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The Golden Rule in World Religions 

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 

mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love 

thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”  

– Jesus of Nazareth (Second Temple Period)(Matthew 22:37-40.) 

 

“Now this is the command: Do to the doer to cause that he do.” 

– Ancient Egyptian (Middle Kingdom) 
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“[T]hou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart…. [T]hou shalt love thy neighbor as 

thyself….”  

– Old Testament, Leviticus 19:17-18 

 

“Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: 

for this is the law and the prophets.” 

– New Testament, Matthew 7:12 

 

“Do not do to others what you would not like yourself. Then there will be no resentment 

against you, either in the family or in the state.” 

– Confucianism, Analects 12:2. 

 

“Hurt not others in ways that you yourself would find hurtful.” 

– Buddhism, Udana-Varga 5, 1 

 

“This is the sum of duty; do naught onto others what you would not have them do unto you.”  

– Hinduism, Mahabharata 5, 1517 

 

“No one of you is a believer until he desires for his brother that which he desires for himself.”  

– Islam, Sunnah 

 

“What is hateful to you, do not do to your fellowman. This is the entire Law; all the rest is 

commentary.”  

– Judaism, Talmud, “Shabbat” 3id 

 

“Regard your neighbor’s gain as your gain, and your neighbor’s loss as your own loss.”  

– Taoism, Tai Shang Kan Yin P’ien 
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“That nature alone is good which refrains from doing to another whatsoever is not good for 

itself.”  

– Zoroastrianism, Dadisten-I-dinik, 94, 5 

 

“One going to take a pointed stick to pinch a baby bird should first try it on himself to feel 

how it hurts.” 

– African Traditional (Nigeria) 

 

“Respect for all life is the foundation.” “All things are our relatives; what we do to everything, 

we do to ourselves. All is really One.” “Do not wrong or hate your neighbor. For it is not he 

who you wrong, but yourself.” 

– Native American 

 

“One who you think should be hit is none else but you. One who you think should be governed 

is none else but you. One who you think should be tortured is none else but you. One who you 

think should be enslaved is none else but you. One who you think should be killed is none else 

but you. One who you think should be killed is none else but you. A sage is ingenuous and 

leads his life after comprehending the parity of the killed and the killer. Therefore, neither does 

he cause violence to others nor does he make others do so.  

                                                 – Janism 
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I have concluded that “Calvinism” and “Wesleyan-Arminianism” are 

really complimentary theological doctrines which use different words to 

describe the exact same spiritual phenomenon.

 
142 Don Thoresen, Calvin vs. Wesley: Bringing Belief in Line with Practice (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 2013), 

p. 139. 
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Disclaimer: this paper is a draft copy of the undersigned’s professional papers, 

essays, and notes. It is designed for informational purposes only, and the 

information contained herein are subject to being modified, changed, or 

discarded upon further research and investigation. The purpose of this essay is to 

share ideas and information with fellow clergymen, scholars, lawyers, and 

people of faith. Please excuse any grammatical errors, foibles, or mistakes. 
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