“Solomon – the Seduction of Prosperity”

II. Prosperity can turn one away from the ____________ of the Lord.

1 Kings 11:1–11
Why did Solomon not finish well as King of Israel?
I. Too much of a good thing can seduce unto ___________________

A. Prosperity is not wrong. -Psalm 112:2–3 — "… The generation
of the upright will be blessed. 3 Wealth and riches are in his
house, And his righteousness endures forever.”

A. Solomon made alliances through many marriages. – 1 Kings
11:1–11

B. But prosperity can become our _______________ and comes
with subtle traps.
How?

"1 Now King Solomon loved many foreign women along with the
daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian,
and Hittite women, 2 from the nations concerning which the Lord
had said to the sons of Israel, “You shall not associate with them,
nor shall they associate with you, for they will surely turn your
heart away after their gods.” Solomon held fast to these in love.
1. God warned Israel not to make strong associations with the
surrounding nations. -- Exodus 34:12–15
B. Solomon had too many wives to devote himself to _________.
V3-4 “He had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three
hundred concubines, and his wives turned his heart away. 4
For when Solomon was old, his wives turned his heart away
after other gods; and his heart was not wholly devoted to the
Lord his God, as the heart of David his father had been.”
See v5-6

1. Lesson: “Seeking too much of a good thing can keep us from
devoting ourselves to serving the Lord Jesus in this life.
C. Solomon loved his foreign wives more than the ____________.
v8 Thus also he did for all his foreign wives, who burned
incense and sacrificed to their gods.
1. The Lord Jesus was clear about who is worthy of Him Matthew 10:37–38 ______________________________
2. Question: Do we truly love the Lord above all else?
________________________________

1. Becoming obsessed - Psalm 52:7 _____________________
2. Prosperity can give a false sense of security – Proverbs 11:4
C. Application: We live in a nation where we are comparatively
prosperous.
1. Materialism can keep us from _________ the word of the Lord.
2. Materialism can distract us from _____________ our God.
3. In the last days the pursuit of pleasure and materialism will
doom them. -- Luke 17:28–29
III. The greater the light God gives us the greater the _____________
for disobedience –
A. God gave Solomon much light - He had appeared to him twice.
9

Now the Lord was angry with Solomon because his heart was
turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had appeared
to him twice, 10 and had commanded him concerning this thing,
that he should not go after other gods; but he did not observe
what the Lord had commanded. 11 So the Lord said to Solomon,
“Because you have done this, and you have not kept My
covenant and My statutes, which I have commanded you, I will
surely tear the kingdom from you, and will give it to your
servant.”
THINK, PRAY and OBEY:
1. Is the command of the Lord more important than prosperity?
2. Right now, how are you using your prosperity for God’s kingdom?
3. Rededicate your love for Christ, over all else that you hold dear.

“Solomon – the Seduction of Prosperity”
1 Kings 11:1–11
Why did Solomon not finish well as King of Israel?
I. Too much of a good thing can seduce unto corruption
A. Solomon made alliances through many marriages. – 1 Kings
11:1–11
"1 Now King Solomon loved many foreign women along with the
daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian,
and Hittite women, 2 from the nations concerning which the Lord
had said to the sons of Israel, “You shall not associate with them,
nor shall they associate with you, for they will surely turn your
heart away after their gods.” Solomon held fast to these in love.

II. Prosperity can turn one away from the command of the Lord.
A. Prosperity is not wrong. -Psalm 112:2–3 — "… The generation
of the upright will be blessed. 3 Wealth and riches are in his
house, And his righteousness endures forever.”
B. But prosperity can become our master and comes with subtle
traps. How?
1. Becoming obsessed - Psalm 52:7 _____________________
2. Prosperity can give a false sense of security – Proverbs 11:4
C. Application: We live in a nation where we are comparatively
prosperous.
1. Materialism can keep us from obeying the word of the Lord.
2. Materialism can distract us from serving our God.

1. God warned Israel not to make strong associations with the
surrounding nations. -- Exodus 34:12–15

3. In the last days the pursuit of pleasure and materialism will
doom them. -- Luke 17:28–29

B. Solomon had too many wives to devote himself to the Lord.
V3-4 “He had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three
hundred concubines, and his wives turned his heart away. 4
For when Solomon was old, his wives turned his heart away
after other gods; and his heart was not wholly devoted to the
Lord his God, as the heart of David his father had been.”
See v5-6

1. Lesson: “Seeking too much of a good thing can keep us from
devoting ourselves to serving the Lord Jesus in this life.
C. Solomon loved his foreign wives more than the word of the
Lord.
v8 Thus also he did for all his foreign wives, who burned
incense and sacrificed to their gods.

III. The greater the light God gives us the greater the judgment for
disobedience –
A. God gave Solomon much light - He had appeared to him twice.
9

Now the Lord was angry with Solomon because his heart was
turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had appeared
to him twice, 10 and had commanded him concerning this thing,
that he should not go after other gods; but he did not observe
what the Lord had commanded. 11 So the Lord said to Solomon,
“Because you have done this, and you have not kept My
covenant and My statutes, which I have commanded you, I will
surely tear the kingdom from you, and will give it to your
servant.”

1. The Lord Jesus was clear about who is worthy of Him Matthew 10:37–38 ______________________________

THINK, PRAY and OBEY:

2. Question: Do we truly love the Lord above all else?

2. Right now, how are you using your prosperity for God’s kingdom?

1. Is the command of the Lord more important than prosperity?
3. Rededicate your love for Christ, over all else that you hold dear.

