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The Season of Expectation

by John Reeder, Associate Pastor of Worship
Merry Christmas, everybody… It truly is my most favorite time of the year! There is
something for everyone to enjoy and participate in this year at Northside. First, let me say
“Thank You” to the many volunteers who gathered throughout the week to decorate our
church and for our Belles Brunch. Your “extra effort” is what makes it possible to get everything done. Already, Christmas is off to a great beginning this year! As we look to the rest
of December I want to highlight some of the activities and opportunities still to come.
Sunday Morning Advent Messages
As the season of Advent begins, Northside welcomes back our former Associate Pastor, Dr.
Steve McNeil, Executive Director of the State Convention of Baptists in Indiana. He will introduce our Advent sermons series with a message from Isaiah 9. For the rest of the season,
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Pastor Eric Martin and Associate Pastor Nate Brock will
share more Advent messages centered on the topic of
Jesus being the Light of the World. Let’s be in prayer for
each of these men and these services, trusting that as
Christ is lifted high, He will draw men, women, boys and
girls to Himself.
Sunday, December 2
Isaiah 9:1-7 - The Promised Light
Sunday, December 9
Luke 1:68-79 - The Light is coming into the world
Sunday, December 16
John 1:1-13 - The True Light has come
Sunday, December 23
John 3:16-21 - The Light will not be accepted by all
Monday, December 24 - Christmas Eve
John 12:44-50 - The Light has come to save
Operation Christmas for our Metro Baptist Center
Operation Christmas covers a multitude of opportunities that help our Metro Baptist Center downtown. First,
we are collecting 1,000 cans of Chicken Noodle Soup
that will go into food baskets for the needy. Please
drop your soup at one of the entrances of the church
by Sunday, December 9. On Wednesday, December 12 at 6 PM, we will provide a Christmas Party at
some inner city apartment complexes. Music, games,
snacks, the Christmas Story and Shoebox gifts make
for a great evening. To volunteer, contact me or call
the church office. We will meet at church at 5 PM to
load up and go together. On Thursday, December 13,
7-8 PM you can volunteer time assembling Christmas
Food Baskets at the Metro Baptist Center downtown.
Finally, Operation Christmas concludes with the delivery of these food baskets to homes in our inner city on
Saturday, December 15 from 9 AM to 3 PM. This again
takes place at our Metro Baptist Center in downtown
Indy. The address is 952 N Pennsylvania St. You and
your friend or family will pull up as if you were in a fast
food lane, except you will be given food baskets to
deliver in the surrounding community. Thursday and
Saturday events are in conjunction with area Southern
Baptist Churches ministering together to help our Metro
Baptist Center downtown.
Yuletide Celebration
Our Second Half Club and JOY Group will come together on FRIDAY, Dec. 14th at 11 AM for a joint Christmas Party Brunch. Everyone is invited to the brunch
and FOOD WILL BE PROVIDED... a FESTIVE PARTY ATMOSPHERE is guaranteed. The festivities continue for more
than 50 of us who purchased tickets to the Indianapolis
Symphony Orchestra’s Yuletide Celebration at 2 PM.
We will carpool together downtown.
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Christmas Breakfast & Christmas Caroling
On Sunday December 16th from 9 AM -10 AM we will
enjoy a church-wide Christmas Breakfast! The STAFF
IS COOKING so come join the fun! You won’t be disappointed! Also, on
that Sunday afternoon we will meet
back at church at 2
PM to team up and
go Christmas Caroling to some of our
shut-in
members
and
nursing/retirement centers. This
is always a great
way to spend time
together with family
and friends!
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Our Christmas Eve Service will be at 5:30 PM. It continues to be tradition for many families both in our church
and community. Christmas music, carol medleys, The
Christmas Story and kids singing will be featured. An
abbreviated message will bring our Advent series to a
close, and then the lighting of the candles will close the
service. I hope you can join us for this special evening
together this year!
Wow…. And these are just a few of My Favorite Things
this Christmas!
Merry Christmas, Everyone!

Sunday Morning Class Schedule:
No 9:00 AM Classes on
December 16, 23 and 30
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Lottie Moon

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International Missions
By Jason Hammond, Missions Team Leader

Growing up in a Southern Baptist church, I have
long heard about the Lottie Moon Christmas offering.
Anyone around Southern Baptist culture for some time
would immediately recognize the name. But who was
she really? And why do so many in our SBC churches
think so fondly of Lottie?
Lottie was born in 1840 in a small town in Virginia. She had 6 brothers and sisters and her family was
wealthy. After becoming a Christian at the age of
eight, she committed her life to follow Christ no matter
where Christ would lead her. Later she would become
a teacher who taught in schools in Danville, KY and
also Cartersville, GA. During this time, she kept thinking about missions and wondered about the other side
of the world. She also wondered who was telling the
people on the other side of the world about God and
Jesus?
Finally, in February 1873, when Lottie Moon was 32
years old, she committed to becoming a missionary
and 6 months later she was appointed to China. Her
sister was also a missionary there. In September 1873,
Lottie set sail for China.
Life was certainly not easy for Lottie in China. The
people had very different customs from her own. The
language was very difficult. The Chinese people did
not trust foreigners.
As she continued to live in China, things became
very difficult for Lottie. In 1912, a terrible famine came

to China. There were people starving everywhere. Little children had nothing to eat and soon Lottie herself
got sick. Even though doctors told her to go back to
the states, she refused to leave China.
Finally, Lottie’s friends got her on a ship but she never made it home. She died on Christmas Eve in 1912
while still on the ship. Lottie dedicated all her heart and
soul in sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ with the Chinese people.
When I was at Southern Seminary, I would often
stop by the case in the library that housed some of her
furniture including her desk that was brought over from
China. I remember well the rice bowl and chopsticks
that were also in that case. I would stop and think
about what the journey had been like, her love for Jesus, and the love God had given her for the Chinese
people.
The love Lottie Moon had for missions lives on at
Northside. We continue to be a sending church, sending people all over the world. We continue to add new
countries to the list of places our members are called to
serve.
As we head into this Christmas season, let us remember those who have gone before us like Lottie
Moon and more recently from our own church as we
live out the spirit of the Great Commission.
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(Date Change) We’ve had a slight change in schedule
from what was published in last month’s issue of The Vision. We are looking forward to having your children/
grandchildren join us Saturday, December 8th 5:00 PM
- 8:00 PM while parents have a date night. We will provide dinner for the kids at 5:45 PM followed by fun activities and a Christmas movie. Sign up today by visiting
our website: northsideindy.org/children.html.

Northside Women:
Our Women’s Ministry
Team is planning a fun,
new event this month. If
you’ve never been to a
cookie exchange, you are
in for a real treat. Sign up
forms are available in the
Welcome Center and online through our website:
northsideindy.org/adults.
html.

This is a free event provided by our children’s ministry
and volunteers every other month. If you (or your Life
Group) would like to help at one of events, please sign
up in the weekly Worship Response Form. (Background
checks are required for all adult volunteers).
A big thanks to Derrin and Kala for organizing this
month’s event!

Northside Student Ministry (Grades 6-12) will get
together at Nate and Rachel Brock’s house for a
Christmas party on Friday, December 14 at 7 PM.
If you have an ugly Christmas sweater, be sure
to wear it! Snacks and Christmas treats will be
served. Contact nbrock@northsideindy.org.
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step in this process. At the November meeting, after
the vote, you also appointed an Elder Selection Comby Nate Brock, Associate Pastor
mittee. This group, consisting of your three pastors, Eric,
th
At our November 18 Members Meeting, the conJohn, and Nate, and three members, Ty Dickerson, Bill
gregation of Northside overwhelmingly approved the
Scarborough, and Carla Shadiow, will be reviewing the
proposed revisions and changes to our Bylaws. This
list of elder nominations. Over the course of the next
vote represented the penultimate step in the journey
several weeks, this committee will be interviewing these
of adopting elders into the life of the church at Northmen and determining their fitness for the office, as it
side. We were all encouraged by the spirit of unity in
is biblically defined. The nominations come from you,
the room, especially during these times of change.
the members of Northside, and, in accordance with
The church began this journey over two years ago,
our newly adopted bylaws, will also
as Pastor Eric led the congregation
be elected by you. This committee
through the book of 1 Timothy in a
will work hard to recommend 4 men
“So I exhort the elders
sermon series. At a special meetfor the office of Elder to be voted by
among you, as a fellow elder
ing in June 2018, the congregation
you at the January 20th meeting.
elected to call the Ministry Placeand a witness of the sufferNominations can only be made
ment Committee to appoint a Byings of Christ, as well as a
by members. As you think and pray
law Revision Committee. This compartaker in the glory that is
about who you would nominate, let
mittee was given the specific task of
going to be revealed: shepus remind you of the biblical qualifirevising our bylaws to introduce and
herd the flock of God that is
cations for elder as listed in 1 Timothy
clarify the biblical office of elder. At
3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9. Read through
among
you,
exercising
overthe July 2018 Members Meeting, the
those lists carefully as you consider
sight,
not
under
compulsion,
congregation approved Joe Maryour nominations. The committee
but willingly, as God would
tine (Chair), Dennis Brooks, Rick Shaasks that, before recommending
have you; not for shameful
diow, Amy Myers, Sharon Myers, Don
someone, you ask this man if he asgain, but eagerly; not domiSherman, and Nate Brock to serve
pires to this office. You can make
on the Bylaw Revision Committee.
neering over those in your
your nominations in a few ways:
The committee met several times
charge, but being examples
over the course of 6 weeks, working
to the flock. And when the
• By speaking directly to a memhard to present a document back
chief Shepherd appears,
ber of the Elder Selection Committo the congregation at the Septemyou will receive the unfading
tee
ber 2018 Business Meeting. In accor• By writing your nomination on a
crown
of
glory”,
dance with our bylaws, the revisions
Yellow Worship Response form (be
1
Peter
5:1–4
were proposed at the September
sure to include your name)
Meeting and voted on at the November Meeting.
As the leadership of Northside, we are thankful that
So now what? We’ve been talking about these
the church has elected to move forward together in
elders for two years and, now that we have officially
this journey towards greater faithfulness to our God’s
adopted the office into our church bylaws, you might
design for his Church.
be wondering where they are. Well, there is one more
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Northside member, Bob Henninger, is on a six-week
mission in Liberia. He is helping with the technology
needs at Liberia International Christian College. He is
also teaching the children at the Kids Hope for a Better Future school how to use Raspberry Pi computers
and access the large digital learning library from World
Possible. Please pray for his ministry, his health and for
opportunities to share the Gospel while he is there and
traveling. Here are some of the photo updates Bob
posted on Facebook:

Bob at the “roadside Kinko’s” on a previous trip.

These are some of our most needy children at Kids
Hope. We are thankful God has brought them to us.

Great help from Nelson. He has his own computer
classes in town.
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Five Raspberry Pi computers and their monitors. They
are set up in the house next to Kids Hope School.
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Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from
the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his
star when it rose and have come to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and
all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you
have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they
went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came
to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great
joy. And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped
him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.
Matthew 2:1-12

Prayer Journey with the PAL Team

by Bev Olonoh
Thank you, church, for your prayers and giving!
With your support, Vicki Hull and I were able to join the
“Pal Team” in the Middle Eastern country where they
serve. Twelve others joined us as we spent the week
(November 10-18) with the eight Pal Team members.
H*, the team leader (from Northside), gave us an overview of the team’s mission and then asked us to go out
as Joshua and Caleb in Numbers 13. Throughout our
time visiting various parts of the land, we prayerfully discerned the “giants” (barriers to the Gospel) and potential “fruit.” Here is our report and our request for your
prayers:
• There is much division and injustice between
two people groups in this land. Pray for the
Prince of Peace to bring reconciliation that
only comes through Him.
• Physical walls are a constant reminder of
the lack of freedom for the people that the
Pal Team is focused on reaching. Pray the
Holy Spirit’s power will transcend fear, which
caused the walls to be built, and the intimidation brought on by the walls. Pray He have
freedom to enter people’s hearts and break
down all barriers.
• Spiritual walls are also very present. Often a
friendly conversation that transitions to talk of
spiritual truths triggers a fear that leads people
to dive deeper into their non-biblical faith for
false comfort. Pray for the Lord to reveal Himself in ways to draw people to Himself in love.
• Cultural identity of the people serves as a “fortified city” that is difficult to enter. Pray for relational ties to be bridges to spread the Good
News of Christ rather than barriers to Truth.

•

•

•

There are some who are “traditional Christians,” serving religion rather than the living
Christ. Pray for priests to have a true salvation
experience and to lead their congregations
to trust in Christ alone.
Local believers confess a reluctance to love
their neighbors of a different faith. Pray with
them that God would help them forgive
wrongs of the past and humbly desire salvation of their enemies.
The land is full of tourists from all nations visiting
areas strategic to several major religions. The
familiarity of biblical sites may minimize their
significance in the minds of local inhabitants.
Pray that the presence of the true and living
God would overwhelm people with awe and
give them a desire to know Him in truth.

There is surely great fruit in the land of milk and honey. Pray for the Pal Team to remain strong and courageous. Ask the Lord to clearly direct them in where to
cast their nets (Luke 5:1-10).
“I believe it will only be known on the Last Day how
much has been accomplished in missionary work by
the prayers of earnest believers at home. Solid, lasting
missionary work is done on our knees.”
~ James O. Fraser of Lisuland, China ~
*Names and specific places are not given due to security concerns.
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Since 1989, the Baptist Center has provided compassionate, faith-centered services to meet the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of individuals in Indianapolis. Operation Christmas is an annual holiday outreach. In
preparation for the event, churches donate food items and shoebox gifts for children. At the center, more volunteers pack the food baskets, organize the delivery, and map out delivery routes. On the third Saturday of each
December, more than a hundred volunteers from churches across the city come together to distribute the food
baskets and gifts. Each year, approximately 600 Indianapolis families gratefully receive food for a holiday meal
and over 1,200 children excitedly receive a Christmas gift shoebox stuffed with small toys and personal items.
Beyond sharing Jesus’ love at Christmas, this annual event brings us in contact with many people to whom the
center will have the opportunity to minister through the year.

Plan to celebrate with the
church family by bringing
your family to Northside on
Christmas Eve at 5:30 PM.
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by Nate Brock, nbrock@northsideindy.org
We need your help. The Northside children’s ministry needs your help. We are in need of more volunteers
to fill our ever-expanding needs in Kids Cove.
As you know, we have entered this time of transition in leadership after the departure of Karen and
Kevin White to the mission field. Her departure has left
a significant void to fill. While we continue the search
for the next Director, several regular volunteers have
stepped up to help with the logistics and maintenance
of this strategic ministry (I’m thinking specifically of the
logistical help the Floods have provided, the leadership of AWANA the Morrows have provided, curriculum ordering from Julie Patterson, and all the work the
team leads do each week – THANK YOU!)
The ministry is growing numerically and spiritually.
We are seeing more children in our classrooms. We are
seeing anywhere from 30-40 children between birth
and 5th grade any given week. We are so thankful for
this! Not only that, but it was reported to
me that we have children as young as 2
asking, “Why was Jesus on the cross?” We
are so thankful for these opportunities.
But as with any opportunities for growth,
we have some needs that must be met.
What do we need?
Sunday School volunteers:
We need 3-4 regular teachers to commit to teaching weekly during the Sunday School hour. We need to maintain
a minimum threshold of 2 teachers per
room at all times. We would also exempt
these regular teachers from volunteering
in the Children’s Ministry during the Worship Hour.
Children’s Church (Worship Hour) & Nursery volunteers:
We currently have a pool of about 45 people that serve
regularly in nursery during the Worship Service. That is a
barebones operational workforce. That means, if we
ever have someone call in sick or simply not show up,
one of two things happens: either we ask someone else
to serve twice a month or we combine nursery rooms.
Neither of these options is ideal or helpful. We expect
from our Children’s Church and Nursery workers to
serve once a month in one of our classrooms and to be
engaged in teaching and caring the children of members and visitors.
Cleaning the nursery:
This is an often overlooked, but crucially important aspect of our ministry. Our facilities and toys need to be
cleaned regularly. We are looking for 4-5 couples to
begin a once weekly cleaning rotation. It takes about
2-3 hours for one person to clean and sanitize the
rooms and toys. In terms of cleanliness and sanitation,
we strive to comply the Indiana state requirements for
daycares. Although, as a non-profit entity, we are not
required to meet these standards, we view them as
healthy and achievable benchmarks.

December 2018

As Northside looks to the future, our children’s ministry is of strategic importance to retaining future visitors
and fulfilling the God-designed purpose for the family.
Walking through the Kids Cove doors can be a pivotal
moment for many visiting families. The state of our children’s wing, specifically the cleanliness of our facilities
and the friendliness and competency of our volunteers, is a crucial factor in their decision to return or not.
Northside is an incredibly welcoming and warm church
family, and we want everyone who walks through our
doors – our front doors and our back doors – to experience the love that comes from having been loved by
God in Christ.
Volunteering in Kids Cove doesn’t just serve potential visiting families, but it also serves our current families
by allowing us to equip our parents to do the work of
discipling and training their children. The Bible says,
“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your might. And these
words that I command you today shall be on your
heart. You shall teach them diligently to
your children, and shall talk of them when
you sit in your house, and when you walk
by the way, and when you lie down, and
when you rise. You shall bind them as a
sign on your hand, and they shall be as
frontlets between your eyes. You shall
write them on the doorposts of your house
and on your gates.” (Deut. 6:4-9)
Based on this, it is our conviction at
Northside that the family unit is the primary
mission field of every Christian parent. The
church seeks to equip our parents to do
this work by teaching and training them.
This equipping primarily takes place is on
Sunday morning during the worship service, where they able to hear the Word of
God read and preached and respond to God in worship.
So, in conclusion, as Northside continues to look to
the future, would you consider involving yourself in this
very strategic and crucial ministry to our families?
How can you help? You can help in one of four ways:
1. Volunteer as a regular (weekly) Sunday School
teacher in one of our classes.
2. Volunteer as a regular (once-monthly) Children’s
Church volunteer
3. Volunteer as an on-call volunteer for Children’s
Church (this commits you to being on call one Sunday a month as a backup and serving the 5th Sunday of the month during the year).
4. Volunteer to serve on a weekly nursery cleaning rotation
a. 1-2 hours once a week
b. Looking for 4-5 couples to serve here
We want everyone who walks through our doors to feel
loved and cared for. Serving in the children’s ministry
goes a long way in making this happen.
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It’s Christmas! We all love baking cookies, singing carols, getting together with family, giving and receiving gifts,
decorating a tree, visiting Santa, and attending a Christmas Eve Service. But your friends at Covenant Foods
want you to know Christmas is so much more. In your Bible, read Luke chapter 2. You will find a crowded city,
a young pregnant virgin far from home, a faithful fiancé, shepherds, angels, a star, a manger, and a baby. The
baby was Jesus- the Savior of the world. By Jesus’ perfect life, cruel death, and miraculous resurrection we can
have forgiveness of sin. He is the greatest gift ever offered.

Staying Busy at Christmas
by Donna Kreke, Ministry Volunteer

BUSY! You hear it a lot in December. “How are you?”
“Oh, I’m good, but very busy.” I know I’ve given that
response. At Covenant Foods this December we anticipate being very busy. We have reminded our guests
all during November that, due to Christmas and New
Year’s Day being on Tuesdays this holiday season, we
will, obviously, not be open those two evenings. There
are five Tuesdays in January, so there are still four weeks
for guests to come that month. But in December, we
will only be open three weeks. Paul tells Timothy in I Timothy 6:18: “Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good
works, to be generous and ready to share,” We don’t
want to be busy just to be busy, but we want to be rich
in good works, generous, and ready to share.
Guests this month have a choice of a turkey breast or
a ham instead of the normal meat choices. They enjoy
and appreciate choices. We are also having our traditional party table of finger sandwiches and cookies
with some Christmas decorations and Christmas music
playing. This is always a nice time for our guests to sit
and relax a bit and enjoy a special treat. In past years
we have given each family various Christmas
gifts. But we know many organizations give
to those in need at Christmas, and so, we
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are going to wait and do something special and unexpected for our guests in February. ‘A love gift!’
This year brings a change and a sadness at the loss of
one of our faithful volunteers, Jon Noggle. Jon passed
away in October. As a volunteer, he enjoyed greeting
the guests as they arrived and ushering them to the
check-in table one at a time. He loved to talk and joke
with them and they enjoyed his sense of humor. Sometimes he would get so busy talking and laughing he
would forget to do his job. That’s okay. We loved him
anyway. Jon also willingly supported his wife, Vivian,
in all the time and energy she spent in the Covenant
Foods (Vivian is our ministry leader). We miss him and
desire to be there to love and care for Vivian.
Many of our guests also come each week with some
sort of loss - jobs, finances, relationships, health, or even
faith in God. They see others celebrating Christmas
with a sense of joy, but it is not that way for them. We
have a great opportunity to show them how knowing
this baby, born in a manger, Jesus, can bring joy in the
midst of our earthly struggles and a sure hope for a future in heaven for all eternity! Merry Christmas!
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Saturday Prayer
2nd 4th & 5th Saturday
at 8 AM in the
Prayer Room: D105
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Contact Information
Church Office: 317-255-6692
Fax: 317-257-9168
Website: NorthsideIndy.org
Editor: bcross@NorthsideIndy.org

Our Staff
Eric Martin
emartin@northsideindy.org
Senior Pastor
John Reeder
jreeder@northsideindy.org
Associate Pastor of Worship
Nathan Brock
nbrock@northsideindy.org
Associate Pastor

Sunday Classes & Worship
Small Groups - 9:00 AM
Cross Training Classes - 9:00 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Micah Langmaack
micah@northsideindy.org
Facilities Manager
Jan Jeter
office@northsideindy.org
Office Assistant
Barbara Cross
bcross@northsideindy.org
Dir. of Communication/Office Admin
Bev Olonoh
accounting@northsideindy.org
Controller

Sunday 9:00 AM
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Senior Women - D102
James 1:22 - D109
Living Stones - B203
Senior Adults - Fireside Room
Women’s Class - D113
Grades 6-12 - CLC Upstairs
Elementary - Kids Cove
Preschool - Various Rooms

Cross Training:
Sunday, 9:00 AM
Foundations of Faith: Room D100

Steinmeier:
Sunday evenings 317-529-7981
Fishers:
Thursday evenings 317-509-6746
Married Couples:
Wednesdays 317-255-6692
Women:
Sunday lunch 317-902-7689
Ravenswood:
2nd & 4th Fridays 317-457-6953
Senior Couples

