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Fresh from the tank
Four Seasons partnership
one year strong
by NATASHA BARBER
STAFF WRITER

PIERZ — When Minnesotans hear there are salt-water shrimp being farmed in
the industrial park of Pierz,
they’ll undoubtedly ask the
question—do they taste the
same?
“No,” said Four Season
Shrimp Company co-owner
Kevin Smude. “They taste
way better.”
Smude conÀdently elaborated on the fact that the
shrimp grown with his partner Joel Fischer are Àrmer
and without the chemical
taste of blanched and frozen
store-bought shrimp.
“They’re Àrmer and
you’re not getting additional
Áavors. They’re fresh and
they’re really good,” he said.
After breaking ground
for their 6,000 square foot
building just over a year ago,
Fischer and Smude have a
PHOTO BY NATASHA BARBER
Kevin Smude, co-owner of Four Seasons Shrimp Company, tests water proÀles at the building in Pierz. Four Seasons sells few shrimp harvests under
their belts and are looking
farm-raised fresh shrimp to the public.

forward to their second public sale.
Shrimp in the United
States is a growing trend.
Americans eat an average
of four pounds of shrimp
a year, making it the number one consumed seafood
in the nation. According to
Consumer Reports, demand
has increased three-fold over
the last 35 years and with
shrimp being a low-calorie,
low-fat source of protein it
will continue to rise.
Four Season Shrimp
Co.’s owners grew up on
dairy farms in the Lastrup
area. After each serving two
tours in Iraq they returned
home and began looking for
business ideas which would
take them into retirement.
Suffering from health issues,
Smude knew he wanted to
Ànd an avenue which would
remain easy on his body
over the years.

Four Season
continued on pg. 2B

A sweet pastime
Schmitt dabbles in
maple syrup making

RICE – Jon Schmitt is a
man of many talents; from
gardening to beekeeping to
homemade brews, Schmitt
has done it all.
“My mom calls me
a professional hobbyist,”
Schmitt said. “I have a hobby for all seasons.”
To keep his time during
the dreary days of spring,
Schmitt has made maple
syrup over the past nine
years on his family’s 100cow dairy farm near Rice.
On March 31, he Ànished up his fourth and last
batch of the season.
The interest in making
maple syrup came about
when Schmitt was a sophomore in high school.
“Actually, our old veterinarian gave me a book
on syrup making,” Schmitt
said. “I read the book and
thought that it didn’t sound
too hard.”
Like many of his pastimes, a method of trial and
error was used to perfect the

process, along with watching
several videos online.
“It really takes the fun
out of things when I can’t experiment,” said Schmitt with
a laugh.
In the beginning, Schmitt
built his own taps – hollowing out a tree branch – and
used milk jugs to collect the
sap. The sap was then boiled
in a turkey cooker, and the
syrup was stored in quartand pint-sized mason jars.
With
each
season,
Schmitt has improved the
process by purchasing galvanized steel taps and collecting buckets. Over the
years, Schmitt has built his
own cookers, but recently,
his uncle, Al, bought a professional-grade, continuous
Áow cooker.
The new equipment allows the duo to boil 25 gallons of sap per hour. Previously, Schmitt could only
boil half that amount in the
same timeframe.
“This way, we can also
add more sap to the batch as
some of the water is boiling
off,” Schmitt said.

PHOTO BY NATASHA BARBER

Jon Schmitt makes maple syrup at his home near Rice. The hobby began nine years ago and has continued to grow.

Maple syrup season
begins in the early days of
March, when the temperatures are above freezing during the day and fall below
zero at night. During this
time, the tree roots send sap
up to the branches for the
buds to grow, but the sap
retreats to the roots as the
temperatures drop to avoid
shattering of the branches.

Ideally, the daytime
temperature will be near 40
degrees Fahrenheit and 20
degrees Fahrenheit in the
evening.
“Depending on the year
and the weather, we can be
tapping trees for as long as
six weeks,” Schmitt said.
At the beginning of the
season, Schmitt taps roughly
50 trees across his farm. The

FLUEGGE’S AG

ROD FLUEGGE “the boss”
2040 Mahogany St., Mora, MN • 320-679-2981 • WWW.FLUEGGESAG.COM

syrup is produced by the maple tree varieties, including
hard and silver maples, although boxelder maples and
birch trees sufÀce.
“The Ànal products are
very similar, except that
the boxelder tree has a little
different taste,” Schmitt
said, “and for someone who
knows syrup, you can usually tell the difference.”

Rubes Sponsored by Fluegge’s Ag

by JENNIFER COYNE
STAFF WRITER

Once a day, Schmitt
walks the trees, collecting the sap into an empty
275-gallon tote. When the
tote is full, cooking begins.
“The next step is setting up the cooker to boil the
sap,” Schmitt said. “We light
a wood Àre and spend the

Maple syrup
continued on pg. 4B
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Four Seasons
continued from 1B_________________

MISSISSIPPI CROSSING
SHOPPING CENTER
25 N. Benton Drive
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
320.229.8988
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Smude holds a shrimp which will soon be ready for harvest. Shrimp the size of an eyelash are
shipped to the company from Florida and take about 4.5 months to grow.

• Easy credit approval
• Affordable payments
• 92 points inspected
• Serviced, computer-tested
and reconditioned
• Clean-title verified
• 3 year, 36,000 mile
limited warranty

99

ONLY

$

320.281.2640

DELIVERS*

Use your Tax Refund

Get a nicer car today!

www.gojdb.com

*See particiating dealer for details
975 Highway 10 South • St. Cloud, MN 56304

Kevin
Territory Manager
Full-service janitorial contractor for any facility
- ofÄce buildings, manufacturing plants retail
stores, warehouses, medical & dental clinics,
schools & churches

Cell: 320-250-9047
OfÄce: 952-988-8575

36497 230th Ave • Albany, MN 56307

www.mnservices.net
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The United States im- an additional food source.
ports about 94 percent of Smude and Fischer spend
the shrimp sold in the coun- about Àve hours a day maintry and Smude said it’s not taining the tanks and testing
always safe. In countries water salinity and bacteria
overseas, shrimp are farmed proÀles. Additional hours
in large non-regulated in- are spent researching and
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Four Seasons Shrimp error and from our mentor,”
Co.’s troupe is grown in a Smude said. The partner’s
21-tank, 87 degree indoor mentor, Chad Axley (who
facility. When the new-born owns a similar shrimp farm
shrimp arrive from Florida in Elgin, Minn.), doesn’t just
they are only as big as an tell Smude what to do, but

teaches him and helps him
understand the “why” of the
shrimping business.
“When my tanks go
south, I can now control it
and Àgure out how to save
them. That’s been the most
rewarding. As a farmer, just
like any other farmer, you’re
going to lose some animals.
It’s going to happen. But
you learn from that,” Smude
said.
And for the most part,
losing future product has
been the only rough waters
Four Season Shrimp Co. has
faced over the past year.
“We had the water
pumps go out and it actually
killed some of our shrimp. If
the air pumps are not working for more than an hour
they’ll start dying,” Smude
said.
Four Seasons has been
staggering their shipments
of baby shrimp, so that eventually they will be able to
produce 800-1,000 pounds
of shrimp each month.
Smude hopes to raise them
to be between 20-25 count
per pound. Eventually, the
pair would like to enter
into the wholesale business,
but it will take another full
year to perfect the harvests.
Smude said the survival
rates are increasing, but that
the process takes time. The
company’s Àrst public sale
was this past February.
“We had about 135
pounds and we sold all of it
pretty much in a day. Noon
to 1 p.m. was crazy. A lot of
people came in and we were
actually running a little behind,” Smude said.
For more information
about Four Seasons and
their public sales follow
Four Seasons Shrimp Company on Facebook.
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GROUNDWATER PERMIT SERVICES

Aquifer Testing • Observation Well Monitoring • Well Interference
Nitrate Sampling • Irrigation Uniformity Testing • GIS Mapping
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2016 Iowa custom rate survey posted When the rest just don’t cut it!

The Iowa
good starting point
Custom
Rate
for thinking about
Survey is used
custom rates, but as
commonly in
with other things,
Minnesota as
it’s good to keep
a reference for
track of informacustom
rate
tion that helps you
information.
to know your own
Internet users
costs and needs
should be able By Dan Martens related to custom
to Ànd it pretty
work. This might
University of
easily by doinclude time, caMN Extension
ing a search
pacity such as acres
for “2016 Iowa
per hour, fuel use,
State Custom Rates.” And I repairs, ownership and operknow in Stearns, Benton and ating costs. It could be that
Morrison Counties, you’re farming or running another
welcome to call the county business based on someone
ofÀce for this information if else’s averages may not althat’s helpful to you. The sur- ways serve us well.
vey includes a mix of people
Average survey values
who do custom work, people may not always cover total
who hire custom work and ownership and operating
people who do both.
costs. University of MinAn article about the nesota Extension ag econo2016 survey says lower fuel mist Bill Lazarus outlines
prices combined with slight- a process for estimating
ly higher repair and labor ownership and operating
cost may contribute to cus- costs in a publication called
tom rates being fairly simi- “Estimated Costs for Farm
lar to last year. Field size, Machinery Operations.” In
Àeld conditions, rocks and using this information, it is
other hazards, travel time important to consider the
and other factors can also af- assumptions that are used,
fect custom rates. I continue compared to your own exto hold to the notion that the perience. Lazarus has a forcustom rate survey can be a mula you can use with your

own number.
The 2016 Iowa numbers are listed as the low
response, average response,
and the high response.
• Moldboard plowing:
$12.00; $18.80; $25.00
•
Chisel
plowing:
$12.00; $16.45; $22.75
• Tandem disk: $8.00;
$14.25; $20.35
• Field cultivating:
$8.00; $14.05; $21.00
• Harrow: $5.00; $8.95;
$13.00
• Rotary hoe: $5.00;
$10.50; $15.00
• Land rolling: $5.00;
$7.45; $12.00
• Planting with fertilizer and insect app: $12.00;
$19.90; $30.00
• Planting without attachments: $12.00; $18.55;
$28.00
• Drilling soybeans:
$12.00; $16.40; $23.00
• Drilling small grain:
$10.00; $16.10; $22.00
The Iowa State survey
also reports numbers for
renting some items. Custom
farming numbers are listed
for work that generally includes tillage, planting, pest
control and harvesting.

March weather, phenology in review
most snow fell in
As I write this
1965 when 51.7
(April 2) a half inch of
inches of snow
snow on the ground,
was
recorded.
winds 30+ mph from
That was the year
the NW and wind chill
Little Rock Lake
in the single digits are
Áooded. Not far
the start of April. Defrom here (Collepressing!
geville) 66 inches
Back
to
the
March review. Aver- By Jim Hovda for the month
was recorded for
age temperatures were
Rice
the area record in
warmer, especially the
low temperatures that were 1965.
PHENOLOGY: Notable
29.7 and 47.8 for the low and
high respectively. All in all, info Àrst. THE ICE WENT
temperature wise, a wimpy OUT OF LITTLE ROCK
March. Several daily high LAKE ON THE AFTERtemperature records were NOON OF THE 15TH. The
set in St. Cloud. There was earliest I have ever recorded.
more moisture than last year The average is the middle of
by about an inch. I recorded April.
The warm temperatures
1.79 inches of precipitation
and only 1.9 inches of snow started nature moving in to
fell. No snow blower use in a spring mode early. I’ll do
March. Total precipitation the events starting at the befor the calendar year is 3.29 ginning of March. On the
inches and for the snow sea- 3rd thirty plus swans were
son 19.9 inches. Last year we swimming in open water on
received 21.8 inches at this the lake, saw my Àrst black
same time. The last two win- squirrel ever and on the 7th
the Àrst 60 degree temp, the
ters with nearly no snow!
LOCAL
WEATHER 4th earliest. The 8th saw St.
RECORDS FOR MARCH: Cloud record a temperature of
Records show that March 66 degrees, a new record. The
can be a month of extremes. 9th Steve Bogie reported seeIn 1910 the mercury dropped ing the Àrst Leopard Frog on
to -32 degrees below zero (F) Benton Co. Rd. 2 and also obwhile in 1899 it was folks served the Àrst Red-Winged
in short sleeves with a tem- Blackbird. On Friday, the
perature of 81 degrees. A dif- 11th Oak Hills Golf Course
ference of 113 degrees! We opens. On the 16th the Àrst
received 4.53 inches of pre- Grackle visits the feeder and
cipitation in 1897 while the on the 17th the Great Horned

Owl is “hooting” like crazy. In
fact, I heard the owl off and on
all month, sometimes during
the day. On the 23rd Dr. Ray
Merritt reports chipmunks active around his house. On the
25th tulips and many other
early spring plants starting
to push up sprouts. More of
them as the month progresses.
On the 30th I heard the Northern Saw-whet Owl making its
distinctive call. I’ve not heard
one in many months. It makes
a sound like a dirt mover’s
alert horn when it is backing
up.
Birds that visit our feeders include: Lots of Juncos
and Blue Jays, GoldÀnches,
Purple Finches, Grackles,
four species of woodpeckers
and many different species of
ducks once the lake opened.
“Critters” include a couple of
bunnies, at least one (maybe
two) pocket gophers in the
garden which I think I have
eliminated and a chipmunk.
WHAT’S
AHEAD:
Close up bird houses and
clean up the bird bath. To keep
algae in check, try putting
a short piece of copper tubing (2-4 inches) in the water.
You’ll be surprised at how this
eliminates the algae. As the
temperature warms up, take
down the beef suet as there
is too much oil in it and it is
harmful to the face feathers of
birds.

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
WE OFFER:
• Spring and Fall Clean Ups
• Weekly Mowing
• Shrub Trimming
• Edging
• Aerating

• Sod and Seeding
• Landscaping Design & Install
• Much More!

Licensed
Insured

Lawn Care • Landscaping
Snow Removal

YOU HAVE GRAIN

WE HAVE
STORAGE

Superior
by Choice
• Industry leading lifetime bin roof warranty
• 20”x20” prepared roof vents - the largest in
the industry
• Roof withstands winds up to 90 mph and ground snow loads of 40 lbs. per sq. ft.
• 66” doors
• Herculock Áoors are 12% heavier and stronger than other perforated Áoors
• Unloading speeds up to 6,000 bu. per hour without damaging kernels
• Grade 50 steel with a tensile strength up to 65,000 psi.

320-267-0522

Irrigation | Grain Drying | Grain Storage

12433 West Cemetery Rd. SE
Osakis, MN 56360
Justin T. Moore, Owner | jtmirr@gmail.com

Let us help you
customize your farm
Call
Randy,
Derek,
or Cody
Today!
Free Estimates
ates • Free Delivery
Locally Owned and Operated

• Residential • Agricultural • Light Commercial • Drafting
St. Martin, MN • www.lifestylelumber.com • 320-548-3459 • 800-699-9774

PUT THE HARMS NAME
ON YOUR FARM IN 2016
PRICED RIGHT - BUILT RIGHT

Spring Is Around
the Corner - FeTnhcee..R.igBhutilt
FREE
Estimates
Book Today! RIGHT
Specializing In:
• Old Fence
Removal
• Brush Cleaning
• EfÀcient
Installation
• Small Sections
• Complete
Grazing Plans
• Corrals & Feed Lots
• Ranch Entrances
• Horse Friendly
• Vineyard Trellising
• Deer Fencing
• Post Rail
• Board Rail

320/

Featuring:
• All Wood Posts
• Treated Western
Lodge Pole
• Organic Tamarack
& Cedar
• Hitensile Electric
• Hitensile Woven
• Barbed Wire
• Hydraulic Driven Posts
(Ready for livestock when we leave!)

• Full Braced Corners
& Ends

360-6308

Browerville, MN

62’ Land Rollers

Dump Trailers
• Single or
double axle
• Double acting
hydraulic dump
• Priced
competitively

15-45’ Land
Land Rollers

Wagons

Variety
of sizes!

• 24” drum diameter
• 1/2” drum wall thickness
• 6-hole hub rated to industry
maximum of 5,000 lbs.
• Variable flex slot allows for rollers to
flex in the field on uneven surfaces
• Wing steering for easy folding
• 2-7/16 bearings for proven
performance
• All pivots are grease zirc fitted
• 36’ and larger units feature rear
stabilizer braces for added support.

• Professional
welding
• Proven
reliability
• Extended
reach available
for easy
connection

Bale Racks Bale Wagons

• Heavy Duty • All Steel Construction
• Guaranteed To Trail
• 10’x24’ or 10’x30’ bed

Harms Mfg., Inc.

14451 430TH ST. • BERTHA, MN 56437 • 218-924-4522

www.harmsmfg.com

Made in

USA
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A good life remembered

Kukloks recall 61 years of dairy farming
by MARK KLAPHAKE
STAFF WRITER

OPOLE – In 1955, “I
Love Lucy” and “The Ed Sullivan Show” were popular entertainment television shows
for families across the nation;
Dwight D. Eisenhower was
president of the United States;
and Roman Kuklok was 14
years old, helping on the farm
with his father near Opole.
Unlike the others that
faded away with time, the
Kukloks built a career around
dairying, Roman and his
wife, Joyce, were recognized
for their long-time career last
summer through their cooperative, Sunrise Ag.
“People don’t believe that
I milked cows for that long,
but I did,” said Roman, about
dairying for 61 years.
At the time, Roman’s father purchased a Surge milking machine and from that
point, the responsibility of
milking became Roman’s.
Seven years later, at the
age of 21, three months after
his father’s passing, Roman
married Joyce and took over
the family farm, which included 200 acres of land and
30 milking cows.
The year was 1962, and
the couple was determined to

create a simple lifestyle from
dairy farming; looking back
the Kukloks would not change
a thing.
“If I had to do it again, I
would do the same thing I did
before,” Roman said, “and I
would marry the same woman.”
Even though the days provided a lot of physical labor
and was time-demanding, the
couple embraced their chosen
life together.
“The day after we got
married we milked the cows,”
Joyce said. “We both milked
together, fed the cows together, cleaned out the barn
together. We did everything
together.”
Throughout the years,
Roman saw the evolution
of dairy farming and made
changes accordingly. From
milking by hand, to using a
StepSaver and then installing
a pipeline, each bit of technology made the Kukloks’ work
more manageable and allowed
them to increase their herd.
In 1984, they added onto
the barn and milked 46 cows
using a pipeline.
The Kukloks were also
proud of the improvements
they made to the farm, including building a machine shed,
adding on to the barn and put-

10% OFF BOBCAT PARTS

Open House

Friday,
April 15th

Meet Our
Staff!

10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Meet The
Reps!

Come and view the new Bobcats,
attachments and accessories!
We sell the best new and pre-owned equipment and attachments.

DON’T FORGET! IF YOU NEED IT WE CAN RENT IT TO YOU AS WELL!

FARM-RITE EQUIPMENT OF ST. CLOUD, INC.
St. Cloud, MN • 810 Mayhew Lake Rd. NE

ting up a Harvestore for feed
storage.
Over the course of
the years, milk prices, too,
changed. When the couple
Àrst began in 1962, the price
was $3 per hundredweight,
but rose to $5 per hundredweight in 1971 with the implementation of a bulk tank
and milkhouse.
“Time went by fast,” Roman said. “I went through everything – StepSavers, cans
– I’ve seen everything.”
Roman and Joyce had Àve
children that were also active
on the farm while growing up.
“That’s how life goes,”
Joyce said. “We worked together as a family. When there
was work to be done, the kids
were asked to help.”
With the children helping
every day, as they aged, the
couple had the opportunity to
take a few vacations including
visits to Alaska and Hawaii.
The trip to Hawaii
brought a little bit of anxiety
to the Kukloks.
“They said there was a
Àre in the milkhouse. I asked
where it was and they said it
was in the corner behind the
electrical box,” Roman said.
“But they had it under control.”
Mother Nature also provided steep challenges for the
couple.
In 1988, they were forced
to buy all their hay and feed
because of a horriÀc drought.
“The corn looked like onions,” Joyce said. “We didn’t
get any crops, there was no
corn, no hay, nothing.”
In 2009, a large hailstorm
took much of the Kukloks’
crop and caused severe damage to their home, breaking 16
windows.
After 61 years, and approximately 44,530 milkings,
Roman’s knees have told him

PHOTO BY MARK KLAPHAKE

Joyce and Roman Kuklok were awarded a plaque from Sunrise Ag for 61 years of milking
cows. They milked cows near Opole. Roman started in 1955 and the couple sold their herd last
year.

PHOTO SUBMITTED

An aerial shot shows the Kuklok farm near Opole. Building a shed, harvestore and adding on
to the barn were major accomplishments the couple made during their career.

it’s time to hang up the milking units.
The farm has been sold
to one of the Kukloks’ son-inlaws, with the cows being sold
last June. Since then, Roman
continues to help on the farm
with Àeldwork, and Joyce
plans to garden this spring

– a hobby she has continued
throughout their life on the
dairy.
The Kukloks now live just
a quarter-mile down the road
from the home farm. It will
forever provide great memories for the couple.
“I always enjoyed it on the

farm,” Joyce said. “I miss it
now.”
Roman agreed.
“I’d do it again. Farming
is a good life if you do it right
and don’t give yourself stress,”
he said. “Farming was good to
us.”

Ag Business Services

PH: 320-240-2085 • Toll Free 1-844-262-2281

R. J. LANNERS, INC. Trucking

We Have Organic
Feed!

Full Service
Commercial
Realtor

Specializing in Ag Business Hauling

For ALL your hauling needs call

320-257-3384

Bill Molitor

Awarded Certificate of Exchange Agent
by Starker Services, Inc. as an
expert in tax deferred,
Section 1031 exchanges.

RE/Max Results Commercial
3950 3rd Avenue N.
St. Cloud, MN 56303

Ph. 320-251-2200
Cell: 320-249-2156

CERTIFIED
ORGANIC
FEED

EARN MONEY &
Enjoy the Weekend OFF!
- HELP NEEDED -

Men & Women (18 yrs or older)
Monday ~ Friday (no weekend work)

• Organic Whole Oats
• Organic Rolled Corn
• Organic Soybean
Meal
• Organic Chick Starter
• Organic Chick
Grower
• Organic Layer
• Organic Broiler

DOMBROVSKI MEATS
425 Dewey Street | Foley MN 56329

Provide your animals with a
wholesome, pure, Óavorful
feed!

320-468-6655

WE HAVE WHAT IT TAKES
TO SERVICE YOUR TIRES,

#1 Local Real Estate
Company in Customer Service

INCLUDING A SENSE OF URGENCY.

50+ Years of
Combined Experience

DALE’S FARM REPAIR INC.
ON-FARM TIRE SERVICE

320-468-6886
(555) 555 5555

PROTECT YOUR FARM
AND YOUR LEGACY.

Your farm is more than a business. It’s your legacy—and keeping the farm in the family is important.
We’ve been protecting farms for over 80 years but we can also provide life insurance designed to protect those who depend on you.
Enjoy the convenience of working with one local agent to protect everything—your farm, home, auto, and life.
Get a competitive quote at AMFAM.COM/DREAMS or call 1-800-MY-AMFAM.

Sarah Wilczek Agency
330 West Main Street Unit B
Rice, MN 56367
(320) 393-2460
sarahwilczekagency.com

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, American Family Insurance Company,
American Family Life Insurance Company 6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 ©2015
006225 – Rev. 2/15

Family Owned & Operated
for 38 Years

We are specially trained and equipped to meet your on-farm, in-ﬁeld
tire service and replacement needs. Call us for on-farm deliveries
and on-the-spot tire repairs.

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-Noon

www.rjl@rjlannersinc.com
5820 7 1/2 Ave NW, Sauk Rapids, MN 56379

Looking for
additional feeds?
Give Randy a call.

(Apply in person M-F between the hours of 9 am to 3 pm)

Dale Saehr - Owner
Hwy. 25 between Pierz & Genola

Fax: 320-257-3386
Cell: 320-260-3821

The Best Prices In Town!

Call for a FREE Home
Price Analysis!
- Now Hiring Kyle Haller, Owner
320.266.4567

Roger Haller, Broker
320.267.8066

Offices in Becker & Sauk Rapids
320.255.1911 - www.hallerrealtyhomes.com

CIGAR DEPOT
HUGE SELECTION OF
TOBACCO ACCESSORIES

SMOKE SHOP

Largest Walk-In Humidor in Town!

Wide Variety
$2.00 OFF
of E-Cigarettes ONE POUND
& Accessories OF TOBACCO
Over 50 Liquid Flavors

One Coupon per Customer
Must present coupon.
Expires 4/21/16.

ALL BRANDS

SMOKE SHOP

136 2nd ST. S. • WAITE PARK
136 2nd ST. S • WAITE PARK (NEXT TO STARBUCK’S) • 320.252.5434

Benton Ag

PAGE 7B

Farm camp
registration open

Immigration policy
As the election process
moves along, we continue
to learn more about the candidates stand on Ag issues,
especially as it relates to immigration policy.
At the Republican meeting in Wisconsin, Senator
Ted Cruz was asked how he
would handle the immigrant
workforce that agriculture
is so dependent on. His answer, “You know one of the
consequences of our immigration system right now
(is that) when we've got 12
million people who are here
illegally, (it has the effect
of) driving down wages for
Americans across this country.”
As an example, Cruz
talked about Arizona’s
anti-immigration laws on
farm labor saying that because immigrants avoided
Arizona, wages for farmer
workers rose 15 percent to
an average of $15/hr. According to Cruz, “In the agriculture world, I think the
Àrst option should be trying
to Ànd American workers.

The
Business
of Farming
by
Roger Strom
Ag
Columnist__________
__________
Now that may mean wages
come up. It may mean that
we have to use more tools.
We've seen in Arizona that
has happened.” Cruz added,
“If American labor can’t be
found, then legal immigrant
labor should be the way to
address that shortage.”
As a side note: In Arizona and other farm states,
even with the higher wages,
farmers say they still can’t
Ànd American workers to do
the work that immigrants are
willing to do.
Ohio Governor John
Kasich’s immigration plan
focuses on the “guest worker program” which allows
seasonal workers to work in

the United States and then
return home during those
times when the farmer
doesn’t need the additional
labor. For dairy farmers, this
is a crucial issue. Unlike the
fruit and vegetable farmers,
dairy farmers don’t qualify
for the H-2A program that
allows immigrants to come
to the United States legally
for seasonal work. Dairy
producers need help that can
stay long-term. What they
need is a program that would
allow them to hire full-time
help for up to three years…
and then renew after that.
As a way for illegals to
become legal, Kasich says if
they haven’t committed any
crimes, they should be allowed to pay any Ànes and
back taxes to become legal
immigrants (not citizens).
This isn’t just an issue of
Ànding people to do farm
work. It has the potential to
greatly impact food prices…
especially milk.
In a report by Texas
AgriLife Research at Texas
A&M University, research-

ers estimated that a total loss
of immigrant labor would
reduce the size the nation’s
milk production by nearly a
quarter and more than 7,000
dairy farms would fold.
Retail milk prices, the
report said, would increase
90 percent, driving the price
of a gallon of milk to approximately $6.40 a gallon.
I wonder how the candidates would respond to consumers asking why milk is
over $6.00 a gallon.
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• One Owner
• Z51 Performance
Package
• 6 Speed
Transmission
• Only 17,300
miles
• All Leather
Interior
• Chrome Wheels
• Heads Up
Display
See it in St. Cloud • Don’t Miss Out on this Deal!

NH 8770, 2WD, 20.8x42 Duals .............................. $49,000
NH T7040, 18.4 Tires, Susp Frt Axle,
31mph Transmission.......................................... $69,500
NH T7000 Front PTO/3 Point Kit ............................. $6,500
Ford TW-35, FWA, 18.4x38 Duals, Series 2........... $17,900

SKID LOADERS

NH L785, 74” Snowblower, 84” Snow Blade,
Bucket, Pallet Forks..................................All for $17,500
NH L230, Cab Heat, A/C, Air Seat ......................... .$36,900
NH L220, Cab, Heat, AC, 2 Speed .......................... $31,500
HAY TOOLS
NH H8080, 750HD, JD AutoSteer Ready ................ $89,000
Hesston 1014, 14’ Swing Tongue ............................. $3,500
NH SR260, 16’ Head, AutoSteer, Consigned ................ Call!
NH 1411, 10’ Cut, 1000 PTO..............................Coming In!

BALERS

NH BR7070, Crop Cutter ........................................ $28,900
(2) NH BR7090...................................... Starting at $28,500
NH BR7060, Crop Cutter, Expeller Roll .................. $26,500
NH BR7060, Twine, Low Bales ............................... $19,500
NH 664, Auto-Wrap, Twine, 540 PTO ..................... $11,900
Hesston 560, 5x6, Twine .......................................... $3,750

TILLAGE

Salford 8214 Plow, 14 Bottom ............................... $55,500
JD 3710, 10 Bottom Plow. ..................................... $42,500
Wil-Rich 3400, 36’, Consigned ................................ $3,900
Salford 8210 Plow, 10 Btm, Consigned ....................... Call!

FORAGE

Krone EC7500 ........................................................ $29,500
NH 365W Hay Head, 15’, Off FX25. .......................... $7,500
NH 824 Corn Head, Adapted to Gehl 1085 ............... $3,500
NH 790 Chopper, 6 Knives ....................................... $2,500
NH 824 Corn Head, 30”, Off 718 .............................. $2,500
NH 939A4 CH, 4R-36”, Fits 1915 ............................ $1,750
NH 919A3 HH, 7’ Pickup, Fits 1915 ............................ $700

MANURE SPREADERS

NH 195...................................................................In Stock!
BBI Magna Spread & Endurance ...........................In Stock!

MISCELLANEOUS

Berti TA-220 Offset Flail Mower................................ $4,500
NH 918 Flail Mower ................................................. $2,600
Land Pride Razor, 60” ZTR .................................Carry Over!

TRACTORS

PIERZ

NH TV140, Loader, New Tires ................................ $57,500
Ford 8670, Super Steer, 540/1000 ......................... $54,900

SKID LOADERS

NH L230, Cab, Heat, A/C, Perf Pkg ........................ $34,500
NH L220, Cab, Heat, A/C ....................................... $32,500
NH L225, Cab, Heat, AC......................................... $31,500
NH L175, Cab, Heat, A/C ....................................... $21,000
NH LS170, Cab, Heat, Hyd. Q-Tach........................ $19,700

Call (575) 302-8188

HAY TOOLS

(2) NH H7450, 13’ Discbine .................. Starting at $22,400
NH H7230, 10’ Discbine, 1000 PTO ....................... $18,500
(2) NH 1475, 14’ Haybines .................... Starting at $13,500
NH 1411, 10’ Cut, Shear Hubs, Std Hitch............... $12,800
NH 499, 12’ Haybine, 540 PTO ................................ $6,700
NH 492...............................................................Coming In!
OMI 10-Wheel Rake, Hydraulic Fold ....................... $2,800

or email: billhollenkamp@hotmail.com
LET FARMER’S CO-OP CREAMERY HELP YOU
WITH ALL YOUR SPRING FEED NEEDS

BALERS

(3) NH BR7090’s ................................... Starting at $27,000
NH BR7070, Net/Twine, Bale Command, 18L Tires $23,500
NH BR780, Net/Twine, Bale Command .................. $17,500
(2) NH BR740a, Auto-Wrap ................... Starting at $12,900
NH 664, Twine, 540PTO ......................................... $11,900
NH 660, Twine, 540 PTO .......................................... $8,800
Vermeer 605J, 5x6 Bale ........................................... $5,600
CIH 8430, 4x4, Twine, 540PTO ................................ $3,900
JD 327, 30 Thrower, 540 PTO .................................. $3,900

ASSORTED ALFALFA & CLOVER

TILLAGE

GRAIN HANDLING

Sudenga 8”x61’, 540 PTO Drive ............................... $2,900

FORAGE

PASTURE MIXES &
ASSORTED GRASSES

NH FP230, 27P HH, 3PN CH, KP ........................... $25,500
Miller Pro 5200, 16’ Rear, 12T Tandem .................... $7,800
NH 824 Corn Head, 38”, FP Adapter ........................ $4,500
Gehl 750, 2 Row Wide Corn Head ............................ $1,800

•
•
•
•

NH 155, Splash Guard, New Tire.............................. $7,900
Allied 595 Loader, Fits AC 180-200 Series .............. $3,850
Grouser Skid loader tracks ........................................... Call!

ASSORTED SEEDS: CORN SEED / BEANS

MISCELLANEOUS

SAUK CENTRE, MN
320-352-6543 • Hwy. 71 South
PIERZ, MN
320-468-2161 • Hwy. 27 West
Store Hours: Monday-Friday 8-5, Saturday Seasonal

www.modernfarmequipment.com

CLOVER

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

WRANGLER
YIELD PLUS
645 BRAND
NORTHERN HARDY

• PERENNIAL
BROMEGRASS
RYEGRASS
ORCHARDGRASS
• ANNUAL
TIMMOTHY
RYEGRASS
REED
...& LOTS MORE!
CANARYGRASS

UPLAND
HAYLAND
DUAL

MANURE SPREADERS

ALFALFA

3 YEAR RED
MED RED
ALSIKE
WHITE DUTCH
LADINO

PEAS & OATS • PEAS & BARLEY
STARK BARLEY • PEAS
GRASSES
OAT SEED

Krause 8200, 25’ Disc, Cush. Gang........................ $35,500

LOWLAND
ALL GRASS MIX

CERTIFIED &
NON CERTIFIED
• JERRY
• MORTON
• DON

Dahlman Seed

WE WILL SPECIAL ORDER ANY OTHER SEED NOT LISTED HERE

BA15-1B-JW

SAUK CENTRE

Minnesota farmers and agribusiness people will actively
participate in the camp and
help provide the youth with a
connection to agriculture and
their food.
Registration for the program is now being accepted,
with an early bird fee of $10;
prices for the camp will increase after June 10, 2016.
For more information
about the camp and registration, please visit www.farmcampminnesota.org or contact
camp coordinators at: (507)
351-9348 or farmcampmn@
outlook.com.

! E
L
A T

USED EQUIPMENT
TRACTORS

Farm Camp Minnesota
2016 will be held at farms
across Minnesota on July 26
(St. Cloud area), Aug. 8 9
(Waseca area) and 16 (NorthÀeld area). The camp is a oneday event for children entering grades three, four, Àve
and six, to have hands-on experience learning about Minnesota’s agricultural industry,
such as corn, soybeans, swine,
beef, dairy, poultry, pollinators and farm equipment.
The day camp includes
lunch and snacks, in addition
to a free T-shirt and goodie
bags provided at each farm.
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FARMERS CO-OP
CREAMERY

FORESTON, MN •

320-294-57 11

YOUR ONESTOP SHOP
CO-OP!

• M-F 8-5PM • SAT 8-NOON

Affordable Custom Built
TMR Mixers

BASE MODELS FROM 60 CU. FT. - 1100 CU. FT.
FEATURES:
• AR 200 Auger Flight
• 5/8” standard upgrade to 3/4”
• Up to eight knives for fast hay processing
• 21” tungsten carbide auger knives
• Optional stainless steel side discharge conveyors
Sizes Available: 3’, 4’, 6’
• Front door conveyors
- Flat feed out one side or both sides
We build, sell and
- Flat with an incline to fill bunks
• C-55 chain
install aftermarket
• Heavy duty PTO with shear pin
liners and augers for all
• Weightronix scale or Digi-Star
• Ladder with viewing platform
brands of TMR mixers
• Heavy duty jack
• Call for additional options!

Stationary, Single Screw & Twin Screw Models Available

HD 5/8” AR 200 steel auger on every
auger we sell or repair!

5 Year Warranty on
Mixing Tub & Auger

WEAVER

R15-1VM-FR

THURSDAY, APRIL 14, 2016

YOUR
NEW
CENTRAL
MINNESOTA
DEALER!

FARM
EQUIPMENT Chris Weaver
Long Prairie, MN • 320-630-5143 • weaverorgfarms@gmail.com
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LIVESTOCK
MINERAL FEEDER

THURSDAY, APRIL 14, 2016

320.818.1110 | 6001 STATE HIGHWAY 25 NE | FOLEY, MN 56329
All our vehicles are inspected by our
highly trained ASE service technicians
and certiﬁed by

Midstate Sales is an independent used
vehicle dealer that prides itself on offering
the best quality used car, van, SUV or truck
for sale in Central Minnesota.

GREAT CARS, TRUCKS & SUV’S
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

Cut your mineral & salt usage by 40%

For more great deals on quality used cars and trucks go to

www.midstatemnsales.com

NEW

Preferred Dealer with St. Cloud Federal Credit Union

$
Car Fax certiﬁed NO accidents and
only 2 owners on this beautiful top
of the line 2010 Ford Explorer Eddie
Bauer Edition 4x4.

WOW! LOOK AT THIS BUY! Only 41K!
CLEAN! 2013 Chevrolet Malibu LT.
This Malibu gets Great MPG! New
owner gets the remainder of a 5
YEAR/100/000 MILES WARRANTY!

20,000

Car Fax certiﬁed NO accidents!
No rust on this clean 2005
Chevrolet Silverado crew cab short
box Duramax powered 4x4. This
truck screams power.

Sales Department Hours of Operation - Winter Hours: MON.-FRI. 9 a.m.- 6 p.m.; Sat. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.; Sun. CLOSED

• Weatherproof
• Bull proof

You can count on
AmeriGas propane
for a variety of uses,
including home
heating, space
heating, water
heating, pool and
spa heating, drying,
cooking, grilling and
motor fuel.

• Wind proof
• Portable
• Economical

Use on beef & dairy
cattle and calves to
control horn ﬂies

• Versatile

AVAILABLE IN
HUNTER GREEN OR BLACK

• Maintenance free
• Calf friendly

Holds up to
250 lbs. of
mineral

• Spill proof
• Economical ﬂy control options

CALLUS
STOP ROPANE NEE
P
OR

RECOMMENDED - 1 feeder for 30-35 head
LITTLE ROCK, MN
320-584-5147

PIERZ, MN
320-468-2168

BY
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BUCKMAN, MN
LASTRUP, MN
320-468-6433
320-468-2543
www.sunriseagcoop.com

DS!

Open
7:30 am
to 4 pm

America’s Propane Company • Open 7:30 am - 4 pm
931 Lincoln Ave, Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 · (320) 251 0373

Standing By Our Service and Serving Central MN for Over 35 Years

INNOVATIVE • DURABLE • PERFORMANCE

“Remember, if you’re going to be HAULIN you need
to be CALLIN, Midsota Manufacturing in Avon!”
CHECK OUT OUR
INVENTORY:
www.midsotatrailersales
.com

Augers
ers

Rock
Wagons

Roto
Tillers

Aluma
Utility
Trailers
E l d
Enclosed
Trailers

“A QUALITY TEAM SELLING
QUALITY EQUIPMENT”

404 County Road 50 • Avon, Minnesota 56310 • South Side of I-94

Varieties of
Trailers

Grapples

320-356-2412 • www.midsotamfg.com
“A Quality Team Selling Quality Equipment”

2016
Chevrolet Silverado
1500

Lease or Buy Today

LOW,
LOW
LEASE

The most dependable, long-lasting full-size pickups on the road!
Sales: (320) 968-3087
Service: (320) 968-3090

Drive it Home
Today!
211 Glen Street • Foley, MN 56329

320-968-6239 or 888-868-6239
Open Monday-Friday 8-6 • Sat 8-2

