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Special points of
interest:
• New Year resolutions
• 2018 Calendar of Events
• Winter feeding of honey
bees

Scrooge, the beekeeper, presents five New Year resolutions
I am Scrooge, the beekeeper, presents five New
Year resolutions
I am Scrooge, the beekeeper. The Scrooge part of
me stays pretty well hidden until someone remarks, “Ask ten beekeepers and you will get
twelve different answers!” This statement turns me
to stone. I know better than to respond because
what I would say isn’t friendly. What I would like
to say is either, “Well, dah!” or “That’s the best
they could do?”
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Think about raising children. Is there one answer
that helps all children? One technique that appeals
to all parents? Or how about dogs. Is there one
way to raise dogs? One way to train them? Of
course not, so why would anyone think honey bees
are different? If a beekeeper is thinking, he should
have multiple answers for most any question. In
fact, I would say that if ten beekeepers have only
twelve answers, then eight of them aren’t really
beekeepers. Or they’re asleep.
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But kids and dogs are easier than bees because we
have something they want. It might be affection,

2018 Tentative*
Mentoring List

LCBA Officers

Winter feeding of
honey bees

News and Events

Video library

4

4, 6

6

6

January 2018

acceptance, food, a hug, or a pat on the head. But
honey bees? We have absolutely nothing they
want. They prefer we go away. Now. But that’s not
going to happen. We’re beekeepers, and it’s our
job to not go away.
Since appeasement and compromise are not effective beekeeping strategies—“Swallow your mite
meds and I’ll give you a treat!” just doesn’t work—
we have to use alternative management techniques.
But the techniques to use always depend on the
situation.

Multiple answers should be expected
If you understand that management depends on
many factors, then multiple answers to a question
shouldn’t be surprising, right? The correct answer
depends on the situation, and the situation is always different.
Successful beekeepers know this and realize that
what works for them might not work for someone
down the road. Or in two adjacent hives. Or in
(Continued on page 2)
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Scrooge, the beekeeper...Continued
two consecutive years.
The variability in colony strength, nectar flow,
weather, environmental toxins, and bee genetics
is why the learning curve for beekeepers is never
-ending. No beekeeper ever arrived at the end
of the curve. As I’ve said before, the more you
know the less you know. That’s because the
more you learn, the more possibilities you recognize. With each passing experience more
choices appear along with new forks in the road.

The master and the novice
What, then, is a master beekeeper? A master
beekeeper is not someone who knows it all. He
or she is simply a person adept at learning and
evaluating. A master beekeeper is someone open
to possibility and to new ideas. A master beekeeper is someone who is willing to let go of
dogma and look at the facts.
On the other hand, the new beekeeper wants
specific instructions, very similar to the ones that
come with a new gadget. I can just imagine a
label pasted on the outside of a bee package.
“For a healthy colony, follow steps 1-27, add
syrup, wait six weeks. Kit contains no user serviceable parts.” That a newbee wants concrete
instructions is understandable, but until he goes
beyond that mindset, he won’t mature as a beekeeper.

How to do it
At this point in my rant, someone invariably will
ask, “How?” How do you get past that mindset
and become a true beekeeper? Well, guess
what? Ten beekeepers will have fifty answers.
Why? Because how you get there will vary with
the individual.
Here are some thoughts on evolving as a beekeeper. You might call them resolutions for the
New Year.

Resolution #2: Look outside your hive
for changes in your bees’ environment
The next thing to notice is the environment.
This involves looking outside your beehive. Are
flowers in bloom? Is it rainy? Dry? Hot? Cold?
Windy? Are your neighbors spraying chemicals?
Is it noisy? Quiet? Foggy? We don’t keep bees in
a vacuum. Many different environmental conditions influence a colony of bees.

Resolution #3: Learn to recognize the
cyclic nature of nature
Recognize that nature is cyclic. Everything you
will be dealing with as a beekeeper is cyclic. The
seasons. The weather. The day length. The plant
life cycle. The bee life cycle. The mite life cycle.
The moth life cycle. The beetle life cycle.
These cycles can augment each other or cancel
each other out. For example, in the northern
hemisphere, the population of varroa mites explodes just as the honey bee population wanes.
These two curves come crashing together in
August and poof! The number of mites per bee
explodes.
A similar thing happens with nectar dearths.
They are cyclic and predictable in many parts of
the world. If you know a dearth is coming, you
can take proactive steps to protect your colonies from likely predators, including robbers and
wasps.
If you understand these cycles you don’t have to
wait to see what will happen. Instead, you can
often predict what will happen. Beekeeping is a
lot easier if you’re not always ambushed by the
inevitable.

Resolution #4: Trust no one

I picked up this phrase years ago from the XFiles television show, but it serves me well. In
Resolution #1: Look inside your hive
the context of beekeeping, it means that you
often enough to recognize normal
should always question the advice you hear,
especially if it doesn’t make sense to you. I’ve
Many beekeeper questions can only be answered questioned people and been persuaded both
by looking inside your beehive. If you don’t know ways. Sometimes an explanation is crystal clear
what’s going on in your hive, certainly no one
and logical, and I wonder, “Why didn’t I think of
else will. The first step is learning to recognize
that?” At other times, it becomes obvious that
“normal” when you see it. After that, recognizing the person giving the advice has no idea what
(Continued on page 5)
“not normal” is a whole lot easier.
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LCBA 2018 Calendar of Events:
All meetings start at 7 pm at Life Church in Grafton unless specified.
January 12

Cancelled Due to Weather / Rescheduling July or Nov: “How to collect, process,
clean, and store propolis, pollen, beeswax” Presented by Jeannie Saum

February 9

“Organic Way to Kill Mites with No Chemicals” presented by Joe Pristash “Flow
Hive” presented by Bob Stone

March 2

Beginner Beekeeping Class 1

March 9

Beginner Beekeeping Class 2
Members Meeting - "Advanced Beekeeping Class" presented by Kim Flottum

March 16

Beginners Beekeeping Class 3

March 23

Beginner Beekeeping Class 4

April 13

Spring Management 6 pm start for possible bee dump demonstration

May 11

"Queen Rearing”

June 2

Field Day hosted by Queen Right Colonies
9:30 am registration 10 am Speaker
Held at Queen Right Colonies, 43655 State Route 162, Spencer, OH 44275

July 13

TBA

August 10

Fair Day Clean up 6 pm meeting at Lorain County Fairgrounds

September 7

"Getting your bees ready for Winter"

beekeepers

October 12

Fall Banquet

part.”

November 9

TBA

December 14

Christmas Party Potluck with White Elephant Gift Exchange 7 pm

“Most bee
stings are the
result of
inattentiveness
on the

presented by TBA

Fall Wrap Up Class, speaker TBA

6 pm Social time 6:30 Dinner

2018 Tentative* Mentoring List - Bee Class Questions
Remember to “Phone a Friend” if you have questions we have several members willing to mentor.

Debbie Fyda

Ashland

419-651-0047

Bonnie Pierson

North Ridgeville

440-759-6045 Cell / 440-327-4593 Home

Tom Roth

Amherst

440-988-2757

Richard Sprague

Sullivan

440-591-9453

Mike Yuhas

Olmsted Falls / Twp.

440-644-0233

Volume 15, Issue 164

Page 5

Scrooge, the beekeeper...Continued

Winter feeding of honey bees

he’s talking about and is only repeating something he heard.

Ideally, honey bees should not have to be fed in the winter.
But sometimes nature conspires against us, and our colonies
are plunged into winter with insufficient stores of honey.
How much honey they need depends on the local climate
and weather conditions, the size of the winter cluster, and
the variety of bee.

Resolution #5: Tap into your own knowledge
You know lots of things about the world. You know bits and
pieces of math, chemistry, physics, and biology, most of which
you don’t realize you know. For example, you know warm air
rises, you know warm, moist air condenses on cold surfaces, you
know bleach kills living things, you know light-colored things
reflect heat, you know animals release CO2 and plants use it.
All these tidbits of knowledge can be used to answer many of
your own questions, or at least get you started on the right
track. Too many new beekeepers think “I know nothing about
this.” But they should recognize that they already know many
things that might apply. This is what I call common sense or
horse sense. Don’t sell yourself short. If you’re still living and
breathing, you have a wealth of knowledge ready to use. All you
have to do is stop and think.
Scrooge, the beekeeper, wishes you a Happy New Year
I could go on and on, but I’ve decided not to include the obvious
such as books and videos. What could be easier than reading a
book or watching someone else manipulate the frames? What
I’m suggesting is much harder and requires more self discipline,
but it will get your there much faster.
Think about it. But in the meantime, enjoy a happy and safe New
Year holiday.
Rusty Burlew

Honey Bee Suite

Even with plenty of honey in the hive, bees sometimes starve
because they can’t get to it. I’ve seen clusters starve with full
frames of honey on both sides of them. I have also seen them
survive on nothing more than sugar cakes for many
months—and flourish the following spring.
Many colonies make it through a long, hard winter only to
die in the early spring. If a hive makes it past the coldest part
of the winter, it is easy to relax and not worry about the
early spring—after all they made it through the worse part.
But the fact is, they often use up their stores during the coldest months and starve after the weather starts to warm but
before the nectar starts to flow. It is important to be vigilant
about feeding during that “in-between” season. Here are
some tips for winter feeding of honey bees.

What not to feed:
Never feed bees honey that comes from an unknown source.
Honey can contain the spores of diseases such as American
Foul Brood.
Never feed bees sugar with additives. Brown sugar contains
molasses. Powdered sugar often contains cornstarch. Commercial fondant may contain flavorings and/or colorings. Any
of these “extras” could cause honey bee dysentery.
Although many commercial beekeepers use high-fructose
corn syrup, be aware that it may contain hydroxymethylfurfural (HMF)—especially if it is old or has gotten warm.
HMF is poisonous to bees.

The best feed:

All of beekeeping is based on natural cycles. Bee
populations ebb and flow with the seasons. Pixabay

If you don’t have extra honey from your own apiary to feed
the bees, the next best thing is sugar syrup made from white
table sugar.[1] The syrup used in fall and winter should be in
the proportion of two parts sugar to one part water by either weight or volume.
If the temperatures in your area are going to be below 50°F
(10°C), it is best to use fondant, sugar cakes (see candy
boards), or granulated sugar rather than syrup.
Because table sugar lacks the micronutrients found in honey,
you can add a feeding stimulant with essential oils such as
Honey-B-Healthy or Pro Health to give them some added
nourishment.

Used by Permission

How to feed:
(Continued on page 6)
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News and Events
•

•
•

2018 Beginners Beekeepers Classes (New beekeepers and Current members are welcome)
March 2
Class 1 – Beekeeping Equipment
March 9
Class 2 – Managing your Bee Hive
March 16
Class 3 - Pests & Diseases
March 23
Class 4 - Swarms and Prevention - Denzil St. Clair
March 30
Class 5 – Class Summary
LCBA 100th Anniversary in October 5th, 2019 (First Saturday) Tentative: Tom Seeley, Jim Tew
A Grafton resident has some acreage and would like to offer her property for someone to put
hives on. If you are interested in either of these opportunities, please let Audrey Gargas know
and she will put you in contact with the interested parties. 216-534-6195

Winter feeding of honey bees...Continued

Bee-yond Bees

Bees are more
than a hobby; they
are a life study, in
many respects a
mirror of our own
society.
—William
Longgood

If your temperatures are warm (above 50°F) you
can use liquid feed and one of the internal feeders
so your bees don’t have to go outside to eat.
Also, you may want to add a mold inhibitor.
If your temperatures are going to be cold, you
can use a candy board, a mountain camp rim, or
an empty shallow super filled with sugar cakes.

When to feed:

sugar because honey contains essential nutrients.
In any case, check the hives on the occasional dry
and sunny day. Move frames of honey closer to
the cluster, if possible, or add feed if necessary.
Do not be lulled into thinking that they have
“made it” just because the temperatures are
warming in the spring.
[1] Whether the sugar comes from cane or beets
really doesn’t matter unless you are opposed to
supporting genetically modified organisms. Sugar
beets may be modified to be “Round-Up Ready.”

If a hive feels light in the fall, you should start
feeding liquid sugar syrup (2 parts sugar to one
Rusty Burlew
part water) as soon as possible. When the temperature starts dipping below 50°F, switch to one Honey Bee Suite
of the cold-weather methods.
It doesn’t hurt to feed sugar proactively. I sometimes give sugar cakes as soon as the weather
gets cold. In this way, they eat both honey and
sugar simultaneously throughout the winter, and
the honey supply lasts longer. I think this is better
than having them eat only honey, and then only

LCBA Video library
Don’t forget about LCBA Video library. Bill Vittori brings the Video library with him to the monthly
meetings so you see what is available. These resources will help you in beekeeping whether you are
new or have been a beekeeper for years. There is a small deposit fee if you borrow them that is
returned when you bring back the videos. Be sure to return them at the next meeting so others can
also view and enjoy them.

To Promote Beekeeping through Education, Cooperation, or any other Efficient Means.

LORAIN COUNTY
BEEKEEPERS
ASSOCIATION
For Membership Mail to:
LCBA Membership
c/o Gargas
2410 Brook Haven Lane
Hinckley, OH 44233
Newsletter Submissions/
Questions
Email: BuzzzzEditor@gmail.com

Covering and located in Lorain County, Ohio. LCBA was founded in 1919 as a
non-profit organization committed to educating the public about the value of
honeybees and the impact honeybees have on our world. We provide educational appearances upon request for schools and other groups. LCBA encourages
and mentors beginning beekeepers through scholarship programs for students
and adult education.
Monthly Meetings
When: 2nd Friday of the month. Beginning at 7:00
p.m. until 9:30 p.m.
Where: Life Church (Google Maps Link)
1033 Elm Street
Grafton, OH 44044

We’re on the Web!
www.loraincountybeekeepers.org

The BUZZZZ Advertising Fees
Ads will run in the newsletter which is posted on the LCBA website and emailed to our member circulation
and billed for 12 issues.
Provided by customer - * LCBA Officers reserve the right, at their sole discretion, to change, modify, add, or
delete all or portions of ads for content. Terms and Policies subject to change.
1(Full) page - $25.00 per month
1/2 page ad - $18.00 per month
1/4 page ad - $12.00 per month
1/8 page ad - $10.00 per month
If you have any questions about advertising contact:
Mike Yuhas, 440-644-0233 / buzzzzeditor@gmail.com

