Friends of Esmont, Meeting Minutes October 15, 2018!
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LETTER FROM SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE RE TOUR OF ESMONT
On Sun, Oct 7, 2018 at 6:25 PM Seth McDowell <sm@mcdowellespinosa.com> wrote:
Nick,

|
Thank you for the introduction to priorities and interests of the Friends of Esmont. The efforts
sound very exciting to me and I would like to explore the best way I or others at UVA School of
Architecture could help out. Here are some initial thoughts:

|
1 - In my own design practice which often overlaps teaching efforts at the A-School I am
interested in projects of adaptive reuse / material or building recycling / design build. The
project we are doing in Scottsville has worked as partial practice project and partial research
project at UVA. This allows me to engage a group of select students in more flexible ways than
in a structured course. I could imagine structuring a project with Esmont in a similar way and
beginning with the projects you have listed as priorities (Rails to Trails and the old depot). In
projects like this we would need to do a documentation / research stage and study what the
existing conditions are, then could develop design proposals that visualize the next steps. This
could go as far as the community would like - could simply be about visualizing or could be
about also developing drawings and documents that put the work into action. I spoke with a
graduate Research Assistant of mine at UVA and he would be excited about working on
something like this with me. He is doing a dual degree in historic preservation and this type of
work critical to his path.

|
2 - Another format that might relate to the projects you describe in Esmont is UVA A-School
engaging through a design/build exercise. In pastat UVA I have taught design studios that
incorporate constructing small structures in the curriculum. I could see an opportunity here to
have students build or rehabilitate something. I am currently searching for a project for the next
iteration of a graduate design studio I call “The Building Tolerance Studio.” In the last version,
we built a pavilion on grounds with timber reclaimed from an old farmhouse in Crozet. I could
see a project dealing with the rehabilitation of a community structure or a project for a small
structure related to the rails to trails path (like changing station or reflection pavilion).

|
3 - The other format that this brings to mind is an intensive documentation project. It would
seem it could be a good exercise to thoroughly document the current village through measured
drawings and possibly a virtual model. This might be where Louis Nelson comes in, because he
teaches a course in spring that involves history students in field work - measuring and drawing
historic structures. I will put you in contact with Louis also to see if he has any thoughts.

|
This is just a first reaction based on your description. I would like to drive down to Esmont soon
to familiarize myself with the conditions. My research assistant and I were contemplating
driving by sometime next Tuesday, do you think we could benefit from a visit to Esmont?

|
Hope this helps,

Seth

Seth McDowell, Asst Prof, UVA School of Architecture



Esmont Tour — Albemarle Housing Improvement Program
|
!I Fri, Sep 28, 10:31
' AM
Cory
Demchak cory@ahipva.org via netorgft3521340.onmicr
| to nrdukesr@gmail.com, peggypurvisdenby@friendsofesmont.com
|
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Cory Demchak

Director of Programs, AHIP
2127 Berkmar Drive, Charlottesville VA 22901

cory@ahipva.org
434.989.0655(mobile)



LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN
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MEETING NOTES: Preliminary Trails Ideas!

Date: Friday, October 12, 2018!
Time: 6:30 am- 8 pm!
Attendees:

Location:!

Notes by: Anna Boeschenstein!

Distributed: October 14, 2018!
|

Preliminary Trail Ideas:!
|
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These minutes should be considered a fair and accurate record of this meeting unless Grounded is notified
in writing of any corrections within three days from the date of issuance of these notes.!



From: Kitty Clerico

Date: Wed, Oct 10, 2018 at 3:31 PM
Subject: A Picture

To: Peggy Denby

" Hi Peggy,
|

I am sending you a picture of the house in Esmont where my family lived when I was
growing up.

I
The property belonged to Burton Mahone son of W.0. Mahone who inherited the house and
approx. three acres of land from an old maid aunt. When the house was being remodel a
letter was found behind a wall that was dated 1865.

I
At one time there was an old cookhouse which my father had moved so he could use it as a
garage. The last time I was in Esmont the house was still standing. The resident at that
time was kind enough to let me walk through the house bringing back a lifetime of
memories.

I
Kathryn

[




