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A Note from Brian,
[w/70/'u5t returned returned from Gcrman\g last Tﬁursday].

There are lots of oPPortunitics for club members to
cnjoy theirinterests bcginning with the annual Civil War
Rccnactmcnt at Kcarnc3 Farl( next Saturday, Sunday,
Oect 21-22.

Vice President Dr. David Davenport and his
committee has been busy Prcparing our iootlﬂ and it

romises to be somcthing sPccia| and word has it that
Frcsiclcnt Lincoln might sto bg foravisit. |nfact we may
also see CSA President Jc” [Davis and his wife Varina -
wonder what would haPPcn if the two Prcsidcnts were to
confront one another?

T reasurer Pattie Spcnccr is still looking for several
more members to givc heracall to hclp out in the booth so
that all our members get to circulate and see what else is
going on throughout the day. Why not find a couP|c of
hours on the da you‘rc going out to Kcarnc3 and givc
Fattic acall anfhclp out at our booth? Hcr Pl‘\onc number
is_just to the left under our Poard of Directors. On
Saturday our booth could use one additional volunteer
from 1-2 %M, two more from 2 -4, and two also from 4 -6 FM
On 5undag three volunteers are needed from 10- noon and
three more from 2-4 FM

Our next dinner [a|ways the last Thursday of the
month] on Oct Z7t|'1 features a talk by noted historian Dr.
Jim Stanbcrg, who will be giving an overview of the
uPcoming November symposium bcing heldin Sacramento
on the topic “War on the Waters; Naval engagements in
the CivilC\/a
entertaining. Try not to miss it.

r*. His overview should be most inclusive and

DinnerReservations

T o make a reservation for our Qctober dinner on
Thursclag, QOctober 26th |, at the Ramada |nn at
the Shaw oFF—ramP on f:rccwag 41... contact
Secretary FPhyllis Mann at 229-37738

[afternoons or evenings, P|casc] or e-mail her at:

meOZ@sbcqloba|.nct




Professor Jim Stanbcry to sPcaic
on ‘War on the Waters' at Qct. 26

5JVCWRT Dinner Mccting

Mr. Jim Stanbcry, Profcssor of l'iistory and Political
science at | os Angclcs Harbor Co”cgc, will be our
sPcai(cr on Octobcr 169, Hc ecarned his BA at Bcrkcicg
and his M. A. at Cal State Univcrsity, Long Beach.
BcForcjoining the Facuity at LAHC some 35 years ago,
Jim served with the Peace CorPs inthe Phili Pincs fortwo
years. Heis active in the Civil War Round Fabics of San
(Gabriel and Orangc County, the Drum Barraci(s Civil War
Museum at Wiimington, and the San Fcciro Historicai
Socictg.

Jimis no stranger to West Coast Civil War enthusiasts
l'iaving spokentousin [ resnoona number of occasions and to
Rounci ables elsewhere. On the 17"‘ inst. he sPoi(c to the

Scottsdaic, Arizona, CWRT on “Jhe Movies and the C/v//
War. Heis a learned and engaging sPcakcr who Promiscs to
both teach and entertain us.

Jim’s Prcscntation tous on Oct. 26" will examine the
“Waron the Waters”. We are all familiarwith the clash of
the ironclads V/rgin/'a and Monitorat Hampton Roads but
this was but one of many hundreds of battles between
(Union and Confederate warships. All of these took P|acc
as the (Inion attcmPtcci to clcPrivc the Coni:cdcracy of
imPortcd goocis, to advance into the heart of the
Confcdcracg along rivers such as the Tcnncsscc, the
Cumbcrland, and the Mississippi, and to control coastal
areas.

Thc C5A, onthe other i'ianci, had to create a Navg
almost from scratcl’r, attcmpt to break the Union biockadc,
and to criPP|c the (Jnion war effort bg engagingin “Piracy”

[cuphcmistica” called commerce raiciing 53 those who laud

the activities of the A/a[?ama, f:/or/c/a, and the
Shenandoah). |n his talk Jim will icicntiicy (nion and
(onfederate Naval Stratcgics.

Rcscrvationsmcortl'ic dinncr-mccting on Ti‘iursciay,
Octobcr 26 must be made by ca”ing Fi‘iy”is Mannat229-
3778, afternoons or cvcnings. Wc will also sell tickets to the
dinncr~mccting at our booth at the Kcarncy Park Civil War
Reenactment on Saturday and 5undag Octobcr 21-22.

22nd Annnual Wcst
Coast Civil War Confer-

ence Nov. 10-12

Ti‘ic Sacramcnto Round
Tablc announced the Fo”owing
rices for attcnding onc-ciay ses-
sions for their War on the Waters
Wcst Coast Con;crcncc: Nov.
1oth -evening session and dinner-
$%5; all ciag Saturdag with lunch
and dinner-$90; and Sunciag
brunch and Program-$}5.

Contact Dennis K ohlmann of
the Sacramcnto Rounci Tablc at
(916) 7264432 to see when these

featured historians are mai(ingtlwcir

Prcscntations: [ dBearss, Craig
ngoncis, Jim Stanbcrry,Dcnnis
Ringlc, and Kcvin Foster.

(Costforall seminars and meals
are now $170. More information
can be found at
www.sacramentocwrt.com. Room
reservations can be made at the

Double Tree (800) 222-873%3.

A Little Humor from
Blue & Gray LAUGHING

A squad of Indiana
volunteers scouting the
mountains found an old woman
in a log cabin. After the usual
salutations one of them asked
her:

“Well old lady, are you a
seccessionist?” “"No.” was her
answer.

“Are you a unionist?” “*No”

“What are you then?”

“A Baptist-and always have

been!”



BOOK REVIEW
First Lady of the Coni:cclcracy:

Varina Davis's Civil War
by Joan E Cashin
bc”cnaP/Harvard Univ., 403 PP $29.95

T his review is by Jona than Yarc//cy, a book
reviewer for the Was/vington Fost BooL Wor/a/
and was Prov/c/cdbﬂ Charlie Jorgcnscn.

|n the antebellum South, white women, like
black slaves, were cxPcctccl to stay in"their P|acc."
As Joan [ Cashin, a history Proi:cssor at Ohio
Statc, writes, thcy "were cxpcctcci tomarry young,
have many children, and devote themselves cxclusivc|y
to the Familg.“ Tl’icg ndid not attend universities
orenterthe Proxccssions, and in Mississi Pi, unlike
Ncw Jcrscy, thc3 had nevervoted ancr

expected to have the faintest interest in Pub|ic

[ife.n

were not

Varina [Howellwas borninto this worldin 1826
and acce tcditsconditions,butnota|wa s happil
and, as éaslnin notes, with "a series oi:bgwilclcPrFing
qucstions“ that eluded casy answcrs....chitimatc
[qucstions] that almost ccrtainly occurred to
Varina Howell before, during and afterher marriage
to JCFFCFSOH Davis in [Feb. 1845 in Natchez.
She was 19, and he was 36. [ en years earlier
he had married 5arah Knox Taylor, the claugi-ltcr
of Zachary Taylor, but she died of malarialess
than three months later, a loss that left Davis
chrushed with grici:" and reverberated
throughout the 4 1/2 decades of his marriage
to Varina.

"nearl

Davis -- P]antcr, soldier, Politician --was a
handsome, commanding man whom Varina claimed
to love rigl'\t up to -~ and bcyond -~ his death in
1889, buthewasalso stern, dcmanciingand hcadstrong.
Hc acccptcd without qucstion every clause of
the Southern code, and he cxPcctccl his wife
to honor that code as well. \/arina by contrast
"wanted a rcciProca| rclationship, acompanionate
marriagcinwhicl'\ husband and wife both hadoiligations.“

Foradecade and a half before the Civil War,
she had accomPanicd herhusband to Washington,
where he rcPrcscntcci Mississippi ascongressman
and senator, and served as 5ccrctary of warunder
Frcsidcnt ]:ranldin Ficrcc. In 1861 hewas chosen

F/casc turn to page o

AFTER ACTION REFORT
for SIVCWRT Meeting

on Scptcmbcr 28, 2006
by Ron Vaughan

This meeting was a little different, in that
the 30 members watched a CSFAN video
Prcscntation. The last Bug/c Call Echoes
Proviclcd an amplc biograph of Mary
Chestnut and author Dr. [ izabeth
Sl-iowaltcr MuHcmccH, 50 l will not rcPcat
that here.

|f you staycd away from this meeting,
because you tl‘\ought avideowould be boring,
you missed out! What made the event tru|3
mcmorablc, was that the author was
interviewed on the site of the Mu”)crry
Flantation, 5 C., where Marg Chcstnut lived.
We were able to view much of the beautiful
grouncls of the Plan’cation. Dr. Davcnport fast
forwarded through some of the Parts of the
video, that were less interesting, csPccially
the viewer call-in qucstions, which he said were
mostly inane. |f | had been a caller, | would
have asked herif she had any relation to
Daniel Showalter, the Calitornia
seccesionist Politician that shot a chublican
and fled to the Confcdcracy.

According to Dr. Muhlenfeld, Mar3 C is
intcrcsting to modern rcacicrs, because of her
behind-the-scenes know]cdgc of the CSA
government and her many “irreverent” views
and comments about Southcrn lcadcrs,
slavcrg, and feminism. li: you wish to view the
program, you may contact Dr. Dave to borrow
the video, and watch in the Privacy oizyour own
home.

An added feature of the meeting was a brief
Waync Scott, about his

Prcscntation b?
inois— including the [ incoln

recent triP to |l
home and museum. e aPPcarccl atthe museum
in his [ incoln re-enactment outfit, and startled
some visitors who mistook him for a wax Figurc!
The higlﬂight of hisresearch at the museum
was to find that one of his ancestors and
| incoln’s fatherwere cousins, or somcthing
like that (] can’t a|wa95 take notes fast
cnougl’r to get it straight!)

Be sure not to miss the next meeting, when
we will have a no doubt rousing lecture 59 Jim

5tanbcrr3.



First Lady of the Confcdcracy:

Varina Davis's

continued from age 2
Prcsidcnt of the CHA. Shc was [irst Lady
oF thc new nation, a rolc shc had not bargaincd
for and that did not csPccially suit her....she
had not favored secession and did not believe
-- never believed -- that the South could win

the war.
|n addition to her qualms about the war, she

simply had othcrt“nings on hermind. Hcrmarriagc
was never easy, she was Frcqucntly scpara’cccl
from hcrhusbancl,tcnsions between them attimes
were extreme. | ike many women of her Pcriod
she saw too many of her children to thcirgravcs
— all four of her sons died while young, her
beloved youngcst daughtcr diedinher car|3 30s,
and hcrothcrdaughtcrlivcd to mature adulthood
-- and strugglcd through serious illnesses of
her own.

As the Conchcracy reachedits final months,
even the first lady had to scramble for food,
and at the cnd, sl’mc, like her husbanc’, was on
the run. With her husband in Prison awaiting the
trial that ultimatcly never was held, Varina was
warned that white Southerners migl’mt be hostile
toward her. lnstcad she found herself lionized.

The irony of this surcly amused herand may
well have anger her. Ccrtainly she showed little

Civil War

enthusiasm for her husband's efforts to solicli;y
his own imagc....His self-esteem ballooned...as
he assumed a new role as symbol of the ‘Lost
Cause’ and he seemed to expect his wife to
deferto him as members of the Public did." He
lived a uartcr~ccntur3 aFtcr the war, always
de cnc]ing on the generosity of others, rarcly
hording a rcaljob. He fell rather foolishly in
love with a woman named Virginia C|ag and ha
astrange rclationship with another named Sarah
Dorscg‘ He almost ccrtainlg was unfaithful to
Varina, but divorce was out of the qucstion,
and she alwags did her cluty, no matter how much
she may have disliked it.

Her life took an interesting turn after his
death. 5|’1c moved to New York, which she loved,
and did occasional Picccs of journalism. [n 1893
she had a Fricnc“g meeting with another famous
widow, Ju|ia Dent (Grant,” and the two became
friends.

Varina Davis died in QOct. 1906. [During
her marriage to Jeff Davis] " she made many
sacrifices for a cause she did not Fu”y support
and for a husband who did not Fu“g return her
love." Caslﬁin‘s book leaves no doubt that she
wasinfacta considcrab|3 more interesting person
than her lﬂusbanc{, and a betterone as well.

San Joaquin Valle
CivilWar Round Tag|c
FODBox5695
Fresno CA 93755




