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2015 Our Muse Late Harvest Viognier
Our Muse is Estate grown Viognier. This variety is at
first lush and playful. Richness on the palate leads to
a sense of enchantment. Lest you be confused, Our
Muse is at the same time stiff in the spine and not to be
taken whimsically.
Viognier is the traditional white wine from Condrieu in
the Northern Rhône Valley of France. This variety
develops beautiful and delicate aromatics with a rich
unctuous mouth feel when grown in Oregon’s cool
Willamette Valley. Among our 35 acres of Pinot Noir,
we have planted just 0.41 acres of Viognier.
As is the case with Viognier, the vines build sugars quickly, while aroma and
flavor develop slowly. 2015 was just one of those years when the aroma
and flavor developed after exceeding the alcohol potential of table wine.
No matter, we waited until the sensory characteristics were way beyond
belief and fermented the juice Beerenauslese style in stainless steel.
Tasting Notes: The fruit for this wine was left to hang through the warm and
dry month of October to create a Beerenauslese style late harvest wine. The
desiccated and botrytis infected berries were whole cluster pressed. The
resulting nectar was settled overnight and fermented in stainless steel. Due
to the concentration of sugars, the fermentation was arrested at about 15%
alcohol leaving us with an intense and lingering expression of Viognier
Voluminously tropical aromas of star fruit, orchid, white peach, and hibiscus
accented with anise permeate. The unctuous and viscous texture embraces
the palate with rich and unrelenting island fruit flavors and exotic spices
supported by cleansing acidity.
Amalie Robert Estate was founded by Dena Drews and
Ernie Pink in 1999. Dena and Ernie left the corporate
world behind and began a journey to grow Pinot Noir
in the last best place on earth.

"...for fans of the delicate, graceful school of Pinot
Noir, which is decidedly the style that’s emphasized
here. A wide range of wines, almost entirely Pinot
Noir, are made from the 35 acres of estate vines, and
Drews and Pink aren’t afraid to hold them back for
late or successive releases depending on the
personality of each individual bottling. In warm
vintages the effects of the weather express
themselves on the wines here, but rarely do they head
into dark fruit territory…”
- Josh Raynolds, Vinous, December 2016

