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Barbershop Around the Corner

Boy, oh boy what a month it has been with a lot of good barbershopping and good times with
family and friends, but needless to say, the fun isn’t over yet. Coming up over the next couple of
months are singouts at the Idle Creek Banquet Center on November 4 at 6:30 PM. Report time to
sing is 5:45 PM in black dress shirt, black dress pants, and long, red tie. We will also be singing at
the Sycamore Club in Terre Haute on November 11. Performance and report times have yet to be
determined. The attire will be the same as that for the Idle Creek Singout.
Then, it’ll be time for Thanksgiving filled with more good times with family and friends, but
not long after that will be the annual BOW Christmas Show. This year’s show, “Christmas Stories,”
will feature the story of the Birth of Jesus, a story about spending time with family during the
holiday season, and maybe one or two others short stories to help enliven your Christmas Spirit. As
always, it is sure to be a great show with awesome music, stories, and, of course, what kind of BOW
show would it be without some jokes. So, come on out for a night of fun. Tickets are on sale now.
You can get those directly from any of the BOW members, or you can contact us through Facebook,
by phone at 812-232-4926, or by email at bowchorus@gmail.com to get them. Tickets to the show
are $10, and kids 10 and under are free. We hope to see you there.

2017 Leadership Elected

On October 14, the Annual Chapter meeting for the Terre Haute Chapter was called to order
at 8 P.M. to elect the officers to serve as the 2017 Board of Directors. Those elected to serve as Board
Members for 2017 are:
President- Jordan Busboom
Membership VP- Matt Bauer
Secretary- Dwayne Wright
Chorus Manager- Don Smock
Treasurer- Logan Williams
Chorus Directors- Jordan Busboom &
Music VP- Andrew Miller
Logan Williams

Congratulations on being elected to serve for the coming year!
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Are you having a problem finding a guest to bring to rehearsal? Well
then read on, my friend, as we let you in on...
•
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jordan.busboom@indstate.edu

•
•

The Wabash Blues-Letter is published
monthly by the Terre Haute, IN Chapter
of the Barbershop Harmony Society, a •
proud member of the Cardinal District. •
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Treasurer
Vacant

•
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Matt Bauer

•

VP Music and Performance
Logan Williams

•

Chorus Manager
Donald Smock
Directors
Logan Williams & Jordan Busboom

•

The Banks of the Wabash Chorus
meets every Thursday at 7 PM at
Harmony Hall,
1257 Lafayette Ave, Terre Haute,
Indiana 47804.

•
•
•

Correspondence about content and
•
contributions for publication should
be sent to the editor. All material in
The Wabash Blues-Letter may be •
reproduced without permission; please
credit the author and The Wabash
Blues-Letter in all reprints.

Nobody, in the history of the world, ever walked up to a stranger and
said, “Do you know any good groups I can sing with?” You have to
invite them.
Potential singers are usually worried if they are good enough to sing
with us while we are usually worred if we are good enough to invite
potential singers into our group.
The majority of male singers don’t read music... they just follow the
notes up and down.
Our music is our best advertisement.
Don’t oversell; your only job is to get them there the first night- let
the chorus sell itself.
International Contest, District or Chapter “stuff” is meaningless to
the new recruit. Sell good music and fellowship. Sing more than
you talk!
Young guys want to know others their age participate.
A good speaking voice is sometimes a clue.
Very few guys will come by themselves the first night. Either escort
them or suggest they bring a friend with them.
Don’t talk dues. They’ll ask when they’re ready.
If a guy is sincerely interested, he’ll be back. Don’t badger him! His
actions will tell you. Don’t be pushy.
As a general rule, recruiting “old barbershoppers” is a waste of time.
Sell them a show ticket. If they want to come back, they will.
Hang with your recruit at meetings. Make sure he meets the guys,
gets music, and most importantly, is NEVER LEFT ALONE!
Don’t oversell or undersell barbershop music. Most young guys
have no idea what it is, so it’s no big deal either way. Sell the “all
male” aspect when they ask, “what kind of music do you sing?”...
The answer is “all kinds,” which is true. However, the best answer is
to give them a practice tape and say... “Listen to this.”
Men who have sung in organized groups are usually our best bets. If
the guy is over 50 and has never sung organized music, the odds are
pretty long on him being able to do it. There are always exceptions.
Never underestimate our music’s ability to hook somebody.
Don’t make excuses for your group.
Since the chorus is growing, reassure the recruit that there are other
new men just starting.
You have to be willing to go beyond your immediate circle to find
new singers.
You may have to ask ten or more guys to find a singer. Don’t
stop at number nine!
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Calendar of Events
Idle Creek Singout
November 4, 2016 at 6:30 PM
Idle Creek Banquet Center

CALL TO ORDER:
The regular meeting for October 2016 of the Board of Directors of the Terre
Haute Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society was called to order by
President Dwayne Wright at 6 P.M. on Tuesday, October 18, 2016 in the Board
Room of Harmony Hall with a quorum present. The proposed agenda was
approved.
MINUTES:
The Minutes of the September 2016 meeting were approved as presented.

Sycamore Club Singout
November 11, 2016 Time TBA
Sycamore Club

BOW Christmas Show
December 10, 2016
Harmony Hall

TREASURER’S REPORT:
The Treasurer’s report for the month showed us to be financially stable at this
moment in time. Some concern was presented on costs associated with turning
the gas back on to the Hall. Plans were discussed and will be set in motion to
alleviate these concerns. The Treasurer’s report was accepted.

BOW Installation Banquet
Time and Location TBD

REPORTS
President Wright sent an email to St. Mary of the Woods explaining that we
would not be doing the Miracle on 7th Street Parade this year, but we would be
interested in doing it this year. Executive Vice President Jordan Busboom is
working on receipts for the advertising campaign and is going to continue to
encourage all members to attend Leadership Academy over the coming months.
The directors are still working on finalizing plans for the Christmas Show.

Cardinal District Leadership
Academy
January 14, 2017
Columbus North H.S.
Columbus, IN

OLD BUSINESS
No Old Business
NEW BUSINESS
Discussion on membership plans and implementation will continue over the
next month. Discussion was open on moving rehearsals back to Tuesday. This
will be taken to the Chapter. Discussion of ideas for after the new year will
continue over the next month.
ANNOUNCEMENTS/GOOD OF THE ORDER
No Announcements
NEXT MEETING/ADJOURNMENT
The regular meeting for the month of October is scheduled to convene at 6 PM
on November 15, 2016 in the Board Room of Harmony Hall. With no further
business to come before the Board of Directors, President Wright declared
adjournment at 6:45 PM.

BHS Midwinter
January 17-22, 2017
San Antonio, TX

Cardinal District
Spring Convention and Contests
March 24-25, 2017
Ben Davis H.S., Indianapolis, IN

For detailed information on all
chapter performances, go to
www.bowchorus.com and visit the
Schedule section.
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Tag of the Month

Print off two copies of
this newsletter to shareone with your family and
one with someone you
are bringing to a chapter
meeting. Let them know
they belong here!

www.harmonyfoundation.org

Secure the future of Barbershop
harmony through your generous
gifts to the Harmony Foundation.
Provide additional support to
your chapter and district with the
THE 25TH OF EACH MONTH
Donor’s Choice option.
Visit us online at:
www.bowchorus.com

11/4 Arriola Foster
11/8 Bob Kendall
11/19 Terry Wence

The Terre Haute Chapter and
the Banks of the Wabash Chorus
meets every Thursday at 7:00
PM. Meetings and rehearsals
are held at Harmony Hall. All
guests are welcome. All men are
welcome to sing with us. For more
information, call (812)-232-4926.
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