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Mtthodist Sthools
in Arkansas

METHODIST PREACHERS IN ARKANSAS in most of the Nineteenth Century were, in the main, not highly educated men. But they were, in the
main, considerably better educated than most other Arkansas citizens. In
numerous instances they taught school as a kind of second vocation,
often on a part-time basis, occasionally full-time. Some of them went
back and forth between the two vocations.
During the years in which the Indian missions were a part of the Arkansas Conference ( 1836-44), many of the preachers were in charge
of Indian schools. Prominent among these were Andrew Hunter, J. W. P.
McKenzie, James Graham, A. D. Smyth, James Essex, and W. H.
Goode. After the Indians organized their own conference in 1844,
Arkansas preachers continued to transfer to the Indian territory, often
to serve in educational work. Prominent among these preacher-educators
were John Harrell, John H. Carr, W. L. McAlister, F. M. Paine, and
John N. Hamill.
The chief reason for the entrance of ministers and church laity into
teaching in Arkansas was the slowness with which the state and local
authorities established public schools. In 1843 the General Assembly
authorized townships to sell public school lands to finance schools, but
this income was not sufficient to pay for a school system. By 1860
Arkansas had 727 "public schools," but most were supported chiefly by
tuition and private funds. 1
We noted in Chapter 4 that the Arkansas Conference in 1836 voted
to try to establish a manual labor school and two female academies but
failed to do so, and that several private academies were established by
Methodists in Batesville, Fayetteville, and Pine Bluff about that time.
Again in 1844 the conference expressed a conviction similar to that of
1836, and a few years later tangible results could be seen. The story
of Methodist higher education in Arkansas has been well researched and
reported by Dr. Willis B. Alderson in his doctoral thesis at the University of Arkansas in 1971, and this account owes much to his fine work.
Our account will concentrate on the relation of these schools to the
Methodist Church, for obviously we cannot provide a complete history
of these numerous schools.
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Pre-Civil War Schools

Washington Male and Female Seminary

In 1845 the Arkansas Conference authorized a Board of Trustees for
a Washington male and female seminary to be located at Washington,
Hempstead County. The committee members making the recommendation were all presiding elders and all from the southern part of the conference-William P. Ratcliffe, Little Rock: Jacob Custer, Ft. Towson,
Indian territory; and Andrew Hunter, Washington. Perhaps a deciding
factor was the strong Methodist influence in the Hempstead County area
-a legacy from the William Stevenson days.
J. D. Cobb was the first superintendent, and the school opened in
October, 1846. The conference did not assume any direct financial responsibility for the seminary but did appoint Lewis S. Marshall as financial agent to help raise money for it. Later, heads of the school included S. L. Slack, the Rev. H. C. Thweatt, the Rev. C. P. Turrentine,
Mrs. R. Timonus White, and B. J. Borden.
Dr. Willis B. Alderson, for a time conference member and author of
a comprehensive study, A History of Methodist Higher Education in
Arkansas, 1836-1933, reported that it is difficult to decide whether the
seminary was collegiate in grade. However, it did set as its goal for the
women's curriculum that "Women should be educated to attend to dignified and important subjects." 2 The conference seems to have lost interest in the school by 1854, for no reports on it were made to the conference after 1853.
Soulesbury Institute/College

In 1849 the Arkansas Conference, having established a school in the
southern part of the state at Washington, authorized one for the northern area, to be located at Batesville. It was named Soulesbury, in honor
of Bishops Joshua Soule (who held the annual conference session in
1833 in Washington County) and Francis Asbury (who appointed
William Stevenson to his first charge, from which Stevenson made a
preaching tour into Arkansas, as we have noted).
The Rev. Benjamin Watson was elected president; and the coeducational school opened in January, 1850. It had three levels of instruction: primary, preparatory, and collegiate. In 1853 the Rev. James E.
Cobb served as president, followed by the Rev. H. J. Newell in 1856,
Judge David W. Lowe in 1856, and T. J. Massey in 1858.3 In 1860 the
school was reported to the conference to be in prosperous condition,
with both male and female departments well organized. However, the
conference left the presidents place "To be Supplied."
By the fall of 1861, the school was temporarily closed-for lack of
suitable teachers and not for lack of pupils. There was confidence that
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as soon as teachers were found, the school would reopen. The buildings
were used as army hospitals during the war, and a final effort to re-establish the school was unsuccessful. In 1872 the White River Conference (newly organized in 1870) authorized the sale of the buildings,
thus closing the chapter on the school's history. 4
Ouachita Conference Female College

A Female Collegiate Seminary was established at Tulip, Arkansas
in 1850-51 and became a strong institution. In 185 3 it was offered to
Arkansas Methodists, perhaps partly because its superintendent then was
a Methodist minister (the Rev. B. J. Borden) assisted by "Brother
J. L. Joyner," evidently a loyal Methodist layman. 5 In 1859 the Rev.
Benjamin Watson became president. Teachers included the Rev. and
Mrs. Jesse S. McAlister; the Rev. and Mrs. Edward R. Barcus; and
Professor Barcus, mentioned earlier, was in charge of the music department, and his wife was an assistant and governess. Dr. Willis B. Alderson comments on the strong Methodist influence on the faculty, adding that "Professor and Mrs. Barcus gave years of distinguished service
as pioneer Methodist teachers." 6 Barcus also served as a pastor some of
the time he was in Arkansas ( 1855-1874).
The name of the school was changed in 1858 to Ouachita Conference
Female College and was donated officially to the conference. In 1860
both Watson and McAlister left the school ; the reason for their departure is unclear. In the midst of the war, the school seems to have stopped.
Bur it served its day well. One evaluation of the school, quoted by
Dr. Alderson, declared that "the institution represented the nearest approach to a collegiate education for women which the state afforded
before the war with the possible exception of Soulesbury College." 7
Wallace (Crawford) Institute

A loyal layman and his wife are due the credit for establishing what
was first known as Crawford Institute ( 1854-57) and later as Wallace
Institute (1857-61). They were Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Wallace of Van
Buren. Both had died before the school was launched, but $ 11 ,000 left
by their will was to provide a $1,000 building in Van Buren and a
$10,000 endowment.
The Rev. J. S. McAlister, who taught at several Arkansas Methodist
schools, was principal in 1855, followed by Frederic S. W ood the next
year and by the Rev. Peter A. Moses, who served from 185 7 to 1860.
The Rev. John Harrell may have had a hand in securing the services of
Moses, for he was in Nashville, Tennessee, in July, 1857 "looking for a
teacher to take charge of Wallace Institute." 8 Moses seemed to have
been a good choice and the school made progress; but for some reason
he left in 1860, taking another teaching position and giving up his conference membership.
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However, it was reported that Daniel B. Carr had been secured by
the trustees as the new president; he began his duties in November,
1860.9 But during the summer vacation, Mr. Carr enlisted in the Confederate Army and was killed at the Battle of Oak Hill.10 The building
was used as a hospital for Confederate wounded and eventually destroyed by Federal troops,11 and the school closed.
In 1881 the Arkansas Conference took preliminary steps toward the
recovery of the funds left from Wallace Institute, with a view to making
appropriate use of the funds. A report in 1895 and again in 1896 to the
conference revealed that the school was operating and that the trustees
of the fund seemed willing to "give the church control of the school." 12
The following year, under educational statistics, Wallace Institute is
listed with no property, no professors, and no pupils but $8,500 in enArkadelphia Methodist College began in 1890. Dr. and Mrs. ]. M.
Workman were president and
teacher, respectively, from 1915
to 1926.
Photo by courcesy of John Gladden Hall, Hender1on
State College: The Methodist Years, 1890-1929.
Arkadelphia: Henderson State College Alumni Association, 1974.
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dowment. 13 In 1909 the conference was asked by Van Buren officials
to relinquish its rights in the fund. In the meantime, some of the fund
seems to have been loaned (locally?) to help build the Van Buren
High School and a grade school. 14 In 1933 the Arkansas Conference
again sought to recover the endowment, by that time grown to some
$25,000. Eventually, about $20,000 from this fund went to Hendrix
College. 15
Arkadelphia Female College
The Arkadelphia Female College was short-lived, and information on
it is in short supply. The Rev. James E. Cobb, who taught in several
Arkansas schools and had a hand in the conference paper, was sent
to Arkadelphia as pastor in the fall of 1859; and he soon created sentiment-and leadership--for a school for women. He was assisted by Miss
S. C. J. Cobb, likely his sister. The school evidently began in February,
1860. In the fall when conference met, Cobb relinquished the pastorate
and gave full time to the school, William P. Ratcliffe becoming the pastor. However, the school probably brought less income than expected;
for in the fall of 1861, Cobb again filled both roles of pastor and college
president, but in 1862 his only appointment was as agent of the college.
In the fall of 1863, Cobb was again pastor of the church; and there was
no reference to the college. It is unclear when it closed, but in 1866 the
Little Rock Conference authorized the trustees to sell any remaining
property of the college if necessary to save themselves embarrassment.
Centre Point Male and Female Academy
A Male and Female Academy at Centre Point was started in 1862
and continued for several years, with appointments to it by the Little
Rock Conference.
Some Conclusions Regarding These Schools
Some general conclusions regarding these early Methodist schools
have been drawn by Dr. Willis B. Alderson, whose doctoral study has
enriched this account. They are as follows: 16
1. In general, these schools were expected to be self-supporting; the
Methodist Church put very little money into them directly.
2. The success or failure of a school depended very much on the
ability of the president· or chief administrator.
3. Contrary to general belief, women had many chances for education in Methodist schools of the era. Only one of five Methodist schools
of the period was exclusively for male students, and two were chiefly
for women.
4. In spite of the Methodist connectional system, little overall planning for Methodist higher education seems to have been done in this
period. The two conferences usually acted independently, and the schools
did not always keep in close contact with conference officials.
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5. The schools maintained the church's desire that religion should be
a dominant factor in curricula and activities.
6. The scholastic work of these schools, when at their height, probably gives them as much right as any colleges in the state to claim
collegiate status.
7. Concerning their overall contribution to Arkansas and its citizens,
Dr. Alderson quotes Dr. Horace Jewell, who knew many of the early
school leaders, as saying: "No school can be pronounced a failure that
succeeds in properly training a goodly number of young men and girls
for useful and honorable stations in life .... Every youth that was educated in these schools was a clear gain to society, and many of these
are now to be found occupying respectable positions in social life, and
in Church and State." 17
The Middle Period: 1865-193 3

Immediately following the Civil War, Methodist higher education in
Arkansas was a bare cupboard. All the earlier schools had disappeared.
Soon, however, proposals were heard for new schools. An offer of a
college site near the town of Dover was not seen as desirable. Consideration was given to establishing two colleges in Little Rock; one for men,
and one for women.
The Camden Schools

As early as 1855 Bishop George F. Pierce helped to raise $7,000 from
Camden citizens for a Methodist female college to be located there18
but we have no record that it ever got organized. But the Camden Male
College was accepted by the Little Rock Conference in 1868 as a conference school, and the Camden Female College was placed under the direction of the Rev. W. H. Browning. Evidently they did not thrive long;
in 1870 the conference stated:
It is a matter of regret and mortification that we have at this time within all
the bounds of our conference not only no college, but no school of any grade,
which is the property of our church, and none over which we have any control. .. .'"

Male/Female Schools at Little Rock

The 1870 report called for establishing a male college of high grade
in Little Rock. The previous year the conference had proposed the planning of a female college in the capital, designating the Rev. A. R. Winfield to collect funds. It was to be based on the District High School
already in the city. A conference report in 1871 continued to analyze
Methodist ineptness in education by saying:
Our utmost effort in this [educational} direction for years has only resulted
in the feeble policy of voting the patronage of our Conference to anybody's
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school. ... [We] are disposed to think that this questionable policy has hindered our success ... by occasioning us the delusive fancy that we had schools
and colleges when, in fact, we had none.' 0

In 1872 the Little Rock Conference voted to accept the charter and
$10,000 in pledges for what was to have been a state female college but
was now to be called the Arkansas Female College. 21 The schools
flourished for a time but then fell on evil days. In 1884 V. V. Harlan
and Sidney H. Babcock issued a report that declared:
We find that the Board of Trustees [of Arkansas Female College] have no
plans for the school, they own no properry, they do not contemplate purchasing, and there seems to be so little of definiteness about the institution that
the [Conference) committee have determined to omit it as a beneficiary of the
collection for education [in the Centennial celebration of 1884). 22

Actually, the church had been unable to meet the financial obligations
and thus had lost its voice in the management. The president, the Rev.
L. M. Lewis, resigned and management was left in the hands of Mrs.
Myra Warner, a competent and dedicated teacher who was able ,to
keep the school going long after the Methodist connection was dissolved. The college in the later years was often referred to "Mr$. Warner's School." For some years, Dr. Andrew Hunter was nominally the
president; but operations were carried on by Mrs. Warner. Mrs. Warner
was a sister of Dr. J. ]. McAlmont, prominent Methodist layman.
Methodist Views on Public Education
During those post-war years, public education was struggling for improvement; it was plagued with lack of funds, limited equipment and
resources, and inadequate leadership. At the same time, Methodist leaders were declaring that the church could not leave education to the
state, which necessarily left out Bible study and religious training. In
1874 the Southern General Conference urged that every district establish its own Methodist school, 23 and the bishops called this plan "the
only antidote to that godless feature in the public school which ignores
the Holy Scripture in the training of youth." 24 Dr. A. R. Winfield, editor of the Arkansas Methodist in 1885, engaged in a controversy with the
Arkansas Gazette over this issue, saying that Methodists objected to public schools that "have the Bible shut out as a textbook, and where there
is no effort to teach the theory and practice of true religion in that
blessed book." 25
Consequently, district high schools sprang up all over the state under
Methodist auspices. Among those that can be identified are these, using
the letters D. H. S. to indicate D istrict High School:
1. Lewisburg Seminary, 1871
2. Jacksonport D .H.S., Searcy, 1871

3. Washington D .H.S., Bingen, 1873
4. Mineral Springs D.H.S., 1874
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5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
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Fort Smith D.H.S., 1875
Mississippi D.H.S., Osceola, 1875
Clarksville D.H.S., Dover, 1876
Helena D.H.S., Forrest City, 1876
Batesville and Black River D.H.S.,
Smithville, 1877-79
Helena D.H.S., Wheatley, 1883
Fayetteville D.H.S., Prairie Grove,
1880s
Harrison D.H.S., Yellville, 1890s
Pine Bluff Female Institute, 1880s

1816-1976

14. Bellville Academy, Ferguson's Mill,
Yell County, 1880s
15. Batesville D.H.S., Philadelphia
(later Salem)
16. Little Rock Conference Training
School, Fordyce, 1890s
17. Stuttgart Training School, 1890s
18. Warren Male and Female Seminary
19. Dallas High School, Bethesda
Springs, Polk County, 1890s
20. Monticello D.H.S., 1890s"'6

"Some of these schools had a short life; not all were in operation
at the same time. Gradually, all were replaced by public high schools." 27
But each made a contribution. The Rev. J. H. Watts reports with pride
that he helped build the school at Yellville, 28 and Forney Hutchinson
got some of his first schooling at the Washington District High School
at Bingen before he went to Hendrix College. 29 The schools served as
preparatory institutions for many youth who would never have had a
chance at as good a school otherwise, and they encouraged many students to go on to college.
Coming to Terms With the State University
While struggling to establish its own institutions of higher learning,
the Methodists also gave some attention to what was happening in the
Arkansas Industrial University, founded at Fayetteville in 1871, and
later becoming the University of Arkansas. The Methodists became convinced that their church, which had some forty thousand members in the
state, ought to have at least a few of their members among the trustees
and the faculty of the University. Since other denominations were represented, this seemed like a clear case of favoritism. A strongly-worded
resolution to this effect was adopted by the Arkansas Conference at its
1878 session:
It would seem but just that if other denominations are entitled to prominent
and controlling positions in the management of the ... university the Southern
Methodist Episcopal Church, in Arkansas, has a right to demand an equal share
in the distribution of favors.'"

The Little Rock Conference joined in a similar action when it met,
saying " .... We cannot afford to be ignored in this way." 31
Two years later there was a resolution of this struggle, for in 1880
the Arkansas Conference Journal records that Professors Richard Hardway and H. M. Welch had been added to the faculty, along with assistant professor G. Doheas, and Dr. J. W. Jones as a trustee. An interesting sidelight is that one of the new Methodist professors, H. M.
Welch, had been chairman of the conference Committee on Education in
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1878 that brought in the criticism of the university. He was a lay delegate from Fayetteville.
The Goal: A Planned System of Methodist Colleges

It was obvious to many leaders in Arkansas in the 1880s that the time
was near when there must be a coherent, unified plan of college education for the Methodist constituency in the state. One of the first proposals for such a plan was made in 1888 by an educational commission
representing all three conferences and chaired by the Rev. J. H. Riggin.
The report was far-sighted:

These past and present presidents of Philander Smith College
are (left to right) the late Marquis Lafayette Harris; Ernest
T . Dixon, Jr.; and Walter R. Hazzard, .Presently in office.
. . . We must guard against dividing our patronage and support among too
many schools. We . . . recommend :
1. That . . . [we] build up and foster only one male college
Central Collegiate Institute at Altus, and one Female College to be located
at Searcy.. ..
3. That our other schools confine themselves to work preparatory for a
college course. . . .32

When the conferences met in the fall, Little Rock Conference Board
of Education noted the recommendation for correlation but pointed out
that such correlation was virtually impossible when schools were independently enterprised. Arkansas Conference made no reference to the
suggestions, but White River Conference approved.
The Reality: Four New Colleges in Arkansas

Rather than holding to two colleges as the Educational Commission
proposed, Methodists in the state, who had two colleges in 1888 (Quitman and Central Collegiate ), by 1890 had four. Again, the probleii?was due to lack of consultation and coordination and to spur-of-themoment action.
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Quitman College

Quitman College evidently began by 1869 as a private institute,
but in 1871 it was given to the Arkansas Conference; in 1872 the conference minutes referred to the citizens of Quitman as donors of the
school. But in 1872 the conference voted to give the school back to the
donors; 33 yet it is not clear that this was accomplished, for in 1875
conference representatives offered the property of Quitman College to
form the basis for a new male college to be launched jointly by the
Arkansas and White River conferences-as though they owned it. In
any event, the conference recommended the school to its members, and
it prospered. The Rev. Peter A. Moses was named president in 1871,
1872, and 1873. In 1874 the Rev. J. A. Peebles was named president,
serving for several years. In 1880 and 1881 the Rev. Jerome Haralson
was president; in 1882 W. A. Rogers came from Georgia for one year
to head the college, and then Haralson was again selected. In 1884 the
Rev. S. H. Babcock took the presidency for three years.
In 1881 the trustees had planned a campaign to raise an endowment,
but crop failures and money shortages caused a postponement. 34 The
church praised the school but failed to give it support in money.
In 1883 the Arkansas Conference again sought to divest itself of Quitman College as a conference school, proposing that it become a district
school. But Quitman refused to quit; their trustees did not agree to the
change. Thus a year later, the Conference Board of Education had no
choice, they felt, but to continue the schoot3 5 And again in 1887 the
conference declared: "We believe the time has come when a change in
our relation is ... demanded.... Our judgment is that Quitman College ought to be a District High School. ... " 36 But in 1890 the college was still operating and reporting to the conference board, which
recommended a $400 appropriation and commended the trustees on
completing payment for a new $12,000 building. 37 The Rev. 0. H.
Tucker served as president for several years in the early 1890s. In 1894
the Rev. Frank Barrett of the White River Conference became president; in 1896 F. M. Malone took the helm; in 1897 0. H. Tucker
returned and served two years until the school finally closed.
Quitman made a real contribution in its day; local citizens supported
it valiantly. It was the victim of being by-passed by the railroads and of
the emergence of Galloway College and of Central Collegiate Institute
(later Hendrix College). President Tucker gave evidence of the contribution made by the college when he pointed out that it had served
some three thousand students, sixty of whom went into the ministry
and countless hundreds of whom served church and state as good members and citizens. 38 "Quitman College was the first Methodist college in
Arkansas to do real college work. No college in the state did more for
Christian education during that period." So wrote Professor Guy A.
Simmons of Hendrix. 39
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Central Collegiate Institute

Central Collegiate Institute was the creation of a north Arkansas
preacher, the Rev. Isham L. Burrow. He had a dream of a higher quality
of college education than he had seen in Arkansas and set out to make
his dream a reality. Burrow had taught school while he preached; but
in 1871 he was assigned to lewisburg Seminary, and in 1874 was
principal of Clarksville District High School. In 1876 he opened a new
school-Central Collegiate Institute-in a new town, Altus. It prospered and soon showed promise of being the kind of school Arkansas
Methodists wanted to own and support.
In 1883 the Arkansas Conference created a centenary committee, to
plan ways to celebrate the one hundred years since the famous "Christmas Conference" of 1784 when the Methodist Episcopal Church was
organized. The conference authorized the Centenary Committee to
investigate the possibility of establishing a male college in the conference and the possibility naturally arose about purchasing Central
Collegiate Institute. Mr. Burrow agreed to sell it for $12,500, and the
Arkansas and little Rock conferences committed themselves to purchase it jointly. 40
Dr. Burrow was continued as president. The Rev. V. V. Harlan was
appointed financial agent to raise the funds, which he did by 1889.
Dr. Burrow resigned in 1887 because of disagreement with V. V. Harlan
over financial matters, 41 and the Rev. A. C. Millar from Missouri was
secured as president. Millar was barely elected, however, for at the last
minute Dr. Burrow decided he wanted to continue. Millar was elected
by one vote. 42 He had studied under Dr. (and by 1887 Bishop) Eugene
R. Hendrix, who recommended him for the spot. Millar asked Burrow
to stay on as a consultant, strengthened the faculty, and in 1889 persuaded the trustees to change the school's name to .Hendrix College. 43
The further story of Hendrix College will be delayed while we look at
other developments in Arkansas Methodism's colleges.
But, first, a footnote concerning the campus at Altus, soon to be left
behind in the move of Hendrix to Conway. The Rev. C. F. Mitchell,
a student at Altus at the time, describes the development:
Upon the removal of Hendrix College from Altus, Arkansas, the town people
besought Dr. I. L. Burrow to buy the grounds and buildings from the Church
and reestablish the school. He re-opened the school under his own responsibility,
naming it Hiram and Lydia College, after his father and mother .. ..
President Burrow was also pastor of the Altus church, conducting the Sunday
services in the college chapel. . . . My Alma Mater was not destined to live
long, but she served her day faithfully, and developed stalwart character for
the Church and state."

The school continued for sixteen years, at which time it was sold
the town for a public school. The building burned two years later.

to
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A New Crop of Colleges

Seven towns had sought in 1890 to attract Hendrix College to locate
with them: Arkadelphia, Clarksville, Conway, Morrilton, Searcy, Stuttgart, and Van Buren. Conway was chosen.
The six contestants that failed to get Hendrix College were sorely disappointed. Four of the towns (Arkadelphia, Clarksville, Morrilton, and Searcy)
using the bonus raised to get Hendrix each built a college. Later Stuttgart built
an academy. Such great enthusiasm for Christian education had been aroused,
that the Methodist Church had a crop of colleges instead of one."

The two major colleges Methodists owned in this era, in addition to
Hendrix, were Galloway and Arkadelphia Methodist (HendersonBrown).
Galloway Women's College

Galloway Women's College grew out of a feeling that Arkansas
Methodists should have a college for women. One expression of this
feeling resulted in the establishment of Arkansas Female College in
Little Rock, but we have seen that it did not succeed under Methodist
auspices. In its issue for February 11, 1888, the Arkansas Methodist
declared, "We believe we should take steps at once for establishing a
Female College in this State, and thus provide for the thorough education of our daughters in our own way, in our own state."
A few weeks later a mass meeting was held in Searcy, with Bishop
Charles B. Galloway presiding. He was well known in Arkansas, having
held annual conferences in 1885, 1886, and 1887. The three conferences had already appointed a joint educational commission that had
proposed that Arkansas Methodism authorize and support two strong
colleges in the state-one for men and one for women. Central Collegiate
(later Hendrix) was to serve men; Arkansas Female College in Little
Rock was no longer claimed by Methodists, and Quitman College
showed little promise of being the strong women's college that was
envisioned. Out of the mass meeting came an enthusiastic decision to
establish in Searcy a women's college named after the bishop. Citizens
of the town pledged $25,000 for the new school.
Galloway Women's College opened in the fall of 1889, with the
Rev. S. H. Babcock as president. Finances were an immediate problem,
for the money raised was only half enough to construct and furnish the
building and landscape the grounds. Finally, in 1896 the trustees issued
$25,000 in bonds, reporting to the conferences the reasons for their
dire predicament:
The failure to collect $10,000 worth of subscriptions, the collapse of the
steam plant, the unroofing of the College building by cyclone, together with
the imperative need for more room, are reasons assigned for the increased
indebtedness, and failure to liquidate the old debt!•
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Babcock served for three years, followed by Dr. John H. Dye for
six years. Dr. C. C. Godden was the next president, and his first year
brought a surplus of $3,000 in the operation-but this made a small
dent on the $30,000 debt. No wonder that little Rock Conference
declared "a financial crisis" at the school. 47
And then the college building burned. Some felt the enterprise should
be abandoned. Yet its friends rallied and rebuilt-though the old debt
remained. The college, in the main, did good work; its faculty was
highly praised for its quality, and in 1903 fifty girls had to be turned
away for lack of housing.
Across many years, from 1907 till the closing in 1933, Dr. J. M.
Williams headed the school, giving it outstanding and devoted leadership. Trained at the famous Webb School in Tennessee and Vanderbilt
University, he was undoubtedly responsible for much of the excellence
in Galloway's curriculum for women, as revealed in this description of it:
Ic is not a question whether women may not do many things in man's world
equally as well as he; but it is for her to make her own world and in that
world reach the fullness of her powers and possibilities. . . !"

In the consolidation of Hendrix and Henderson-Brown Colleges at
Conway in 1929, Galloway was reduced to junior college status. But
still, lack of finances plagued the school. Attendance declined; women
were increasingly going to coeducational colleges. The college facilities
were given to the town of Searcy (along with the debts) . The campus
is now occupied by Harding College.
Genuine tribute to the girls of Galloway was given once by "Sam,"
one of the "dusky rulers supreme of the culinary regions," when he was
called into the banquet hall to give a toast to the students. He said:
In all my gain's up and down, in Alabama, in Georgia, in Virginia, in
Baltimore and Maryland, I have never saw young ladies more beautifuller and
more aristocraticker than the young ladies of Galloway College!"

Arkadelphia Methodist College/Henderson-Brown

Methodists of Arkadelphia were considering opening a college before
it was decided to move Hendrix from Altus. When they heard of the
possibility that Hendrix might be moved to Arkadelphia, they increased
their efforts to raise funds for a school. When the decision was made
to locate Hendrix at Conway, the Arkadelphia townspeople renewed
their original plan for a Methodist school. The Rev. John Mclauchlan,
pastor of the Methodist Church, made a strong plea for subscribers
for the Hendrix project to channel their gifts to a new Methodist school
to be built in Arkadelphia. He argued that Hendrix was for men, Galloway for women, and that Arkadelphia would serve an unmet need for a
coeducational school.
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The Conference Board of Education met in Arkadelphia on April
16, 1890, and heard the proposal from Arkadelphia. They learned that
a "magnificent" college building was planned for construction. They
voted to accept the offer, elected trustees, and the trustees elected G. C.
Jones as president. By fall the president had employed seven assistants
and opened the school in September with 110 pupils. 50
When the issue came before the conference at its meeting on December 3-8, some evidently felt the question had virtually been decided.
Debate was two hours long. Dr. A. C. Millar of Hendrix expressed the
feeling that it was unwise for Arkadelphia and Hendrix to confer the
same degrees. Others said that if the Methodists did not accept the offer,
the Presbyterians would. Editor Z. T. Bennett reported that "Some think
the Conference has made a serious mistake, and that there will necessarily be antagonism of colleges, and thus cause a cloud to come over
Hendrix and Galloway. It is done, and we shall see what we shall see." 51
On the other side of the argument, proponents pointed out that each
of the other conferences had a college in its midst; that both were north
of the Arkansas River; that the only school south of the river granting
a degree was Ouachita Baptist College; and that this was the only coeducational Methodist school in the state. 52
The conference accepted the school. Unquestionably, this action
created strained feelings in the state and in the conference itself. Perhaps
the strongest feelings were held by those who had been closest to
Hendrix. Dr. James A. Anderson in his Centennial History of Arkansas
Methodism is somewhat restrained in his comments on this issue, but
in that manuscript which he left at Hendrix Library he states:
. . . The college at Arkadelphia . . . set up [serious] competition [for
Hendrix] . . . . This college has trained many important men and women. But
from the moment the Church touched it we have been in a mess with our
educational affairs, as many of us knew we should inevitably be whenever we
divided our educational forces. . . .••

Two years later ( 1892) the school had a debt of $23,500; and it was
leased to the president, George C. Jones, on a ten-year basis. The Rev.
Cadesman Pope served as president from 1897 to 1899, when Jones
resumed the presidency, remaining until 1904. Dr. Jones and Captain
C. C. Henderson, strong supporter of the college (contributing $11,000
on its debt) had a disagreement over the management of the school,
and Jones resigned. The next president was J. H. Hineman, former
state superintendent of public instruction.
Henderson's support of the college was such that in 1904 the name
was changed to Henderson College. In 1911 at another financial crisis,
Henderson and Mr. W. W. Brown made generous contributions; and
in appreciation the college was named Henderson-Brown College.
As in all the Methodist schools, religious services were regular and

Little Rock University {1882-1896)
was a Methodist Episcopal institution. The Rev. Thomas Mason was
president of Philander-Smith College,
1881-1897, after which he was president of Arkansas Conference College at Siloam Springs from 1900 to
1914,
also
Methodist
Episcopal
schools.

frequent. "The controling influence of the college is preeminently religious." 54 Strong emphasis was placed on good academic work, and a
good music department was developed. An example of the quality of
work for which students were prepared is the series of essays prepared
by twelve alumni and printed in 1941 as Essays on Southern Life and
Culture. Among these essayists is one Rhodes Scholar; all of them
hold advanced degrees. Among those best known to Arkansas Methodists
are Dr. Matt L. Ellis and Dr. George B. Workman.
Financial troubles recurred from time to time. In 1909 Mr. Brown
and Mr. Henderson each contributed $10,000 to the college. And in
1914 the main college building burned; and its replacement left the
college with a debt of $60,000. Dr. George H . Crowell was president
during these trying times. In 1915 Dr. J. M. Workman began a tenyear term as president, during which a campaign was launched to raise
$125,000 of which $120,000 was actually paid. During these lean
years, several loyal laymen went the second mile for the college. H. L.
Remmel of Little Rock gave $20,000 on one occasion, and John W.
Trieschman gave $10,000. Others who helped included R. W. Huie,
R. B. F. Key, W . E. Barkman, R. W. Huie, Jr., Leslie Goodloe, and
Harvey C. Couch. Mrs. H. L. Remmel became the first woman trustee
of any Methodist school in the state.
But as soon as things looked brighter, the North Central Association
declared that a $300,000 endowment would be necessary to keep accreditation. An effort to raise the funds failed, and Dr. Workman
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resigned in favor of Clifford L. Hornaday. He stayed only a short time,
being followed by James W. Workman, son of James M. Workman,
for the last year the college operated as a Methodist school.
Efforts to Unify Methodist Schools

In the meantime, Arkansas Methodists had been trying to streamline
their educational system. At the fall conferences in 1926 another educational commission was established, during the administration of Bishop
H. A. Boaz. Members from the conferences were F. M. Tolleson, Harvey
C. Couch, ]. D. Hammons, W. R. Stuck, C. M. Reves, L. B. Leigh,
James Thomas, J. W. Crichlow, W. M. Sherman, and G. C. Hardin.
The commission faced the fact that Arkansas Methodism seemed
unable to finance adequately three senior colleges. Consequently, it
proposed that there be one Board of Trustees administering a system
of higher education, embracing a new $3,000,000 central University
in Little Rock that would confer degrees and that Hendrix, Galloway,
and Henderson-Brown would each continue but as junior colleges. 55
Bishop Boaz reported that two men, Harvey C. Couch and R. E. L.
Wilson, had each agreed to contribute $250,000 for the new university
and that Little Rock had agreed unofficially to raise $1,000,000. 56 The
plan was hailed as excellent by the experts, but was opposed by many
Methodists across the state. The Searcy Kiwanis Club carried a half-page
advertisement in the Arkansas Gazette on March 6, 1927, headed
"Methodists and Galloway Women Throughout Arkansas Read This
and Let Your Voices Be Heard," in which ten reasons were advanced
against the plan and "demanded" that the plan be abandoned.
Dr. A. C. Millar, former president at Hendrix but now editing the
Arkansas Methodist, argued against the plan on the grounds that an
institution ought not to be abandoned without sufficient cause, nor
should any community be deprived of its college without the free consent of those concerned. 57
Opposition was heated. Bishop Boaz wrote: "The pastor at Arkadelphia (]. L. Cannon}. ... said in his pulpit, so I was told, 'Our bishop
ought to be put in the penitentiary for making any such proposal concerning our schools in Arkansas.' " 58 Boaz, in defending the plan, stated
that "Arkansas is the weakest State in the Union in the field of higher
education . . . . Arkansas needs to be stirred [out of her} Rip Van
Winkle sleep [that} has been prolonged entirely too long." 59
The proposals for unifying Methodist educational work in the state
were considered at annual sessions of the conferences in 1927 and 1928
and also at a special called session of the two conferences on February
28, 1928. The outcome of all these meetings was a decision ( 1) to
create a single board of trustees to act for all Methodist schools; ( 2)
that none of the present colleges shall be reduced to junior college
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level ; ( 3) that Hendrix and Henderson-Brown colleges be merged and
located where seems best; ( 4) that Galloway College continue as a
standard women's college. 60 In addition, North Arkansas Conference
adopted a resolution requiring that any plan to locate a merged or a
new institution in Little Rock must be based on provision for a campus
site of at least five hundred acres and a firm sum of $2,500,000either in cash or in bona fide subscriptions. 61
The hope for a great university in Little Rock did not materialize.
Dr. Willis B. Alderson gives his judgment that the reason it did not
emerge was that the Methodists thought in terms of a senior college,
whereas Little Rock leaders were wanting a major university. He also
concludes that perhaps it was a wise choice not to undertake a university in Little Rock, considering the financial situation in the early
Thirties. 62
The chief result of the work of the Educational Commission was the
merger of Hendrix and Henderson-Brown colleges ; the new school was
named Hendrix-Henderson College, and it was located at Conway.
Understandably-and perhaps inevitably-friends and alumni of Henderson-Brown College felt the school was not fairly treated. One example
of this feeling is revealed in correspondence involved when Dr. Paul W.
Quillian, pastor at Winfield Churth and president of the Little Rock
Conference Board of Education, wrote to alumnus G . R. Turrentine
asking that certain Henderson-Brown papers be turned over to Quillian.
Turrentine replied:
. . . I resent the scheming and chicanery which resulted in the rape of
Henderson-Brown and I have utterly lost faith in the leadership of the church
which was responsible.. .. I know that the cause of Methodism is hurt and
that there is a schism which neither you nor I will live to see closed.. . . The
entire affair was immoral. . .. 63

After two years, the name "Henderson" was dropped from that of
the Conway school, which eased the feelings of some. Dr. James A.
Anderson, who was in the midst of all these happenings, called what
was done a consolidation of Hendrix and Henderson-Brown. HendersonBrown adherents interpret the action as simply changing the ownership
from the church to the state.
But time healed most of the wounds. Dr. J. M. Williams, who gave
twenty-six years to Galloway College before it was closed in 1933,
spoke wisely at the Annual College Alumni Dinner at the 1936 session
of the Little Rock Conference when he said:
Some of our college plants have passed to other hands; but the character
elements and religious ideals born in the life of Methodist school days are still
potent in the men and women of Henderson-Brown, Galloway, and Hendrix . . . . Does it not behoove us to lay aside discussions and differences? .. .
If we can lay aside the differences and heartaches that have sundered us ; and
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look every man not at the things of himself, but at the things of others.
Let it be . . . a way for the future of a new Methodist family to be grown
from the best of Henderson-Brown, the best of Galloway, and the best of
Hendrix. . . . The people called Methodists in Arkansas must have a united
family. Their college world must be a united world. We must not, we cannot
fail this generation, nor miss the chance which is ours.••

Methodist Episcopal Schools

Before any schools were established by Methodists in Arkansas, the
church had divided in 1844 into the Methodist Episcopal and the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. Each branch developed its own schools.
Since the northern branch was much weaker, it founded fewer schools;
and most of these were aided financially from outside the state in
greater or lesser degree.
Several of the institutions established by the Methodist Episcopal
Church in Arkansas were helped by the Freedmen's Aid Society. The
Northern Methodists felt they had a duty to help rebuild southern
institutions, such as schools. Dr. J. P. Newman expressed it thus:
Flowing out of the triumph of our arms was a political duty which we owed
the conquered States. . . . Intimately connected with our victory is the duty
to provide the means of education for the destitute portions of the South ... .
We left the South prostrate, financially, for which we have no apologies to
make, because of the patriotic and beneficent end we sought. . . . It is true that
our conquest left the Southern States too poor to provide for the educational
wants of the people without our aid. 05

We have already noted the beginning of the school in Little Rock
that became Walden Seminary and later Philander Smith College. We
will trace its history later in this chapter, as well as that of Little Rock
University and the Arkansas Conference School.
There were a few other small schools that had a short life. One was
the Texarkana Institute (later called Texarkana Gymnasium) which
began in 1882, with the Rev. Leroy Bates, a Ph.D., as president. In
1890 Bates went to Little Rock University to teach; and this may have
brought an end to the school, for we do not find later references to it.
In 1889 it had 5 teachers and 154 students. 66
A Professor Futrell was one of the first principals of Bowen Seminary
at Clow, Arkansas, Hempstead County, an all-Negro town. In 1906 the
Rev. A. H. Jaques was named principal. After four years he was replaced by the Rev. Samuel J. Saxton. When Saxton left in 1913 to
become a professor in Samuel Huston College in Austin, Texas, the
school was taken over by the public school system. 67
Arkansas Conference Seminary/College

The Methodist Episcopal Church maintained at two different times
a conference school in North Arkansas. Each seems to have maintained
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a good quality, although plagued with the usual difficulty of inadequate
finances. The first one began in 1880 as the Arkansas Conference
Seminary, located at Harrison. It had primary, intermediate, academic,
and collegiate departments and was headed by the Rev. J. M. Longcoy,
who held an M.A. degree. 68 The following year Longcoy was named
as a pastor; and there was no reference in the appointments to the
seminary, but in 1885 the Rev. J. C. Barker was appointed president.
It may have had a layman as president in the intervening years. Barker's
name as well as that of the seminary drops out of sight after 1886.
In 1900 the Rev. Thomas Mason, president of Walden Seminary
(later renamed Philander Smith College ) from 1882 to 1899, was
named principal of Siloam Springs Collegiate Institute. In 1904 the
school name was changed to Arkansas Conference College. In various
years other professors there included R. J. Gregg, F. P. Schumacker,
M. A. Casey; and B. P. White and R. L. Selle served as field agents. In
1915 the Rev. C. B. Larrabee was named president and served two
years. In 1909 the college asked for $11,500 to pay off an indebtedness
and received $ 12,700 in cash.69 Again in 1916, reports were made of a
shortage of funds at the college; but the officials announced a campaign
to raise a $100,000 endowment under Larrabee's leadership.70 In 1917
the college was renamed Siloam College, it became affiliated with Baker
University in Baldwin, Kansas, and the board of trustees expanded to
represent "various church organizations." At the 1916 commencement
of the college the Northern Church leaders invited a Southern Methodist,
Dr. A. C. Millar, to preach the baccalaureate sermon. 71 The tension
between the two branches was by then beginning to ease. But the
college was unable to meet the financial demands, and disappeared from
conference records by 1920.
Little Rock University
About 1880 Northern Methodists decided to establish a university
in Little Rock.72 They already had Walden Seminary in operation there,
but it was serving Negro youth exclusively. The new university was to
serve white students. A bulletin announcing plans for the school gave
September 27, 1882, as the opening day.73 Chairman of the Board of
Trustees was Bishop H. W. Warren of Atlanta, a Methodist Episcopal
leader interested in Negro education; treasurer was Mr. Frank Carland
of Little Rock.
Seven colleges within the university were planned but not all opened
in 1882. By 1883 the Colleges of Literature and Arts, of Music, and of
Medicine were reported in operation; 74 although the bulletin said, "For
the present the Arkansas Medical College will represent the Medical
Department of the University." The Medical Department listed fifteen
doctors as professors, including prominent "Southern" Methodist Dr.
J. J. McAlmont.

Galloway College was the scene of many lovely occasions such as
this.

The university "had a favorable location, impressive facilities, and a
sound educational philosophy," according to Dr. Willis B. Anderson. 75
Its main building was 4 stories high, the tower 130 feet high, and the
campus was on a bluff overlooking the Arkansas River on Lincoln
Avenue. The major instructors had A.B. and A.M. degrees. 76
Presidents of the school were members of the Arkansas Conference
(Northern Church). Dr. George W . Gray, D .D ., served from 1882 to
1885, at which time he was succeeded by the Rev. E. S. Lewis, who
served two years. The Rev. Alfred Noon served three years, and the
Rev. M. L. Curl followed for the period of 1890 to 1893. In 1894 no
appointment of a president for the university was announced and Mr.
Curl was presiding elder of the Little Rock District, Northern Church.
Two ministers were appointed as professors in 1894, and Mr. Curl may
have held the post of president along with his presiding elder's office.
In 1895 no appointments were made to the school. Evidence seems to
be that the school closed for lack of patronage about 1894 but that it
made an unsuccessful effort to reopen in 1896, for there are catalogs
for 1896; and the Arkansas Methodist carried an advertisement in its
August 5, 1896 issue that refers to the university's "Large Faculty of
Harvard Specialists" and to John W. Wilkinson as president. 77
As late as 1906 the Arkansas Conference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church recorded in its Journal that it would confer with the Freedmen's
Aid and Southern Education Society "relative to the property of Little
Rock University located in the city of Little Rock."
Evidently the school was reaching younger children but not enrolling
enough college students to justify its continuance. In 1892, out of 164
pupils, only 7 were at collegiate level. 78 In 1889 one student, Nannie
C. Carr, wrote about the resignation of President Noon in 1889 and

METHODIST ScHOOLS IN ARKANSAS

1 55

added: "He talks about going back to Massachusetts. We don't know
whether the other teachers will be here next year or not." 79
Perhaps it is not amiss to suggest that if Northern and Southern
Methodists had collaborated on such enterprises as Little Rock University, the outcome might have been more successful.
Philander Smith College

A school for Negro youth was established on November 7, 1877,
as Walden Seminary in Little Rock by the Freedmen's Aid Society of
the Methodist Episcopal Church. Two years later the first principal,
Miss Helen M. Perkins, reported to the Little Rock Conference when
it met on February 21, 1879:
The school opened in Wesley Chapel, an open dilapidated church, entirely
unfit for a school room, it was uncomfortable and destitute of all school conveniences. Here it remained until January 1, 1879, when it was removed to a
suite of rooms on the second floor of a building, the lower part of which is
used as a store. The rooms and location are inconvenient, but are a great improvement on the church. 80

The files of the college also contain references to an earlier school
that began by 1868 or 1869 under the leadership of Mr. Lew Webb,
acting for the Freedmen's Bureau of the Federal Government. 81 It is
possible that such a school was operated in the Wesley Chapel building
by Mr. Webb and that Walden Seminary was its successor in 1877.
Principal Helen Perkins came from Wiley College in Texas to help
start the new school. The name Walden was chosen in honor of Dr.
]. M. Walden, secretary at the first organization of the Methodist Episcopal Freedmen's Aid Society. The first trustees were I. G. Pollard,
W. 0. Emory, G. W. Sams, W. H. Crawford, A. J. Phillips, L. W.
Elkins, all ministers; and A. L. Richmond, William LaPorte, and Frank
Carland, laymen.
In the early 1880s the Rev. Thomas Mason came from Indiana,
where he had graduated at DePauw University, to become president. 82
In 1882 Mrs. Adeline Smith of Oak Park, Illinois, responding to an
appeal for funds, gave $10,500 in memory of her husband, Mr. Philander
Smith; and in the next year the school was named for him. Gradually
new buildings were added. In 1883 records show 2 teachers and 82
pupils; by 1892 there were 15 teachers, 7 college students, and 223
sub-collegiate pupils. 83 The college had its first graduation in 1888.
The Rev. J. M. Cox came to the school in 1886 to teach ancient
languages; in 1898 he was made vice-president and the next year was
named president. 84 He served until 1924, during which time new buildings were erected, new land acquired, and the academic program
strengthened. The primary grades were dropped in 1924.
The next president, the Rev. George Collins Taylor, a graduate of
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the college, served from 1924 to 1936. By the end of his term, the
high school department was discontinued.
One of the most influential members of the staff in the years before
1930 was Mrs. Hildia M. Nasmyth, who was the matron of the Adeline
Smith Home for female students. She and Mr. Nasmyth had been
missionaries to Africa. One of the students who lived in the Adeline
Smith Home later wrote about what this program in practical home
economics meant to her:
Her interest in helping the unfortunate, poor, uneducated, deprived AfroAmericans . . . has left a lasting impression on those of us who knew her
to be an unselfish devout Christian .. .. [She} would spend her summers traveling, visiting churches, lecturing, and making friends for the school. She would
collect donations of money, clothes, books, and anything that would help toward
the comfort and culture of these poor people. . . . Most important of all was
the love, understanding, and Christianity that were packed within these walls.••

When Dr. M. Lafayette Harris assumed the presidency in 1936, he
began the longest tenure of any president of the college, continuing to
1960. In that time the campus area was greatly enlarged, old buildings
remodeled, new ones erected, and the scholastic standing enhanced. In
1948 the site of the former Little Rock Junior College was purchased,
and the college began expanding into it. In 1948 accreditation was
gained from the North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary
Schools. A new president's home and science hall were built in 195152; and by 1959 the college had new dormitories, student union,
cafeteria, dining hall, and a new library building was started.
In the years following the 1939 union of the three branches of
Methodism, there was increasing cooperation of Southern Methodists
in the support of the college. Serving on the Board of Trustees in Dr.
Harris' presidency were such leaders as Dr. C. M. Reves, Dr. Francis A.
Buddin, Dr. Arthur Terry, and Dr. E. T. Wayland. Even earlier, former
governor George W . Donaghey had served as a trustee.
After Dr. Harris was elected bishop in 1960, Dr. Roosevelt D.
Crockett became president of the college, serving until January, 1965,
when Dr. Ernest T. Dixon, Jr. took the presidency. One of President
Dixon's first moves was to place greater responsibility on students for
directing campus religious activities.86 He then began plans for a tenyear projection of needed improvements. However, by 1969 he had
taken a staff job with the national United Methodist Program Council
and in 1972 was elected bishop by the South Central Jurisdiction.
Dr. Walter R. Hazzard came to preside over the college in 1969
with a solid background of education (B.A., M.A., B.D., S.T.D.) and
of pastoral and church executive experience. An early project was the
convening of a president's consultation meeting with conference lay
leaders and other churchmen in April, 1970. Chief item on the agenda
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was strengthening the college so as to keep its accrediation and to lay
plans for increasing the endowment. Shortly after this meeting, the
Southwest Conference heartily approved the plans and heard President
Hazzard in his Inaugural Address pledge that students and faculty would
have a larger role in policy decisions.
The college has served as a bulwark of hope for black students in
Little Rock, in Arkansas, and beyond for nearly a century. It has given
countless hundreds of . them a chance at a better life. It has had to
struggle constantly against poor resources and inadequate funds . It has
been a rallying point for Black Methodists in Arkansas and beyond. It
has been the site of innumerable special events for training and inspiring
lay and clerical leaders at both the local church and conference level.
The testimony of one former student probably speaks adequately for
many who have attended Philander Smith : "But for Philander Smith
College, I might still be in the cotton fields of Arkansas." 87
Hendrix College

"The church in Arkansas will never allow this school [Hendrix} to
go down." 88 "The interests and on-going of the Methodist Church in
our State is in a large measure bound up with the interests and ongoing
of Hendrix College." 89
These two declarations, one made in 1897 and the other in 1936,
by North Arkansas Methodists, would doubtless express the feeling of
most Methodists in Arkansas today about Hendrix College. Its role and
its influence in Arkansas can perhaps never be adequately measured.
Our efforts here to evaluate it will necessarily touch only on certain
high spots-with apologies to all the persons and groups that will seem
to be overlooked.
The Founding

We have already noted the change in the name of Central Collegiate
Institute to Hendrix College in 1889 at the suggestion of President A. C.
Millar and the moving of the college from Altus to Conway. Bishop
Hendrix had not been in charge of Arkansas conferences at that time,
though he was later.
Great enthusiasm was quickly generated for the new school. The
Rev. H. W. Brooks recalled one episode in saying, "Who, of those
present, will ever forget that midnight speech of Dr. H. R. Withers
and the collection of $5,000 raise[d} by Rev. S. H. Babcock. That was
the beginning of the educational ground swell which for the last ten
years you have had in Arkansas." 90 This $5,000 was the first money
raised with which to purchase Central Collegiate Institute.
But it took much more than $5,000 to bring the new school to Conway. Citizens were called on to subscribe all they could afford-and
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more. They were led by the zealous pastor of the Conway church, the
Rev. Edward A. Tabor, whose loyalty was matched by Captain W. W.
Martin who pledged $10,000 and later added another thousand. 91 George
W . Donaghey, later governor, says, "Without hesitation, I subscribed
$1,500, more than a third of all my assets." 92 Altogether Conway residents pledged $72,000 to Hendrix and converted their pledges into a
certified check for $55,000; and Conway was chosen as the college
site. The first hall built was named in honor of the Rev. Mr. Tabor.
Martin was elected the first chairman of the Board of Trustees; altogether he gave some $100,000 to the college and the church.
"Unfurnished Mind ••• the Home of Heresy"

Bishop Eugene R. Hendrix was invited to give the address in the fall
of 1890 at the cornerstone laying at the college. He set forth a high
standard for the young school:
A safe test of the divinity of any religion is its relation to the human
intellect. Does it seek to suppress inquiry? ... Does it fear intellectual activity?

Central Collegiate Institute provided a
sound basis for the launching of Hendrix
College. Dr. A. C. Millar served as president of both schools.
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Then it is lacking in that sublime confidence which only a consciousness of the
truth can give . . . .
The College stands for what is historic. What is achieved is worthy of
reverence. The new must be studied in the light of the old . ... An unfurnished
·
mind is the home of heresy. . . .
Our Church can never afford to lend her name or put her trade mark upon
inferior work and call it a collegiate education."'

Methodists-and Others-Support the College
One reason for establishing Hendrix College was to concentrate
Methodist support on a single school (or at most two--one for men,
one for women) and to avoid the long nightmare f pouring money
into weak schools that soon expired. Not that Hendrix has had it easy
in getting money. The early years were sobering: in 1891-92 the income was $5,300; the expenses, $6,500; in 1892-93 the income decreased to $5,100 and the expenses increased to $7,100. 94 But gradually
improvement came, partly as a result of the Hendrix Academies, a series
of "feeder" schools located where public schools were inadequate, and
under the control of the college. Five academies were established:
Name
Orchard-Hendrix
Sloan-Hendrix
Mann-Hendrix
Stuttgart-Hendrix
Conway-Hendrix

Founded

1898
1899
1899
1902
1898

At
Benton County
Imboden
Mann
Stuttgart
Conway

Principal
]. M. Hughey, B.A.
W. E. Hogan, B.A.
G . W . Bruce, M.A.
C. M. Aker

Orchard-Hendrix became Gentry-Hendrix in 1904. By 1906 public
schools had replaced all the academies except Sloan-Hendrix which later
passed from church control. 95
Financial agents were apppointed nearly every year; usually they
were ministers, and sometimes they gave only part of the time to the
college. Some of the earliest were V. V. Harlan, E. A. Tabor, G. W .
Hill, and F. S. H. Johnston. In 1900 it was reported that "about $40,000 is already secured and is available" for the endowment. 96
In 1906 Dr. James Thomas, strong leader for many years, was named
commissioner of education for all of Arkansas Methodism. Largely
through the friendship of George W. Donaghey with Dr. Wallace
Buttrick of the General Education Board, 97 that board offered $75,000
to Hendrix if Arkansas Methodists would raise $225,000, Dr. Thomas
secured four gifts of $25,000 each in a few months; three from Texarkana where he had served as pastor. 98 By 1912 about $130,000 in endowment had been collected and invested; and evidently another
$120,000 was pledged. Dr. Thomas served as commissioner from 1906
to 1909 and twice again-from 1914 to 1918 and from 1924 to 1926.
He was chairman of the Board of Trustees from 1914 to 1931. His
work for Hendrix was said by Harold Sadler in Dr. Thomas' memoir
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to more firmly establish him as a matchless leader of men and of
movements." 99
Between 1914 and 1940 several other grants came from the General
Board of Education, and the churchwide Christian Education Movement of 1920 brought additional funds. Numerous other grants from
various sources strengthened the music department, the library, and the
faculry in general. In matching these grants, Arkansas Methodists and
other friends contributed heavily.
During the period following World War II, four new buildings
were added to the campus-Couch Hall, Raney Hall, Hulen Hall, and
Staples Auditorium. Successful campaigns, one for $1,000,000 and one
for $600,000, were conducted in 1946-48 and 1952-54. During the
period of 1946 to 1958, the book value of the endowment grew from
$711,000 to $2,406,000.
From 1958 to 1969 dramatic increases in endowments were made,
and every academic building on the campus in 1969 had either been
built or remodeled during that period.
Long-range plans were made for upgrading the other college buildings and equipment at every point. In 1966 the Ford Foundation made
a challenge grant of $1,500,000 to the school if it would raise $3,750,000, and again friends met the challenge.
Since 1969 the Arkansas conferences have steadily increased their
annual giving to the school. In 1971 the Ford Foundation made a grant
of $300,000 for innovative programs.
The most recent major new building has been the Wilbur D. Mills
Center for the Study of the Social Sciences. It was built at a cost of
$1,330,000, largely provided by friends of Congressman Mills, an alumnus of the college, and one of its most prominent ones.
Having consolidated all of Arkansas Methodists' eggs into one basket
-Hendrix-the school has had undivided support from all over the
state. With the college leadership and faculry consisting of active, loyal
church persons, it has held the loyalry of Arkansas Methodists. By offering qualiry education from a Christian perspective, the college has attracted outstanding students who have, in turn, become loyal, supportive
alumni and alumnae.
Presidents of the College

Hendrix College has consistently been blessed with outstanding leaders
who have had the confidence of the church. A brief review of the presidents will reveal the reason for this confidence.
Dr. A. C. Millar was one of the great men of Arkansas Methodism,
as we have already noted. He served in the crucial first years of the
college, which Governor George W. Donaghey called Millar's "tiny
fresh-water college." 100 He came into the state as an outsider, being involved in changing both the name and the location of the college. Not
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everyone was happy with these changes, but Millar's transparent honesty
was evident even to his critics. "He was a shining example," wrote his
colleague at Hendrix, Dr. C. J. Greene, "of plain living and high thinking." 101 He served as president twice, from 1887 to 1902 and from 1910
to 1913.
Dr. Stonewall Anderson is also mentioned elsewhere in these pages,
chiefly for his service with the Board of Education in Nashville. He was
a graduate of Hendrix; his education had been delayed, and he received
his A.B. from Hendrix in 1900, only two years before becoming its
president. His tenure was marked by raising the standards for entrance
and graduation requirements, by improving libraries and laboratories,
by starting a sizeable endowment, and by strengthening the faculty. He
struggled to get Arkansas Methodists to unify their colleges in one institution and resigned three times ( 1903, 1905, and 1908 ), feeling he
could not do what needed doing under the circumstances. In 1909 he
presented an "unconditional resignation" and left in 1910. His stature in the conference is seen in his continued election to General Conference until his death.
Dr. Millar returned as president for the period of 1910-13. Following
him was Dr. John H. Reynolds, one of three laymen to serve as president. He, too, was a Hendrix alumnus; he had studied at the University
of Chicago and Oxford University, taught in public schools, at Hendrix
College, and for ten years at the University of Arkansas. The college
continued to grow-to gain academic and financial strength. Dr. Reynolds was active in the plans that eventually merged the three colleges
(Henderson-Brown, Galloway, and Hendrix) into a single institution
serving all of Arkansas.
Dr. Reynolds was a far-sighted scholar, led by his special field of history to see how desperately the church-clergy, and laity-needs the
insights and perspectives of intellectual stamina.
One of the perils of the Church . . . is that it may adhere too long to
traditions, that it may deify these traditions into revelations . . . . The Church
college will save the Church itself at this point, will keep it in touch with living
streams of knowledge, and will continue it as a progressive, living institution.' ""

While he was yet living, faculty, students, and friends characterized
him a "Spiritual Adventurer, Courageous leader, Sincere and Good
M an. "103
Dr. Matt l. Ellis was the second layman to serve as president of Hendrix, beginning in 1945. He was a graduate of Henderson-Brown College in 1921 and of Yale University (M.A. and Ph.D.). He was professor and director of the library at Hendrix, 1935-41; president of Henderson State Teacher's College, 1941-45; and president of Hendrix from
1945 to 1958. He was conference lay leader of both conferences, a delegate to Jurisdictional and General conferences, and a member of num-
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erous conference boards and of several general agencies of the church.
He served a term as president of the Arkansas Council of Churches and
has been an active and beloved member of First Church in Conway
since 1935, except for the years at Henderson State College. At Hendrix
he continued the movement toward excellence in education. Financial
increases were a part of his record, as well as new buildings, already
noted. A noteworthy achievement in his tenure was the creation of a
much closer relationship between college and church.
When it was learned in 195 7 that Dr. Marshall T. Steel was considering leaving Highland Park Church in Dallas and might be available
for another position, his friends in Arkansas felt that he might be interested in coming back to Hendrix College. Dr. Ellis had already concluded that Hendrix needed a leader who could specialize in securing
large gifts. A vacancy in the faculty occurred that appealed to Dr. Ellis
about that time, and it was arranged that he would take it and Dr. Steel
would take the presidency. "I told Dr. Steel that he could provide the
kind of leadership the college needed, and that I would be very happy
in this new relationship," says Dr. Ellis. 104
"One person who is close to Hendrix observed that when Hendrix
can keep one who has meant so much [Dr. Ellis} and bring in one who
is as capable as Dr. Steel, then we are all getting more than we deserve," reported the Arkansas Methodist on November 28, 195 7. "Arkansas Methodism," said the editorial, "is proud that Dr. Steel is coming home to head the Hendrix administration." The choice proved to be
a sound one. Reference has already been made to the material gains
made in Dr. Steel's presidency. There were other gains as well: the lifting of horizons, a continued emphasis on the role of the Christian church
in education, and the importance of integrity and straightforwardness
in all relationships.
Dr. Roy B. Shilling, Jr. became president in 1969 as the third layman. He came to Hendrix with an excellent background of scholarship,
management, and churchmanship. He has taught in some of the major
universities in the country and is active in church and public educational
circles, at both the state and national levels. He served in 197 4-75 as
chairman of the Arkansas Arts and Humanities Council.
In December, 1975, President Shilling and Board Chairman Edward Lester announced an eight-year, $17,000,000 capital funds campaign, to close in 1984, the centennial year of the college. They also
announced an initial contribution on the campaign goal of $3,250,000
from the C. Louis Cabe family of Arkansas. Donors of the gift are the
children of the late Mr. and Mrs. C. Louis Cabe, who are C. Louis Cabe,
Jr. and Horace C. Cabe of Gurdon, John C. Cabe and Mrs. Benjamin
S. Cook of Texarkana, and Harold H. Cabe of Little Rock. "Philanthropy such as that of the Cabe family," said Dr. Shilling in announcing the gift, "is one of the highest and most ennobling acts known to
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mankind." The Cabe funds will make possible constructing and endowing a theater arts center. Additional parts of the anticipated funds will
be used to double the present $10,000,000 endowment, and $5,000,000
will undergird the educational program. "The successful achievement of
this goal," said Dr. Shilling, "would enable Hendrix to become one of
the 20 best independent liberal arts colleges in the United States." 105
The record reveals that each president at Hendrix has had his own
individuality, his own. unique abilities, and has made his own distinct
contribution to the college. Few colleges have had as consistently high
quality presidents as has Hendrix.
And the Deans

Hendrix College has also been fortunate with its academic deans. The
first was Dr. Charles J. Greene who served from 1912 to 1928. He
was educated at Arkadelphia College, Vanderbilt, the University of Chicago, and Columbia University. He taught English, religious education,
and Bible at Hendrix before being chosen as dean. He served as secretary of the Little Rock Conference for twenty-six years-longest of any
who have served that conference. He was greatly beloved by students
and fellow ministers.
The second dean was Thomas S. Staples, a well-trained professor with
a Ph.D. from Columbia University in history. He went to Hendrix as
professor of history in 1908, giving twenty. years as teacher and twenty-

Hendrix College campus about
195$; since then numerous new
buildings have been added. Top
left, Mr. Alton Raney, chairman of Trustees, 1944-56, and
(top right) Dr. Marshall T.
Steel, president. 1958-69.
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one as dean of the college. He was author of Reconstruction in Arkansas,
1862-1874.

Dr. Staples was followed by a colleague from the history department,
Dr. William C. Bulthman, who also held a doctorate from Columbia
University. He was active in the North Central Association of Colleges
and Secondary Schools. He, too, was the author of articles and books.
He served from 1959 to 1965.
Serving as dean from 1956 to 1976 was M. Francis Christie. A native
of Arkansas and a graduate of Hendrix, he acquired three graduate
degrees, taught in three other Methodist colleges, and served as dean of
two of them-Simpson College and Mt. Union College. He has been
visiting lecturer at Vanderbilt Divinity School and Candler School of
Theology. He has served on conference and national Methodist boards
and agencies.
In December, 1975, Dean Christie decided to return full-time to the
classroom, and was named Willis H. Holmes distinguished professor in
religion and philosophy at Hendrix, the first endowed professorship in
the history of the college. 106 This action on his part was in keeping with
a statement in his sketch in Who's Who in America ( 1974-75): "I am
most characterized by a continual and deepening desire for learning and
an overwhelming concern to share this with others."
Leadership on the Board of Trustees

Almost all chairmen of the Hendrix Board of Trustees have been
outstanding leaders. They have been men of action, conviction, and generosity. We have noted these qualities in some of the earlier chairmen.
The chairmen in recent years have been Alton B. Raney (1944-1956),
RichardT. Steel (1956-58), George E. Pike (1958-65 ), H. F. Buhler
(1965-68), H. F. Trotter, Sr. (1968-1974), and Edward Lester who
has been serving since 1974.
Alton B. Raney is a Hendrix graduate and has been very active in
Methodist affairs in the Little Rock Conference. He has been on the
Board of Trustees since 1939, serving also on its finance and executive
committees. Dr. Matt L. Ellis called Raney a tireless worker, a generous giver, and an inspiration to all Hendrix supporters. He has been
elected a life member of the Board.
Richard T. Steel was a Conway businessman and was chairman of
trustees when his brother Marshall became president in 1958. He felt
it wise not to continue, suggesting that otherwise there might be too
much "steel" in the college.
For the next six years, George E. Pike, an attorney from DeWitt,
served as chairman, followed by H. F. Buhler of Little Rock from 1964
to 1968. Mr. Buhler actually had two careers. He was first a successful
pastor and later a very successful businessman. He joined the conference
in 1907. By 1916 Dr. James Thomas was calling him "one of the
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most energetic, consecrated, and successful preachers in our conference." 107 Buhler was assistant to Dr. Thomas in raising funds for Hendrix College in 1916-18. He had earlier attended Hendrix College and
Vanderbilt University and evidently developed an unusual loyalty to
Hendrix.
Buhler was a member at First Church in Little Rock where he was
active and useful until his death in 1974. He served on various church
and civic agencies and was remarkably successful in his own work as
realtor. The biology building at Hendrix is named in his honor, and he
received an honorary doctor's degree from the college in 1955 . In 1961
he gave the college a gift valued then at two and a half million dollars,
now valued at three million. It was at that time the largest single gift
ever made to Hendrix (or to any educational institution in the state)
and was made, at least partly, because of the confidence Buhler had in
the college and in its leadership.
Succeeding Buhler as chairman was H. F. Trotter, a Pine Bluff bmines~man and also a life member, ~erving from 1968 to 1974. He came
on the Board originally in 1941. He is a Hendrix alumnus and an active
member at First Church, Pine Bluff, and he was active in numerous
civic groups. Serving since 1974 as chairman is Edward Lester, an attorney from Little Rock. College officials indicate that he is "providing
unusually capable and perceptive leadership as the college moves into its
second century of service." 108 All of these men, comments Dean Christie,
"would be characterized as devoted, generous, and thoughtful Methodist
laymen." 109
The College Serves the Church

Hendrix College has become a center for many Methodist activities,
over and beyond its collegiate courses. It is a convenient place for statewide Methodist meetings and for North Arkansas Conference meetings.
For example, the annual Arkansas Pastors' School has met at the
college for many years. While not exclusively a college project, Hendrix officials cooperate in it. A predecessor tci the Pastors' School was the
Preachers' Institute, which began in the 1890s. It had outstanding lecturers and faculty members in 1894: Bishop Hendrix, Dr. Gross Alexander, Dr. J. J. Tigert, Dr. ]. H. Riggin, Dr. James A. Anderson, the
Rev. S. H. Babcock, and the Rev. W. E. Boggs.
The Pastors' School has been on a par with those in most states and
has brought to Arkansas outstanding teachers and preachers. For example, in 1914 specialists in church activities in rural sections were brought
in from Iowa, Kansas, North Carolina, Missouri, New York, Tennessee,
and Pennsylvania, as well as from parts of Arkansas. A nationally
known leader Dr. Arthur E. Holt was one of the speakers. And room
and board at the college from June 8 to 12 was $3.75; individual meals

Dr. Roy B. Shilling, Jr., announced in late 1975 the plan
for a $17 million dollar campaign for Hendrix College to
be concluded in 1984, centennial of the founding of Central Collegiate Institute at Altus, Hendrix' predecessor
institution. Seated behind him is Mr. Edward Lester of
Little Rock, chairman of the Board of Trustees.

were 25 cents each! Since then costs have gone up, but quality has also
been kept at a high level.
The major way the college serves the church, of course, is through
the training in intellect and character of laity and clergy who serve across
the state. These are the Methodist leaders in Arkansas and beyond who
(recalling Bishop Hendrix's 1890 address) do not have the "unfurnished" minds that become the "home of heresy."
An excellent example of the ties that bind college and church together is the long list of memorials to various persons in Greene Chapel.
The chapel itself is in memory of Dr. C. J. Greene, long-time professor
of English and dean, whose influence on them is testified to by such
persons as Forney Hutchinson and William C. Martin. The large
stained-glass window is in memory of the Rev. Thomas E. McKnight,
who as a chaplain lost his life trying to save another in World War II.
Various parts of the chapel pulpit furnishings were placed in memory
or honor of some of the loyal Methodists of Arkansas. The stained glass
windows at the sides of the chapel also honor the memory of some of
the devoted Methodists who have served and witnessed faithfully.
Hendrix College also serves as the custodian of records for Arkansas
Methodism. In the 0. C. Bailey Library is a special Arkansas Room in
which conference journals, manuscripts, local church records, memoirs,
diaries, and other resources relating to Arkansas Methodist history are
carefully maintained. It is the best source for research in Arkansas
Methodist history. The librarians give special attention to the resources
on Methodism.
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Finally

Hendrix College might well be considered the intellectual center and
the "rallying" center of Arkansas Methodism, just as Little Rock might
be considered the administrative center. As early as 1939 an outside
observer stated, "Hendrix College is regarded in intellectual circles as
the cultural jewel of Arkansas." 11 From the whole nation have come
to the campus speakers such as Robert A. Millikan, Owen D. Young,
Dr. Mary E. Wooley, Shailer Matthews, Henry N. Snyder, Henry Sloan
Coffin, J. N. Heiskell, Roger W. Babson, Charles G. Dawes, James A.
Farley, Umphrey Lee, Kirby Page, and Sherwood Eddy.
It seems that today, as in 1936, Arkansas Methodists feel that "The
interests and on-going of the [United} Methodist Church in our State
is in a large measure bound up with the interests and ongoing of Hendrix College" and that "The Church in Arkansas will never allow this
school to go down."

°

Addendum: Wesley Foundations

A part of the church's ministry to college students has been provided
by Arkansas Methodists through Wesley Foundations. For some years
this work was rather routine, but in recent years it has expanded remarkably.
In 1920 the two conferences authorized a Joint Commission on Religious Education to "work out a feasible plan for the establishment of a
Wesley Foundation at the State University." 111 In 1922 and 1923 both
conferences allocated funds for a student pastor at the State Normal
School (now University of Central Arkansas) at Conway. Byron Harwell filled this post for two years, as a part of the staff at First Church,
Conway; 0. C. Lloyd filled it in 1924.
A survey revealed that the University of Arkansas had more Methodist students than students of any other single denomination. 112 In
1923 North Arkansas Conference allocated money also for a student pastor at Fayetteville, and in 1924 Little Rock Conference joined in this
support. The Rev. James W. Workman was assigned to Fayetteville's
Central Church as student pastor in 1924, and he organized a Wesley
Foundation (the first in the Southern Church) to serve students at the
university. Mr. Workman prepared a Bible course for students for which
the university faculty agreed to give credit on degrees. 113
Eventually, Wesley Foundations spread to other areas having state
schools. By 1949 interest in the foundations was expanding. In 1950
the two conferences agreed to collaborate on raising $50,000 to provide a Foundation building to serve students at Fayetteville. In that
year the budget for Wesley Foundations in each conference was about
$1,800. Soon after 1955, further increased interest was shown in ministry to students. In 1956 the conferences voted to cooperate in a greatly
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expanded program, each proposing a budget of $10,000 for the year.
By 1958 each conference had a committee at work, chaired by J. Kenneth Shamblin in Little Rock and by E. B. Williams in North Arkansas.
Wesley Foundation Boards were named for all areas with state schools;
and a half million dollar budget set up to erect Wesley Foundation
buildings at Arkadelphia, Magnolia, Monticello, Conway, Jonesboro,
Russellville, Fayetteville, and Little Rock. By 1972 each conference was
putting around $62,000 into the work, with local churches also contributing to nearby foundations. 114
With many changes occurring in the church's approach to college
students, Wesley Foundation workers have sought to keep local
churches informed of the meaning and necessity of such changes. "College students today" comments the Rev. Sam Jones, campus minister at
the University of Arkansas at Little Rock, "are seeking those things
that they feel [are] most meaningful. They are not here just to be 'in
college.' " 115
Dr. A. W. Martin, at the age of 66, left Perkins School of Theology
where he had been teaching for 13 years ( 1945-5 7) to become Wesley
Foundation director at the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville. "Actually," says the Rev. Lewis V. Chesser, director of the foundation since
1967, "Dr. Martin was the modern pioneer in Wesley Foundation work
in Arkansas. He not only helped raise funds for the Foundation at
Fayetteville but also for all those in the state. He was the real driving
power behind this movement. We are still profiting from the momentum and inspiration of his leadership." 116
Dr. Martin's versatility and spirit of youth is verified by his success in
working with college students at the university, some of whom were 50
years his junior. His dedication to the Christian enterprise is revealed in
the gift that Dr. and Mrs. Martin made (at her suggestion) of $25,000
to build facilities for the foundation, including a lovely chapel. They
also left a fund that provides annually for the purchase of new books. 117
In 1964 at the age of seventy-three Dr. Martin, accompanied by Mrs.
Martin, moved to Lydia Patterson Institute, El Paso, where for a year
and a half he directed ministerial training; and Mrs. Martin set up an
Art Department.
Arkansas Methodists thus are doing more than ever before to minister to their students in state and private colleges. This, too, is a part of
the task of higher education for which Methodists in the state feel a responsibility.

