
The Schuyler 

County Historical 

Society’s Holiday 

Open House will 

take place on Sun-

day, December 

11th from 2-4 pm 

at the Brick Tav-

ern Museum. 

This year’s Open 

House will include 

a special reception 

to thank and 

honor County His-

torian Barbara Bell, 

who is retiring at 

year’s end.   

Barbara has been 

Schuyler County 

Historian since 

1980, currently New 

York State’s longest 

serving county his-

torian. 

The Open House 

will also include a 

book sale on our 

regional history 

books, just in time 

for the holidays. 

Included in the 

book sale is Bar-

bara’s latest book, 

“Schuyler County 

Days Bygone,” 

published in 2009.   

Please join us for a 

special afternoon 

of refreshments, 

good cheer, and to 

honor our County 

Historian, Barbara 

Bell.  

Free and open to the 

public. 
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Benefits of SCHS 

Membership: 

 
• Subscription to the 16-

page Journal and our 

newsletter  The Vista. 
• Free use of our Research 

Library. 
• Invitation to special Soci-

ety programs and events. 
• Full voting privileges to 

help shape our Society’s 
future. 

• The opportunity to help 

preserve Schuyler County 
history! 
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50th Anniversary Capital Campaign Status 
Campaign Reaps Results 

The Schuyler County 

Historical Society 

wasted no time in put-

ting your donations to 

work on the Brick Tav-

ern Museum. 

The workers have 

nearly completed a long-

list of items needing at-

tention at the Museum.   

Extensive exterior work 

has been done, including 

brickwork, windows, 

shutters, and roofing is-

sues.  The back porch 

and handicap ramp have 

been repaired– and much 

more.   

Thanks to all campaign 

contributors!  See inside 

this issue for the list of 

all who have given to 

support our mission. 



50th Anniversary Capital Campaign 
List of Contributors 

PAGE 2 ~THE VISTA~ VOLUME 4,  ISSUE 3 

The Schuyler County Historical Society’s 50th Anniversary Capital Campaign, 

which ran from September 2010 to September 2011, was successful in raising 

$105,000.  We are so grateful to the following members, friends, organizations, 

and businesses for believing in our mission and purpose.  Words fail to express 

our sincere gratitude. 

 

 

LEAD GIFTS ($1,000 or more) 
 

ANONYMOUS (3)  

Marian Boyce  

Chemung Canal Trust Co.  

Janet Cotton 

Cotton Hanlon, Inc. 

Shirley & Roy Craver  

Robert Crippen  

Family of Eleanor Elmore 

Jim & Becky Guild 

Dorothy Hayes 

Hazlitt 1852 Vineyards 

 

 

Jean Hubsch 

Lakewood Vineyards 

Peter McGrath 

John Potter & Frances Edwards  

Schuyler County Sheriff’s Assn  

Les & Bonnifer Schweizer  

Jeffery & Valerie Snider  

Beverly Stamp 

Visions FCU  

Mary Ann Webster 

Kenneth Wilson 

 

BUSINESS DONORS
 

American Legion Post #555  

Arby’s Restaurant 

Chequaga Tribe IoRM 

Cool-Lea Campgound 

Dandy MiniMarts 

Elmira Savings Bank 

Fulkerson  Winery 

Glenora Wine Cellars 

H.L. Stephens Furniture 

Jerlando’s Ristorante 

Lamoka Lodge #463 F&AM 

Nelson Development 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R & L Perry Construction 

Savard’s Restaurant 

Senka Agency 

Stillman’s Greenhouse 

Taylor Precision Machining, Inc. 

Terry’s Small Engine 

US Salt 

VanSkiver Motors 

Watkins Glen-Montour Rotary 

West Wind Consulting 

Watkins Glen-Montour Falls 

ZONTA Club
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DONORS 
 

Mary Ann Aarons 

Nick & Anne Anagnost 

Michael Argetsinger 

Jackie Bailey 

David Bartone 

Anne Beattie 

Barbara Bell 

Barbara Berghoff 

Heidi Berghoff 

Jean Bishop 

Ben Blumberg 

John Bond 

Walter Bonzo 

Marian Boyce 

Diane Broadhurst 

Robert & Beverly Burnside 

Tina Canfield 

Calvin & Diane Carl 

Richard & Diana Castor 

Barbara & Robert 

Chapman 

Fred & Patricia Ciaschi 

Lou & Pam Cicconi 

Mia Clemens 

Edward Clute 

James & Ellen Coleman 

John & Mary Cook 

David Coolican 

Barbara Coon 

Gordon Cooper 

Elaine Dahl 

Charles Darling 

Genevieve Dean 

Marion Dearmley 

Mike & Betty DeNardo 

Al & Thelma Depew 

Antoinette DiCiaccio 

Anita Donahue 

Paul Donnelly 

Nicholas & Susann Dugo 

John & Anne Elder 

George Eldridge 

William Elkins 

Hon. William Ellison 

Gary Emerson 

Raymond & Marcie Ergott 

Jaqueline Eskew 

Gail Eyer 

Marjorie Fennell 

Bill & Bonnie Fenton 

William Franzese 

Connie Fern-Miller 

Ken & Peggy Field 

Marilyn Fitch 

Tony & Liz Fraboni 

Betsy Galbraith 

Alice Garey 

Ralph & Bonnie Gestwicki 

Philip Gillemot 

Paul Gillette 

Mary Ellen Gleason 

John Habbershaw 

Robert & Sadye Halpin 

Gayle Hatch 

Rev. Michael Hartney 

Lue Hessling 

Helena Howard 

Maryellen Hunt 

Paul Johnson 

Cheryl Johnston 

J. Kelsey Jones 

Rev. Beverly Karr-Lyon 

Daryl Kelly 

Robert and Mary King 

Ann Knoll 

Shirley & Jerry Kohena 

David & Carol Kunzmann 

James Kuttner 

Alonzo LaBarr 

Claudia LaFace  

James & Ruth Likoudis 

David & Beth Lisk 

Steven & Lynda LoPresti 

Ellsworth & Semera Lynch 

Ian Mackenzie 

Patricia Macnamara 

Annette Martin 

David & Marsha McElligott 

Joanne McLaine 

Bill & Beth Meehan 

Sally Michel 

Jean Morris 

Dennis & Julie Morris 

Burge & Suzanne Morris 

Nellie Munroe 

John Musser 

Per & Doris Navestad 

Barbara Neal 

Jackie Newell 

Marion Nicastro 

Dr. James Norton 

Brian O'Donnell 

Warren & Phyllis Palmer 

Lori & Jim Percival 

William Peters 

Richard & Patricia Pierce 

Doris & Arvine Pike 

Miranda Polmanteer 

John Potter 

Joanne Randall 

Janeth Richards 

Richard & Barbara Riley 

Donald & Beverly Riley 

Jane Roberts 

Henry & Susan Rocholl III 

Robert Roemmelt 

Patricia Sams 

Dr. Robert Satterly 

Philip & Elaine Saunders 

Elizabeth Schimizzi 

Patti Schimizzi & Don Sims

Emily Schwab 

James & Margaret Scott 

Anna Sgrecci 

Emma Lou Smith 

Jerry & Fran Smyder 

Jeff & Valerie Snider 

Arlene & Frank Steber 

Harry Suits 

Pamela Switzer 

Mary Lou Thompson 

Douglas Tifft 

Tompkins Family 

James Updyke 

Delores Vine 

Betty Vinti 

Suzanne Walker 

Judythe Walters 

Priscilla Weir 

George & Nancy Whipple 

Jim Whiting 

David Wickham 

Marjorie Wilhelm 

Al Wruck 
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Some of our donors gave in memory of a loved one or in honor of someone living.   
  

DONOR      IN MEMORY OF 

 

Anonymous      Henry K McAnarney 

Nick & Anne Anagnost    Jim Anagnost 

Jacquelin Bailey     Ruth Hillerman Morris 

John & Ann Bond     Floyd & Cleda Fassett 

Edward Clute      Nana Clute 

Diane Carl      Phyllis Tuttle 

Pam & Lou Cicconi     Mary Jones 

Charles & Martha Darling    Marie B Darling 

Marion Dearnley     Betty Strath 

Mildred Denson     Melorn & Ellena Denson 

Pat Eierman      Thomas MacClure & Hiram Raymond Families 

Justice William & Patricia Sullivan Suits Ellison Arthur & Edwina Ellison, PB Sullivan Family 

Eleanor Elmore Family    Elmore & Cronk Families 

Jacqueile Eskew     Allan F Murray 

Sam & Doris Fazzary    Florence Carpenter 

Marjorie Fennell     Mr & Mrs  J M Johnson 

Chuck & Roe Franzese    Sandra Gilmore Henderson & Kathleen Wojcik 

Alice Garey      Carl & Helen Garey 

Jim & Becky Guild     George & Mary Guild 

Mary & Bob King     Marge & Bob King, Teresa & Bill Ray 

Lakewood Vineyards     Monty Stamp 

David & Beth Lisk     William & Vera Lisk 

Ellsworth & Semera Lynch    Chandler & Lynch Families 

Peter McGrath     Arthur Joel Peck 

Mr & Mrs James Miller    Mr & Mrs Carl Garey 

Burge & Suzanne Morris    Our Early Founding Ancestors 

Caroline Lattin Muller    Charles & Helen Lattin 

Barbara Neal      Belva & Leroy Dickenson 

Richard & Patricia Pierce    Bud & Alice Emmons 

John Potter & Frances Edwards   Gary S Potter & Seba Edwards 

Lee Potter      Bud Potter 

Elaine H Saunders     Charles D Harrington 

Emily Borck Schwab     Richard W Schwab 

Anna Sgrecci      Dominick Sgrecci 

Beverly Stamp     Lucy Hillerman Stamp 

Pamela Switzer     George O Seybolt 

Bonnifer & Les Schweizer    Gertje Turk  & Sen. Willam & Dorothy Smith 

Mr & Mrs John R Updyke    Frank & Edith Updyke 

Their Children     Tom & Margaret Viglione 

Mary Ann Webster     Robert W Webster 

Jim & Bernita Whiting    Bill Whiting 

Wickham Family     William Wickham IV 

Kenneth Wilson     Stewart P Wilson 

Martha Evans, MaryJo Marks,    Margaret O’Grady Phelps 

Kathleen Chiacchierini     



DONOR                                                                        IN HONOR OF 

 

Louise & Bill Bement                                                   Barbara Bell 

Janet Cotton                                                                 All Historians of Schuyler County 

Jeffrey Dembrowski & Aracelis Ortiz                          Barbara Bell 

Kay Drake                                                                     All Volunteers 

Freeman Family Foundation                                       Peter, Linda & Victoria Freeman 

Rev Michael & Susan B Hartney                                 St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

John, Douglas, Linda Habbershaw                              Habershaw & Hodge Families 

Ann Knoll                                                                      Katherine Knoll 

Claudia Craver LaFace                                                Roy & Shirley Craver 

Brian O’Donnell                                                            Marian Boyce 

Mr. & Mrs. Francis Ward                                             Jean Bishop 

 

The preceding donor lists have been compiled over the course of the capital campaign.  Any 

omissions or misspellings are purely unintentional and will be corrected in subsequent donor 

compilations. 

Images of the Capital Campaign Renovations 
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cooking, and carpentry tools from 

our collections once the Wedgwood 

is converted to 

a rural life/

agricultural 

museum.  

Thanks also go 

to Roy Evans 

for replacing a 

broken window 

in the rear of the building, and Dan 

Teed for starting work on the ceil-

ing.  There is still 

much to be done.  If 

you have any interest 

in donating time to 

refurbish the exhibit 

cases please contact 

the Museum at (607)

535-9741 or 

info@schuylerhistory.

Besides acquiring a new set of front 

stairs and a handicap ramp cour-

tesy of our great volunteers, the old 

Wedgwood Schoolhouse on Route 

414 in the town of Dix now contains 

five donated exhibit cases in various 

states of disrepair. 

Thanks to donors Bruce and Vir-

ginia Bruckner and Randy Randall, 

the five cases will house farming, 

“To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting sentence or quote from the story  here.”  

Watkins Glen Tour Guide by 

Gordon 

Cooper ($32.50) 

 

Schuyler County Days By-

gone by Barbara 

H. Bell ($26) 

 

Letters to Suz-

anna: The First 

Twenty Years by 

Barbara H. Bell 

($16.25) 

 

 

Schuyler County New York: 

History and Families edited 

by John Potter 

($21.50) 

($32.50 leather) 
 

A Walk Through Watkins 

Glen: Water’s Sculp-

ture in Stone by 

Tony Ingraham 

($26) 
 

Town of Catharine 

History by Carol 

Tetz Fagnan 

($43.20) 

Around Watkins Glen, Im-

ages of America by Charles 

Mitchell & Kirk House 

($21.50) 

 

Seneca Dawn or Seneca 

Sunrise by Frank Steber 

($16.25 each) 

 

Visit www.schuylerhistory.

org for a complete list of 

books available. 

As the Museum was col-

lecting items for the case, 

a large donation of mate-

rials from the Schuyler 4-

H Club and the Schuyler 

County Youth Fair ap-

peared on our back porch. 

This collection contains 

The Cornell Cooperative Ex-

tension (CCE) (and its earlier 

variations) turned 100 years 

old this year.  To honor the 

help Cornell has given to area 

farmers over the years the 

Museum dedicated a front ex-

hibit case to the CCE in the 

month of October. 

many unlabelled photos that we 

need help identifying.  If you were 

active in the 4-H or the youth fair 

please drop by the Museum and 

take a look.   

Thank you! 

Wedgwood Building Update 

Books Available For Sale at Museum 

Museum Collections to Pique Your Interest 

Books make great gifts ! 
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Come help us with our 
4-H collection. 



Many visitors to the Museum 

have admired the framed vil-

lage of Wat-

kins map 

from 1873, 

which hangs 

prominently 

in the dining 

room. 

The map 

shows an art-

ist’s render-

ing of the vil-

lage as if seen 

from the air 

(perhaps a hot air balloon?) 

and is drawn in great detail.   

Streets 

are all 

marked 

(some 

with 

names no 

longer 

used) and 

promi-

nent 

buildings 

are noted.  

Steam-

boats coming into harbor are 

also shown. 

As a benefit to the Society, we 

plan on offering reproductions 

of the map for sale at $29.95 

unframed and $89.95 specially 

mounted. 

A limited number of unframed 

maps will be available for pur-

chase at the Museum’s Holiday 

Open House on December 11th 

from 2-4 pm.  More can be or-

dered from the Museum. 

click on the Facebook logo 

on the lower right.  “Like” us 

and you will receive updates 

about us on your Facebook 

page.   

Thank you! 

Did you know the  Society 

has a Facebook page?  Keep 

up-to-date with news and 

events, and check out cool 

old uploaded photos from 

our collections. Go to www.

schuylerhistory.org and 

For Your Calendar 
 

December 11:  Holiday Open 

House and Book Sale, 2-4pm 

 

December 23:  Museum 

Closed until April 3 

 

March 11:  Benefit Breakfast 

at the Montour Moose Club, 

8-11am 

New Book by Frank Steber Coming Soon 

1873 Village of Watkins Map Reproductions 

Join Us on Facebook!  

locally known for his beautiful land-

scapes of the Glen, two of which 

hang in our Museum.  He is also 

well known for his huge Civil War 

battlefield depictions on display at 

Antietam National Park in Mary-

land. 

Seneca Hope will be the third book 

in Steber’s trilogy of depicting the 

lives of prominent area residents 

through extensive research.  His 

fictional accounts bring their lives 

to life and offer compelling stories. 

Steber’s Seneca Dawn follows the 

life of early area pioneer John Dow, 

and Seneca Sunrise follows Watkins 

businessman Frederick Davis, Jr.  

Both are available for purchase at 

the Museum. 

A new book by local author Frank 

Steber will be coming out soon.  

Published by Preston Woods Pub-

lishing, Seneca Hope is based on the 

life of the artist Captain James 

Hope, who moved to Watkins after 

the Civil War and built an art stu-

dio and lived in the Glen. 

Known to be part of the Hudson 

River School of painters, Hope is 

Map of the Village of Watkins in 1873, which hangs in the Museum 
dining room.  Reproduction of the map will be offered for sale. 
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If you have not renewed your membership 

for 2012 now is a good time.  Your member-

ship expiration date is noted on your ad-

dress label above. 

 

We have included a membership renewal 

form insert with this month’s newsletter for 

your convenience.   

 

If you are not a member, won’t you con-

sider joining us?  Your dues are an impor-

tant source of income to cover our operat-

ing expenses and are very much appreci-

ated.   

 

Thank you for your continued support or 

for joining as a new member! 

Thank You for Your Membership 
In the Schuyler County Historical Society! 

We’re on the Web! 

www.schuylerhistory.org 
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Here is a picture of US Army soldiers and family members wait-

ing for the train at Watkins Station in September 1917.  The 

“doughboys” are heading overseas to fight the Kaiser and the Hun 

during World War I.  


