March 26, 2016

To:

Mental Health Trust of Alaska
John Morrison, Executive Director

Sir:
My Husband and I own a home directly across the water from Cat Island (west) and are in opposition to the posted
selective cut of Copper River Meridian, Twn. 74 S, Rng. 84E, sec. 4,8,9,16,17, and portions of containing 358.5 acres
more or less. ASLS 79-273. The parcel is the eastern one-half of Cat Island, near the town of Hollis on Prince of Wales
Island in SE Alaska.
I have read your published document and would like to address various points of that document as reason to reconsider
the decision to proceed.
Under the following sections:
III. E. Adjacent Land Use Trends. There is no development in the immediate area.
Sir, when were you or your representatives last here? In the immediate vicinity of Cat Island, there are five
homes, one being ours, and along the adjacent Sandy Beach Road, one will find several homes whose view looks directly
at Cat Island. Additionally, on the parcel of land, referred to as the Peninsula, there are several homes with views that
directly look out at Cat Island not to mention the community of Hollis, which also has a view of Cat Island. Currently that
view is green, abundant with wildlife, in particular Sitka Black Tail Deer, water fowl, and various other forest creatures.
Therefore, this statement is erroneous in the implication which it projects and eludes to the possibility that the Trust is
not familiar with the area or the citizens living here.
VII. Second point. Alternative Development: Due to their character and location, the parcels do no lend themselves to
other development opportunities that would produce a return to the Trust comparable to a commercial timber
harvest. Commercial harvests of timber may, in some cases, facilitate other commercial opportunities on the lands.
With all due respect, new growth will take 50-60 years to mature. The land being addressed is only accessible by
water and would mean any development of land being sold for building would result in tremendous cost to potential
buyers to buy and build, a disincentive for sure. Hence your stated objectives, is less desirable as compared to other
locations/land available to future hopeful land owners seeking to make their home on Prince of Wales Island.
I have attached a photo below that shows the terrain of a clear cut parcel of land which occurred about 50-60
years ago. I understand the proposal is for a select cut, but in my research and speaking with those involved in the
timber industry, the phenomenon of “blow-down”, will basically make this a clear cut over time. The downside of a
“blow-down” is that the regrowth is hindered and less prolific. Please note the stumps, uneven terrain and imagine the
cost to clear a spot large enough for a home. With the “blow-down” effect, then add to the landscape, root balls strewn
throughout the cut area. Then imagine the cost of getting that equipment to Cat Island to accomplish this! The
aesthetics of the land would be less than desirable to those seeking land to call home. It would be more akin to buying a
piece of muskeg to build on!

This clear cut property was done 50-60 years ago. Note all of the stumps, moss covered logs and debris.

These photos were taken on our property after the last wind storm. Note the trees down in the left photo and the root
ball of a tree totally up rooted by the wind. Now visualize this scene occurring over and over on the Cat island property
where you propose to select cut, in particular the Cedar, which is the most stable of all of the trees. When they are
removed, the less wind hardy trees fall victim to the wind at a faster rate. Combine this tangled mess with the remaining

tree stumps (like those in the first photo), soil erosion, and the impact it will have on your vision of possible land
development to sell for lots!
VIII.B. Environmental Risks: The proposed timber sales will not result in significant environmental risks to the Trust.
Sir, since you are located in Juneau, you are absolutely correct. I would suggest the trust look at the timber
located in close proximity of Juneau and see how the fine citizens react. However, for those of us who live within the
close proximity of Cat Island, the environmental risks are numerous. I will point these out later in this document.
When you reference the Trust, I interpret that to mean the people of Alaska which has entrusted you with
stewardship of the lands provided to the Trust to finance the programs for those in need of the Trust’s programs and
their families and the greater society which they belong . Therefore, we, the citizens of the Hollis Community are part of
the Trust and therefore, we believe there will be significant environmental risks to us and out subsistence way of life.
VIII.C. Public Concerns. Timber sale proposals usually result in public concerns about potential impacts. You point
out that The Trust will attempt to minimize these concerns through public outreach actions, including meetings with
local government representatives in the applicable areas.
Sir, I am a current member of the Hollis Community Council, Inc. and to my knowledge there has been no effort
on The Trust’s behalf, in anticipation of the above, to suggest a meeting with the fine citizens of Hollis and members of
this Council. We may not be a Second Class City, however, that does not mean we are no less civic minded, and possess
an acute awareness of conservation and a deep desire to preserve a subsistence way of life. This statement is an affront
to these citizens.
Therefore, I am asking for either you or a representative of The Trust to attend a Community Forum, where we
have invited other pertinent representatives of the Forrest Service, Fish and Wildlife, and other organizations as
indicated to work towards a mutually satisfying resolution to this concern.
One such solution is a land trade with the Forrest Service or the SE Alaska Land Trust. I have communicated with
Matt Anderson, Ranger, and he tells me that there are provisions which will allow for this to occur. I understand that this
option is not a panacea or an easy process to accomplish, but given the opposition of the residents of this area, I suggest
it is a worthwhile endeavor to pursue.
XIII. Opportunity for Comment. Persons who believe that the decision should be altered because it is
not…………consistent with Trust management principles. I believe these are stated at the beginning of the published
document.
1.

Maximization of long-term revenue from Trust Land.
I would challenge this as being feasible with the property referred to in this document for various
reasons stated above. To maximize the long-term revenue of Trust land would be to do a land exchange
with either the Forrest Service or SE Alaska Land Trust with a more desirable piece of property, which would
provide an equal amount of revenue from lumber or land sales at a reduced cost of harvesting! After
reading a considerable amount of information about the type of proposed harvesting of Cat Island will result
in total destruction of the east part of not only the island, but will impact the land west of Cat Island.

2. Protection of the corpus. (Corpus is Latin for body.)
I am not certain which body, The Trust is referring to in this management principle, but if the “body” is the
integrity of Cat Island and the stewardship responsibility accompanying that responsibility, I would venture
to say, this principle is not being meant with this proposal as I have pointed out.

If the “body” is the integrity of The Trust, then again I would propose that The Trust is in violation of the
stewardship which has been granted by the State of Alaska to manage its assets with environmental
stewardship principles.
In reviewing your document again, the Corpus you are referring to is the monies which are used to fund
the various programs. I present for your consideration, that the select harvest of Cat Island will be costly
and the maximum monies that might be available from a similar, easier to access parcel of land which
could be possibly clear cut, would be more profitable, therefore, protecting the Corpus for which you are
responsible.

3. Protection and enhancement of the long-term productivity of Trust Land.
Once this land is “selectively cut”, the remaining trees, scrub brush will become victims of the SE Alaska
winds which will uproot the lone trees left on the eastern side of Cat Island and therefore, it will become
a forest of root balls, reduced opportunity for new growth will be the result, and home to native wildlife
will be lost! This effect is called “Blow Down”. The jumble of resultant victims of this wind will be less
desirable for development as was suggested previously in this document. Not only will these winds
uproot the remaining trees where the select cut has taken place the tree line remaining on the west side
of the island will create a phenomenon which will increase the impact of uprooting the trees on our side
of Cat Island.
Additionally, the impact of selectively cutting the cedar, which proven through study, is the
stabilizing species of tree which prevents “blow down”, is the proposed target of this logging endeavor.
Another inhabitant to be effected by the selective cut of Cat Island “Old Growth” forest is the
Sitka Black Tail Deer. This is their preferred habitat, especially during the winter for various reasons
specified in the following attached literature. Cat Island is one of the few stands of “old growth” left on
Prince of Wales Island. If for no other reason, it should be preserved for future generations to enjoy and
study.
I would expect in your stewardship, the Trust would want to preserve the resources of other
adjacent lands, i.e., the Harris River, Maybeso and other like spawning grounds for our Alaskan salmon!
Runoff silt, motorized residue, and debris which will most certainly find its way to our water ways will
have an impact on this important resource to our subsistence way of life, not to mention the crab and
shrimp that are currently abundant in the waters surrounding Cat Island. With blow-down, erosion is
promoted because of the uprooting of the trees, therefore, increasing the amount of silt which will wash
into our waters.
4. Encouragement of a diversity of revenue-producing uses of Trust land.
It takes approximately 50-60 years for the forest to reach any significant height and possible second
growth harvest. Again, for reasons stated previously, development of the harvested land is laughable.
Interests of the Trust would be best served with a land trade with the Forrest Service or SE Alaska Land
Trust with a potential parcel which is easier to access, harvest at a lower cost and lend itself to develop.
Additionally, I would suggest that the devastation left and to come of the select cut area will impact the
marketability of the other parcels on Cat Island which has been designated for development.
5. Management of the Trust land prudently, efficiently and with accountability to the Trust and its
beneficiaries.
I will take beneficiaries to mean the citizens of Alaska and the trust they have bestowed on the Trust to
manage the assets granted them to manage. I understand the major revenue for the Trust is harvesting
the land; I prefer to refer to this process as “rape and pillage”. The plots of land where the lumber has

been stripped from the mountainsides are like a checkerboard all over Prince of Wales Island. The
brown patches intermixed with various stages of growth patches mark the landscape. These are visible
along the waterway of Kasaan Bay and Twelve Mile Arm, to name a small section. Flying over from
Ketchikan to Hollis or on to Craig or Klawock, leaves a lasting impression of stripped land, patches of
muskeg. It is my understanding that on land where the spruce and cedar are cut, that the spruce is the
most hardy to return, therefore eliminating or reducing the return and replenishment of the cedar
which is prized by many.
Also, I would like to point out the disturbance to the peace and quiet of our area will be violated
by the whop, whop, of the helicopters, all hours of the day, as they travel with their timber to points of
departure. The impact on the residents, animals and most of all the habitat of our birds, ducks and
eagles that inhabit the area around and on Cat Island!
Consideration must be given also to the reduction in land value of those citizens who currently
own property which face Cat Island. All of us will be dead before there is enough regrowth to
aesthetically contribute to the view and positively impact property prices.
Sincerely,
Deena K Stacy Taylor
PO Box 473
Craig, AK 99921
#10 Harbor Circle
Hollis, AK 99950
817-907-1038
Attachments:

Wildlife Species and Their Habitat: The Adverse Impacts of Logging
A Supplement to End of the Road
Wind in the Forests of Southeast Alaska and Guides for Reducing Damage, by A.S. Harris
And the following statement from “High Country News, January 6, 2015”
“Yet old-growth logging is controversial, and in 2010, the Forest Service announced it would effectively end
old-growth logging in the Tongass. In the last two decades, a combination of market forces, timber reform
and environmental lawsuits have brought Southeast Alaska’s old-growth industry to its knees.”

Attachments:

To support my above statements, I present some of the research I have read.
The following excerpts from articles refer to the “blow-down effect” experienced with select
cut practice of lumbering and the impact of cutting down “old growth” forest on the Sitka
Black Tail Deer.
Wildlife Species and Their Habitat: The Adverse Impacts of Logging
A Supplement to End of the Road

The adverse impacts of roadbuilding and logging on wildlife and ecological values -- surveyed by
NRDC's End of the Road report -- are among the best-studied topics in the natural sciences. This
supplement to our report provides additional detail on the specific effects of logging on North
American wildlife, as studied and recorded in independently peer-reviewed scientific publications.

Sitka Black-tailed Deer
Odocoileus hemionus sitkensis
Kirchhoff, M. D., and S. R. G. Thomson. 1998. Effects of selective logging on deer habitat in
southeast Alaska: A retrospective study. Research final report. Juneau, Alaska: Alaska
Department of Fish and Game, Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Project.
The authors investigated forest composition, structure, and growth in stands with different intensities
of logging conducted 50 or more years prior. The plots sampled had 20 to 80 percent of their basal
area removed. The biomass of winter deer forage species (primarily blueberry) significantly
decreased as logging intensity increased.
Person, D. K., M. Kirchhoff, V. V. Ballenberghe, G. C. Iverson, and E. Grossman. 1996.The
Alexander Archipelago wolf: A conservation assessment. General technical report, PNW-GTR384. Portland, Oregon: USDA Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Research Station.
The habitat needs of Sitka black-tailed deer are summarized as part of this conservation assessment
on the Alexander Archipelago wolf. The research reviewed indicates that old-growth forest stands are
important to deer during the winter and that clear cuts and even-aged second-growth stands provide
poor habitat. In addition, fragmentation of old-growth due to clear-cut logging results in deer being
confined to isolated stands during the winter and suffering higher rates of mortality from malnutrition
or predation.
Hanley, T. A. 1991. Old-growth forests and biological conservation in temperate rainforests of
North America. In Wildlife conservation: Present trends and perspectives for the 21st
century, edited by N. Maruyama, B. Bobek, Y. Ono, W. Regelin, L. Bartos, and P. Ratcliffe.
Proceedings of the International Symposium on Wildlife Conservation in Tsukuba and
Yokohama, Japan (August 21-25, 1990). Tokyo: Japan Wildlife Research Center.
A brief review of old-growth temperate rainforest ecology, focusing on southeastern Alaska and
natural disturbance regimes versus clear-cut disturbance. In particular, the authors address the
impact on herbivores such as deer because of differences in plant species and plant chemical
composition between old-growth and even-aged managed forests. Leaves growing in shaded
understories have two times greater concentrations of digestible proteins than leaves (of the same

species) growing in open clear-cuts. Even-aged management and silvicultural thinning’s also result in
lower forage quality because herbs -- the most nutritiously valuable forage -- are quickly shaded out
by a dense shrub layer and the natural, small, and frequent disturbance regime of gap formation in
old forests is no longer present.
Schoen, J. W., and M. D. Kirchhoff. 1990. Seasonal habitat use by Sitka black-tailed deer on
Admiralty Island, Alaska. Journal of Wildlife Management 54:371-78.
The author’s radio tracked Sitka black-tailed deer to investigate their habitat use during different
seasons. During winter and spring, the deer used old growth almost exclusively, with particularly high
usage of high-volume old growth, as occurs at low elevations.
Hanley, T. A., C. T. Robbins, and D. E. Spalinger. 1989. Forest habitats and the nutritional
ecology of Sitka black-tailed deer: A research synthesis with implications for forest
management. General technical report, PNW-GTR-230. Portland, Oregon: USDA Forest
Service, Pacific Northwest Research Station.
A review of research on habitat and food resources used by the Sitka black-tailed deer in western
hemlock and Sitka spruce forests of southeastern Alaska. The authors conclude that it is important to
retain old-growth forests, as they provide key food resources during the winter months, when they
have lower snow accumulation, and during the summer, when shaded leaves provide higher-protein
food.
Kirchhoff, M. D., and J. W. Schoen. 1987. Forest cover and snow: Implications for deer habitat
in Southeast Alaska. Journal of Wildlife Management 51:28-33.
The authors investigated the relationship between snow depth and forest stand characteristics in
order to identify valuable winter habitat for Sitka black-tailed deer. The lowest snow depths occurred
in high-volume old-growth stands.
Rose, C. L. 1984. Response of deer to forest succession on Annette Island, southeastern
Alaska. In Fish and wildlife relationships in old-growth forests, edited by W. R. Meehan, T. R.
Merrell, Jr. and T. A. Hanley. Morehead City, North Carolina: American Institute of Fishery
Research Biologists.
Deer use of old-growth forests during winter was compared to their use of clear-cuts and secondgrowth forest (1- to 270-year-old stands) on Annette Island at the southern tip of the Alexander
Archipelago. Deer showed a strong preference for old-growth forest in the winter, using old-growth
stands almost seven times more than clear-cuts and second-growth.

Yet old-growth logging is controversial, and in 2010, the Forest Service announced it would effectively end oldgrowth logging in the Tongass. In the last two decades, a combination of market forces, timber reform and
environmental lawsuits have brought Southeast Alaska’s old-growth industry to its knees.
“High Country News, January 6, 2015”

Wind in the Forests of Southeast Alaska and Guides for Reducing Damage
A.S. Harris

Selections from this document follow:
Southeast gales:
Southeast gales2 are the most damaging fall and winter storms that occur in southeast Alaska. These storms
have winds rotating counterclockwise around a central area of low barometric pressure (cyclones).
Effects of Wind on Soil and Tree Roots:
Blowdown can result in drastic disturbance to the forest soil. In many ways, uprooting of trees can be similar
to subsoil plowing (Armson and Fessenden 1973, Shaler 1891), and it results in the mound-and-pit topography
so common in southeast Alaska (fig. 3). This process and its effect on soil have been described by many writers
(Lutz 1940, 1960; Lutz and Griswold 1939; Lyford and Maclean 1966; Mcintosh 1961; Stephens 1956; van Hise
1904). When a tree with roots extending into mineral soil is uprooted by wind, a large mass of soil and rock is
lifted with the roots thus producing a pit. As the fallen tree decays, the uprooted soil, roots, and stem settle to
form a mound. The mound is leeward of the pit in the direction of the tree fall. From the position of mounds
and pits, the direction of tree fall can be determined many years after the event, even though most traces of
the fallen tree have disappeared. This information is often helpful in determining the long-term blowdown
history of an area.

Figure 3
Typical mound-and-pit topography resulting from wind throw. Mounds may also develop on the forest floor
without trees being uprooted. When a tree dies as a result of insect attack, disease, or other causes, it will
occasionally remain standing instead of toppling over and gradually deteriorate in place. When this happens,
rotten wood and bark slough off and accumulate around the rooted stump and, in time, produce a mosscovered mound of humus. Excavation will usually reveal, however, that such mounds lack rocks or mineral soil
and that an associated pit or remains of the prostrate trunk are missing. Wind, through its effect on uprooting
or swaying of trees may trigger soil mass movement on steep slopes (fig. 4). Lutz (1960) concluded that
uprooting of trees contributes to movement downslope of the soil and rock mantle and may initiate local gully
type erosion. Swanston (1967a) found that the majority of debris avalanches on shallow, colluvial soils that he
studied occurred on timbered slopes and originated in areas of wind thrown trees or extensive overhanging
rock bluffs. His studies (Swanston 1967b, 1969) relating rainfall to pore-water pressure showed that a shallow
till soil will become saturated during a storm that produces over 5 inches of rainfall in 24 hours. The resulting
pore-water pressure can reduce internal soil sheer strength by as much as 60 percent (Swanston 1967b,
1969). Such storms occur at 2- to 5-year intervals in southeast Alaska (Miller 1963). Strong winds often
accompany heavy rains; when these are combined with reduced rooting strength, the chances for blowdown
are greatly increased
Effects on Fish Habitat:
Wind may also affect fish habitat when trees are blown into streams or when streamside shade is removed.
Blowdown is one of the principal ways for debris to get into streams (Swanson and Lienkaemper 1978).
Blowdown:

In southeast Alaska, most rooting of hemlock and spruce is shallow (fig. 10). Precipitation is heavy and
drainage is often restricted. Soils frequently are shallow over bedrock or cemented glacial till, or they have
spodic horizons restricting drainage. Cool soil temperatures reduce root growth, and this further restricts
rooting depth. Ross (1932) found that root activity of western hemlock and western redcedar (Thuja plicata
Donn ex D. Don) ceases at temperatures below 41 °F.
Trees damaged but not blown over in one wind storm may be far more susceptible to blowdown in
subsequent storms. Stems may be partially fractured and yet the tree remain standing. This occurs on the
leeward side of stems and is caused by compression failure when the wood fibers are compressed beyond the
plastic limit (Mergen 1954).

Even-aged stands may be quite-windfirm so long as they remain intact and dense. Once opened up by thinning
or blowdown, however, they may be vulnerable to additional damage. Studies with Sitka spruce in Great
Britain have shown that wind forces on trees in thinned plantations can be doubled by removing adjacent
trees and that once 3-4 percent of a stand in windthrown, up to 50 percent of the remainder will succumb
within the next 10 feet of height growth (Savill 1983). Experience suggests that old-growth cedar stands tend
to be more windfirm than similar stands of western hemlock or Sitka spruce. Cedar stands tend to be shorter
and more open and to have trees that are more firmly rooted with sparser, more flexible crowns.
Windfirmness of a stand can doubtless be increased or decreased by cultural treatment, but experience in
southeast Alaska is limited. Work elsewhere suggests that opening of both uneven-aged old-growth stands
and older even-aged stands, by thinning or partial cutting, can greatly reduce windfirmness. In contrast,
windfirmness of a young stand might be increased by frequent light thinnings that begin early in the life of the
stand.
Forest Type:
Cedar stands tend to be more open than hemlock and spruce stands, and trees are usually shorter and often
have tapering stems and buttressed roots, which tend to increase stability. Spruce stands were also fairly wind
firm, with blowdown loss of 0.65 percent. Western hemlock stands suffered losses at about twice this rate
(1.28 percent)
Aspect:
–Most blowdown occurred on east-facing aspects, with west-to-southeast facing aspects also receiving heavy
damage (table 14). Least damage occurred on north-facing aspects. Comparison of this distribution with
distribution of productive forest land showed that the rate of blowdown was high on the sector from
southeast to southwest with rate of damage also high on easterly and westerly aspects (table 14). The general
orientation of Prince of Wales Island is south-southeast to north-northwest, which is parallel to prevailing
storm winds (fig. 15). The heavy damage on easterly and westerly slopes may be the result of high wind speed
around the exposed flanks of mountain features, where winds tend to be accelerated by topography. In
contrast, north-facing aspects were damaged at a far lower rate.

