u"u'u'mrif;i of Bass
2 Bill Rich

Kevin Brooks tells the story of the influential blues bassist
Bill Rich, who currently plays with legendary guitarist 1a)
Mabhal, and whose long career has included jamming with

Jimi Hendrix and influencing Jaco Pastorius.

as miusic in the blood
in your family?
Yed, Imaiel vat crinitely

in the bioad, My dad plyyed a
mean NArmoOneCa; MotMng Soricas,
just-a hobby, My mam would
somelimd= drag us 1o Church on
Sundays where she tang gospel
and sounded pretly nocd What

GOt the Ball roling wes ey brather,
Herh, He staned pand lesons
Aopears okd, My uster Cargd sang,
my beothér Bob song and plined
percussan, and | ended up viath

a guetar in my hands, Ve sat
acound the house plning mirkd
together and after a wivde iy dad
kelped Herb and Eob put 1ogether
a band. | calied The Senven
Wonders Cormbo and was fun, bt
2 Iot of hard worlke | wanted 1o go
play with the other kids but they
rrdde me sty 3t home ang do the
boneg stuf? boe peactoe and leam

songs!

\Why did you change to electric
basga?

Wl somehowy | ended up

arth thi doubhie nedk orinlar, a
factro which had the guitar
top and the bass on the

Bill Rich

The Blues and Beyond

“I would listen to these bass players, and the
sound would shake my whole body. | liked

bottorm. | stariod focin
with the bass neck |
thrse night Sl -
dad had 10 oo with me becase

b wwasn ™t okd enough 1o be there

= a0t 1 woukd lsten 10 Rt bass
players, and the sound would
nabie iy whoke Body. | sked that
iy wre Good but they were

not playing it the way | thaught i

Wy Aaroiand
s o ay

Of Comurse oy

Who were your catly
Influences? | gather you met
James Jamerson wha | presume
must rank up there?

Crigutar it win Chuck Beery,
Lonnie Mack and Duane Eddy

When | staried pliving bass, the

LI.LH_r_ il 4 1l’l .l.ll-l.rn.. i 1r“|.
wasn't a few ypears

Matenan ok sl the

thaie @i 10iC Dyt Carme i
bang. To me, Jame= Jamarson,
the Bass playes on aimost al the
parly recoedings for Matown, put
Dt on he mMap. Hs
style Caught evenoodys altenbon

Thee el

eapotaly mind. | loinsd thi ywoay e
plansid theogh the changes; thal

weary ool | met him when |

was domg the gg i LA a1 the
Persian Room on Crenthiny Stree!
lamas Godeon, a good Tnend

af mine and a drummes for the
Watts 103rd Rriythen 51 Band, toid
hims we thould haok up and then
browgh hem down 20 the gag. |

d 10wt fum Sthing
théne chedking ma out, what a
rush] W'e had a very inferesiing
rornrulion about musss, the

ng
FaN]
Beul Mt heard 1T the way b put
it. It chanoad my whole outlook
on bfe. Of maybe he pst put it
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rraursat Dudaness, 2040 pigt
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What was your first bass?
When | finaly started playing bass
fudl-2me | bowght this cheap Bans

thai looked bkp a Fondor Jazz
but was neally made in Japan and
only stamped "Made in the USA

| bodiesm it was a €onrad
the e off the head of the Lupss
T was spacial and playng a bass
whith o name on i worked for
e fioe et | was doing. Back
e thas instrurmns
thie plarer, Some dpdes had the
ke Fender or

| peiserhing!

didn't meke

o of the line gear

Gibson, and itil wearen™l plining

up 1o that bevel

You spent a Tew years touning
wath The Whispers and then
made it into The Buddy Miles
Express, That st have been
an exciting development in

VOUT Carcer.

I v Do) Qg wath Thio

Vitiipars in Ooaklan

A huaesg Al the ¢
wddh & e rebebars
of qroups lice San
Do, Shy and

el a new Fender e Bass

recorded the Buddy Mides

Abtum and hd the road

What's your association with

Jimi Hendrix?

I first el hire in WO
fi VSES. O first gig
Buddy Mides Expreis wa

Whetky A-Go-Go. hWan

Gt Lhe

everybody




