
 

 A. The Gospel came through great difficulty: 

  1. 1 Pet. 4:18-19 – scarcely – “with difficulty” 

  2. Heb. 9:22 – “the shedding of blood” 

  3. Titus 2:13-14 – Jesus “gave himself”  

 B. Obedience is likewise difficult: 

  1.  Matt. 7:13-14 – “strait” = “being narrow” 

  2. 2 Tim. 3:12 – “shall suffer persecution” 

  3. Rev. 2:10 – “Be thou faithful unto death”  

II. Why Is Daily Godly Living Difficult? 
 A. 1 Tim. 3:14-15 – The church is the pillar and 

  ground of the truth: and truth is not well 

  received. 

 B. 1 Thess. 1:6-8; Rev. 3:7-12 – The influence and  

  prosperity of the church, for good, depends on 
  the brethren. 

 C. 1 Tim. 4:16 – Individual influence and prosperity 

  for good depends on a daily communion with 

  God. 

 D. 1 Jn. 1:6; 2 Cor. 6:16 – Communion requires 

  diligent attention to the pursuit of fellowship. 

 E. 2 Pet. 1:10 – When Peter said, “make your 

  calling and election sure,” he did so after 

  appealing to the need of developing personal 

  character qualities. 

 

III. Conclusion: 
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