November 8, 2017

Celebrating 70 Years 1947 — 2017
Our e-letter keeps you updated on activities, workshops,
other educational opportunities and upcoming events
sponsored by the District and our partners

Veteran’s Day
is November 11, 2017
Our offices will be closed
Friday, November 10

QUINTON McKINNEY IS ELECTED
ULSWCD DIRECTOR
Quinton McKinney has been elected to the ULSWCD Board
of Directors, representing Zone 5. He fills the position of Dr. J.
F. Hubbs, Jr., who recently retired after serving the District for
over 20 years.
McKinney was raised in Kimble county and his family were
early settlers in the London area. He now continues generations
of ranching tradition.
His wife, Sterling, is also from Kimble county. They have
five children: the oldest son serves in the Marine Corps; their
oldest daughter attends school to earn a CNA license and two
boys and a girl attend school in Mason.
McKinney manages a cow/calf operation on his 2,166-acre
ranch, which encompasses both sides of RR 1871, and is bound
by the Main Llano River on the north. He took over full time
operation of the ranch about 15 years ago and has recently become more aggressive toward improving his land. With technical advice from the NRCS Junction Field Office staff, McKinney has been implementing a Conservation Plan to meet his
goals and objectives. “My emphasis is to restore my rangeland
and grass and get rid of invasive species, while always looking to
improve my water supply,” he said.
McKinney feels he still has much more work to accomplish, but
is pleased that his efforts are paying off. “After targeted cedar
removal, a spring came back and has run even during summer
months. And after root plowing, then re-seeding, a pasture has
remained much greener than other places where work hasn’t yet

been done.”
McKinney has entered
into
contracts
with
NRCS in order to complete practices which
will further enhance and
restore his land, making
it more viable for agriQuinton McKinney,
cultural production, and ULSWCD Zone 5 Director
he encourages others to
do so.
“Serving on the Upper Llanos SWCD Board is
my way of giving back and helping others get involved, because NRCS incentive programs can
help landowners afford to make improvements, do
work which they might not otherwise be able to
afford on their own, and increase their land’s agricultural capabilities,” he said.
McKinney welcomes inquiries about how
ULSWCD and its NRCS partners can help landowners with conservation and agricultural issues.
Other ULSWCD Directors are: Art Mudge, chairman,
Zone 2; Tony Hall, vice chairman, Zone 3; Jerry Kirby,
secretary, Zone 4 and Ward Whitworth, immediate past
chairman, Zone 1. Katy Meador, ULSWCD office
clerk; Wanda Blackburn, ULSWCD bookkeeper.
NRCS staff include: Dandy Kothmann, Dist. Conservationist; Alfredo Muñoz, Rangeland Management Specialist and Landon Pyle, RMS.
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ULSWCD DIRECTORS ATTEND ANNUAL STATEWIDE MEETING
Directors Ward Whitworth, Art Mudge and Quinton McKinney attended the 77th Annual Meeting of
SWCD Directors October 23-25 in Galveston.
More than 600 members from across Texas participated in sessions, which covered a broad range of topics
including landowner laws, pesticide drift, veterinary feed directive, Texas eminent domain laws, border security, Texas Fever issues, feral hogs, a watershed approach to targeting local resource concerns and conservation needs assessment.
Other keynote speakers addressed the General Assembly, including the Honorable Ken Clark, Precinct 4
Commissioner of Galveston, Texas Brigades Executive Director Natalie Wolff, USDA-NRCS State Conservationist Salvador Salinas and Aaron Alejandro, Executive Director of the Texas FFA Foundation.
Association of Texas SWCDs (ATSWCD) president Volney Hough of Mountain Home, and Texas Conservation Association for Water and Soil (TCAWS) chairman Glen Lyon of Morton also addressed Directors
during the General Assembly, as well as conducting business meetings of their respective organizations. As
part of ATSWCD business, Resolutions based on statewide resource concerns were discussed and voted on,
in an effort to improve specific environmental problems.
The speaker for the Committee of 100 meeting, which concentrated on legislative issues, was Senator Lois
Kolkhorst, who represents District 18, encompassing the storm-ravaged coastal area.
An awards ceremony, sponsors’ and exhibitors’ booths, ATSWCD live auction, District Employees’ silent
auction, Auxiliary quilt raffle and guided tours of Moody Gardens rounded out State Meeting events.
During the 77th Annual Meeting of SWCD Directors, Quinton
McKinney (left) and Ward Whitworth attended the Committee of 100
meeting, which focused on legislative conservation issues.
ULSWCD Director Art Mudge also attended the convention.

Construction is moving along, and
our new USDA-NRCS Service Center
home should be ready for a Spring
move-in date. Thanks to Alfredo Muñoz,
NRCS, for this recent photo.
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IT’S ALMOST TIME TO PLANT!
Do you need to restore or enhance
your rangeland?
We offer a wide variety of native and other
grass seeds, or choose a native
or perennial wildlife mix
Don’t know what’s best for your property?
Our NRCS partners are specialists who can offer technical
advice based on your property’s specific issues:
Wanda Blackburn, ULSWCD
bookkeeper (center), visits Luke
Turner (left) and Mike Colbert
(right) at the Turner Seed booth
during the 77th Annual Meeting of
SWCDs in Galveston in October.

•Livestock or other agricultural products
•Riparian areas
•Wildlife habitat
•Soil erosion
•Other natural resource concerns

Call or come by our office soon!
See our website for seed ordering details: www.ulswcd.com
and

compare our prices

Christmas is just around the corner! WRAP IT UP, PEOPLE!
We’re a one-stop shop for everyone on your gift-giving list.
A must-have for every landowner, gardener or
plant-person
RANGE PLANT ID BOOK

Range Plants of North Central Texas
96% of plants in the book grow in our area
345 glossy pages, 9 1/2" x 11" size
Full color photos, large easy-to-read print

$25 MINIMUM DONATION EACH
$265 PER CASE (12 BOOKS PER CASE)

Texas State Law Regarding
Agritourism Liability
10" x 12" metal sign
Minimum donation:
$16.00 each
or 2 for $30.00

GATE SIGNS

•Signs are outdoor grade,
aluminum composite
•10”x12” $20 + tax
2’x3’
$65 + tax
•Price includes imprint of
your name or ranch
name
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Brrrrrr,
it was cold . . .

Quinton, Art, Ward, Jerry and Tony are bundled up.
Debra Mudge helps customers at check-out (above, right).

TREE SALE UPDATE
Our customers braved the cold weather to pick up
their tree pre-orders and shop our annual Fall Tree
and Plant Sidewalk Sale on Oct 27.
156 trees and plants were sold!
Combined with hundreds of others purchased by
our supporters through the years, our semi-annual
plant sales have had a big impact on Kimble county.
Pollinators love our spring and summer flowering
plants.
Trees and plants provide needed shade in the
hottest summer months, while preventing soil erosion during times of heavy rainfall. Trees and larger
shrubs also offer substantial protection as windbreaks, and all plants contribute to cleaner air, making a healthier environment.
Wildlife depends heavily on trees and other plants
for nesting sites, as cover from predators, a place of
respite from harsh weather and as a source of food
and shelter.

Debra Mudge, our cashier
First United Methodist Church

KMBL Radio Junction Eagle
U-haul rental: Bill Simon

Dandy Kothmann, Alfredo Muñoz, Landon Pyle/NRCS
Our NRCS District Conservationist, Dandy Kothmann, found
these planting tips which will help your trees and shrubs get
off to a good start!

Hill Country Real Estate, LLC • Turner Seed Co • Mason Feed Store • First State Bank
Rooke’s Texas Hills Insurance • Farm Bureau • Bierschwale Land Co, LLC
Junction Automotive Supply/NAPA • Crisp Brothers Conservation Contractors • West Bear Creek
Llano River Watershed Alliance • UL Prescribed Burn Assoc
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