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Scrooge, the beekeeper, presents five New Year resolutions

| am Scrooge, the beekeeper, presents five New acceptance, food, a hug, or a pat on the head. But
Year resolutions honey bees? We have absolutely nothing they

I am Scrooge, the beekeeper. The Scrooge partefant . They prefer we gof] awa
me stays pretty well hidden until someonere- going to happen. Wedre |peek
mar ks, OAsk ten beekeeJ@oQorn&goaawasy you will get
twelve different answers! o6 This statement turflns n
to stone. | know better than to respond because Since appeasement and compromise are not effec-

what | would say i sn?0ttvebeekeepind strategieViSaval | owoybdr | mk
to say is either, OWelmeddaamnd lo&l 10 Tchian & syfd th ga bters
they could do?6 we have to use alternative management techniques

But the techniques to use always depend on the

Raising children and dogs situation.

Think about raising children. Is there one answerMultiple answers should be expected

that helps all children? One technique that appeals

to all parents? Or how about dogs. Is there one If you understand that management depends on

way to raise dogs? One way to train them? Of many factors, then multiple answers to a question

course not, so why would anyone think honeybeesh oul dnét be surpri si

are different? If a beekeeper is thinking, he shouldepends on the situation, and the situation is al-

have multiple answers for most any question. In ways different.

fact, | would say that if ten beekeepers have only

twelve answers, then eSucssiul medékeepenskmow this andréalize that 3

beekeepers. Or theybor ewhatwarks ®npghem might not work for someone
down the road. Or in two adjacent hives. Or in

But kids and dogs are easier than bees because we

have something they want. It might be affection, (Continued on pagp
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o ¢ ¢ Scrooge, the beekeeper...Continued
0
X two consecutive years. ) ) )
66 Resolution #2: Look outside your hive
r The variability in colony strength, nectar flow, changes in your ble e s ¢
e weather, environmental toxins, and bee genetics
£ is why the learning curve for beekeepers is nevgfe next thing to notice is the environment.
0 -ending. No beekeeper ever arrived at the end g jyolves | oki?sg outside your beehive. Are

X of the curve. As |0V eqn,giinbioohsisiPraif? dr» Bd> cBIgr e |you
g kKnow the less you knowyigolahduthighBors Spfa¥ir Eherhidhi§?
LA more you learn, the more possibilites yourec- | ¢ " ¢ "h o s y? Quiet? Foglgy?
’;’;’ ogn_ize. With each passi.ng experiencg MOTe 3 vacuum. Many different environmental condi-
e ¢ choices appear along with new forks in the roag s influence a colony of bees.
e The master and the novice Resolution #3: Learn to recognize the

G .
o0 What, then, is a master beekeeper? A master cyclic nature of nature
X g?iﬁ‘;ﬁgzrﬁ Togsogseg:z(\j/\éh? I;['Ioe\’;fn'itnauéngecognize that nature is cyclic. Everything you
o0 . Pyap pta 9 8% il be dealing with as a beekeeper is cyclic. The
X fgagjg:gﬁi‘t Aarggstge;2\2‘?'&‘222'3;'?“8:3;0&)”:;ps?@asons. The weather. The day length. The plant
e possibility e life cycle. The bee life cycle. The mite life cycle.

@ keeper is someone who is willing to let go of . i
55 The moth life cycle. The beetle life cycle.

e dogma and look at the facts.
e These cycles can augment each other or cancel
s On the other hand, the new beekeeper wants o, otr?,er out. For e?(ample in the northern
o0 specific instructions, very similar to the ones thﬁ@misphere th'e population (;f varroa mites ex-

e i just i i o i
e come with a new gadget_. | can justimagine a plodes just as the honey bee population wanes.
o label pasted on the outside of a bee package. Thes? tW(f urves come crashing tqgether in
X 0For a healthy <@baddn Y August @nd po%f\.MI'hesrﬁurﬁbBrsbf mites per bee

A syrup, wait six weeks. Kit contains no user ser-
o0 ¢ viceable parts.6 That®Rod&ewpbee wants concr et|e
’(-’r" instructions is understandable, but until he 9O€R\ cimilar thing haopens with nectar dearths
Sty beyond that mindset, .lt'he qugo?ppm%.f%r.e S '{:1 bdge-
o ey are cyclic and predictable in many parts of
s keeper. the world. If you know a dearth is coming, you

e ) can take proactive steps to protect your colo-
ol How to do it nies from likely predators, including robbers and
e o L _ wasps.
X At this point in my rant, someone invariably will P
o ask, OHow?6 How do youf gedu PRFfdet Ptadndnitnfesed| cyc
0 and become a true beekeeper? Well, guess  yajt to see what will happen. Instead, you can
o Why? Because how you get there will vary withy g ¢ easier i f youdre nolft al
@
sty Here are some thoughts on evolving as a bee- .

e i - :
o0 keeper. You might call them resolutions for the Resolution #4: Trust no one
jr':r‘: New Year. | picked up this phrase years ago from the X

LA . L . Files television show, but it serves me well. In

@ . '
o8 Resolution #1: Look |n§|de your hive the context of beekeeping, it means that you
ok often enough to recognize normal should always question the advice you hear,
’(-’(" ) especially if it doesndft ma
B Many beekeepe_r questlo_ns can _onIy be answerggestioned people and been persuaded both
£ by looking inside yo uwayshSomelrmey an explratioryioowstal geard t| kno
[ B0 what 6s going on in yoanddhliogicalertandlly won dare,
| 6 else will. The first step is learning to recognize t hat 2?6 At other times, [it b
0 onormal 6 when you s e ethepérson gving teeradvicehastne idea whato g i z i n
} 43 3 onot normal 6 is a whole | ot easi er (Contnuedonpage
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