to figure out when this occurred is useless.  

The darkness that came over the land, 


came at the time of Passover, 



which is celebrated on a full moon night 



and eclipses only occur on a new moon.  

So we are to hear this darkness from noon to 3 


as something more than the earth blocking out the sun.  

We are to hear Isaiah 53 


and God “clothing the sky with darkness 


and making  sackcloth its covering.”  

In Amos 8:9, 


we hear of God bringing judgment on Israel saying, 



'9 “In that day,” declares the Sovereign Lord, 



“I will make the sun go down at noon 




and darken the earth in broad daylight.”  

When Israel's Sin, 

when our sin is being dealt with, 


darkness comes over the land.  

In the Exodus story, 


the ninth plague, 



before the death of the first born 


is darkness over the whole land for three days.  

Then comes the death of Jesus, 


the Son of God, 



and we are to hear the Exodus freedom again.

Matthew is telling us much here, 


and those with ears to hear are hearing the exodus story replayed.  

As we  have talked about previously, 


evil also feeds off of evil.  

Darkness is having a feeding frenzy here.  


If we remember the story about the man who had the demons driven out, 



they wandered around for awhile, 



then came back in greater numbers, 




we know that this death brings about a host of evil sprits.  



This is the cruise ship all you can eat buffet  x1000.  


Evil has never feasted so well and never will again.  



Because in this moment, 


Jesus is drawing unto himself all the sins of the world, 



that have happened and will happen.

Then in the 9th hour, 

or 3 pm, 


we hear Jesus crying out the introductory sentence of Psalm 22.  

Building on what we have already put in, 


we also need to know that 3 pm is the time the lambs 



were regularly brought in for the daily sacrifice in the temple




to deal with that days sin.  

This is a scene that is exactly what it seems.  


Jesus feeling abandoned by God.  

But as Psalm 22, 

the wider body of scripture, 

and life demonstrate, 


God does not ever completely abandon us.  

There are times when the situation we are in 


clouds our vision 



and leaves us to think, feel, and act 




as if God has abandoned us.  


But there are things we can't do 



if we are not momentarily set free.  




You can't ride a bike 





if your parents never let go.  




You can't take on the sin of the world 





and still have a perfectly clear view of God.  

But Psalm 22 reminds us, 


that as we dwell in those feelings, 


wade through them, 



eventually the water clears 




and we can see again.  

But there is a time 


where we have to weather the storm seemingly alone.  

Jesus weathered this storm alone, 


but was calling out to God in faith 



through it all.  

As we know, 


on the third day, 



the Father's answer was brilliantly clear.

Jesus' calling in Aramaic 


leaves those listening confused.  

Eli, or God, 


is in Elijah's name.  

Elijah actually has two names for God in it 


and means “Yahweh is my God.”  

So this confusion could be heard as just confusion.  

Or it can be heard for what Jesus was railing against his whole ministry.  


The idea that people were still waiting for Elijah to return 



but John the Baptist had already come in Elijah's role.  


The Gospel of John has the Baptist proclaiming it clearly 



when speaking about Jesus, 




“Behold, the Lamb of God, 





who takes away the sins of the world.”

One man may have heard it right 


and offered wine vinegar to Jesus.  

The rest are standing there, 


waiting to see if Elijah comes to save him.  

They are behind the times.  


Elijah has been beheaded.  


No one is going to come and save Jesus.  

Jesus is here in this position to save them.

Since no one is coming to save Jesus, 


the only thing left to do 



is to lay down his life.  

Matthew's choice of words here is important.  


“He gave up his spirit.”  

Remember, 


this was Jesus' calling, 


this is what he came to do.  

No one took Jesus' life from him.  


He gave it freely for you and me.  



And this is how Jesus' life on earth ended.  




With an intentional choice to serve 





by giving of himself.

With this act, 

this death, 


things can not remain the same.  

With our sin being dealt with, 


the gulf between God and humanity 



has been bridged by Jesus' death on a cross.  

God makes this clear 


with the temple curtain being torn in two from top to bottom.  

Hanging 90 feet high 

and 30 feet wide according to Josephus, 


tearing fabric 4 inches thick does not just happen.  

But the temple curtain was there to remind the people, 


even the high priest, 



that their sin made them unworthy to approach God.  

But in this moment, 


with the lamb dying for our sins forever, 



this is no longer needed.  


There was no need to keep the curtain, 



so God tore it in two




and opened the way to his presence..

Following this first tear, 


comes 6 more acts of God in celebration of this moment. 



The earth shook, 



rocks split, 



tombs opened, 



bodies raised, 



the dead appeared,  



and centurions were frightened.  

This is God's joy unleashed.  


It is good to know 



that I get my urge to spoil a surprise from my heavenly father.  

He can't wait for Sunday morning 


to let everyone know that things are different.  

Nor can the earth.  


The earth itself starts popping apart.  



Bodies, not just souls, 




come out of the ground and start sharing the news, 





resurrection is at hand!  

The Earth knows this and responds with dancing.  


The man made curtain, 


the graves, the doors could not hold this news back.  

But we are always left with a choice as to how we respond.  


In this case, 



we can be afraid, 



or we can realize that God is at work here 




in ways we never thought possible.  

So again, 


just as the Wise Men did at the beginning, 


we now have the bookend, 



with another gentile telling God's people 




what God has done in bringing Jesus to earth.  



The Son of God has come.

We then conclude with the Jewish witnesses.  


A band of women, 




who had stayed close to Jesus, 


but were close enough 



that the darkness of death was not allowing them to see clearly yet 




what God had done.  

The reports as they went home 


probably sounded much differently 


than the letter they might write in a month or two.  

Right now it is all darkness.  


Jesus was crucified, 


an earthquake happened, 


but I could not see the damage done to the house 



because of the complete darkness.  


But when I got home all my dishes were smashed on the floor.  



But it is worse than that, 




the temple curtain was torn as well.  


I don't know what that is going to do for worship this year.  



Can anything else go wrong?

But if they wade through what has happened, 


as the storm clears out and the women see what God has done, 



they will soon, suddenly find themselves running around saying, 





“He is risen!  He is risen indeed.!”  

But that is still a ways off.  


We have to live in the death and darkness for awhile, 



so that we can appreciate what Jesus did with the light.  

As we find ourselves in those dark places, 


may we have the patience to wait for the light as well.
45 From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land. 46 About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?”—which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.” 
48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 49 The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.” 
50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 
51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split. 52 The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. 53 They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus’ resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many people. 
54 When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!” 
55 Many women were there, watching from a distance. They had followed Jesus from Galilee to care for his needs. 56 Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the mother of Zebedee’s sons. 
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