Two weeks ago in Hoonah, 


I had the privilege to administer the baptism of two precious daughters of God, 



Millie and Kana.  




They were cousins two months apart.  

As I was preparing for the baptism, 


I pulled up the words from Eva and Esme's baptism that I had used 



and was again struck by the words used before the church made their vows.  
We learn to speak from our parents 

and those around us speaking, 


we don't take lessons, 



we learn by watching 



and being immersed in people talking.  

It is in living within the body of Christ  


as a part of the church 



that a child learns to be a part of the body of Christ.  


They learn how to pray, 



trust, 



and keep hope in the midst of trial, 


from watching those around them pray, 



trust, 



and keep hope in the midst of trials.
This has become even more true in our household as of late.  

As the second child, 


my older brother used to complain how everything was harder for him.  

Actually, 


he still complains about that.  

But as a parent, 


I now understand why my parents were more strict with him.  



If he did it 




and got away with it, 



then I would also do it too. 



If they nipped the behavior in the bud, 




my brother would not do it 




and then I would not do it.  


Best of all, they would only have to teach us once.  

We have experienced this blessing in potty training and getting dressed.  

We have also experienced this reaction to unliked foods, 


with a “yuck!” being pronounced, 



because sister did it, 


while being on their second or third helping.  

We naturally copy what we see.

We are just beginning to understand how far this experience goes in our world, 


as we try and get out of ruts that have been present for generations.  

With my parents visiting this past week, 


Lisa had a front row seat into their habits and traits



that are also present with me.  


How some of my ways of interacting with the girls 



are based on how my parents interact with me.  

In the church, 


there is a movement called Emotionally Healthy Spirituality 



that spends time helping people explore the things they saw growing up, 


helping them discern whether those are human or Godly characteristics, 



and helping them implement the ones of God 



and move past the ones of man.

How hard is it to move past the habits of man 


that we saw growing up?  

We don't need to look too much further than the statistics on abuse 


to see how challenging it is.  

Those who experienced abuse as a child, 


were three times more likely to abuse their own children.  

This is in spite of how painful they knew it was.  


What kind of damage they know it did to their sense of security.  

So why did they still abuse their children.  


It is what they had seen 



and thought was the way to do things. 


Or they did not know a better way.

It is also why 2 year olds know how to operate iPhones well 


and possibly even know passwords.  

They have watched it 


and learned it.  

So diving into our passage today, 


how do we become imitators of God?  



Because we are not just to believe what God did.  



We are to imitate what God does.  

Our faith is expressed in actions.  


For as just mentioned, 



those who were abused know they should not hit their children.  


Until they have other skills and methods for interacting with them 



and their previous pain, 


it is more likely to happen.

Paul in his letter to the Ephesians 


gives us a couple of ways of figuring out how to do this.  

The first is to imitate God as children.  


We have already talked about how powerful that is.  

But Paul includes a couple of adjectives that are important.  


“Dearly loved children.”  


Not just children, 



but children who have no doubt that their Father wants the best for them, 



will do what is necessary 




for them to become who they were meant to be, 



and that no sin 




or break in relationship 





will stop that relationship from happening.  


The difference that love can make is incredible.  

If someone does not know that they are loved, 


they are up for a long haul ahead of them.  



They think it is up to them to survive in the world, 



that they must do it all themselves, 



they are on their own. 

This is not something you normally hear from a child 


who knew their parents loved them.  

I remember one of the great discussion points in elementary school 


was how great and powerful our parents were. 



“My dad can drive a car.”  



“O yeah, 




my dad can drive a truck.”  



“Well 




my dad can drive a tractor.”  


On it escalated from there.

The second way that Paul addresses this issue, 


is to frame it in how Jesus lived his life.  

He lived a life of love.  

So seeing that, 


we are to imitate Christ as well 


and live a life of love.  

Which many form the 60s and 70s grabbed onto that theme 


and ran with.  

As is happening again in our current time.  


“Love is love” 


and other popular phrases are quite prominent.  

This statement is true, 


as long as we don't put any parameters on our definition of love.  

Paul does however.  


There is a difference between how we are inclined to love 


and how Christ loved us.  

The main one being 


giving himself up for us.  

Included in that, 


is the reason he gave himself up for us.  

He did it, 


not for us, 


but as an offering and sacrifice to God.  

In our blue hymnal, 


there is a popular song from the early 2000s, 



Above All, #216.  

It often works well with many texts, 


except for the theologically incorrect last line.  



After exploring all the created things in the universe that God is above. 




I will give you a hint, 





all of them. 



It then tells how Jesus was crucified.  



But ends with, 




“You took the fall, 




and tho't of me, 





above all.”  


The hiccup in this line is, 



Christ may have been thinking of us, 




but not above his father.  



If he was thinking of us, 




it was because he was bringing us back to his father.

But Christ's love for us, 


was rooted in the experience of love he had known 



while dwelling with his Father and the Holy Spirit.  

It is one of service and sacrifice.  

One that serves not to bring honor, power, or glory to one's self, 


but to another.  

This is where God's version of love 


differs from the world's version.  

Remember, 


we are the statues in the middle of the temple, 


meant to bring everyone's gaze upon the one who created us.  

That is our role, 

our calling.  


It is a high calling, 


a difficult calling.  

But not impossible, 


because God is with us as a loving Father 


and we have Christ's example, 



so we have seen it done.

Paul knows that we may still need it spelled out more clearly.  


He has given us two commands, 



Be imitators 



and live a life of love.  


These are both imperatives, 



commands.  



Not optional.  




Not may, 




or if convenient, but do.  

However, 


he knows that we are quick to pick and choose 



which aspects we want to emulate 



and which ones we are more than happy to overlook, 




because they are not conducive to our preset agenda.

That is why these two commands 


are the meat in the sandwich 



between two lists of things to embrace and to avoid.  

The top of the sandwich has one embracing 


“Be kind and compassionate to one another, 


forgiving each other,”  



because this is what you saw Christ doing.  



Imitate this.  


“Get rid of all bitterness, 


rage and anger, 


brawling and slander, 



along with every form of malice.”  

Why?


Because this is not what Jesus did.  


This does not reflect the image you were made in.  
As you move back through chapter 4 of Ephesians, 


you see that there is plenty more that Paul is laying out for the Ephesians to do 


and to avoid.  

Every suggestion is there, 


because it helps you reflect Christ 


and the Father more.  

Both doing 

and removing are necessary, 


because that is how you make something shine the best.  

You can polish a piece of metal 


until it looks like a mirror.  

But if you have not removed all of the dents, 


creases, 


and dings 



it will not work as a mirror, 


because all of the beauty is distorted.  

That is why Paul puts the bottom bun on the sandwich again, 


calling us to avoid unwholesome actions or talk 



and replace it with holiness and thanksgiving.  

This idea expands to as many areas of life that Paul can cover 


in a letter to the church.

We are to live differently, 


because God is different from the world.  

We are to imitate our Father, 


just as children do.  

We are to live the life of love we saw lived out in Jesus.  


We are to give ourselves up as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.  

Which is what happens in the temple.  


We are reflecting the awesomeness, 


beauty, majesty, 


love of God, 



and more, 


when we live as those who imitate God.  

If you are not sure how God lives, 


Paul has a good list here to get you started.  

If you need more suggestions, 


scripture is full of them and we will cover 6 more specific ones.  
But don't miss the story for the lists.  


As you read the gospels, 



you will see how dearly loved we are as God's children.  


As you read the Old Testament, 



you will see that God truly is a patient and loving parent, 



because we deserved to be exiled permanently from the start.  


But God continued to show us how we were to live, 



by bringing us out of slavery, 



providing for us in abundance, 



for doing what was necessary to make it so we could dwell with him 




in the cool of the evening, 




in the garden, 




in the temple again.  


If we read Revelation, 



we will see how we will again, 




dwell with God again in the temple he created, 




in a city that is like a garden.
