We saddle up 


and head into the woods 



for  the first of 8 visions that Zechariah had 


3 months after receiving his calling 



to tell the people to draw near to God 



and God will draw near to them.  

Our text makes it difficult to hear clearly what the vision is saying, 


because the specificity of a Hebrew word is lost in the NIV translation. 

That being “Peace.” 


in verse 11, 

If we are hearing this usage 


as the Shalom peace, 



the vision is actually really disturbing.  

The whole world is where it needs to be, 


except for Jerusalem, 

so the Lord is really angry with the world 


and will restore Jerusalem and Israel.  

We can become less confused 


once we know that the peace spoken of here 



is not Shalom, 



but Shoqetet, 




the “absence of war.”  

The reason there was often a Shoqetet, 


was that war had just happened 



and one side was victorious.  


All opposing sides were crushed 



or surrendered 



or retreated 




so that they had no power to put up any resistance, 





for now.  

It is like how our elections are supposed to happen.  


Leading up to election day, 



there are all kinds of conflict, 



assertions, 



and challenges.  


After the votes have been cast, 



there is nothing more to be done.  

The losing party accepts defeat 


and begins planning for the next election cycle in 2-4 years.  

There will be conflict again, 


but for now, there is rest.

This is where we find the Persian Empire on November 24th, 


in the second year of Darius' reign.  

He has fully overcome all Babylonian and Egyptian armies 


and has military control over the land.  

The four horsemen,


 the image of which God uses the idea of again in Revelation, 



have ridden to the four corners of world.  

All found the same thing, 


everything is under the control of the Persian Empire.  

Under control, 


not necessarily at peace.  

Something like the book titled, 


“All is Quiet on the Western Front,” puts out there.  

In describing the life in the trenches during WWI, 


the author describes life that occurs in between the artillery fire and assaults, 



how life could go from all quiet and resting 




to chaos in an instant.  


For now, 



it is quiet, 



it is Shoqetet.  

As God's people, 


we are reminded by Jesus in the Beautitudes 



that Peace Keeping is not what we are called to do, 



but to be peace makers.  


We are to strive after Shalom.  

Not the type of life where everyone is doing what is right, 


because they will be punished otherwise.  

The Shalom where everyone is doing what is right, 


because justice is being carried out, 


well-being is possessed, 


and security is felt.  

Not just for those in leadership or power,


but by everyone, 



from the least to the greatest.

We have often settled for Shoqetet in this country.  


This last decade has been disturbing 



to have so many areas of Shoqetet revealed 



and then to have the uprising from it.  


Whether that was regarding racial equality and police brutality 



as the George Floyd and other protests made known.  


Or Sexual harassment and abuse 



as the “Me Too” movement revealed.  


Or democracy itself being vulnerable 



as the January 6 riots portrayed.  


Or our built in caste system that COVID demonstrated 



as we decided who was worth saving 



and who it was okay to endanger 




in our policies and actions toward COVID.  

All of these areas and more 


often rest in Shoqetet, 


but not Shalom.  

They are held in place by force, 


not because all is as God intended it.

We should not be okay with this.  

We should take comfort that God is not okay with this.  

We should take comfort that God is not letting these things slip under the radar.  


Like most governments do, 



there is at least a daily intelligence briefing. 


Here is what is happening in your Kingdom Lord, 



how do you want to respond?  

That is the reason why there are four horses, 


a number of completeness 



covering all areas of the earth.  


There is no where to hide from the view of the Lord.  



There is no wrong or atrocity 




that goes unnoticed.

That does not mean they do not happen however.  


Until final judgement, 



that is part of how God is administering justice on earth.  

Previous prophets made it clear 


that God was bringing his justice upon Israel and Judah 



through the process of Exile.  

There is always the delicate balance 


of what is enough to bring justice 


and what is too much?  

The Assyrians and Babylonians had met the minimum amount of judgment needed, 


no doubt.  

Babylon's conquering of the Assyrians 

and Persia's conquering of Babylonians 


made that clear.  

As the Angel Messenger makes clear in verse 12, 


the Persian's were nearing the too much threshold as well.

Jeremiah 25 introduced this 70 years of Exile in Babylon.  


Now, with Babylon gone, 



is not it time to go back to normal?  

Judah needs to go back to having their own King free and clear.  

The temple needs rebuilt, 


Jerusalem needs to again be the city of peace.  

Of these things that the people think are needed, 


one of them is not in the promises of God in this vision.  



That is to be independently ruled.  

Which may sound unfair to start out with, 


until we remember that God never wanted us to have a King besides himself 



to start out with.  


The people begged Samuel to ask for one 


and God warned them of the issues.  



But they wanted to be like the other nations.


This led them to exile.  

What is promised in this vision however, 


is mercy or compassion.  

God is promising to walk with them, 


to turn toward them, 


and begin the rebuilding process.  

God's house, 


the temple will be rebuilt.  

The measuring line being stretched out 


is not only a promise of rebuilding Jerusalem, 


but expanding Jerusalem.  

A measuring line is used for the planning phase of building, 


figuring how much room you have to work with and build upon.  



To plot out blocks and lots.  

God is not redeeming and growing Jerusalem.  

The goodness is not limited to just one city, 


but the land and the towns will overflow with prosperity.

We unfortunately know all too well what a devastated landscape looks like 


from images of war torn nations in print and media, 


and from personal experience.  

The scars of the landslides in Haines are still present 


and rockslides have affected our community recently.  

We need to take comfort that all of these are temporary 


and the Lord will again comfort these people and places.  

Never as quickly as we would like, 


but in God's time 



they will draw near to God 



and find that God has already drawn near to them.

As mentioned before, 


the right balance of justice is hard to find.  

Only the Lord knows for sure what will meet what is necessary 


and only the Lord was able to make that sacrifice for justice.  

But in this setting, 


before Jesus' coming and death, 



the nations were called to be an instrument of God's justice 



and they over stepped.  

We will hear more in the next vision what God plans to do about that.  

For now, 


we need to know how that left God feeling.  



That was angrier.  

God does not let these oversteps go unaddressed.  


So whenever we are called to bring about justice, 



whether that is at work, 



at home, 



or elsewhere, 


be cautious of how much justice you dish out.  

It is easy to get going 


and give out way more than is necessary.  

When we do, 


know that God was angry before, 


but is now angrier.  

The way that is more time consuming, 


but resulting in a better result of justice, 



is not to keep the peace, 



but to make peace.  

To not control the people through Shoqetet, 


but to bring about Shalom.  

So be working toward justice, 


security, 


and well-being for everyone.  

That last part is the hardest.  


What is best for everyone?  

We have struggled with this as parents, 


as believe it or not, 



our girls do not always get along with each other 


and sometimes play tug-a-war with a toy, 



doll, or book.  

To stop the yelling, 


I can just come take the toy 



and put it up.  

Then repeat in 20 minutes 


when they have found something else that initiates jealousy.  

Or we can take time to help them talk through what they are feeling, 


what would be fair, 



and how they might share the object.  

Just taking the object 


would give me an instant break from the squabbling.  

It would leave at least one child, 


if not both feeling unheard and sad, 



as they don't have something that was bringing them joy.  

Let us be bringers of Shalom peace, 


instead of keeping peace by force.  

That is how change will come about in our world, 


let us be instruments of it, 



so that the body of Christ can be rebuilt in this town 



and measuring lines drawn 




on how we might expand God's presence here in Skagway.

