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Calvinism in the Light of the Scriptures (Part 1)

Is the Doctrine of Total Hereditary Depravity Taught in Scripture?

Today we want to begin an examination of the religious system known as Calvinism.  This religious system is called Calvinism because it was taught by a religious reformer of the 1500’s AD, John Calvin.  Calvin was born in France in 1509.  At a young age, he gave up the Catholic Church and had to flea for his life to Geneva, where he became a leader in the Swiss reform movement.  At the age of 17, he wrote his famous Institutes of the Christian Religion which sets forth his particular theories of religion.  He introduced what we know today as “Calvinism.”   There are five cardinal points of Calvinism.  They are (1) Total Hereditary Depravity, (2) Unconditional Election, (3) Limited Atonement, (4) Irresistible Grace, and (5) Perseverance of the Saints.  You may be asking, what does all that mean?  Total Hereditary Depravity says that all men are conceived in sin because they all inherit the guilt of Adam’s sin, and not only do all men inherit the guilt of his sin, but also a corrupt, sinful nature whereby all men are born totally depraved, incapable of doing any good.  Unconditional Election says that God, before the creation of the world, arbitrarily chose or predestined certain individuals to be saved and other individuals to be lost.  The doctrine says that God’s choice rested solely in His own sovereign will and was not based on any foreseen response or obedience on man’s part.  In other words, God’s election of the saved was unconditional.  Limited Atonement says that Christ died only for the elect, and in no sense did He die for the rest of the race.  Irresistible Grace teaches that there is an inward call of the Holy Spirit, made only to the elect, and which cannot be rejected.  Because all men are born totally depraved, even the elect cannot obey the gospel unless they receive a direct operation of the Holy Spirit upon their hearts that then enables them to obey the Lord.  Perseverance of the Saints says that all who have been unconditionally elected by God to be saved cannot be lost.  This is sometimes called, “once saved, always saved,” or “the impossibility of apostasy.”
     One or more of these points of doctrine is believed by many, if not most of, “evangelical churches” today.  This being the case, it is highly important that we seek to determine whether or not these points of doctrine are taught in the scriptures.  If they are, we should all believe them and teach them.  If they are not, then many people are in grave error, and need to review the subject in light of the Scriptures for their salvation.  
     Today we want to begin a series of lessons where we examine these five points of Calvinism in the light of the Scriptures.

     First, we want to examine the doctrine of Total Hereditary Depravity.  Is the doctrine of Total Hereditary Depravity taught in the Scriptures?  To define this doctrine, let me read from the Presbyterian Confession of Faith, “By this sin [that is the sin of Adam and Eve in eating the forbidden fruit] they fell from their original righteousness, and communion with God, and so became dead in sin, and wholly defiled in all the faculties and parts of the soul and body.  They being the root of all mankind, the guilt of this sin was imputed and the same death in sin and corrupted nature conveyed to all their posterity descending from them by ordinary generation.  From this original corruption, whereby we are utterly indisposed, disabled, and made opposite to all good, and wholly inclined to all evil, do proceed all actual transgressions.”    What this is saying is that all boys and girls are born in sin because they inherit the guilt of Adam’s sin, and not only do they inherit the guilt of Adam’s sin, but they also inherit a sinful nature whereby all people are born utterly indisposed, disabled, and made opposite to all good, and wholly inclined to all evil.  According to this doctrine little babies are completely or totally sinful and nothing good in them.  Some have taught that when babies, cry, or bite or kick, it is the devil within them. 
     Does the Bible teach the doctrine of Total Hereditary Depravity?

No, the Bible does not teach this doctrine.  
     First of all, the Bible teaches that man who is born does not inherit the guilt of his father’s sins.   Ezek. 18:20 says,  “The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt of the father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself.”  The sons of Adam did not inherit the guilt of their father’s sin, and neither do we.  God does not hold a man accountable for what his father has done.  Each man is responsible for his own sins and not for the sins of his parents.  Verse 30 of this same chapter says, “‘Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways,’ says the Lord GOD. ‘Repent, and turn from all your transgressions, so that iniquity will not be your ruin.’”  God judged them according their own ways, not according to the ways of their fathers.   Paul wrote in Romans 2:5-6,  “But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who ‘will render to each one according to his deeds’”  God will judge us according to our own deeds, not according to Adam’s deeds.  Where is the passage that says that we will give an account to God for Adam’s sins?  Since the Bible teaches that each man is responsible for his own sins, and will give an account to God for his own sins, therefore, we do not inherit the guilt of Adam’s sin.
     Furthermore, the Bible tells us how we become sinners in God’s sight.  Isa 53:6 says, “All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”  This is a prophecy of the Messiah, the Christ that was to come and how He would bare all of our sins.  But it also tells us how we become sinners.  He says, “All we like sheep have gone astray…We have turned, everyone, to his own way.”  We are sinners because we have chosen to go our own way and disobey God.  In Roman chapter 3 Paul is proving that all have sinned and are in need of God’s grace.  In verse 12, He is quoting from Psalm 14, and says, “They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one.”   How have we become sinners?  By each of us turning aside, becoming unprofitable, refusing to do good.   We become sinners by our own choices, not by birth, not by inheritance.  We become sinners in the same way that Adam and Eve became sinners.  Remember Adam and Eve were created good.  All that God created was good (Gen. 1:31)  But they had a free will.   The had the ability to choose.  What happened was Satan tempted Eve to eat of the forbidden fruit.  Eve “saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise.”  (Gen. 3:6)  She then took of its fruit and ate.  She gave to her husband and he ate.  They sinned by being tempted and choosing to give in to the temptation.  That is the way we become sinners.  We sin by choosing to give in to temptation.  James says in James 1:13-15, “Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone.  But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed.  Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.”   We are tempted when we are drawn away by our own desires and enticed.  We commit sin when we choose to yield to the temptation, just like Adam and Eve.  Again we are sinners because we have chosen to go our own way and disobey God.  We are not sinners by birth.  
     Also we need to consider the fact that our spirits were given to each of us by God.  We did not inherit our spirits from Adam.  Man is a dual being, he is made of both body and spirit.  The Bible teaches that our spirits come from God.  The Hebrew writer says in Heb. 12:9, “Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them respect.  Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live?”  Does not this passage plainly prove that the fathers of our flesh are not the fathers of our spirits?  It shows that while our bodies are inherited from our parents, the spirit is not so inherited, but rather it comes directly from God.  Zechariah 12:1 says that God  “forms the spirit of man within him:”   Now, since our spirits came directly from God is it reasonable to conclude that God formed within us a totally depraved spirit that is wholly inclined to all evil and opposite to all good?   Ecclesiastes 12:7 says, “Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, And the spirit will return to God who gave it.”  God originally gave us our spirit.  Did He give us and spirit that is totally depraved in sin?  Who can believe it?
     Also when we consider what the Bible says about children and how it describes children, we can see that God does not consider children to be completely and totally sinful creatures as the doctrine of Total Hereditary Depravity teaches.  In Matthew 18:1, Jesus’ disciples came to Him and asked Him, “Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”   Jesus then “called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, and said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.  Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.’” (Matt. 18:2-4).  Another example:  In Luke 18:15-17 it says, “Then they also brought infants to Him that He might touch them; but when the disciples saw it, they rebuked them.  But Jesus called them to Him and said, ‘Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God.  Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.’”  In these two passages, Jesus used little children (even babies) as examples of the character of one who would enter into the kingdom of heaven.  If Jesus thought that these babies and children were totally depraved in sin, do you think that He would have said, “unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven?”   Do you think He would have said “for of such is the kingdom of God?”   No.  Instead He might have said, “Whatever you do, do not become like one of these selfish, sinfully depraved creatures that was born in sin.”  He didn’t say that.  In saying what He did say, Jesus taught us that children are not sinfully depraved, but rather they possess good characteristics that we must possess if we are to enter the kingdom of God.
     And so, the doctrine of Total Hereditary Depravity is not taught in Scripture.  The Bible teaches that man does not inherit the guilt of his father’s sins.   Each one is born free of sin.  We become a sinner when we reach an age of where we are accountable for our actions and then we disobey the law of God.  Just as Adam and Even became sinners when they chose to disobey God, we become sinners when we disobey God.  God did not form within us totally depraved spirits.   

Our time is gone for today.  If you have a question you would like to ask us, or if you would like to talk with us, we would like to talk with you.  Just give us a call at 573-265-8628.  If no one is there to answer, just leave your name and telephone number and we will be glad to get back with you.  That phone number again is 573-265-8628.
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