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About Me 



Audiogram 

Source:  “What is Sound?”  The Hearing People.  The Official MED-EL Blog, 13 November 2013.  Web.  27 August 2014. 
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About Me 

!  Hearing aids 

!  Live in Los Alamos (Small LA) 

!  Mainstream 

!  Stanford 

!  Major??? 



College Process 



College Process 

!  Exploring 

!  Searching  

!  Testing 

!  Applying 

!  Transitioning 



Exploring 

!  Passions 

!  Middle/High school 

!  Changes over time 

!  Variety 
o  Academic 

o  Athletic 
o  Musical 

o  Community Service 



 Music 



Writing 



Running 



Science 



Searching 

!  Camps 

!  Vacations 

!  Email ahead of time 
o  Deaf 
o  Need FM microphone 

!  Questions 
o  What kind of accommodations do they provide? 

o  How many D/HH individuals are attending? 



Testing 

!  Same accommodations as in IEP 

!  Scores: 
o  Math – No change 

o  Reading – No change 

o  Writing - 16% improvement 
o  Overall – 14% improvement 

!  SAT vs. ACT 

!  Be assertive 



Accommodations 

IT’S NOT OKAY… 

You need to reach your 
own full potential 



Applying 

!  Common application 
o  Start early! 

!  “Greatest challenged faced” 
o  Deaf in a hearing world 



Transitioning 

!  DVR – Division of Vocational Rehabilitation 
o  Equipment 

o  Career/Vocational counseling 

!  School’s office of accessibility 
o  Same high school accommodations 
o  New accommodations 

!  CART (similar to CC) 

!  Paid notetakers 

!  Home away from home 
o  Fire horn/strobe, vibrating bed 

!  Socializing 



Socializing 

!  High school challenges 

!  College = (High School * 10∞) + 

!  No parents 
o  Parents = Personal interpreters 

o  Need to pick up the slack 

!  Freshmen FaceBook Post 



FaceBook Post 

    

Fred Flintstone

I was nervous, but in the end, I received many thoughtful questions and offers from people to help
me.  By posting information this way, I let all 1,719 other freshmen know a little about me before
we even met!
         The orientation was very tiring and wore me out, not necessarily because of my hearing
loss as my hearing peers were equally worn out, but because of the huge quantity of information
and activities covered in such a short time span.  There were campus and building tours aplenty,
move-in day itself, first lecture of the year, mini sex and alcohol education play, encouraging
diversity lecture, meetings with advisors and teachers, attending dorm meetings, crazy-late-night-
playing marching band, and much more.  I should not forget to mention meeting my peers and
especially my roommate.
          This was all very exciting, but my advice to future freshmen, deaf or not, is to communicate
in advance what you need, sleep as much as possible so you don't fall asleep during the
showcase of science classes, find some quiet places to regroup, and you don't have to follow the
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Final Advice 



Final Advice 

!  Be assertive – Be like a New Yorker 

!  Try new things - Test limits and aptitudes 

!  Do not spread yourself too thin 

!  Anticipate! - Check out resources BEFORE you arrive 

!  Ask for help - Find your TEAM 



Taiko Drums 

Source:  http://web.stanford.edu/group/stanfordtaiko/cgi-bin/about.php 



Quidditch 

Source:  http://stanforddaily.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/NEW.111113.quidditch.jpg 



Stay Tuned! 



Thank you! 



Resources 
●  Hands & Voices New Mexico Chapter Web Site:  http://HVNM.org/ 

●  Chloe’s Blog:  http://HearChloe.blogspot.com/ 

●  New Mexico Division of Vocational Rehab:  www.dvr.state.nm.us/  

●  Rachel Kolb: 
o  Kolb, Rachel.  "Seeing at the Speed of Sound.”  Stanford Magazine.  1 March 2013.  Web.  25 April 

2013.  https://alumni.stanford.edu/get/page/magazine/article/?article_id=59977 

o  "HVNM Back To School Event."  YouTube.  YouTube, 26 October 2013.  Web.  27 August 2014. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BjEJ7xQOBRE 

o  "Navigating Deafness in a Hearing World: Rachel Kolb at TEDxStanford.”  YouTube. YouTube, 20 June 
2013.  Web.  27 August 2014.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uKKpjvPd6Xo 

o  ”Can You Read My Lips?”  Vimeo. YouTube, 6 December 2015.  Web.  8 December 2015.  
https://vimeo.com/148127830 


