Today, 


we are starting a series on Abraham SLIDE

or from where we are starting, 



Abram.  

I felt led here after our emotionally healthy spirituality series, 


because Abram grows into who we know 


and celebrate as Abraham.  



Even his name grows

We get to see that happen 


over the next 9 chapters of Genesis.  



Joseph being the only person in Genesis 




that has a longer 




and more in depth story than Abraham.

So we start in chapter 11, 


because as we learned in the last series, SLIDE



you have to go back 



in order to go forward.  

So today we are going to look back at some of the generational issues 


that were passed onto Abram.  



Some are to his and our benefit.  



Some created issues.  

They are tucked into the story of Genesis at unusual places 


that without ears to hear, 



we will miss.  


Some caught me off guard this week.

For instance, 


what is the birth order for Abram.  

He is one of 3 sons.  


Verse 27 reads, SLIDE


“Terah became the father of Abram, Nahor and Haran.”  


So I naturally assumed that Abram is the oldest.  

But using clues from Acts 7:4 

and Genesis 12, 


we have evidence that Abram is the middle child 


and Haran is older.  

This pattern holds true 


as we look at what Genesis is trying to tell us.  SLIDE
It is focusing in on importance to God's story of redemption, 


rather than birth order.  
We see the same thing with Noah's three children.  


Remember going back 



so we can go forward.  

Genesis 9:18 tells us, SLIDE

“18 The sons of Noah who came out of the ark were Shem, Ham and Japheth. 



(Ham was the father of Canaan.)”  


This is the order we get multiple times in Genesis.  

So Shem must be the oldest 


we naturally conclude.  

But further along in 10:21 we read, SLIDE

“Sons were also born to Shem, 



whose older brother was Japheth;.”  

9:24 makes clear Ham's birth order, 


“When Noah awoke from his wine 



and found out what his youngest son had done to him,”  


This is speaking about Ham.

Why is it a big deal that Shem is listed first?  


Because in a world and culture that values birth order, 



God is showing different priorities.  

Shem is the blood line 


that runs from Adam to Jesus.  SLIDE
The H in the name throws us off, 


but the term Semites 


and Semitic 



comes from Shem.  

A few generations later, 


Shem's great, great grandson 



is named Eber.  


The H isn't always pronounced, 



but Ebers bloodline 




is the Hebrews.  

We see God's lack of concern about birth order 


happen again and again, SLIDE


most notably in the story of Esau and Jacob.  

Do you hear how awkward that is for us to hear.  


But if we were going by birth order,



 that is how we would pronounce the names.  

But the writer of Genesis is concerned about God's ways, 


not man's ways.

As we look at God's ways, SLIDE

we see that God can take anybody 


and make them somebody.  



Even you or I.  

When it comes to inviting someone to a relationship with God, 


there is a quicker return on our investment 



if they have previously attended another church 



or grew up knowing God 




and we are just getting them back in the door.  

But the great commission was not, 


“Just keep those who were coming coming.  


And when they move to your town, 



get them in the doors 




before the Baptists get them involved.”  

That is not what Jesus called us to do.  


We do need to help fellow believers find a home 



and maintain their faith.  


But that is so that SLIDE


we can go into the world 



and proclaim the gospel, 




baptize, 




and teach them all Jesus taught us.  

We are not to just maintain the flock, 


but grow the flock.  


To create more people who have been baptized.

Which means we need to be ready to befriend people 


who do not know God yet 


and help the two of them meet.  

I know this is the case, 


because Abram's life tells us this.  

When God chose Abram to be the start of his people 


to rescue us from our sin, 



what type of person did he choose?  SLIDE
He chose a pagan, 


who did not know God.  


Who worshipped idols.  


Who's wife was barren.


Who was not living in the promised land.  


Who was not a leader of his family or clan.  


Who was already twice the age of when his Father started having children.
He chose a person who's understanding of right and wrong 


was a long way off from our understanding.

Someone who thought it okay to lie about your wife being your sister, 


not once but twice.  

Someone who did not understand God's timing 


until he was 125 years old 


and caused all kinds of heartbreak because of it 



as Hagar and Ishmael will tell us.

When we read the book of Hebrews, 


the writer is looking at Abraham's life from the end.  

Many of your lives 


are much more settled now 



than they were in your twenties and thirties.  

So why are we expecting only the well refined, 



noble, 


sober citizens of Skagway to grace our doors and fellowship?  

If we shifted our expectations, 


we would see a whole city of people 



who need to hear about God's love 



and who God is already working on 




and calling us to participate in that work.

I am preaching to myself as much as to you.  


We have a type we would prefer to work with.  SLIDE
But our expectations are what is easy, 


not what requires God's hand.  

As we read this passage about Abram's family through Terah, 


the author is laying it on pretty thick 



that Haran would be who we would choose 



because of our tradition of first born.  


But he dies early while they were still in Ur.  

But God could have worked through Lot.  


He could have done a lot with Lot.  

But when given a choice from the remaining two brothers, 


Nahor or Abram, 



who do you choose?  


Both men are married, 



so they are on equal footing there.  


But when we hear the names of their wives, 



there is a clue hidden in there.  
What do you notice about verse 11:29?  SLIDE


Milcah's story is tremendously confusing, 



because she is the daughter of one of Abram's brothers, 



who marries the other brother, 




and then has 7 children.  


She is the sister to Lot 



and has a sister named Iscah.  


There is great potential with her.  

Sarai however, SLIDE

we are told in no uncertain terms, 



no babies coming down that route.  

She was sterile or barren.  


In case there was a language barrier 


or anything else standing in the way of understanding, 



but most likely for emphasis, 


the writer continues, 



“She had no children.”  


That is a dead end road, 



lets move back to Nahor.

Verse 31 doesn't follow that easy path.  


Terah's story continues instead with Abram, 


his grandson Lot, 


and Sarai, SLIDE


who in fairness to Abram later in the story 




might actually be his sister, 



but is also Abram's wife 



and Terah's daughter 




as well as daughter in law.  

But don't worry, 


the family tree stays pretty intertwined for some time.

If we were looking from the female perspective, SLIDE

Isaac's wife Rebecca comes from Nahor's family, 



through Milcah, 




who was Haran's daughter.  


Leah and Rachel are also from Nahor's line as well.  

Why Abram and Sarai?  


The least probable combination 



are the ones we are going to go with 



to build a nation with?  SLIDE
We worship a God who does not have limits.  

Who can do things we never could do on our own.  


Why don't we treat God that way?  

Because we keep wanting to be God SLIDE

and deciding what is good 


and what is bad.  



Remember that tree of the knowledge of Good and Evil.  



Earlier in chapter 11 




is the building of the Tower of Babel.  




When we thought we could build something 





to be back up with God.  

As these stories have progressed in Genesis up to this point, 


we are getting progressively farther from God.  


Trying more and more things 



that show we are not trusting God to be the ruler and creator of the universe.  

This genealogy of chapter 11 is a turning point.  


With Abram, 



God stops letting us drift further from him 



and now starts interceding 




to point us back towards his intentions for us.

However, 


God has a long way to go, 



as their travel plans start to demonstrate.  

In verse 31, SLIDE

we are told that Terah took everyone from Ur 



to go to Canaan.  

Scholars predict that Haran was actually Terah's hometown 


as he named his first born by the same name 



while in Ur.  

But now he is on the road to Canaan, 


which made perfect sense 



as a new ruler is in Ur at that time 


was making life pretty tough 



for those living between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers.  

They get back to their roots in Haran


and they find good soil here.  

So they reestablish their own roots for a long while.  

Does it count, 


when asked to do something, 



if you get out of the chair, 



but just move to the couch 




and resume reading the book?  

They are to go to the land of Canaan 


where God is going to establish his people.


But why Canaan.  


We saw that name at the beginning of the sermon 



when we were talking about the three sons of Noah 




and which was older.  

Ham, the youngest, 


had seen Noah naked 



after Noah went on bender.  

Ham receives a curse from Noah 


and then his brothers are blessed by the following, 



“Blessed be the Lord, 




the God of Shem! 



May Canaan be the slave of Shem. 



May God extend the territory of Japheth; 




may Japheth live in the tents of Shem, 





and may Canaan be his slave.”  

10 generations later, 


the curses and blessing are being initiated.  

Abram, 

the grandson of Shem to the 7th power, 


is going to live in Canaan.  

In another span of time, 


Abram's grandchildren will be in Canaan 



and ruling the land.  

God is on the move 


to bring us back as his people.  

God is not doing it in an easy, 


straight forward, 


or predictable way.  

But God is doing it, 


not man.  

So it does not have to follow any of those standards 


to work.  
God can take an idol worshipping, 

barren couple, 


who can't even finish a road trip, 

well past their prime, 


and make them the father of the nations.  SLIDE
God can also take any person in this town 


and turn their life upside down 


and make them one of his children as well.  

So are we going to minister to our community like it is up to us 


or are we going to continue have our eyes and ears for God 



to be on the move 



and doing new things.  

We spend time each week trying to identify where God is on the move.  


Please remember our calling 



is to help propel that process, 



in what ever ways we can 




and then watch God do things we never thought possible.  

If you don't believe me, 


ask any of your elders to tell you their life story.  

You will hear of God working in wonderful 


and confusing ways 



to bring about the leadership of this church through drastic life change.  

May it continue to happen.
27 This is the account of Terah. 

Terah became the father of Abram, Nahor and Haran. And Haran became the father of Lot. 28 While his father Terah was still alive, Haran died in Ur of the Chaldeans, in the land of his birth. 29 Abram and Nahor both married. The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor’s wife was Milcah; she was the daughter of Haran, the father of both Milcah and Iscah. 30 Now Sarai was barren; she had no children. 
31 Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, the wife of his son Abram, and together they set out from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to Canaan. But when they came to Haran, they settled there. 
32 Terah lived 205 years, and he died in Haran. 
Japheth is the oldest, so Abram comes from a line of middle children. 10:21  

Shem is listed first, but not necessarily the first child.

Ham was father of Canaan, so going to Canaan was to go visit youngest brother relatives. 9:18
24 When Noah awoke from his wine and found out what his youngest son had done to him, 25 he said, 

“Cursed be Canaan! 

The lowest of slaves 

will he be to his brothers.” 
26 He also said, 

“Blessed be the Lord, the God of Shem! 

May Canaan be the slave of Shem.
27
May God extend the territory of Japheth; 

may Japheth live in the tents of Shem, 

and may Canaan be his slave.” 
