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Announcements
Prelude

“On the Wind of Spirit” by Mark Hayes

Call to Worship

Pat Shearer

One: We come together as a community of faith.
We have gathered to listen and speak with our God.
All: God has invited us to this moment of meeting.
May we enter with anticipation and wonder.
One: We share in a new covenant of promise and hope.
Our spirits have been set free for worship and praise.
All: We come with boldness to encounter our Creator.
We assemble here, eager to receive transformation.
One: In the presence of God our fears melt into reverence and praise.
In the mercy of God our failures become opportunities for learning.
All: Together we exalt God’s great and holy name.
Together we share in the glory of God’s life.
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Hymn:

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

Gathering Prayer

NCH 1

Pat Shearer

Great and holy God, we worship you in awe and humility. You have revealed you glory to us
in Jesus Christ, yet often we fail to comprehend your ways. Transforming Light, shine upon
us today to illumine the shadowed areas of our lives. Let us hear your word with an awe that
moves us to listen with our whole being. Change us from one degree of glory to another, so
that we may respond to your truth not just on the mountaintop, but also in the valleys where
you call us to serve. Amen.

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, reign without end. Amen, amen.
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Scripture
Exodus 34:29-35

Pat Shearer

This passage follows the events around the idolatry of the ‘golden calf’, in which Moses destroys
the stone tablets in condemnation of Israel. Earlier in this chapter, in conjunction with the promise
to replace the tablets that Moses had destroyed, God further explains that not only is “God merciful
and faithful, God is also a God of justice. The tablets are replaced, the covenant is renewed, and
three national feasts are established to solidify Israel’s relationship with God and with each other.
When Moses’s face shines at the end of this story (today’s reading), it is an affirmation of the
renewal of the covenant and Moses distinct place as God’s servant and leader of Israel. Moses uses
the veil whenever God’s word is communicated, unveiling himself (being open and receptive)
before God to receive instruction and unveiled (open, honest and trustworthy) before the people
when declaring God’s word.
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Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two tablets of
the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been
talking with God. 30 When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining,
and they were afraid to come near him. 31 But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of
the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. 32 Afterward all the Israelites came
near, and he gave them in commandment all that the LORD had spoken with him on Mount
Sinai. 33 When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; 34 but whenever
Moses went in before the LORD to speak with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out; and
when he came out, and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, 35 the Israelites would see
the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face
again, until he went in to speak with him.
Luke 9:28-36

Rosemary Dawson

Matthew, Mark and Luke all place the story of the transfiguration immediately after Peter’s
confession of Jesus as the Messiah and Jesus’ first prediction of the passion. This gives the
transfiguration a strategic importance parallel to Jesus’ baptism. In both events Jesus receives God’s
confirmation as the Son of God and his role as Messiah. Here there is an additional emphasis that
the passion to come is according to God’s purpose. The presence of three disciples emphases that
now the followers of Christ are enlightened to this revelation.
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Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went
up on the mountain to pray. 29 And while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and
his clothes became dazzling white. 30 Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to
him.
31
They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at
Jerusalem. 32 Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had
stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. 33 Just as they were leaving
him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. 34 While he was saying this, a
cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. 35 Then from
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the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” 36 When the voice had
spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and, in those days, told no one any of the things
they had seen.
Special Music

Sermon

“There is Power in the Blood,” by Lewis E. Jones. Arr. by Phillip Keveren

Mountains and Valleys

Do any of you have a bucket list? You know, those things you would like to do before you ‘kick the
bucket’? Surprisingly, Greg seems to have discovered something for his bucket. He wants to get in
good enough shape to be able to hike with me. And just a few days ago, at the age of 65, he joked
that we would climb Mt Everest. Except it’s no joke. In 2012 Tamae Watanabe summitted Everest at
the age of 73. In 2007 Phil Michael climbed it with a robotic aortic value. In 2006 Mark Inglis
summitted the climb on 2 artificial legs. And in 2001 Erik Weihenmayer summitted Everest blind.
All these people and more followed their passion, making an amazing journey up that mountain
regardless of apparent limits and expectations.
In scripture today we hear the story of another journey up a mountain. And like those who summit
Everest Jesus was following his passion. In the middle of a very busy and very successful ministry
Jesus has chosen to take his three closest companions up an unknown mountain. But his passion
was not to set a world record or to attempt some great exploit. Rather, it seems he was taking his
disciples on a spiritual retreat. Jesus went with that very intention- to pray, to seek God and
engage God, not just for his busy ministry but for his passion.
And it was while he was praying God’s majesty not only filled him but was revealed to those who
were praying with him. Even though Peter, James and John had come to realize and claim Jesus as
the Messiah, now they saw his glory. And with him they also saw two other men known to have met
God on a mountain. Moses who received the law and covenant at Sinai, and Elijah the prophet who
found new hope and direction when he encountered God at Horeb.
It must have been a tremendously powerful moment because Peter wanted to build three shelters
there, not to ‘stay put’ but to acknowledge the sacred event, just as his ancestors had built
memorials to remember their Exodus. And like the story of the Exodus, they were encompassed by
God’s glory and heard God’s word. They hear the truth Jesus heard at his baptism. God proclaims to
them “This is my beloved Son, my Chosen One”. This is the Messiah, God’s Holy One, the center
of the covenant and the source of the promise.
And they also hear God’s clear command to them - “Listen to him.” That seems strange to me
‘Listen to him. Aren’t these Jesus’ disciples? Haven’t they traveled with Jesus for years, heard all
his sermons and even had private lessons? What do they need to hear? Well, it seems they missed
what Jesus had said to them when Peter declared he was the Christ. And they also seemed to miss
Jesus’ conversation with Moses and Elijah, that “they spoke of his departure, which he was about to
accomplish at Jerusalem.” And that doesn’t seem to make much sense. Until you realize that
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literally, they are talking about Jesus’ Exodus. With the glory of God surrounding them Jesus,
Moses and Elijah were wrestling with the challenge of God’s vision for his creation and his
awesome mission for his Son- the crucifixion that was awaiting Jesus in the city of God.
Perhaps that is why Jesus went to this mountain to pray. Perhaps he needed to meet with God yet
again, to find direction like Moses on Sinai, and courage like Elijah on Horeb; to reaffirm his
baptismal call and feel again the weight of glory. Because from there Jesus comes down into the
valley, and makes his way to Jerusalem; and to an exodus that will lead his people out of slavery to
sin and into the new kingdom of God, just as God had designed so long ago. And perhaps this is
why the disciples were there too. Because they also needed to see the glory of Christ so that they
would have the strength to follow him, to stand below the hill of Calvary and trust in God’s holy
purposes even when they did not see it clearly. Perhaps they needed those moments so that they
could see, not just Christ’s glory, but the world’s need, and answer the call to “take up your cross
and follow me.”
Isn’t that what all of Jesus’ disciples really need? We may not have scaled mountains, or had a
sacred encounter, (few of us ever do), but all of us need hope and strength, and a vision to live by.
We need to see Jesus' divinity shining through his humanity. And we need to know that God is able
to fill our ordinary lives with heavenly purpose, so that his glory can shine through our service. That
is what it means to be a disciple of Christ. We need an inspiring vision and a clear call, so that we
can accomplish God’s purposes for us, in our lives and in our community.
We have been on a journey with God, throughout our lives, seeking to be faithful to God’s call. And
we have diligently sought to discern where God is now inviting us to follow Christ in service here
in Northfield. In a few minutes we will be taking that next step of the journey, to hear and respond
to the possibilities that lay before us. It is a mission rooted in a vision of God’s heart and seeks to
embody God’s ways, so that all people can know the goodness and glory of God.
I think it would make a great bucket list. How about you?
Amen.
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*Hymn

We Thank Thee, Lord

6

PH 421

Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People
Holy, Glorious God, we thank you and praise you for all your goodness to us. We thank you for
Jesus Christ, who embodied your glory, revealed your truth, and fulfilled your will for the sake of
the world. We thank you also for your Spirit who, for your glory, opens our eyes to the wonders of
your grace, fills us with awe, and directs us in your service.
And so we pray for your church and for this congregation. May we sense your presence with us,
hear your truth, and respond with faith and hope. Grant us a clear vision for our ministry, and the
strength so see it through, so that all people may know your goodness and grace. We pray for our
world and all its leaders. Grant them a clear vision of your will for peace and guide them with
wisdom as they seek to fulfill your purposes in bringing justice and blessing to all people. We pray
also for all you need your care today. Grant your healing touch to the ill, you comforting presence to
the burdened, and your refreshing aid to the needy. We especially lift up… and we thank you for…
We exalt you, Awesome God, for your majesty and power, faithfulness and grace, revealed to us
though Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray…
The Lord’s Prayer
Choral Response

Remember Me

Offering
God’s glory is revealed in the face of Christ. God’s wonders are extolled by all who have
encountered his grace. Our offerings are a token of our worship and a witness of our lives.
May this service enliven a new vision among us, and empower a fresh ministry in our world.
Let us dedicate our gifts in faith.
We glorify you, O God, through these gifts and our lives. May they be used to reveal your glory in
ways which proclaim Jesus as your chosen and beloved Son and transform the world in the light of
your kingdom. Amen.
Doxology

(choose the one that is best for your faith)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below,
praise him above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God for all that Love has done; Creator, Christ and Spirit One. Amen
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*Hymn

Be Now My Vision

NCH 451
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*Common Commission
Let us go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage, holding fast to that which is
good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the faint-hearted, supporting the weak,
helping the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord, and rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
* Benediction
Go now into the world
and may the God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," shine in our hearts to give us the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 2 Corinthians 4:6, adapt.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen.
Postlude

“The Solid Rock,” by William B. Bradbury. Arr. by Mark Hayes

*****
music provided by Chris Harris and Lynne Walker
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