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"The Zamzama Cannon," one of the seven hundred cannons built in
Ahmad Shah Abdali's era, used in Panipat Battles, currently displayed
outside the Lahore Museum and University in Pakistan.
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Preface

"Pashtoonwali and Afghan National History" first published
in 1992 and has since been republished multiple times in
different countries. Due to high demand and Afghanistan's
critical state, we are republishing the book that explains the
Pashtoon or Afghan codes of ethics. Some of these codes are
practiced in Pashtoon and non-Pashtoon areas within
Afghanistan and on the other side of the Durand Line. It is
important to understand Pashtoonwali and how scholars have
practiced it and elders for centuries to settle disputes, solve
social problems, address political, economic, and other
issues. In Pashtoonwali, representatives are elected by the
community to represent constituents and help solve problems
through dialogue at both the local and national level through
what is called jirga (council) at the local level and Loya Jirga
(Grand Council) at the National level. When Afghans ruled
India in the 17" century during the Abdali Empire, some of
these practices like jirga also introduced there to settle
disputes where they referred to it as Panchaiat, and it is still
practiced. Over 60 codes of ethics of Pashtoonwali are
explained in details that go back hundreds of years helping
address issues in a democratic way, and it is much older than
Western democracy. However, due to ethnic cleansing and
genocide of Pashtoons, systematic assassination of Pashtoon
figures, and trying to eliminate Pashtoonwali, new ideologies
have been introduced, forced, and have failed, such as
extremism, communism, and Western Democracy. This
book came under criticism from some elements, and at the
end of this book, all critiques and the responses by Mr. Naseer
Hoonar Pashtoon have been published. It would have been



wise for these elements to criticize the cultural genocide
taking place in Afghanistan instead, but unfortunately, they
spent their time and energy on attacking something that is part
of our country and culture. It will be wise for all Afghans,
especially the educated sector, to prevent foreign influence.
Foreign influence and interference is moving in at an
unbelievable rate in Afghanistan, and we all witness simple
changes like the clothing sold in bazaars, media programming,
changing of accents, the education system and disrespecting
our national leaders, the fathers of our nation. Although we
are not obligated to answer to such individuals because
Pashtoowali’s roots are much stronger and have historical
roots and with high principles as it are practiced by millions
of people, we have decided to add a section for the younger
generations to understand and be prepared to be able to defend
such criticism with logic and historical facts. On that note, |
would like to thank Mr. Naseer Hoonar Pashtoon for his effort
to respond, and we have published this in the back of this
book. My thanks are also extended to Zalmai Pashtoon for his
assistance with editing.

This is one of many books written by my late father,
Qudratullah Haddad Farhad, who wrote for over 60 years and
had deep understanding of Afghan Culture, history, and
politics. During the sixties and seventies, many new
ideologies and political parties were formed, but Ghulam
Mohammed Farhad, the founder of Afghan Millat and Haddad
Sahib along with a group of Afghan Patriots promoted and
emphasized nationalist ideas and figures. As a nation, we
must look back at our history, culture, language in order to
survive the current situation where our country is surrounded
by major powers who want to eliminate our culture and



corrupt our society. We encourage the younger generations,
who understand the codes of Pashtoonwali, to research on this
further. We will recover from wars and all the casualties but
not from the loss of culture, traditions, and values if we are
not careful. Afghanistan will get out of this situation since this
is not the first time we are going through difficult times, but
unfortunately, it comes with a price that puts us centuries
behind. The countries that we ruled once are now directly
interfering in our internal affairs. During the cold war, people
around the world from America, Europe, to Asia were living
in fear, but it was the Afghans who sacrificed millions of
lives, accepted hundreds of thousands of orphans and widows,
and were left with a destructed nation. Because of the Afghan
sacrifice, new countries emerged on the world map. After the
defeat of the Soviets, the major thing Afghanistan’s neighbors
feared was the courage and charisma of the Afghans, and if
the hundreds of thousands of Mujahideen and the professional
Army that was left behind by the communist regime with the
latest technology would have united, Afghanistan would have
had the potential to be a regional power, and the neighbors
feared that. By arming different factions and fueling the civil
war and cultural genocide, those who interfere wanted to
eliminate the nation as a whole. With the new government in
2001, innocent lives were again lost and former warlords were
not brought to justice but instead were given high profile
government positions. Some people were hopeful but then
again the system of Loya jirga was used to the advantage of
non-Afghans and on the day of the jirga, former King Zahir
Shah was sidelined. We may see some progress with
reconstruction, education, and economy, but unfortunately, it
is not long term. One of theimportant things for any
government to survive is justice, and that is something we



lack. If a chance is given to the Afghans by forming a true
Loya jirga and true nationalists take part, a strong national
government can be formed free of warlords, drug lords, and
white-collar criminals holding foreign passports while
supposedly serving the Afghan government. When foreign
countries claim they are nation building, they only do so for
their own interests and what happens to the people of that
country or the future means very little to them. Let us turn
back our history and focus on our way of solving our dispute
and focus on education. We have enough people with talent
and expertise outside of Afghanistan who really want to work
towards the stability and advancement of Afghanistan. As
Mirwais Neka stated: "The people of talent and knowledge
live not only in big palaces and big houses; people of talent
and knowledge also resides in our mountains and deserts." A
chance needs to be given to those who made sacrifices for the
freedom of the country, the true Mujahideen who shed blood
for the freedom and dignity of the country and are out of the
picture, forgotten. We Afghans have something unique and
priceless, and that is courage and charisma. What we need is
to work towards education and work towards a united,
independent, politically and militarily strong nation like our
forefathers Mirwais Neka and Ahmad Shah Baba once had for
us.

Wali Haddad Farhad
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