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Haman’s Clay Tablet Proclamation 
Found by Archeology Team! 

 

Dear Friends: 
 

I hope you are as excited as I am by the recent discovery in 
Eastern Iraq. A team of archeologists has found concrete evidence 
of the historicity of the Book of Esther— just in time for our 

celebration of Purim. As you recall, the Megillah of Esther makes reference to a 
decree sent out by Haman. But it gives no indication of the contents of that 
decree. Just this month, a team led by professor I.M. Diggin of the Institute for 
the Discovery of  Information and Objects of Textual Significance announced that 
they had found one of the actual clay tablets that the Prime Minister dispatched 
to all the corners of the Kingdom. For the first time we can read for ourselves 
exactly what it was that Haman said. What follows is the long-lost proclamation 
by Haman concerning the Jews of Shushan: 

 
To my fellow citizens of Shushan: 
 I, Haman, the son of Hamidatha the Agagite, issue a decree concerning 
some of the residents of Shushan, specifically the people of Mordechai, 
one of the exiles from Judah. Let it be known to all who pay attention to 
this proclamation that Mordechai is low energy.  He claims to speak for 
the Jews. But let it also be known to all who hear this proclamation that 
the Jews are losers. Losers.  There are now so many of them in our 
country. But these are people that have lots of problems, and they’re 
bringing those problems to us. They’re bringing drugs. They’re bringing 
crime. They’re rapists. And some, I assume, are good people! And let it be 
known that, by the way, the Jews love me. Be it hereby established that in 
order to protect ourselves from these losers and their problems, I Haman, 
the son of Hamidatha the Agagite, Prime Minister of our beloved king, do 
proclaim that a wall be built keeping these loser Jews in their place. And I 
further proclaim that the loser Jews will pay for that wall. Further let it be 
known that qwzfx mfpjr….. 

 
Tragically this latter part of the tablet becomes illegible and the rest has been lost 
and so the remainder of the message is not known. But at least we know a part of 
Haman’s message. More importantly we have tangible proof that the Megillah of 
Esther is historically true and that Haman actually did exist. Fortunately nobody 
like him has ever played a role in human events again. 
I share this with you in the hope that you are planning to join us for our Purim 
celebration at Shabbat services on March 25: Shpiel, songs, piles of 
Hamantaschen lovingly prepared by our crack Shir Chadash baking and baton-
twirling team, and of course costumes. Come wearing your outlandish and 
ridiculous attire—or come in costume. If you don’t come, you will be elsewhere. 
 
In any event, I wish you a joyous and excessive Purim. 

Rabbi Daniel Polish 

From the Desk of Rabbi Daniel Polish 

Services held at the Freedom Plains United  Presbyterian Church Route 55 and Stringham Road, LaGrange 

Looking Ahead 
 

2/6 Sharing Shabbat 
2/20 Sharing Shabbat 

2/2, 9, 16 & 23 Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah Class 6:30pm 
  

MARCH CALENDAR  
Online at www.shir-chadash.org 

 

1 Adult B’not 
 Mitzvah Class
 6:30pm 
4  Kabbalat Shabbat  

 6:30pm  

9 Adult B’not 
 Mitzvah Class 
 6:30pm 
11  Kabbalat Shabbat  

 7:30pm  
 Sharing Shabbat  
 9:00am  
14 Board Meeting 
 7:00pm 
15  Adult B’not 
 Mitzvah Class 
 6:30pm 
18 Kabbalat Shabbat   
 7:30pm-Lay-Led 
22 Adult B’not 
 Mitzvah Class 
 6:30pm (Lay-Led) 

Looking Ahead 
4/2 Sharing Shabbat 
4/3 Rosh Chodesh 
4/9 Auction 
4/15 Joint Service with 
 Temple Beth-El 
4/16 Sharing Shabbat 
4/22 First Night of 
 Passover—No Service 
4/5, 12, 19 & 26 Adult B’not Mitzvah 

5 Sharing Shabbat 
 9:00am 
 Bat Mitzvah 
 Hannah Wogalter 

25  Kabbalat Shabbat   
 7:30pm   
 Purim Spiel!! 
Homemade Hamantaschen 

http://www.shir-chadash.org/
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Notes from  Cantor Gail Hirschenfang 

 

Becoming a Bat (Bar) Mitzvah at Shir Chadash 
 

As we get ready to celebrate the upcoming Bat Mitzvah of Hannah Wogalter on Shabbat 
Morning, March 5th (Ashley Kaswer on May 21st, Jayci Longin on Oct 1st and Julia 

Rubinstein on Nov 5th), I thought it would be useful for all of our members to understand and fully 
appreciate what this wonderful rite of passage means for the students and their families, as well as for the 
extended family of Shir Chadash. 
 
“And You Shall Teach Them Diligently” is embedded in the paragraph immediately following the daily 
recitation of the first two lines of the SHEMA.  It is inherent in our religious tradition that the study and 
values of our Torah are to be passed along to our children. The process of becoming a Bat or Bar Mitzvah is 
the demonstration of that knowledge and fluency. It is not just about reaching a certain age, it is about 
reaching that special milestone where the ‘child’ now becomes the ‘teacher of Torah’.  This can only be 
accomplished through ‘diligent’ study and real commitment. It is truly an honor for me to usher our 
students and their families through this arduous but deeply satisfying process.  
 
Our Shir Chadash students come up through our Sharing Shabbat program. Many of them have been 
coming to Sharing Shabbat since they were toddlers.  They know their teachers well and understand that 
those teachers are also members of our congregation. The students study the various holidays (with the 
appropriate lessons for the appropriate grade level), learn basic Bible stories and lessons, study the Jewish 
life cycle, history and current events that effect the Jewish people.  When these students stay for services 
with their families or class, they are exposed to our service and become familiar not only with our liturgy 
and songs, but with the Rabbi and myself.  I am always amused when a student attends a Shabbat service 
elsewhere and comes back with an ample critique on that synagogue. This indicates to me that the student 
feels connected to Shir Chadash and identifies it as his/her “home congregation”.  
In the 6-9 months that proceed the Bar/Bat Mitzvah I meet with the parents and the child together. We 
discuss which Parasha (portion from the Torah) has been designated for their date and the first thing we do 
is investigate its meaning. The student is then sent home to determine which section of that Parasha s/he 
wants to read and teach us at their service. During this period of study, the student is taught the Hebrew 
prayers that will be used in the Shabbat service and understands that they will be leading the worship 
service. They are then taught the cantillation for the Torah and, whenever possible, go on to chant their 
chosen verses. Perhaps the most interesting of these endeavors is the writing of their D’var Torah, their 
treatise on the Parasha.  What does the Torah, this ancient book of law, have to teach us for today’s world? 
What lessons can a 13 year old derive from this? What can s/he possibly say to their family, friends and 
fellow congregants? I am always delighted to hear their ideas and insights.  
 
And, lastly, there is a Mitzvah component of the Bat/Bar Mitzvah process. Each student is asked to take on 
a special project to assist the community in some way. They are asked to do somewhere between 6-10 hours 
but most students exceed that. In Hannah’s case, she committed herself to cooking and serving at the Lunch 
Box, a local soup kitchen, and at Hillcrest House, the local homeless shelter. I believe it was a new 
experience for her to witness people so hungry they required a meal provided by others.  
 
Since the inception of Shir Chadash, I believe that one of our most successful programs has been the 
designing of the Sharing Shabbat program. What can be more of an example for a child than to see his/her 
own parent(s) in Torah study while they are being asked to learn in their own class room.  This kind of 
modeling is a profound lesson for our children. It not only makes the statement that the learning of Torah is 
a lifelong endeavor, but that the study of Torah is a joy and a privilege that one pursues at Bat/Bar Mitzvah 
and well beyond.   

L’Shalom, Cantor Gail Hirschenfang 
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A Message from President Victor Feit  

I would like to thank all those people who helped make the February 20th 
Sharing Shabbat service a huge success. I spoke to the members of Vassar 
Temple who were our guests that morning for Torah Study with Rabbi Polish 

and Rabbi Leah Berkowitz and for our service featuring our wonderful Junior Choir. They 
had the highest praise for the Torah study, the Bagel Break, the service with Divrei Torah by 
both Rabbis and the wonderful Junior Choir with keyboard and drums. For me, this 
represented the epitome of what Shir Chadash is about. Our Shir Chadash family came out 
and provided the hospitality, congeniality and quality of service that we have come to expect 
from our congregation. I wish to thank all who helped and all who attended. 

 Now for business. We have two major events planned for the remainder of the year.  
April 9 is the date of the Annual Shir Chadash Auction. Please let me know about 
quality items you would like to donate so they can be placed on our web page to encourage 
interest in the event and entice people to attend. This will allow our members to view the 
items before the auction and offers the people donating the items the opportunity to receive 
acknowledgement. For those of you who have never attended our auction, you are missing 
out—just ask anyone who has attended in the past. This is a fun-filled evening complete 
with good deals, a lot of spirit and many, many funny asides. Your hosts for the evening will 
be the amazing duo of Victor Feit and Jeff Lash.  

 On May 15, we will be holding our Annual Concert. The Klezmatics will be 
performing at Poughkeepsie Day School. I need people to help organize, publicize and work 
to make this a successful endeavor . Please take ad forms to businesses to help support Shir 
Chadash and please plan on attending. The Klezmatics were here a few years ago and played 
to a standing ovation!  

 Purim is coming to Shir Chadash on Friday evening, March 25! We need people 
to help Susan Marcoe with our Purim Spiel written by the world-renowned playwright—
Rabbi Daniel Polish. Please contact Susan about working in this over-the-top show. 

  

Shalom,  
Vic Feit  

 Rebef2@cs.com 
 914-474-0680 

 
  

 

Welcome to the family…. 

mailto:Rebef2@cs.com
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March Bat Mitzvah 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Spiritual Life Committee invites 

 members and friends of Shir Chadash  

to join with us on  

 

Saturday, the 5th of March  

at 10:30am when 

 Hannah Wogalter 
daughter of  

  Stacie and David Wogalter,  

is called to the Torah  

as a Bat Mitzvah. 
 

Join us as we celebrate this joyous milestone  

in the lives of our Bat Mitzvah, her family  

and our Shir Chadash family. 
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P*u*r*i*m* S*p*i*e*l ! 
Help us tell the story of  

Purim with Comedy and Song! 

 Friday, March 25th 

Bring Pasta to  
SHAKE and DONATE! 

 

Casting and Rehearsals will start soon 

Actors and Helpers Needed –All Ages!! 

Contact Sue Marcoe    

for more information 

at 845-723-4045 or suem@quixnet.net 

A Message from Sue Marcoe, Education Enrichment Coordinator 
 
As most of you know already I will be working with the Religious School to provide support and 
resources for the teachers, and some family programming. I am very excited about this assignment 
because it allows me to quickly become involved, and to use my educational background to provide a 
service for Shir Chadash.  I look forward to working with teachers, students, and parents on a regular 
basis. 
 

I hope that you are all aware of some the great lessons being taught by our Shir Chadash Religious School teachers.  The 
youngest students, under the tutelage of Rochelle Bellach, are studying the Jewish holidays and Bible stories.  Our 4th 
and 5th graders, working with Steve Moskowitz, are focusing on Jewish symbols, how they relate to the holidays, where 
they appear in our Torah, and how they enrich our feelings of Judaism.  Our B’nai Mitzvah students are studying Jewish 
values with Ed Ginsberg.  These students discuss the traits of Jewish heroes and how those traits and values can be 
applied to their own lives. 
 
In addition, because these students are approaching Bar/Bat Mitzvah age, we want them to feel comfortable at services.  
Therefore it is important that students attend our Sharing Shabbat.  To that end I would like to announce that those 
students with good attendance from March 5th through the end of the school year will receive certificates and prizes!   
 
Finally, to all parents, please if we haven’t met yet, come over and introduce yourself to me. Also, if at any time you have 
any questions please do call or e-mail. 

B’Shalom, Sue Marcoe 

suem@quixnet.net 

(home) 845-723-4045 

mailto:suem@quixnet.net
mailto:suem@quixnet.net
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Congregation Shir Chadash 

 Ninth Annual  

Goods & Services Auction 
                                                                       

Saturday Evening April 9th 

Freedom Plains United Presbyterian Church 

1168 Route 55,  LaGrangeville 

7:00pm 

 

 PERFECT FOR UNIQUE GIFTS! 
 

Free Refreshments 

Your auctioneers: Vic Feit & Jeff Lash 

Silent Auction too for even more fun! 

Something for everyone, lots of surprises!  

Much, much more! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donations 

of goods or 

services?  

 

Questions?  

Call 

Vic Feit  

463-2654 

 or  

Liz Glassberg 

242-3674 
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An Amazon Best Book of the Month, October 2013: Every writer, established or aspiring, has at one time or another looked around 
and decided, “My life would make a great book.” Some of them are sadly mistaken. But journalist David Laskin’s life--or rather that 
of his forbears, three generations of a Russian Jewish family originally named HaKoen--has made a fantastic book. Despite its 
name, The Family is not about the Mafia, or the Mansons, but really about one particular, ordinary/extraordinary twentieth century 
shtetl clan. But you don’t have to be Jewish to be fascinated by the six children of a Torah scribe on the western fringe of the Russian 
empire; they, like people everywhere, were buffeted by political and social and economic upheavals of their times. One branch of the 
family ended up in America as the prosperous founders of Maidenform lingerie; another repatriated to Israel; the third suffered the 
Holocaust. While I tended to favor the stories about the American branch (how can you not love a 4’ 11” Russian revolutionary, who, 
with her husband Wolf, invented the brassiere in 1924 and got filthy rich in ladies underwear in the depression?), the other HaKoens-
turned-Cohens provided plenty of educational entertainment as well. You think you know about the Russian revolution? Try seeing it 
through Laskin’s ancestors’ eyes. Likewise, WWII and Zionism. This is a great, big-hearted book about how time and place modifies 
family, whatever or wherever its roots. --Sara Nelson 

mailto:sjlash@optonline.net
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March Yahrzeits* 

*To update your Yahrzeit list, please contact Wendy Bill 227-7236 or bills1989@msn.com 

 

 

 

 

IN SUPPORT OF SHIR CHADASH 
 
Donations to Shir Chadash are a wonderful way to honor the memory of a loved one, honor a friend or 
celebrate a simcha while supporting the Congregation.  We have the “General Fund”, the “Building Fund”, the 
“Clergy’s Discretionary Fund” and the Sy Hirschenfang Scholar-in-Residence Fund. We will accept donations to any 
of our funds. The General Fund always needs your help to fund all our wonderful programs.  Please send your 
donations to our Treasurer:  Wendy Bill,  5404 Chelsea Cove North, Hopewell Junction, NY  12533.  
 
Jeff and Sandy Lash in memory of Jeanette Shapiro, mother of Beth Herschbein 
Wendy and Stuart Bill in memory of Jeanette Shapiro, mother of Beth Herschbein 
Lois Lang in memory of Dorris Lang, sister of Lois Lang  
 

2015 was a good year for Congregation Shir Chadash.  The following people made year-end donations so that we 
can continue our efforts and do more in 2016: 
Diane Light-Spiro   Jane Freeman Moore  Wendy and Stuart Bill   
Sandy and Jeff Lash   Susan Marcoe   Ginny and Robert Goff 
Helen and Al Brandonisi  Roberta Wiener  Miriam and Burt Gold   
Susan and Victor Feit  Roberta Schiff   Kezia Gleckman-Haymann 
 

Friday, March 04, 2016 Raymond Kerchman Father Marc Kerchman 

Friday, March 04, 2016 Miriam Kerchman Mother Marc Kerchman 

Friday, March 04, 2016 Seymour Ginsberg Father Ed Ginsburg 

Friday, March 11, 2016 Ruth Reich Aunt Diane Light-Spiro 

Friday, March 25, 2016 Vivian Rothman Aunt Michael Rothman 

Friday, March 25, 2016 Alfred Marr Father Bill Marr 

Friday, March 25, 2016 Max Bill Father Stuart Bill 

Oneg and Bagel Break Hosts 
 

Friday, March 4 Stacie and David Wogalter 
Saturday, March 5  Stacie and David Wogalter 
    Bat Mitzvah Hannah Wogalter 
Friday, March 11 TBA 
Saturday, March 12 Brian Hollander 
Friday, March 18 Sue Marcoe 
Friday, March 25 Lisa Roth and Richard Bordowitz  
    and the Hamantaschen Bakers   

 

 
  
  

 

  

Oneg Coordinator:  Suzanne Neil 
suzanneneil@mac.com  

845-559-3123 
Sharing Shabbat Bagel Organizers : 

 Sara Rothman 223-5925 
Stacie Wogalter 635-5101  

mailto:bills1989@msn.com
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Weather Cancellations Visit 
WWW.CANCELLATIONS.COM and 
WHUD RADIO 100.7. Friday evening 

SERVICES WOULD BE 
CANCELLED BY 5:00pm Sharing 
Shabbat WOULD BE 

CANCELLED BY 
7:00am 

Congregation Shir Chadash and Freedom Plains United Presbyterian Church are 

considering a second interfaith journey to Israel in 2016.  

  
Two years ago a group from both congregations experienced a moving and exciting trip together. 

Many people have asked that we do it again. It was a deeply moving experience, showing Jews 

parts of Israel that they never would have seen; and showing our Christian friends the Israel that is so 

dear to us. It was a deeply moving experience. Many of the travelers called it life changing.  

  

Now some of the "pilgrims" who traveled two years ago want to travel to Israel a 

second time. And some members of both congregations who did not come with 

us wish they had come the first time. In response to these requests we are exploring 

a second joint trip. Non-members who are interested in the trip are welcome too. 

The itinerary will be tailored to the needs of the group that is traveling.  

   

March Torah Readings 
 

March 4 and 5 Vayak'hel  
Exodus 35:1-38:20  
Bat Mitzvah Hannah Wogalter 

March 11 and 12 Pekudei  
Exodus 38:21-40:38  
D’var Torah Lindsey Turner 

March 18 and 19 Vayikra  
Leviticus 1:1-5:26  
 
 
March 25 and 26 Tzav  
Leviticus 6:1-8:36  

Sunday, March 20 
10:00am-12:30pm 

Gold’s Gym 
Tittusville Road, Lagrangeville 

Wendy Bill 
bills1989@msn.com 

845-227-7236 
Volunteers needed to  

“man” our table 

http://torahportions.org/this-portion.html?portion=Vayak%27hel
http://torahportions.org/this-portion.html?portion=Pekudei
http://torahportions.org/this-portion.html?portion=Vayikra
http://torahportions.org/this-portion.html?portion=Tzav
mailto:bills1989@msn.com
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          brings you “a new song” 
 

Calendar 5776 (2015-2016) 
 

Kabbalat Shabbat Services start Friday evening September 11th at 7:30 pm 
Sharing Shabbat starts Saturday morning, September 12th at 9:00 am 

 

 All are welcome! 
 

SATURDAY MORNING SHARING SHABBAT 9:00AM 
 
  September 12 and 19              January 9 and 23 

  October 3 and 17                                              February 6 and 20 
  November 7 and 21                                March 5 and 12 
  December 5 and 12                                 April 2 and 16 
         May 7 and 21 
 

SPECIAL DATES: 
 

Sunday September 13th Erev Rosh Hashanah 8:00 pm 

Monday September 14th Rosh Hashanah 10:00 am 

Family Rosh Hashanah Celebration Service 3:00 pm 

Tuesday September 22nd Kol Nidre 8:00 pm 

Wednesday September 23rd Yom Kippur 10:00 am 

Study and Panel Discussion 12:30 pm 

Yom Kippur Family Service 2:00 pm 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Yizkor/Concluding Services from  3:00 pm to BreakFast 

Friday September 25th Family Sukkot Shabbat 7:30 pm 

Friday October 2nd Family Simchat Torah Shabbat 7:30 pm 

Saturday October 3rd Bar Mitzvah of Mason Moskowitz at 10:30 am 
Friday October 23rd Musical Shabbat -Songs of the Brit-Entering into the Covenant 

Friday December 11th “Light Up the Night” Family Chanukah Service 7:30 pm 

Saturday January 23rd Tu B’Shevat Seder 

Saturday March 5th Bat Mitzvah of Hannah Wogalter at 10:30 am 

Friday March 25th  Purim Shabbat 7:30 pm 
Friday April 15th Joint Service at Temple Beth-El led by Hebrew School Students  

Friday April 22nd Passover First Seder (no Kabbalat Shabbat service) 

Friday May 6th Joint Service with Temple Beth-El led at Shir Chadash by Hebrew School Students  

Friday May 13th  Yom Haatzma’ut Shabbat 7:30 pm 

Saturday May 21st Bat Mitzvah of Ashley Kaswer at 10:30 am 

Saturday June 11th Tikkun Leil Shavuot with Temple Beth-El 
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Board of Trustees 
2015-2016 

 
President    Victor Feit 
Vice President    Jane Freeman Moore 
Secretary     Roberta Schiff 
Treasurer    Wendy Bill 
Immediate Past President    Michael Rothman  
Trustee    Stacie Wogalter 
Trustee    Bill Anshen 
Trustee    Ellen Rand 
Trustee    Adam Belok   

 
Clergy 

Rabbi Daniel Polish 
Cantor Gail Hirschenfang 

Rabbi Emeritus Leonard A. Schoolman 

Win/Win With Groceries UPDATE! 
 
Join us in an easy fund-raising effort that will fit right into your weekly grocery trip.  Just buy grocery 
GIFT CARDS from Shir Chadash.  This is how it works: Buy gift cards in $25 increments from Shir 
Chadash.  Choose Hannaford, ShopRite, Adams Fairacre Farms or Stop & Shop. When Shir Chadash 
has accumulated $1,000 per store, you get your cards A percentage of the money you send comes back 

to Shir Chadash Use PayPal to place your order – you can use a credit card even if you 
don’t have a PayPal account. Www.shir-chadash.org 
 
Turn around time depends on you...the quicker I have complete orders, the quicker the 
cards come in.  And you do not have to be a member of Shir Chadash to participate.  Call 
or email me with any questions.  Please order your cards now……..  

Wendy Bill 
227-7236 

bills1989@msn.com 

Shir 
Chadash 
Gift Card 
Purchase 

http://www.shir-chadasah.org
mailto:bills1989@msn.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=PcwqqlpaCvZGyM&tbnid=ITYKg834LFvLFM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hostmerchantservices.com%2Fgift-cards-loyalty%2Fleverage-gift-cards-to-grow-your-business%2F&ei=rz7lUt
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
 

B’not 
Mitzvah 

Class 
6:30pm 
FPUPC 

2 3 4 
 

Kabbalat 
Shabbat  
7:30PM 

5 

Sharing 
Shabbat  
Tots & 

Everyone 
9:00am 

Bat Mitzvah 
Hannah 

Wogalter 

6 7 8 
 

 

9 
 

B’not 
Mitzvah 

Class 
6:30pm 
FPUPC 

10 11 
 

Kabbalat 
Shabbat  
7:30PM 

12 
 

Sharing 
Shabbat  
Tots & 

Everyone 
9:00am 

13 14 
 

Board 
Meeting 
7:00pm 
FPUPC 

15 
 

B’not 
Mitzvah 

Class 
6:30pm 
FPUPC 

16 17 18 

Kabbalat 
Shabbat  
7:30PM 
Lay-Led 

Jeff & Sandy 
Lash, Lisa 

Roth 
D’var Torah 

Robbie 
Schiff 

 

19 

20 

Purim 
Carnival 

Gold’s Gym 
10:00-12:30 
Wendy Bill 

bills1989@msn.com 

845-227-7236 

21 22 
 

B’not 
Mitzvah 

Class 
6:30pm 
FPUPC 

(Lay-Led) 

23 24 25 
 

Kabbalat 
Shabbat  

Purim 
Spiel!!  

7:30PM 

26 

27 28 29 
 

B’not 
Mitzvah 

Class 
6:30pm 
FPUPC 

30 31 1  
 

Kabbalat 
Shabbat  
7:30PM 

2 

Sharing 
Shabbat  
Tots & 

Everyone 
9:00am 

mailto:bills1989@msn.com

