A PSALM OF SUMMER
Author Unknown

Now it came to pass that spring turned to summer again.
God's people raised their voices and said:
"Recreation is my shepherd, I shall not stay at home;
he maketh me to lie down in a sleeping bag;
he leadeth me down the Interstate each weekend;
he restoreth my suntan;
he leadeth me to State Parks for comfort's sake.
Even though I stray on the Lord's Day,
I will fear no reprimand, for Thou art with me;
my rod and reel they comfort me.
I anointest my skin with oil, my gas tank runneth dry.
Surely my trailer shall follow me all the weekends this summer,
and I shall return to the House of the Lord this fall.”
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From the Pastor ...
This Psalm of Summer is humorous yet quite true. Summer seems to
be the perfect time to skip church and go on a summer adventure. I
don’t want to discourage you from going new places and seeing new
things; as a matter of fact I want to encourage you to have new
experiences! Something I have noticed in my travels is that
everywhere you go, you can find a church. It doesn’t matter if you are
in Alaska or Mexico City, there is a church open on Sunday morning
that will welcome you to experience worship in a new way. The Lord’s
Day is a great opportunity when traveling to try different
denominations and see new styles of worship. You also get bonus points when you hand your
pastor a bulletin from another church and tell him what you liked about the church you visited.
May your true summer Psalm this year come from Psalm 95:6-7, “Oh come, let us worship and bow
down; Let us kneel before the Lord our Maker. For He is our God, And we are the people of His
pasture, And the sheep of His hand.”

Pastor Les
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Sunday, May 28 (Memorial Day) :: You Have What God Needs :: Matthew 14:13-21
When Jesus feed the 5,000 he proved that he was God and that nothing was impossible for him. Yet, Jesus
took what little the people had and multiplied it to feed the crowd. In the end there was enough left over
for each of the disciples to carry. Jesus can still do great things, and Jesus still takes what little we have to
reach people. Jesus story continues in us today as we carry and share the living bread with others.
Sunday, June 4 (Pentecost Sunday) :: The Touch of the Master’s Hand :: Isaiah 64:8
On the day of Pentecost the Master’s hand touched his people and they became a church. When the spirt
of God comes into our lives, God takes something ordinary and makes us something very special. The
Holy Spirit empowers us to live for God in this world. Be sure to wear something red as we celebrate the
birthday of the church on this Pentecost Sunday.
Sunday, June 11 :: Fruit of the Spirit (part 1) :: Galatians 5:22-23
As we start a 2-week look at the fruits of the Spirit, our focus will be on love, joy,
peace, and longsuffering.
Sunday, June 18 (Father’s Day) :: Fruit of the Spirit (part 2)
As we conclude our look at the fruits of the Spirit, our focus will on be on
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and temperance.
Sunday, June 25 :: Where Faith Meets Life :: John 8:12
We are excited to announce the beginning of a new worship series at
Charlton Church. This is not a typical weekly sermon series. This new
series will happen 2 or 3 times a year, is based on our motto of “Where
Faith Meets Life”, and will involve a special guest being a part of our
worship. We kick off this new “Where Faith Meets Life” series with the
Honorable John F. Cherry, Dauphin County Justice for the Court of
Common Pleas. As part of our worship, Judge Cherry will share his story
of how his faith has had an impact on his daily life.
Sunday, July 2 :: Our Burden Bearer :: 1 Peter 5:7
Jesus is our burden bearer. He has come to take our anxiety and fears. We may
want to hold on to our burdens because they are deep and personal, yet Jesus beckons
you to cast all your cares upon him.
Sunday, July 9 :: 5 Misused Scriptures
Philippians 4:13, Jeremiah 29:1, Matthew 18:20, Matthew 7:1, Matthew 24:40 / 2 Timothy 3:14-17
There are few scriptures that get misused all the time. We will explore the real meaning of these scriptures,
and be challenged by their real meaning.
Sunday, July 16 :: Supererogation Luke 17:7-10
Although you may have never heard the word “supererogation” before, a huge controversy surrounded it
around time of the reformation. It affects how we carry out our faith in daily life. If you don’t know what
this word means, come and be challenged!
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Sunday, July 23 :: Our God is Greater :: 1 Kings 18:20-40 / 1 Kings 17:8–16
One of the pastor’s favorite stories from the Old Testament is the showdown between Elijah and the
prophets of Baal. It has all the twists and turns of a heavyweight fight, but in the end there is no question
that our God is greater! Our story will help bolster our faith in a world where God seems to be losing.
Sunday, July 30 :: Another Look at God :: John 10:27
As children, our perception of God is based on what we have been taught by our parents and Sunday
School teachers. As we enter adulthood, our perception of God changes, and it is often our life
experiences that help us to know God more fully. As part of our worship, we will consider how God
continues to reveal himself to us, even in the most unexpected places.
During the month of August, our worship will focus on ideas and themes from some
popular children’s books, and we will consider what message they have for adults.
Sunday, August 6 :: Give and Take :: Proverbs 11:24-25
There are givers and takers in this world. In the book “The Giving Tree”, the boy
and the tree are just like the rest of us: they can't get no satisfaction. They are
trapped in a co-dependent relationship with the boy as the taker and the
tree as the enabler. Neither can break away from this pattern, which is why
the book’s ending is so tragically beautiful. We will examine to see if we
are takers or givers, and seek to break these patterns.
Sunday, August 13 :: The Gift of Friendship :: Ecclesiastes 4:9-10
In the children’s book “Altoona Baboona” the main character is bored and
races off on a grand adventure. In the end she discovers the greatest
treasure is friendship. We too can journey through this life on grand
adventures, yet friendship is truly the greatest treasure we can find. We will
focus on friendship and be thankful for those we call friends.
Sunday, August 20 :: The Secret of Forgiveness :: Colossians 3:13
In the book “Don’t Tell the Whole World” we see how sometimes big secrets get
shared, trust is broken, and forgiveness is given. We will learn about being smart with
the things we share and how forgiveness is important to share with others.
Sunday, August 27 :: Ripples of Kindness :: Ephesians 4:32
In the book “Each Kindness” we will be moved to see how we should release kindness into this world. We
will also see how holding back kindness can be regretful. Kindness is important to show and share
because it ripples out to many others.
We end our summer worship schedule by ‘kicking off’ our fall season of ministry.
Sunday, September 3 (Labor Day) :: Simply Church :: 1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 27
Church can be way too complicated. We can see lots of activity but no productivity. Our goal at Charlton is
to focus on our mission of making disciples first and foremost in all we do.
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Summer Small Groups
BIBLE STUDY with PASTOR LES

FACEBOOK BOOK CLUB

Tuesdays, July 11 & 18
10:00 am and 6:30 pm

Sabbath is a concept that is lost among most
people in today’s culture. Found in Exodus
20:8, Sabbath is a time set aside for rest and
worship. It is an invaluable part of the rhythm
of life, the balance between our many
responsibilities and our self-care.

Join Pastor Les for a study of the two pastoral
letters from Peter written to a group of
believers who were struggling with spiritual
maturity. Our focus will be on false teaching,
standing firm in our faith, and exploring what
spiritual maturity looks like today. Please read
1 Peter for the first session and 2 Peter for the
second session.

If you are part of the Facebook community,
you may want to consider being a part of our
summer devotional, where we will explore
ways to find Sabbath in the midst of our
hectic lives.
This will be a “closed” group, where only
group members will be able to see the
devotion and comments shared in our online
discussion.

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
With our summer schedule of one service at
9:30 am, several of the Sunday School classes
will be meeting at the following times:

To be a part of this online devotional, please
sign up on the Connection Card or contact
the church office.

The Bible/Challenge Class will meet at 8:30
am for the summer months.
The Faith & Fellowship Class will meet at 8:30
am for the summer months.
The Foundation Class will not meet during the
summer months.
The Gathering will not meet during the
summer months.

NEW MEMBER CLASS
If you would like to join the church, please
contact Pastor Les or the church office. We
plan to offer a class for persons interested in
learning more about or joining Charlton
Church.

The Journey Class will meet at 8:30 am for the
summer months.
The JOY Class will meet at 10:30 am for the
summer months.
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I recently heard that
Methodists do not have
private baptisms.
Why is that?

Ask the

PASTOR

You heard correctly, we do not do private baptisms. John Wesley emphasized the need for faith to
be present at a baptism. Not just the faith of a person being baptized and a pastor; the faith of a
group of people who will support and aid the person being baptized is required. Baptism is a
communal act, not a private one.
We believe baptism is a sacrament. It was given to us by God, and Jesus showed us the importance
of baptism. God is present in baptism because of his promises. Yet, faith needs to be present as well.
With God’s presence and faith in a baptismal service, God touches the baptized person with his
grace.
I also want to let you know as Methodists we don’t do ‘community’ baptisms. I get a call at least
once a year from a community person wanting their child baptized, or ‘done’ as sometimes
requested. I always invite them to come to Charlton and get involved; then we will discuss baptism. If
you can’t fulfill your promise to raise your child under the ministry and care of the church,
Methodists will not baptize.
On the other hand, there are always expectations. If someone on their death bed asked me to
baptize them and there was no one around to join us, I would baptize an adult or child. I would
choose mercy over rules. Yet, for most cases, two core parts of a baptism are a community of faith
present at the baptism and their promise to support the baptized as they grow in the Lord.
Another recent question that came across my desk was if I would rebaptize someone. My answer is,
“no”. One baptism is all you need. Interestingly enough, rebaptisms have happened frequently in the
past and in our day as well. During the Protestant revolution, the Lutherans broke from the Catholic
Church. Then the Presbyterians were next, and then another group broke away. Led by Martin
Zwingli and others, they no longer believed in the sacraments, they called them ordinances and
focused greatly on faith. Communion and Baptism were now only practiced by adults and children
who reached the ‘age of accountability.’ This is the age when they can have a faith of their own in
God. They considered infant baptism as invalid and rebaptized people. People called them Anta
Baptists. Anta means ‘to do again’. They were baptizing people again.
Since then there have been some Christian denominations that will rebaptize people because they
don’t recognize infant baptism. As Methodists, we recognize infant baptism as a valid baptism. It
doesn’t matter if you were baptized as a Lutheran, Catholic, or from another denomination; we
recognize that these people were baptized once and that is all they need.
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PLAY BALL!

MEET’N’EAT

Pastor Les invites you to
join him for some
exercise and fellowship.

Everyone is invited to join us for our monthly lunch
fellowship at a local restaurant on the fourth
Thursday of each month. There are no programs or
discussions involved. It is simply a time to share
fellowship with other church friends. If you would
like to attend, but need a ride, please call the
church office.

VOLLEYBALL
Sunday, June 11th
Sunday, July 16th
Sunday, August 13th
3:30 PM

BASKETBALL
Sunday, July 9th
3:30 PM

Thursday, June 22
Gordon’s Family Restaurant
1009 North Mountain Road, Harrisburg
Thursday, July 27
Soda Jerk
403 East Main Street, Hummelstown
Thursday, August 24
The Wharf
6852 Derry Street, Harrisburg

The CHUM 55+ group invites you to join them for a
trip to the Rainbow's Comedy Playhouse on
Tuesday, November 28, 2017 to see “Guess Who's
Coming for Christmas”. All Nancy wants is for her
2 families to come together and get to know each
other over Christmas Dinner. It's Christmas at
Rainbow, what could go wrong? Come and enjoy
this lighthearted comedy for everyone at
Christmas. The $75 fee includes lunch, matinee
show, taxes, bus and gratuities. Money is due
October 17, 2017. Contact Yvonne Pritchard 5457407 for tickets.

The Faith & Fellowship Class invites you
to join them for their annual

Pie & Ice Cream Social

CD RECYCLING
If you have any old CD’s or
covers laying around, bring
them in to the Collection Center
in the lobby for recycling.

Sunday, July 2 at 10:30 AM
Be sure to wear your red, white and blue!
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“Dear children, let us not merely say that we love one another;
let us show the truth in our actions.”
1 John 3:18

Charlton
Church
has a

for

Missions
Missions have always been a central focus of the life and ministry of
Charlton Church. Not only has the Charlton family been financially
supportive of missions in our community and around the world,
they have also been active in hands-on participation in acts of
compassion and mercy.
Following the success of last year’s Summer of Service, the Ministry
Council has once again decided to spend our summer months
involved in a variety of service project throughout our community.
The following pages highlight the opportunities for service this
summer. We encourage you to prayerfully consider how you can be
a part of this year’s Summer of Service.

GIVING GRACE AT CHARLTON CHURCH
Our monthly outreach to individuals and families in need provides basic household
products, such as laundry detergent, soap, paper towels, toothpaste, etc. These items are
collected by the Charlton family. A full list can be found on the Giving Grace bin in the
church lobby. The Giving Grace program serves persons in the 17109, 17111, and 17112
zip codes. They must have proof of residency to sign up and then a photo ID is required
each month when they come in for products. They must also provide official records of
children residing in the home. Diapers are available until a child reaches 4 years of age.
Although we are not a food bank, we do give non-perishable food stuffs out after the
harvest home collection. We also give clothing out when it is available. Giving Grace
operates on the first Wednesday of each month from 4:30 to 6:00 pm. If you are interested
in volunteering with this outreach, just come down on a Wednesday evening and talk to
Bob or Bette Baker. If your child needs community service hours, we will accommodate
this also.

HELPING HANDS AT CHARLTON CHURCH
Another program open to volunteers of all ages is the Helping Hands ministry which
provides a free meal to our community. They serve a meal in our multi-purpose room on
the first Wednesday of the month from 5 to 6 pm. We encourage our church family to come out to share in this
meal, so that you can welcome and have fellowship with those community members in need of this program.
Helping Hands also prepares and serves a free meal in downtown Harrisburg on the third Friday of the month at
5pm.

GOD’S HANDS AT WORK
This effort at Charlton Church is open to anyone who enjoys knitting, crocheting, embroidery, etc. They meet on
the first and fourth Tuesday of each month at 1pm in the church parlor. Over the past few months, 77 chemo
hats were provided to Hershey Medical Center, 45 dish cloths at Giving Grace, and 17 baby blankets and 9
sweaters to Morningstar Pregnancy Center.

LAY VISITATION
Pastor Les is holding a meeting on Sunday, June 11 at 10:30 am for any individuals or families who are willing to
do some visitation to members of our Charlton family.

MORNINGSTAR PREGNANCY SERVICES
Volunteers are needed to sort and prepare items that are distributed to the programs clients, as well as to help
organize their collection center and clean toys and other items before they are distributed to those in need.
Charlton volunteers will be at Morningstar at 1pm on Thursday, June 15 and Wednesday, July 19.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
This yearly program at Charlton Church reaches not only the children of Charlton Church, but also many children
from our neighboring community. Youth and adults are always needed to help in a variety of positions, from
kitchen help to simply being with the kids as they adventure through the VBS experience. This year’s VBS
program will run from Sunday, June 18 thru Thursday, June 22, from 6 to 8:15 pm.

NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER LUNCH
The Neighborhood Center in downtown Harrisburg is a United Methodist organization that touches the lives of
inner city children. A few volunteers are needed to visit their facility and serve lunch for their summer program.
Charlton Church has committed to preparing their lunch on Thursday, July 13 and Tuesday, August 1.

SEWING PROJECT
UMCOR offers school kits all over the world. They often receive supplies to fill the bags, but
don't always have the fabric bags to fill. We would like to make some school bags as part of
our Summer of Service. The bags are specific dimensions, which are available on the
Mission Central Website, or you may get a copy in the church office. A gathering will be
held on Wednesday, June 28 at 10 am to cut the fabric so they are ready to sew.

CASSEROLE PROJECT

Know someone who is sick, undergoing treatments, or have little to no appetite and can
only eat small meals? A group is getting together on Saturday, July 8 at 9 am to make high
protein quinoa/veggie cakes. On this same day, we will also be making small casseroles for
family members of those in need.

CHARLTON PAINTING

The lower level of the our building, where the Preschool operates, is in great need of a face
lift. Join us at 9 am on Tuesday, July 11 and Wednesday, July 12 as we prepare the walls and
paint.

PACKING PARTY

Be sure to save the date of Sunday, July 16. After worship on this day, we encourage our entire congregation,
from children to seniors, to join us in the multi-purpose room for a Packing Party! As part of this event, we will
be assembling a variety of projects. These projects include backpacks to be given out to the families of Giving
Grace in August and other children in need, Home to Home Welcome Bags for veterans transitioning from
shelters to their own apartments, and Jared’s Boxes for children in the hospital. Pizza will be provided for the
packing party. A shopping list for all the items we are collecting this summer is available at the Welcome Desk.

CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA FOOD BANK

A group of volunteers age 12 and older are welcome to join us as we travel to the Central Penn Food Bank On
Thursday, July 27 from 6 to 8 pm. We will assist in the distribution process by stocking shelves, sorting food items
and packaging the current crop of donated vegetables. Please note that everyone must wear closed-toe shoes.

CARD MAKING

Come out and help make some home-made cards that will be used to bring a smile to others. A variety of cards
will be made, including Get Well, Thank You, Thinking of You, Military and First Responder Thanks, Materials will
be provided. Sessions will be held on Thursday, August 3 and Tuesday, August 8 at 6:30 PM.

HOSPITALITY OUTREACH

Due to the huge success of our hospitality outreach to first responders last year, we have expanded this year’s
program. Our first hospitality outreach will be to local businesses, to thank them for their service and to invite
them to come worship with us. This outreach will be held on Monday, August 14 at 10 am. Our second outreach
on Monday, August 21 at 10 am will be to our local first responder companies as a way to say thank you for the
service they provide our community. We will be collecting snack items for these gift baskets.

A MILLION THANKS

Charlton Church has partnered with this organization as one of three locations in PA where people can drop off
cards and notes of thanks for people in the military. To help get the word out about this program, we will gather
on Wednesday evening, August 16 at 6:30 PM to assemble informational packets to encourage others to write
cards to the military, and to let them know that Charlton Church is a local drop-off location for A Million Thanks
organization. Volunteers are also needed on Thursday, August 17 at 10:00 am to distribute these packets to local
churches, schools and businesses.

FEEDING THE HUNGRY
Between our Helping Hands program and our association with Bethesda Mission, Charlton Church has
a history of helping to feed individuals and families in need. As part of a service project, Peter
Caldwell is working on setting up two or three volunteers opportunities that will allow the youth and
adults of Charlton Church to expand our experiences by working with groups that we have not
partnered with in the past. The dates and times of these service programs will be announced in the
weekly bulletin in the coming weeks.
SHREDDING EVENT
Good stewardship is about more than just money. We must also take good care of the earth that we
have been entrusted with. And in today’s society, we must also be conscious about our personal
security. During our Summer of Service, Charlton Church will be hosting a Shred Event on Saturday,
July 15 from 10 am to Noon. During that time, everyone in our community will be invited to bring any
items they need shredded. Phillips Office Solutions will be in our parking lot to shred your paper
documents.
TOWNSHIP CELEBRATION
This Fall, Lower Paxton Township is celebrating their 250th anniversary with a party in George Park on
Saturday, October 14. Charlton Church would like to have a tent where we can show hospitality and
make connections with our neighbors. Volunteers are needed to serve on a planning committee for
this event.

If you are interested in participating in any of our Summer of Service projects this
year, be sure to visit our Sign Up Center, located outside the church office.

SOUP and Salad
FUNDRAISER
Sunday, July 9
10:30 am
This fundraiser is being held
to raise money to assist
Sommer Garber
on a mission trip to Belize.
Eat in … or take soup home.

Save the date for our

Summer of Service Celebration
Sunday, August 27
Following our 9:30 am Worship Service,
everyone is invited to stay for lunch,
which will be provided.
For dessert, we are having a BAKE OFF!
Bring your favorite recipe that everyone can sample.

SKIP ONE
Looking for a project that can be done alone or with your family? Then consider giving something up
… like a trip to ice cream shop or a meal out at your favorite restaurant … and donate that money to
help feed hungry children around the world. Visit www.Skip1.org for more information.

Though summer is just beginning, it’s not too early to start planning for Operation
Christmas Child. This is a great project to do with your children to teach them
about giving and mission. Think how much fun it is for the child to go with mom,
dad or even grandma to carefully select each item that goes into the shoebox. It
becomes a personal gift from the child to another child somewhere overseas who
has very little in earthly possessions. To make it even more personal they can
include a drawing, picture or note.
We will hold a packing party for Operation Christmas Child in the fall of this year.
Please be sure to check out the bulletin each week to see what items we are
currently collecting for the packing party.
The shipping cost for the shoeboxes has been increased to $9 per box. This is probably not surprising,
considering the skyrocketing costs found at the post office and other shipping retailers.
After shoebox gifts are dropped off at nearly 5,000 locations around the United States each year in November,
trucks transport the precious cargo to eight different processing centers. Eight processing center warehouses
around the country are secured so that thousands of volunteers can inspect the shoebox gifts and prepare them
for international shipment. Ships, trucks, and airplanes transport millions of shoeboxes to the countries where
they will be distributed. Once there, local churches use many modes of transportation to get them to children in
need as a tangible expression of God's love.
Your $9 donation to Operation Christmas Child, a project of Samaritan's Purse, helps us train and equip local
churches to use our Ministry Partner Guide. This resource shows churches how to share the Good News of the
Lord Jesus Christ in a child-friendly way. Your donation also provides The Greatest Gift Gospel Booklets, which
are written in the children's language and distributed along with shoebox gifts.
HOW TO PACK AND PROPERLY PROCESS YOUR OCC BOX
SHOEBOX. Get a standard size shoebox to pack for a boy or girl. Preprinted shoeboxes, instructions and labels
will be available at Charlton Church beginning October 2017.
TOY. Start with a quality “wow” toy such as a doll, soccer ball with pump, or stuffed animal.
OTHER GIFTS. Fill with other fun toys, hygiene items, and school supplies.
PRAY. Most importantly, pray for the child who will receive your gift. Include a personal note and photo.
INCLUDE $9 DONATION. A donation of $9 is critical to cover shipping and other project costs.
DROP-OFF. Return your shoebox gift to the Charlton Church location by November 4, 2017
More information and resources are available at Samaritan’s Purse.org.
DO NOT INCLUDE in your shoebox: candy; toothpaste; used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy
guns, knives, or military figures; seeds; chocolate or food; liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable
items such as snow globes or glass containers; aerosol cans
DO INCLUDE in your shoebox: washcloth, bar of soap, toothbrush, hair items (comb, brush, barrettes’, hair
bands etc), colors, pencils, pencil sharpeners, writing paper or tablets, any type of school supply, toys, stuffed
animal, small cloth bag, hat, sunglasses, jump rope, flip-flops, socks, shirt, coloring books, puzzles, balls, etc.

"Every Christian is either a missionary or an impostor."
Charles Spurgeon
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C H A R L T O N

PRESCHOOL

We had a great year at Charlton Preschool! Over the last couple
months our students learned their numbers, ABCs and how to
get along with others. In May, we had 16 children graduate
preschool and advance to kindergarten. It is amazing how much
these children have grown socially, academically and spiritually!

We are currently registering children for the 2017-2018 school
year. Encourage your friends, family and acquaintances with 3 and 4 year
old children to check us out. Please see Trish Wagner for more
information.
Thank you to everyone who support
the preschool financially and/or
through prayer. Those of you that bought R&K subs in the fall and spring
helped the preschool earn around $750 this year. Our newest fundraiser, a
Read-a-thon held in March, raised almost $900! The kids had so much fun
reading and exploring books. The preschool especially thanks the church
members who helped arrange the rooms and
read to the students during this event.
Don’t forget that the church sells gift cards for Giant Foods, Karns Foods and Weis
Markets to help support the Charlton Preschool. You may purchase gift cards on
Sunday mornings at the Welcome Desk, in the church office, or by contacting Laurie
Smith, who is now coordinating this program. Checks should be payable to
Charlton Church.

A great big THANK YOU to everyone who helped to make this year’s
annual Easter Egg program a success once again … from the dedicated
volunteers who gave of their time and effort each week to those who
not only purchased eggs but also sold them to family, friends, and coworkers. Thanks also to those who went the extra mile and helped us
with our two “drive-in sale” days.
Once again, we were able to make just over 20,000 eggs, which allowed
us to make a $15,500 payment toward our mortgage principal. Thanks
be to God!
And while Shirley Brightbill wasn’t with us for this year’s project, she
thought about us often while teaching her grandchildren the art of Easter
Egg making. The picture to the left was from an afternoon of egg-making
by 4 generations.
Once again, THANKS to everyone who helped to make this year’s project a
success!

- 10 -

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

Congratulations to Laurie
and John Joyce on the birth
of their daughter Adeline on
April 13, 2017.

Thank you Charlton members for your concern after my brother Jack's
death. It was overwhelming to receive so many sympathy cards. The
sentiments were very meaningful and helped to get me through the
difficult days.
Sincerely, Virginia Bowman
I wish to thank all of my Charlton friends for all the prayers and help I've
been given during the downsizing of my home and move.
I couldn't have done it without you. I feel very blessed with my Charlton
family.
God Bless, Phoebe Chubb

Congratulations to Lauren
and Ryan Murphy on the
baptism of their daughter
Caitriona on March 26, 2017.

Dear Church Family,
Thank you for all the prayers, cards and food. We are thankful and blessed
for the wonderful prayer support that is given. God Bless!
Love, Chuck and Jean Huff
Thank you to everyone who helped with Kids Night Out this school year!
Our final event was held in May. With your support, our program has
grown and gained momentum. It is so exciting to hear positive feedback
from both parents and kids! Kids Night Out will return in September.
Trish Wagner

The sympathy of the
congregation is extended to
the family of Roberta Hair,
who passed away on
May 8, 2017.

Dear Friends,
On behalf of the Ecumenical Food Pantry, and those who benefit by your
generosity, I would like to thank you for your generous contribution of
$762.15. May God continue to richly bless you!
Jacqueline Young, Secretary
Dear God’s Hands at Work members,
We are so grateful to have such wonderful friends at Charlton. The
beautifully designed blanket is an unbelievably generous gift.
Having this wonderful blanket will have so many uses to pamper Adeline.
Sincerely, Laurie and John Joyce
Dear God’s Hands at Work.
On behalf of the Association of Faculty and Friends and that patients of the
Penn State Hershey Medical Center, I would like to thank you for the
beautiful chemo caps. Your hard work will be appreciated by the children
and adults who lose their hair due to the cancer treatments that they are
receiving. Thank you, too, for helping to make our project a success.
In gratitude, Betty Rigberg
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The ABC network recently announced that it will be reviving the
ever-popular show “American Idol”. And I was instantly
reminded of those individual with A.I.S.
If you’ve ever watched any of the talent “reality shows”, then
you’ll be familiar with this condition. Okay, so it may not be an
official disorder certified by the National Institute of Health; it’s
an expression that I have made up myself. A.I.S. stands for
American Idol Syndrome. If you’re a fan of (or have ever seen)
American Idol, America’s Got Talent, So You Think You Can
Dance, or any of the talent shows on TV lately, you’ll know
what I’m talking about.
Yes, I know that many of the individuals who appear on these shows know exactly what they’re doing.
They are out to get their “15 minutes of fame”. The producers of these TV shows probably do whatever
they can to highlight the craziest, over-the-top individuals for better ratings. But there are also those
individuals who I do believe suffer from what I call A.I.S. These are the individuals who truly believe that
they have a special talent and are heartbroken when the judges, sometimes harshly, give them a dose
of reality.
I’m sure that you’ve come across someone with A.I.S. at some point. It might be the woman who loves
to cook, but can never seem to get it right; the person on the dance floor who has a passion for
dancing, but just doesn’t have the grace to carry it off; the singer who loves the spotlight, but doesn’t
realize they’re usually off pitch; or perhaps it’s the handyman who loves to tinker with those odd jobs,
who winds up making a small project into a large catastrophe.
Sometimes you just have to feel sorry for these individuals. Their heart is in the right place, wanting to
use their “gifts” and share it with others. But the sad part is not in their lack of talent; it is in the fact
that those individuals seem to be misdirected.
God is a very faithful and loving God. He has graciously blessed each and every one of us with certain
gifts, graces and talents. But the great thing is that we are all unique. Each of us are blessed in our own
way. Some people are good cooks, good dancers, or good singers. But the arts aren’t the only
expression of gifts, graces and talents. And, quite frankly, while many artists can inspire others, in many
cases they are simply entertaining. But there are many individuals who have had the wisdom to find
and develop the abilities that God has given them, no matter how great or small they may be … from
skilled labor to having enough free time to run errands for those who are homebound.
Here’s an example for you, that I’m sure most of you are familiar with. Several years ago, a friend of Ron
Wolf’s needed someone to step in short-term and make some meals for a homeless program
downtown. He asked if Ron would be willing to help. What was originally intended to be a temporary
fill-in downtown has now grown into an ongoing program here at Charlton Church, which not only
provides a meal in downtown Harrisburg, but also feeds around 150 people in our gym once a month.
Ron doesn’t suffer from A.I.S. He hasn’t invested his time in trying to be someone else other than
himself. He made the decision to develop his God-given interests and abilities and to find a way to use
them to reach out to others. Ron is an excellent example of how one person can bring their personal
interests and abilities and cultivate them into a viable ministry within our church community.
What are your abilities? What are your gifts? Your talents? Your graces? God has blessed you in many
ways. Don’t ignore them! Find ways to develop and use your talents and abilities in a manner that
honors God. Take your interests, concerns and ideas and find a way to make them a ministry. The
pastor’s doors are always open to those who want to serve God in new and exciting ways.
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What is your favorite Scripture and why is it meaningful to you?
My favorite scripture seems to change quite often. The scripture that is
currently blessing and challenging my heart comes from Matthew 17:20,
“Jesus replied, ‘Because you have so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you have
faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from
here to there,' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.’” In the
Jewish tradition the saying ‘to remove a mountain’ expressed a thing with is
very difficult or impossible. Jesus here is expressing that even a little faith can
make a big difference. For my life today this verse is encouraging me to have
faith, even just a little faith, as I look upon the darkness and pain of this
world. Great things are possible are though a little faith.
What is your favorite hymn or song? Is there a reason it’s your favorite?
My favorite song is “The Song of Moses”. It is a great worship song that
breaks out into a chorus of singing Hallelujah. It is a song I first heard when I
was a teenager and it has been with me ever since. If I am ever feeling down
I simple play it and it lifts my eyes beyond my worries to the throne of God.
What is it about Charlton Church that makes you glad to be part of the family?
I think my favorite part about the family of Charlton church is how flexible we all are. Not flexible in a yoga
kind of way; flexible in that we can bend without breaking. We can face difficult and challenging times and
yet stay united and care for one another. Charlton is a very diverse church, yet our diversity doesn’t
separate us. Our love of God holds us together as we flex and bend to teach each other with kindness and
respect. Charlton church is a very flexible church and that is what makes it a great family.
Is there a particular ministry, mission or outreach that has been important to you?
Many years ago when I was in seminary in Kentucky, I was a part time youth pastor at St. Andrews UMC.
One summer we brought the youth to Mifflin to help renovate an old house so it could be converted to a
food pantry. The mission project was set up by George Reynolds, who now pastors Linglestown Life. We
were the first ones into the residence. It seems whoever lived there had at least 100 cats, so you can image
what we walked into. I was so proud of our youth who jumped right in and scraped up the droppings on
the floors and removed the dead cats. By the end of the week, we had gutted the house so the next group
could come in to start fixing it up. It was so rewarding to hear how the mission trip touched the lives of
our youth and how God gave them a heart for mission from our trip.
Can you think of a time that you felt closest to God?
The time I felt closest to God was when I was in my freshman year of college. I had received a calling from
God to study the Bible and focus my studies on him. I was at Saint Francis College at the time. As I
considered transferring to Messiah and changing my major to Christians Ministries, I knew I was making a
life changing decision. For a few weeks I wrestled with what this would mean for my life. God was there
with me. I remember feeling him so close as I walked around campus in the evening by the lamp lights. It
was at this time the song “Thy Word” by Amy Grant became popular and the Holy Spirit keep bringing this
song to my heart and lips as I walked and prayed. In this difficult time of decision in my life; it was the time
I felt closest to God.
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Summer is a great time for families to spend time together, have fun and make memories.
Oftentimes, extended families get together during the summer months for outings to the park,
the beach or other special destinations. Here are some tips for a happy and healthy summer:
Play it safe, for safety’s sake
Playgrounds and swing sets can
provide children with hours of play
during the warm weather, but they
are also one of the leading causes
of injury. When you consider
using a play area, keep the
following things in mind for
safety’s
sake. Since most
playground injuries are the result
of falls, make sure the area under
the swings or climbing equipment
provides a soft landing. The landing
surface material should be at least 12 inches
deep and extend at least six feet beyond the
equipment to prevent injury from lateral or projectile
falls. Also check chains and ropes that attach swings
or other climbing features. Playground equipment
can be dangerous when used incorrectly. Always
make sure you supervise children while they are on
the playground. More than once an observant, fastacting adult has prevented the serious injury of a
child.

helmet when biking, skateboarding or
roller skating is a smart move. Consider
the statistics – according to Safe Kids
Worldwide®, 47 percent of
children under the age of 14 who
were
hospitalized for bike
related injuries were diagnosed
with brain injury. Children 10 to
14 had the highest death rate
from
bicycle
head
injuries.
Wearing a bicycle helmet has been
shown to reduce the risk of brain
injury by 88 percent. Studies show that
states which have enacted mandatory bike
helmet laws have reduced bicycle related fatalities by
60 percent. Wearing a helmet is a good idea at any
age. Make sure your helmet fits properly and use one
any time you ride or strap wheels to your feet. Your
brain will thank you.
Have fun in the sun
Always bring along a sunscreen with an SPF of 15 or
more to protect your skin. Apply it 30 minutes before
exposure and reapply after sweating or swimming.
You may also want to consider using a UV blocking
beach umbrella or other shelter. Blocking the sun’s
harmful rays helps prevent skin cancer.

Keep the bugs out
Ants aren’t the only bugs that may arrive at your
picnic site. Bacteria may also invade your fun if you
aren’t careful. Always bring enough ice to keep your
meats, vegetables, salads and other food items cool
and your cooler full. A full cooler maintains cold
temperatures longer. When grilling foods, make sure
that all meats reach temperatures that kill harmful
bacteria. Though it may not be vogue to carry a meat
thermometer to a picnic, it may prevent your family
or friends from carrying a bout of intestinal illness
home. Never place the cooked or grilled foods back
on a plate that held raw meat.

Fired up for safety
Hamburgers, chicken and brats on the grill make easy
summertime meals. Prior to firing up your gas grill for
summer, give it a pre-season check. Inspect hoses,
connectors and LP tanks for cracks and leaks. Check
the burners for blockages. Have a professional repair
problems with the gas supply. When you finally fire
up your grill, always make sure it is placed on a flat
surface away from other flammable structures. Never
leave the grill or barbeque pit unattended when
children are present. Remember, never pour gasoline,
kerosene or lighter fluid on hot coals or open flames
– even if your dad always did it this way!

Choose the right cover-up
Ah, the free and easy days of summer – the wind
whipping though your hair as you careen down the
hill at 20 miles per hour ... Wait! If the wind is
whipping through your hair, then you are not
wearing your helmet! That’s dangerous! Wearing a

Reprinted with permission
from MinistryHealth.org
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PICNIC TIME ...

K.I.D.s and YOUTH CONNECTION
DISCIPLESHIP: GOD’S CALL IN OUR LIVES
As I look over the past year of K.I.D.s Club, I am humbled by the growth and
development of our children at Charlton Church. I have seen then grow
inches taller, stronger, and gain new academic skills. While it is amazing to
see these changes in the children, I am mostly struck by how the children
matured in their relationship with Christ. They have learned more about
Jesus and the Bible, applied their learning to real life challenges, supported
each other in Christian love, and grown in service to others. Before Jesus
left the disciples to descend into heaven, he gave them one final
command….to make disciples. In K.I.D.s Club this year I have been humbled
by the command that Charlton Church has been given to make disciples –
even to children in our church and community. Through the tireless work
of many, we have reached out to about 50 children from our community
through the Kid’s Night Out program. We have discipled the children who
have attended K.I.D.s Club and shared with others from the community
through our quarterly events. I want to thank all who have made this
possible and who have given generously of their time! We have been truly
blessed as we grow in Christ together. Please continue to pray for each of
our children as we go our separate ways over the summer months and for
our summer outreach activities, such as VBS. Pray that the seeds planted
this year will continue to grow and flourish.
- Carla Towsey

K.I.D.s Club and their families are having
a picnic at the home of Lauren SteeleMurphy on Sunday, June 4 at 5:00 PM.
We will have another one in August. Stay
tuned for details on that event.

SUMMER READING PROGRAM
Last summer, the K.I.D.s Club program
implemented a summer reading
program. This program provided verses
and Bible stories that the kids were
encouraged to read over the weeks of
summer. We are implementing this
program again this year. Each child is
given a reading log. You can read the
stories aloud to your child or they can
read them to themselves. Resources to
help complete these reading are available
on the library cart outside of the Summer
Children’s Worship room. Please contact
the church office with further questions
on how to become involved.

2017 Vacation Bible School
Sunday, June 18 - Thursday, June22
6 to 8:15 pm
Register online at
www.CharltonChurch.org
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP

YOUTH SUMMER EVENTS

During the summer months,
Children’s Worship will be held
during our 9:30 AM Worship Service
for all kids leaving 5th grade and younger.

June 18 - 22 :: Vacation Bible School
July (?) :: Game Night at Charlton (with Mt. Calvary)
August 6 :: Swim Party at Laurie’s Home (5:30 to 7 pm)
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Want to keep up-to-date on what’s happening at Charlton Church?
Be sure to ‘like’ our page at www.Facebook.com/charltonchurch

