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From the Pastor’s Desk
Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in my house, and
thus put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts; see if I will not open the windows of
heaven for you and pour down for you an overflowing blessing. – Malachi 3:10
Commitment Sunday, October 8. “So now, O Israel, what does the Lord your God
require of you? Only to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to
serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the
commandments of the Lord your God and his decrees that I am commanding you
today, for your own well-being” (Deuteronomy 10:12-13). As we approach Commitment
Sunday, this is THE question we must ask ourselves, “… what does the Lord your God
require of you?” I have tried to lay out over the last several weeks a basic
understanding of Christian stewardship, the role of the tithe, and the importance this
is to our walk as disciples of Jesus Christ. Now it is time to consider what this means
for you. What is the Holy Spirit leading you to do according to God’s Word?
On Commitment Sunday, we are asking you to please bring your pledge card as we
make our commitments to the Lord’s work through Westminster Presbyterian Church. Together, let us put God to the
test, so as a fellowship of believers we can know the faithfulness of God.
Pastor Nominating Committee. The end is near! Not in an apocalyptic sense, but the work of the PNC is nearing an end.
Let me share with you something of the process. Once the PNC has decided on a candidate for pastor and the position
has been oﬀered and accepted, the action moves into the arena of our “corporate bishop,” the Presbytery of
Mississippi. Once the candidate is interviewed and the Terms of Call approved by the Committee on Ministry, the way is
clear for the PNC to request from Session a congregational meeting to vote on calling a pastor. At some point the
candidate is also examined on the floor of Presbytery. At the congregational meeting the PNC can make its report and
final recommendation, at which time the congregation will vote. The ultimate thing to know is that God is at work in all
of this. So, pray for the PNC, the candidate, and for Westminster Church that God’s perfect will is known.

Blessings,

Mike

Beginning in November
You newsletter submissions are welcomed at any
time. However, in an effort to ensure consistency
and that your newsletter reaches you in a timely
manner, submissions received after the 25th day of
the month will have to be pushed to the next month's
newsletter (e.g. a submission received on 10/26 will
not be seen until December newsletter).
www.westminster-hattiesburg.com

Wes Brooks, Editor
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A Word From the Director of Discipleship
One of the great things about being a part of Westminster are all the
opportunities we have to volunteer our time and talents. The Youth and
Children Ministry Teams are currently looking for volunteers to chip in and
help out with the programing for our young people. Katie Ginn heads up the
Children’s Ministry Team and Susan Turner chairs the Youth Ministry Team.
These two groups work closely with Amy to make sure that our children and
youth are developing spiritually and relationally. One of the signs of a
vibrant and healthy church is the strength of its intergenerational ministry,
and Westminster has been making strides towards growing in that area.
From the intergenerational crawfish boil in the Spring to the New
Beginnings/Youth/Children Bonfire and Cookout at the Haydel’s house in
Petal, Sunday, October 22, at 5:00 p.m., Westminster is growing its
intergenerational ministry. Volunteering with the children and teen agers is
another way for us all to strengthen intergenerational ministry at
Westminster. There is obviously a need for meals to be provided throughout
the year on Sunday nights, but we are also looking for volunteers to come
and participate during the meetings. One of the most important things the
church can do for its young people is to help them develop strong relationships with other members in the church! Too
often the children and youth are viewed as “the church within the church.” But we are all one, big, family! If you are
interested in helping out with our kids, please reach out to Amy, Katie, Susan, or me, and we will get you plugged in.
We will soon be oﬀering “training” sessions on serving as youth and children volunteers. We have an awesome group
of kids in this church, and they need YOU!
Wednesday night dinners have resumed! Kid’s choir and programs for kids and youth follow dinner. The adults will be
staying in Montague Hall as Mike will be leading us through a study based on Richard Foster’s Streams of Living Water.
Foster explores the the six dimensions of faith and practice that define Christian tradition. He examines the unique
contributions of each of these traditions and oﬀers as examples the inspiring stories of faithful people whose lives
defined each of these “streams."
Bread Breakers is a unique opportunity oﬀered by the folks of the Belonging Committee designed for you to get to
know the members of your church around a dinner table. Beginning in October, be looking in the Narthex for a sign up
sheet. Write your name and contact information, and wait for the Belonging Committee to contact you. Groups will be
put together randomly, and once formed, the groups will go out to eat together once a month. It is a fun and exciting
way to have fellowship and strengthen relationships. Plus, the food is usually pretty good, too!
The New Beginnings group will meet twice in October. Our monthly luncheon will be held Monday, October 16th, at
noon in Montague Hall. Our speaker will be Robert Hays, Jr. from the Presbyterian Church USA Foundation. Robert will
be speaking to the group about leaving a legacy. As usual, please RSVP to me so there will be enough food to go
around!
The following Sunday afternoon at 5:00 p.m., the Haydel’s will be hosting the New Beginnings/Youth, Kids and Families
Bonfire and Cookout. The Haydel’s live at 45 Moss Lane in Petal. We did this last year, and everyone had a blast! If for
no other reason, make plans to come to watch Jeﬀ light the bonfire—it was quite an adventure last year!
Trunk or Treat is approaching quickly! Mark your calendars, get your decorations ready, and pick out your costumes
because the annual Trunk or Treat at Westminster is set for Wednesday, October 25th. The Men of the Church will cook
burgers and dogs, the Deacons will provide the sides, and the congregation is invited to park their decorated cars in
the back parking lot for the kids to trunk or treat! This has proven to be one of the most enjoyable nights for our church
family, so please plan to be there!
As always, there is definitely a place for you to get plugged in at Westminster. I hope to see you around the church
house!
Blessings,

Tommy
www.westminster-hattiesburg.com
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As you can see from the photos,
Westminster’s PW was well
represented at the Presbytery’s Fall
Cluster meeting in September. We
enjoyed fellowship on the road, and
during the meeting, which was
hosted very graciously by the ladies
of First Trinity Presbyterian Church in
Laurel.
There will be three more
opportunities in the coming months
for us to meet with other PW groups.
On January 12-13 the Winter Retreat
will take place at St. Mary of the
Pines in Chattawa, MS. This
overnight event offers sessions that
focus on a spiritual theme along with
opportunities for fellowship. On
March 10, Fondren Presbyterian
Church in Jackson will host the 30th
Annual Gathering of PW. The
Presbytery PW Coordinating Team
will plan a lovely way to celebrate this
milestone. For the first time in several
years, the AL/MS Women’s
Conference will be hosted close
enough that many of us can attend.
Briarwood Presbyterian Church in
Jackson will be the location for our
Presbytery’s invitation to PW
members from all of Alabama and
Mississippi on June 13-15, 2018.
It may seem that these dates are far
away. However, women’s lives can
become very busy. The time will be
here before we know it. Let’s be sure
that there are plenty of Westminster
members taking part in these special
PW events by saving the dates on the
calendar, attending, if you are able,
and praying for the spiritual growth of
all who participate.
www.westminster-hattiesburg.com

These ten members of Westminster's Presbyterian Women attended the
Presbytery PW Cluster meeting held at First Trinity Presbyterian church on
September 16th.

Jeanne Herring introduced Tay Baucum, the speaker for the New Beginnings
Luncheon. The program featured information about courses and seminars
oﬀered by the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at USM.

Several luncheon guests greeted Tay Baucum, speaker for the September
New Beginnings Luncheon.

Wes Brooks, Editor
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Presbyterian Women Pancake Breakfast
On Sunday, September 24th, Presbyterian Women invited the entire church family to breakfast in
observance of the denomination's Thank Offering. Received annually, the Thank Offering provides
up to $50,000 for projects that assist women, children and communities in the USA and abroad.
This year's grant recipients will use funds received to address issues of hunger, addiction,
homelessness, and elder care. International projects will provide medical services, nutrition
programs, education and vocational training.
Since its inception over 100 years ago, millions of dollars from this offering have been
disseminated to assist people in their daily lives, giving the donors an opportunity to express
thanks to God for His abundant blessings.

Ladies from each circle prepared a breakfast buﬀet for everyone in the church family.

www.westminster-hattiesburg.com

Wes Brooks, Editor
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Children & Youth
OCTOBER 1
Youth: church supper then Laser Mania
5:00 p.m.
Join Presbyterians from across Mississippi on
November 4 to celebrate 200 years of shared history and
mission. Be inspired through God-honoring preaching
and worship; be enriched through a keynote address on
history and vision; be equipped for mission through
opportunities for Christian service; be joyful through
music and song. Presbyterians and Presbyterian
c o n g r e g a t i o n s f ro m a l l h i s to r i c P r e s b y t e r i a n
denominations in Mississippi are welcome at this
homecoming celebration as we look toward Christ, our
"hope for years to come." (Ps. 90)

OCTOBER 8
No Activity—Fall Break
OCTOBER 14
Parking Lot Fundraiser
2:30 p.m.
OCTOBER 15
Grades 3-5
4:15-5:30 pm
Youth
5:00-6:30 p.m.
OCTOBER 22
Prek—Youth and Parents Bonfire &
Cookout at the Haydel’s
5:00 p.m.
OCTOBER 28
Parking Lot Fundraiser
2:30 p.m.
OCTOBER 29
Fifth Sunday Fun (TBA)
Grades 3-5 & Youth
On Wednesday nights there are activities for
Children (grades K-5) and Youth (grades 6-12)
upstairs after supper. The children meet at 6:15
pm for choir practice until 6:40 pm followed by a
Bible study, craft, and/or game. The Youth also
meet for Bible study in the youth room.

10:00 a.m. Worship Service: Rev. Dr. David Jussely
(PCA)
Belhaven University Center for the Arts
835 Riverside Dr., Jackson, MS 39201
11:00 a.m. Keynote Address: Dr. Milton Winter (PCUSA)
Mississippi Presbyterian History and Its Future
Belhaven University Center for the Arts
835 Riverside Dr., Jackson, MS 39202
12:30 p.m. Complimentary Luncheon
Belhaven University Dr. Billy Kim Int. Center
1500 Peachtree St., Jackson, MS 39202
12:30-2:30 p.m. Campus Tours and Mission Fair
Belhaven University Dr. Billy Kim Int. Center
1500 Peachtree St., Jackson, MS 39202
3:00 p.m. Concert
Covenant Presbyterian Church (EPC)
4000 Ridgewood Rd., Jackson, MS 39211

College Ministry: On Wednesday nights at 7:30
p.m., Presbyterian Fellowship meets on the
second ﬂoor of Westminster for dessert, Bible
study, and fellowship. Come as you are and as you
are in your walk with Christ. All are welcome. If
interested, please contact Amy Ruff:
pfusm@yahoo.com or 601-310-2769.

www.westminster-hattiesburg.com

Wes Brooks, Editor

SEPTEMBER ATTENDANCE
SEPTEMBER 3

108

SEPTEMBER 10

150

SEPTEMBER 17

115

SEPTEMBER 24

113
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OCTOBER CALENDAR
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1
WORLD COMMUNION
SUNDAY
8:30 AM INVITING
COMMITTEE
9:30 AM SUNDAY
SCHOOL
10:30 AM Worship

2
10:00 AM Older Adult
Task Meeting

3
9:30 AM
Coordinating Team
Meeting
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

8
COMMITMENT
SUNDAY
9:30 AM SUNDAY
SCHOOL
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 Diaconate
12:30 Session

9

15
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship

Wednesday
4
4:30 PM
Administration
Meeting
5:30 PM Wednesday
Night Supper
7:00 PM Choir

Thursday
5
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s
12:00 PM ShareCare

Friday

Saturday

6

7
8:00-12:30 PM
ShareCare Garage
Sale

13

14

BREADBASKET WEEK
10
9:30 AM Circle 1
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study
7:00 PM Circle 2

11
5:30 PM Wednesday
Night Supper
6:00 PM Circle 3
7:00 PM Choir

12
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

16
12:00 PM New
Beginnings

17
11:00 AM PW Prayer
Ministry
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

18
5:30 PM Wednesday
Night Supper
7:00 PM Choir

19
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney's

20

21
9:00 AM Men of the
Church Breakfast

22
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
3:00 PM
Meistersingers
5:00 PM Youth/Parent
Cookout at Haydels

23

24
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

25
5:30 PM TRUNK OR
TREAT!
7:00 PM Choir

26
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney's

27

28

29
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship

30

31
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

9:00 AM
FIRST RESPONDERS
BREAKFAST
2:30 PM YOUTH
PARKING LOT
FUNDRAISER

2:30 PM YOUTH
PARKING LOT
FUNDRAISER

— NEWSLETTER NOTICE —
Newsletter submissions are always welcomed! However, in an effort to
ensure consistency and that your newsletter reaches you in a timely
manner, submissions received after the 25th day of the month will not
be included until the next month's newsletter (e.g. a submission
received on 10/26 will not be seen until the December newsletter).

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
1 Pam Dossett

14 Barbara Stallcup

16 Maggie Scheetz

22 Althea Jerome

10 Rachel Harris

16 Ren Crowell

17 Jimmy Garraway

22 Ruby Maul

12 Ashley Roberts

16 Don Norris, Jr.

19 Butch Nobles

28 Will Ruff
30 Dean Snellgrove

www.westminster-hattiesburg.com
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