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President's Letter
By Meredith Wisniewski
Happy New Year! It’s hard to believe that it is now 2022. This is often a time of
resolutions and optimism, but with the increased attention surrounding
education it may feel quite different.I’ve spent a lot of time in the past reflecting
on resolutions. To find inspiration for this letter I looked back over some of my
personal writing from a few years ago, and this is what I found:
It seems like every January I make certain promises to myself about how things
will be different, better, new. I'm going to stick to that new gym routine, I'll train
for this new race, I'll visit those new places, I'll put myself out there and try new
things; every year new resolutions emerge and I find myself struggling to keep
them. I manage to follow through on some, but others tend to quietly fade away.
Part of me gets excited for the new challenges, but another part of me wonders
about my motivation. Am I trying to be better than I already am, or am I looking to
forge an entirely new path and reinvent myself? I also get that the whole idea of
new year's resolutions can seem a bit silly. If you want something badly enough,
why wait until January 1?
So, this year I've decided to do things differently. I will resolve..not to resolve to
do anything. Any new challenge I come up against will be what it will be. Instead
of setting unrealistic expectations and being hard on myself for inevitably failing
to meet them I will just take things as they come.
Seems Past Me had, in some strange way, insight into Present and Future Me.
The idea of taking things as they come has become quite the mantra for
educators lately. There is no way to know where this year will take us, and I’m
riding the ride along with all of you. However, in trying to find some sort of
balance in it all I still strongly believe in the power of our gifted community. GAM
continues to provide support for everyone in the gifted community, and despite
my beliefs on resolutions we do have one for you: to continue to advocate for a
gifted education mandate.

This year’s magic numbers are 806 and 2366. Senate Bill 806 is sponsored by
Senator Denny Hoskins; House Bill 2366 is sponsored by Representative Brenda
Shields. Both bills will once again include language requiring districts to provide
gifted education services. While we all may have our personal feelings about New
Year’s resolutions, this is one I hope we can all commit to achieving.
Wishing you a safe and healthy 2022,
Meredith Wisniewski

GAM Day at the Capitol

GAM Day is going virtual!
Feb 23, 2022
More info at
www.mogam.org
Make your students' voices heard!

Battle of the Brains
by Jennifer Blank
Battle of the Brains is a Kansas City metro area contest where each top 20
finalist team is guaranteed to win a piece of $155,000 in grants for science,
technology, engineering, and math (STEM) education by dreaming up an exhibit
concept for Science City. One student team will see its idea come to life in a big
way! The competition inspires students to think big and encourages teamwork,
collaboration, and critical thinking with a real-world STEM challenge.
This year, more than 6,400 students from 240 schools in 50 school districts
entered Kansas City’s largest STEM competition. Since it started 10 years ago,
more than 30,000 students have benefited from this immersive educational
opportunity.
The grand prize-winning team will receive a $50,000 grant, along with the
opportunity to work alongside Burns & McDonnell and Science City STEM
professionals to transform their winning idea into a $1 million permanent
exhibit at Science City. Over the years, students in the competition have
inspired five exhibits now on display at Science City. The grand prize-winning
team will be revealed at an awards ceremony at Union Station.
This year, many Kansas City- area gifted programs placed within the top 20
finalists. From the Missouri side of the state line, the following gifted programs
were awarded top 20 status:
· Raytown Challenge Gifted Program, led by Jennifer Blank, Megan Finlay, and
Rachel Bailey. Proposal: “Expect the Unex-Spectrum”
· Raytown Challenge Gifted Program, led by Jennifer Blank, Megan Finlay, and
Rachel Bailey. Proposal: “Riveting Robotics”

· North Kansas City SAGE Gifted Program, led by Erin Nash. Proposal: “A World
of Robotics”
· Platte County Delta Gifted Program, led by Amy Cordova. Proposal: “Circles of
Light”
· Belton STAR Gifted Program, led by Tricia Trutzel-Betts. Proposal: “Inside the
Science of Superheroes”
· Blue Springs Stretch Gifted Program at Cordill-Mason Elementary, led by
Jennifer Medina. Proposal: “Earth Rocks!”
· Blue Springs Stretch Gifted Program at Moreland Ridge Middle School, led by
Emily Love. Proposal: “Project Planet”
· Blue Springs Stretch Gifted Program at Delta Woods Middle School, led by
Annalisa Stoner. Proposal: “Laser Lounge”

The Giving Gathering: 11th Annual
Food and Gift Drive at Dana's
By Jennifer Hawkins
The St. Clair R-XIII Challenge Program partnered with Dana’s Shaved Ice for their
annual food and gift drive on Sunday, Dec. 12, 2021 from 1:00 pm-3:00 pm.
Community members dropped off food items for local food pantries and gifts for
“Friends of Kids with Cancer.” Dana donated free hot chocolate to those who
donated, and the Challenge program provided Christmas Karaoke, tabletop
s’mores, face painting, and games.Participants also had the opportunity to get
their pictures taken with Anna, Elsa, and some of Santa’s helpers.They also had
the opportunity to purchase kettle corn and Bob & Pat’s BBQ.
This is the 4th year the Challenge program has partnered with Friends of Kids
with Cancer.They collect toys for children undergoing treatment for cancer and
blood-related diseases. The Friends of Kids with Cancer organization stocks toy
closets located in area hospitals; they provide toys for younger children and gift
cards for teens.
https://www.friendsofkids.com/

State Advocacy Update
By Kyna Iman
GIFTED ASSOCIATION OF MISSOURI
2022 State Advocacy Agenda
The Gifted Association of Missouri requests your advocacy on the following
issues:
FUNDING FOR GIFTED EDUCATION PROGRAMS
Support legislation that requires every school in Missouri provide state
approved gifted education programs for students identified as “gifted” under
section 162.675 and that all program services are provided by teachers with a
valid certification in gifted education.
House Bill 1810, sponsored by Rep. Aaron Griesheimer (R-Washington) and
Senate Bill 806, sponsored by Senator Denny Hoskins (R-Warrensburg) have
been filed to address GAM’s number one priority legislation for the 2022
session.
MISSOURI SCHOLARS ACADEMY & MISSOURI FINE ARTS ACADEMY
Support $750,000 in state funding for the Missouri Scholars Academy and
Missouri Fine Arts Academy for June, 2023.
The Scholars Academy is a three-week residential program at MU for 330
rising high school juniors who are academically gifted;
The Fine Arts Academy is a two-week residential program at MSU for 150
rising high school juniors and seniors who are gifted in the arts.

MISSOURI SCHOOL FOUNDATION FORMULA FUNDING
Support increased funding for the Missouri School Foundation Formula.
Support $3.56 billion appropriation in House Bill 2 for the Department of
Elementary & Secondary Education.
OTHER GIFTED FACTS & FIGURES
$24,870,104 was appropriated for gifted education in FY2006. There were
295 school districts with state approved gifted programs. In FY2007, this
amount was rolled into the new foundation formula. Without this line item
providing earmarked funding for state approved gifted programs, those
funds can be spent on other programs, and there are now only 211 school
districts offering state approved gifted programs.

2022 GAM DAY AT THE CAPITOL IS
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, AT 10:00 AM
You can find your legislators by visiting the Missouri Senate website.
Legislative Look-Up: www.senate.mo.gov/llookup/leg_lookup.aspx
It will give you contact information and a webpage on your Legislators.
If you have questions, please contact GAM’s Governmental Consultant, Kyna
Iman, at kynaiman@earthlink.net

Helping Students Advocate
for Gifted Education
Question:
Dear Kyna Iman,
I am a gifted student. I enjoy my gifted program. The gifted program helps me in
ways a classroom cannot. Is there any legislation that I can be an advocate for? I
know that there are only four states that fully fund their gifted programs. Is
Missouri trying to become another one? I hope to hear from you.
Sincerely,
Levi
Third Grade
Ms. Chang's Rose Acres Elementary Schools PEGS Class
January 13, 2022
Response:
Dear Levi,
I am so excited you are wanting to become an advocate for gifted education in our
schools! Rep. Brenda Shields, who is a State Representative from St. Joseph, has
filed House Bill 2366. Her legislation would require every school district to
establish a state-approved gifted program for gifted children. In the Senate,
Senator Denny Hoskins, from Warrensburg, has filed Senate Bill 806, which
contains the same requirement.
You can help get these bills passed by writing your State Representative and State
Senator and urge their support. If you are in the Pattonville School District, your
State Representative Paula Brown is the Ranking Minority Member of the House

Education Committee - where the HB 2366 will be heard.
You can learn more about who your legislators are or read the bills by going to the
House and Senate websites.
It should be noted that actually 43 states require services or programs in their
schools for gifted students. Missouri is still far behind neighboring states with
regards to funding gifted education. Iowa and Oklahoma fully fund their gifted
programs. Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkansas, Kansas, and Nebraska offer partial,
dedicated funding. Missouri and Illinois are the only states that do not offer
earmarked funding for gifted education. It is also of note that many comments
made on the survey conducted by small and/or rural school districts mentioned
lack of sufficient funding as a barrier to providing services.
Thank you for reaching out, Levi. Let me know if you would like to come visit your
legislators at the State Capitol or testify at our upcoming hearings to support HB
2366 and SB 806.
Keep up the good fight!
Kyna Iman
GAM Legislative Advocate

Remembering Vicky Bennett
By Erin Gunter
Vicky Bennett is remembered through GAM's Vicky Bennett Distinguished Student
Award, which honors a student in grades 3-6 each year for academic achievement,
leadership, and/or the arts. More information can be found on www.mogam.org.
Vicky Bennett earned a bachelor's degree in Fine Arts Education from the
University of Missouri and her master's degree in Education from Columbia
College. We were blessed to have Vicky as a teacher at the Hallsville School
District from 1989 until her passing in 2018. She taught art for 12 years and then
moved to gifted education for 17 years. In 2014 Vicky was named Gifted
Association of Missouri's Outstanding Teacher of the Year. She served as a
member of the GAM board as a Regional District Director and as a chairperson
for the Scholarship Committee. Vicky also taught classes each summer at College
for Kids, a camp for gifted kids.
Vicky was known for having a great sense of humor, a warm and outgoing
personality, and an infectious smile. She always had a comment or story that
would make you laugh. Vicky's students thrived in her classroom. She pushed
them to grow both academically and personally through classroom activities that
fostered exploration and through the personal connection she was able to make
with each one. Outside of the classroom Vicky cherished her family and her role
as "Mom", her pets, and exercising her amazing creativity through art.
Vicky was such a special person. I knew her as a colleague and as my children's
gifted teacher. The artist who drew this portrait is Bella Abell. Bella was one of
Vicky's gifted and talented students as is currently a freshman at Hallsville High
School.

SEE YOU THIS SPRING!

Have an idea for an ad or article?
Please email Alex Pagnani at
Pagnani@ucmo.edu
All submissions due by April 15th.

