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International Blues Challenge In Memphis

Special Performance at the 411 Club Saturday, January 18

Memphis, baby! For the second time (its first appearance there was in 20086), local blues legend
Seventh Son, which began performing in Kalamazoo in 1986, will seek one of the blues world’s most
prestigious awards at the 30th Annual International Blues Challenge, hosted by the Blues Foundation
from January 21-25, 2014, in Memphis, Tennessee.

Each year the Kalamazoo Valley Blues Association, which hosted its 20" Annual
Blues Festival in Kalamazoo in July, 2013, sponsors a local competition to select
an area band to represent the KVBA at the International Blues Challenge. The
IBC draws bands, performers, and fans from around the world, all seeking
recognition, camaraderie, and a good time. Musicians and attendees fill a variety
of clubs and performance venues around Memphis’ venerable and music-history-
laden Beale Street during a four-day extravaganza of every interpretation of blues
music one can imagine.

Seventh Son, which consists of founding members Dave Hunt (harmonica and lead vocals) and Steve
Kovach (drums and vocals), along with Scott Matteson (lead guitar), Dave Cleveland (keyboard and
vocals), Bill Hughes (bass), and John Blissard and Todd Jones (horns), has entertained audiences over
the years with a consistently eclectic mix of blues standards, r & b and swing favorites, and original
tunes. The popular and widely respected group will be performing the evening of Saturday, January
18, at Kalamazoo’s 411 Club, in a kick-off show before hitting the road early the next week for Memphis.

The 411 Club, located at the intersection of Westnedge Ave. and Willard St., first opened its doors in
August, 2008. One of the first national acts to take the stage at the new club was Chicagoblues giant
Magic Slim, who passed away in 2013. Since then, the 411 Club has hosted performances by every
KVBA contestant for the IBC, as well as countless local, regional and national names in the blues
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