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"Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness and patience. Bearing with one another, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other as the Lord has forgiven you, so you must also forgive.” 
Col. 3: 12-13

Dear Brothers and Sisters: 
As we have come through Easter, Pentecost, and the Holy Trinity we have heard the words of Jesus as he instructs, commands, gently nudges and empowers his disciples to live lives pleasing to God…to respond and live in the world in ways that are more like He does. To accomplish such a feat the followers of Jesus are taught to ask God to help and guide us.  That is where we get the ability to do the things that only God can make possible.  
What a difficult and radical idea forgiveness is, in a world where misunderstanding, violence, retaliation, and entitlement, seem to conspire to rule the day!  Our Lord asks us to come from a place of forgiveness…a place of humility and forbearance. At least, we have ample opportunities to practice these principles for this is not a perfect world and we are not perfect-far from it! But we are blessed and forgiven by the grace of God. That is something worth sharing and very much needed in the world.

Prayerfully, 
Pastor Mona Fitch-Elliott 

PS:  Pastor Mona has office hours on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays. Please feel free to call for an appointment. (201)895-1498

    CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
[image: ][image: ] The last day of Sunday School before summer break is June 12th. On that day we will have a breakfast to mark the occasion.  We will also have a baptism and commune those who are newly prepared.  Come and celebrate with us! Thank you to the Sunday school teachers, Sandy Weaver, Chrystle Stettler, Elaine German and our Superintendent Rose Davis as well as the parents and others who have supported our Christian Education programs. It has been a good year of sharing the Gospel.  

WANT AD[image: ]    
St. John’s is looking for a musician who can play the piano and the organ and work with our choirs and musicians for our Sunday morning services and special services.  Please send all inquiries and or resumes to office@stjohnsjerseycity.org and/or jgf410@verizon.net. 

[image: ]The ELCA Churchwide Assembly will be held from August 8th – 13th in New Orleans. Debra Goidel and Pastor Mona Fitch Elliott will be attending as voting members with a delegation from the New Jersey Synod. Please pray for a safe and productive trip and stay tuned for the return reports.  
[image: ]
 



New Members
[image: ]





Kerima Richardson
Pamela Landvruegd
Barbara Jablonski
Carolyn Armstrong
Baptism: Nolan Harris
St. John’s/CROSS ROADS Day Camp 
(and other summer programming)
[image: ]

1) The Cross Roads counseling staff will be coming to St. John’s to lead the week long day camp on 
July 17th-22nd
Sunday they will join us for worship and a cookout lunch. What we need from you is financial support, blow up beds, provision of lunches for children and staff, provision of dinners for the staff.
* We may need your help with housing our counselors.

2)  There will be a children’s sermon each Sunday during the summer months.

3) In the absence of a regular choir director we are inviting musicians, singers, musical groups of ALL AGES to provide special music at our worship services during the summer.  Share your talent.
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Did you know?
…We have e-giving now! 
You can make your offering online by going to St. John’s website www.stjohnsjerseycity.net. Just click on links/resources at the top of the home page and you will be lead to a portal so you can make your donation.

…St. John’s Food Pantry is distributing food and services twice a month now! On the second and fourth Saturdays. 9:30AM to 12:30PM.
 
A new Spiritual Direction group meeting is meeting Wednesdays at 11:00AM. All are welcome!

Church Council is on the 3rd Sunday of the month -  1:00 PM unless otherwise announced.  Council  meetings are open to all members.

The Women’s Group Tricky Tray was a rousing success! Thanks everyone who came out. Money was raised for longstanding repairs around the church.   

Property Committee meets on July 13th at 7:00PM. 
    YOUTH Ministry
[image: ]Confirmation took place on the Day of Pentecost. Congratulations to Sophia Pellegrino and Alex Raghunandan.
 





Youth Night happens on Wednesdays at St. John’s at 6:30 for youth ages 12 and up.
Cross Roads Camping and Retreat Center has overnight camp weeks throughout the summer as well as special Confirmation Camp.  A week at Cross Roads is an unforgettable experience of a life time. 
[image: ]Acolyte Recognition will be June 19th. We want to show our appreciation to a wonderful group of dedicated young people. 
      First Communion: Kiara, Jaslyn, and Dolores
[image: ] [image: ]Jersey City Together, a grass roots coalition of faith-based and other community groups, made history on April 11th after 2 years of planning, listening and raising funds. In a gathering of about 900 people the organization engaged Mayor Steven Fulop, Dr. Marcia Lyles, Superintendent of Jersey City Public Schools and County Executive, Thomas DeGise, on issues that are important to Jersey City residents including safety, housing, and youth activities/ education. 
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                              Save the Date!!!

Men’s Club and Women’s Group end-of the year Cookout 
[image: ]

                                    June 21 
                                   6:00 PM







  PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING THE PLANNING
 GROUP FOR THE 500th ANNIVERSARY OF THE
REFORMATION – See Karen E. or Pastor Mona
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