NASSAU
BUSINESSMEN’S
ASSOCIATION

S

ince the first documented
settlement in the Nassau area
around 1760, businesses have
been part of the community. Crude
taverns, mills and general stores
provided for the basic needs of the
population. Later, lawyers, doctors
and undertakers followed along with
blacksmiths, ministers and butchers. In the pre-Civil War days, Nassau was the principal business center in Southern Rensselaer County.
While farming formed the basis of
the economy, Nassau’s strategic location linking highways from east
to west and north to south, contributed greatly to its growth.
Zoom ahead to the post-World
War 2 days and trouble was on the
horizon. In May 1959, just in time
for the summer travel season, the
Berkshire Spur section of the New
York State Thruway opened to traffic. Later named to honor past Governor Thomas E. Dewey, overnight
the volume of traffic using U.S.
Route 20 through Nassau dropped.
Local business owners reacted by
organizing The Nassau Businessmen’s Association the following
year.
In 1969 the group issued the
phone number reference guide pictured to the right. As noted in the
message at the bottom: “BOOST
Nassau – BUILD Nassau – BUY
Nassau.” It further continued:
“When you consider and take into
account the loss of your traveling
time, gasoline and wear of your car,
out-of-town shopping is far from a
worthwhile saving when your needs
and requirements can be obtained
here.”
The group was instrumental in
getting Nassau’s phone numbers
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Where Have All the Businesses Gone? This 1969 listing of local businesses shows
135 entries, all but 14 with the Nassau “766” telephone prefix. It was printed on
card stock and at 9 x 14 inches was intended to be placed near the telephone as
quick reference. (Please do not refer to the numbers listed here for emergencies.)

Pictured above from left to right: Dr. Herbert Dietrich - Nassau Veterinary Clinic, Joseph Hochberg - Millbrook Kitchens, founder and past president Michael V. Thoma - Thoma Tires, Albert W. Kie - Building Contractor, Maurice Steinberg - Nassau GLF
Supply and Rod Kerr - Rod Kerr Insurance. All of the men pictured served as Association presidents. Contrary to its name,
there was a women president - Mrs. Clara Parker of Parker Fuel Oil. In 1975 the group merged with the Southern Rensselaer
County Chamber of Commerce. Newspaper archives show the last mention of this new group only one year later.
in- cluded with those of the Albany metropolitan
area phone book, street lights at intersections and
road signs indicating “Nassau” at the intersection
of Route 9 and 20 in Schodack Center. They also
promoted and supported a annual holiday decoration contest, Halloween party for kids and during
the summer outdoor concerts in the parking lot
of the former Homestead Hotel. With most of the
members living in Nassau many were actively involved with local politics, youth activities and religious groups. It was truely supporting Nassau from
within.
As with many of the businesses the association
once represented, the association itself is now long
gone. Sadly the day of the owner-operated small
business with a strong sense of community spirit
has become the exception rather than the rule.
With 13 weekday busses, a late bus on Thursdays - for shopping in Alba-

ny and Saturday service, the 1969 schedule is far different than today’s
3 morning, 3 afternoon runs and no weekend service.

If you would like to share your Nassau stories and/or pictures contact us at info@nassau12123.com or telephone Mr. Vincent at 766-2291.
We would love to include your material in a future edition.

