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JOURNAL OF THE FEDERATION OF PLYMOUTH AND
DISTRICT EX-SERVICES ASSOCIATIONS

Welcome to the fifty Second edition of the Journal.
The journal is not only for the officers of Associations but also Association members
so we ask you to give it as wide a distribution as possible to members and anyone
else you think might be interested.
Richard Walker Editor
richardwalker123@sky.com Telephone 01752 407411
Basil Downing Waite Chairman bazval@btinternet.com telephone 01752 771983
I am sorry that I did not manage to get out a Journal at the beginning of January but I
have been busy with family commitments, I hope you enjoy this report.

DIARY OF EVENTS FOR 2017
I do not as yet have a Diary for 2017 but if you know of the date of any Event then
please let us know.
The only event I am aware of is covered below.

FALL OF SINGAPORE 75th ANNIVERSARY– WEDNESDAY 15TH
FEBRUARY 2017 ST. ANDREWS MINSTER CHURCH
The Far East Prisoner of War Association here in Plymouth have organised a
Commemoration Service to remember the Fall of Singapore, a time when 130,000
British, Commonwealth and Allied troops and Civilian internees were captured as a
result of the Japanese invasion of Malaya, Hong Kong, Siam, Indonesia and the
Pacific Islands.
Royal Navy capital ships, HMS Prince of Wales and HMS Repulse were sent to
deter invasion, yet they were sitting targets from undefended aerial attacks, both
were sunk.
Plymouth will honour all those who served, were captured and did not survive the
prison camps or hell ships. We must never forget the brutal treatment received by
our families. It was the start of 3 ½ years of hell for thousands, many hundreds
coming from Plymouth who served in the Royal Navy, Royal Marines, Army, RAF
and Merchant Navy. Along with civilian women and children.
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When you look through our history, we know that all of our services were badly
treated.
Many did not survive the cruelty, deprivation, squalor and continual beatings of the
Japanese. These are the “Forgotten Ones”. Some held in camps for so long, families
did not know if their loved ones were alive or dead, some died on the “hell ships”,
neither wanting to have repeated again.
This is why as a Military City of many generations we will hold this service. Everyone
is welcome from Military, Members of the Public, School Children and Teachers.
Teach our children of today the history of yesterday.
Location: St. Andrews Minster Church
Date: Wednesday 15th February 2017
Time: Please be seated no later than 10:45
Any questions please contact Lisa on: 07582 679233
Crowdfunder set up should anyone wish to help with the costs of the Order of
Service Printing and any other expenses that arises. Should there be any excess
money left over it will be divided up to help others.
http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/fall-of-singapore-75th-anniversary

PAST EVENTS
FAR EAST PRISONERS OF WAR ASSOCIATION
As usual this organisation layed a wreath at the Rowan Tree outside St Andrew’s
Church on the afternoon of Remembrance Sunday the 13th November and here are
a couple of photos of the event.
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ADEN VETERANS ASSOCIATION S.W. BRANCH
Ninth Annual Act of Commemoration 29th November 2016
Once again this was a lovely service in lovely weather and very well attended.
Several of the Federation Standards were in attendance. Captain Julian Short of the
Salvation Army conducted the service and also played the Last Post and Reveille.
John Edge of the Plymouth Group of Aden Vets called the names of Absent Friends
and Peter Johnson Branch Chairman gave the Exhortation.
On completion of the Service all those attending were invited back to Vic & Wendy
Freemans house for an excellent array of refreshments.
People were reminded that next year will be the tenth annual event and will be an
even more special event.
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NORTH CORNER
This commemoration took place on Sunday the 4th December and here is the
Chairman’s report.
It was a privilege again to stand with Former Royal Marines in their green berry’s and
service medals as they paid their annual respects to their comrades that had given
their all during the North Corner memorial event marking the St Nazaire Raid 1942
and of course some local residents who carried out heroic deeds during WW2
bombing raids on Plymouth. Their names are on the memorial for all to see. It was a
cold but beautiful morning with the sun shining on the calm waters. RM Buglers
sounded the Last Post and Reveille as we stood for the silence. The event was
organised by the Royal Marines Association and some of the Federation Standards
stood with those of the RMA as their Standards fluttered in the breeze. Councillor
Pauline Murphy Plymouths Lord Mayor laid a wreath on behalf of the City and as
Chairman I laid one on behalf of the Federation along with others.
A nice finish to the event was what has become the normal, attending a buffet in
the Steam Packet Pub laid on as usual by the Landlord.
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JACK & JILLS NATIVITY PLAY
As Federation Chairman I was invited to attend a Nativity Play performed by the
children of Jack & Jill’s Child Care organization. The organization does great work in
the community especially with the care and development of children from service
families. I thoroughly enjoyed this lovely traditional Nativity play complete with all the
trimmings of Inn Keepers, Shepherds, Wise Men, Angels and of course Mary and
Joseph. None of the current day new interpretations of the story it was just a lovely
performance from the young people that must have brought back memories to any of
the Mums, Dads or Grandparents attending. It certainly did for me. All credit to the
organizers for all the time and hard work they must have put in the get the show on
and their commitment to the wellbeing of the Children in general. It was a pleasure to
attend and I thank them for the invite. I had the privilege of having my photo taken
with Joseph, Mary and Gabriel.

GEORGE HINKLEY VC RN MEMORIAL EVENT
This was the last event of 2016 with Federation Standards on parade. This is always
a well-attended event but this year there were even more than previous years and
again included direct descendants of George. There was a lovely little service in the
Chapel conducted by our Chaplin Rev Peter Warland but in his capacity as Chaplain
to the RNA. Following the service we moved to the Grave side where the still was
sounded, Standards dipped and wreaths laid by Rachael, his great, great, great
grandniece and Fred Ford for the Federation. This was Peter’s last official service as
the RNA Chaplin but he remains the Chaplin of the Federation. The event concluded
with a very pleasant buffet. So ended 2016.
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TS DEFIANCE
Our Chairman reports that he attended a parade evening at TS Defiance Saltash to
present the £500 donation from the Federation. He was very impressed by both the
dedication and commitment of the group’s leaders and instructors and the
commitment of the young cadets. The donation may well go towards the purchase of
a Standard/Flag and he has been promised that should that happen it will be
paraded at our Remembrance Festival.
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My thanks to our Chairman Basil Downing-Waite and to our Fund Raiser for their
contributions to the Journal.

THE FEDERATION WEBSITE
Here is the web address www.fedexservicesassoc.co.uk. We now have lots of photos
and other information on the website including the Diary of events.

