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Topics
• Roofing industry market conditions

• CERTA program updates

• Ignition temperature research

• Code developments

• Contractor‐reported problems

• Questions
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NRCA Industry Issue Update: 
Roofing Material Shortages 
and Price Volatility

Link

Professional Roofing
February 2022

Link
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CERTA program updates
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2,650 Trainers

41,500 Applicators
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Revisions to the CERTA practices

• Implementation of a job hazard analysis specific to torching 
operations

• Update to the current edition of The NRCA Roofing Manual

– Torching over wood roof decks is no longer recommended

– Guidance for torching over wood decks is provided for when 
necessary

• Clarification to incidental torching guidance

The revisions will be provided to all CERTA Trainers

and will be implemented via CERTA’s re‐authorization process
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MRCA/NRCA ignition temperature research
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ASTM D1929, “Standard Test 
Method for Determining Ignition 
Temperature of Plastics”

ASTM D1929 results
Sample Test result

Extruded polystyrene 865 F

HD polyiso with glass facer 865 F

Wood fiberboard 875 F

Polyiso with coated glass facer 895 F

Perlite board 905 F

Expanded polystyrene 910 F

Polyiso with cellulose/glass facer 920 F

Cellular glass with facer 965 F

Mineral fiber board 1,040 F

Gypsum‐fiber board Greater than 1,740 F

Gypsum board with coated fiberglass facer Greater than 1,740 F

Cellular glass (no facer) Greater than 1,740 F
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Some known roof application temperatures

Mopping bitumen:

• EVT:  375 F to 455 F (typ.)

• Flash point:  525 F (min.)

Hot‐air welding:

• Equipment settings up to 600 C (1,112 F)

Torch application:

• Blue flame:  3,596 F

• Yellow/orange flame:  1,800 F

“Preliminary” recommendations

• When hot‐air welding or torching roofing products, realize 
the relative differences in ignition temperatures of various 
insulation substrates

• Share this information/concept with field workers

19

20



Low slope: Update on roofing industry technical issues September 27‐29, 2022

112022 RCAT/MRCA Roofing Conference & Expo

Code developments

2021 I‐codes
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Contractor‐reported problems

Questions… and other topics
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