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Editor’s Notes
Whoa! Another month’s Waves almost done. This article is, as usual, the last thing I write.
I have been thinking very hard this month on what to put in this section and frankly only one thing comes to mind,
Community.
Simply defined a community is a group of people who share something in common. You can define a community by the
shared attributes of the people in it and/or by the strength of the connections among them. You need a group of people
who are alike in some way, who feel some sense of belonging or interpersonal connection.
Some of you may have noticed I almost always select the word community in my articles as opposed to park or other
descriptive words I could select for the residents of Swan Lake Village. In the general sense, we are a community, Swan
Lake Village being the “something” that we have in common.
It is the deeper meaning, the “shared attributes”, the “sense of belonging”, and the “connections” among us that I endeavor
to build through this publication. It is not just a collection of meals and activities and what animals are seen around the
park, but a tool to build the “oneness” and become a true community.
Hopefully it is an uplifting publication and helps you get to know your neighbors better. Through this I hope that we
become a true community.
Written by Helen AHF Privitera
Please note that any of the editorial staff can be reached by email at wavesnews@aol.com
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Swan Lake Village

620 57th Ave. W., Bradenton, FL 34207
Office: (941) 756-5409 / Fax: (941) 753-3256
Emergency: (941) 779-7651
www.swanlakemhp.net
Office Hours
Monday thru Friday – 8:00 am to 5:00 pm
Saturday – 10:00 am to 2:00 pm
Closed Sunday
Staff
Kathy Dupont – Manager
Waves of Swan Lake Newsletter
Editorial Staff:
Bob Jarvis
Euniece Unger
Helen AHF Privitera
Editorial Staff & Contact email: wavesnews@aol.com
Newsletter Website: www.ontracnewsletters.net

Swan Lake Homeowners Association, Inc.
Board of Directors:
PRESIDENT
Ric Tyrer
Term: 12/31/18 – 12/31/20
VICE PRESIDENT
Jim Weisenbacher
Term: 04/01/18 – 12/31/19
TREASURER
Marlene Taylor
Term: 12/31/18 – 12/31/20
SECRETARY
Connie Hall
Term: 12/31/18 – 12/31/20
EVENT COORDINATOR
Candy Hill
Term: 04/01/18 – 12/31/19
MANAGEMENT LIAISON
Mo Dailey
Term: 04/01/18 – 12/31/19
DELEGATE AT LARGE
Becky Moore
Term: 04/01/18 – 12/31/19

Contact Information:
Please go to the following website for all the latest HOA
information, events and updated news
www.swanlakeresidents.net
If you can’t find the information you need there then
contact the HOA Board of Directors at this email address:
swanlakevillagehoaboard@gmail.com

Swan Lake Village Blog

For up to the minute news
swanlakevillagepeople.blogspot.com/
To report up-to-the-minute situations, email Linda at
slvpeople@yahoo.com
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Book Nook

Books, DVDs, and puzzles are available
free for all community residents to
borrow. To return borrowed articles
simply place them into the Returns Basket on the table in
the library area.
To donate items that are in good shape, please bring them
to the library for consideration. Place them in the Returns
Basket to be sorted and filed. The only books that are accepted are novels, especially those by popular authors. At
this time VHS tapes and nonfiction books (cookbooks and
instructional books) cannot be placed into the library. Any
unaccepted donations will be taken to Goodwill for disposal.
Views & Opinion Disclaimer to Residents of Swan Lake.
The views and opinions expressed in the articles printed in this
newsletter are strictly those of that article’s author. They may
not reflect the views of the residents of Swan Lake, the H.O.A.
Board of Directors, Swan Lake Management, or the staff of “The
Waves”. No personal attacks will be tolerated or published.
While every effort is made to assure all information published
is factual, an article’s accuracy is the sole responsibility of the
author.

ADVERTISING
DISCLAIMER
TO
DISCLAIMER TO
RESIDENTS
RESIDENTS
OF SWAN
OF SWAN
LAKE LAKE

The staff of “The Waves”, Swan Lake Management, and the
Swan Lake H.O.A. Board of Directors have not endorsed any
of the advertisers in this publication.
The companies advertising in this newsletter have paid a fee
to OnTrac Publishing for their advertising.
Please ensure that you research any company or individual
before undertaking any repairs or services.
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December Reminders

• Check the batteries in your smoke and
carbon monoxide detectors and if they
haven’t been changed in a year, do so.

Have something to sell? Maybe something to give away
that can’t go to the White Elephant sale such as furniture?
I have great news.

• Check your fire extinguishers to assure they are full and ready to go.

I have been toying with the idea of having a community
Classified section for several months. I spoke to On Trac
Publishing, who prints The Waves for us, and obtained their
permission to run such a section. However, there are rules.
It can’t contain any ads from businesses and it will be edited
for such things as grammar and length.

Requested by Connie Carpenter, Written by Helen AHF Privitera

From Management

Please do not park overnight in the street.
If you have a guest staying over, sign
them into the park and get a parking pass
from the office. If you have any questions,
please contact management at the office.
Approved by Community Management

Classifieds

As such I am putting out a call for your classified ads. This
will be a work in progress until I get the bugs worked out
but I am hoping it will be of value to our residents.
Write your ad up and send it to The Waves at wavesnews@
aol.com or drop it off to me at J1. Don’t forget a description
of the item and your contact information, at least a telephone number and your ad will go into the next available
issue.
Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera

Recipe of the Month
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Guess Who??
So far everyone is stumped. Is that a good thing? I think so.
November’s person of note was Richard Skidmore from J-4.
This one might be a bit easier but I doubt it. What a great
picture! Guess away.

Poem of the Month
December in Florida

From the north country I came
Tired of the snowing and blowing
To Florida I moved
To enjoy the sun’s showing and glowing
Wonderful weather and beautiful days
No shoveling or sliding while I am going
I love it here always
I can watch green things growing
BUT…...

Please submit pictures to our staff. We are running low so
HELP!
If the pictures are in digital format, they can be submitted to
wavesnews@aol.com. Hard copies can be loaned to Helen
Franklin at J-1. They will be scanned and promptly returned
to you, even while you wait.
Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera

Halloween is supposed to be cold
Thanksgiving colder yet
Christmas no snow, OH NO!
Wasn’t Jesus born in the desert?
From the north country I came
Tired of the snowing and blowing
To Florida I moved
To enjoy the sun’s showing and glowing
Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera

Christmas Caroling
around the
Community
Monday evening December 23rd 2019
Meet at the club house parking lot at 5:30 pm
We need:
All available golf carts
All available voices
What a wonderful way to brighten the holidays for our
shut-in neighbors!
There will be a sign-up sheet in the club house to volunteer yourself or your golf cart.
If you have questions: Call Darleen Vantil (B-19) at (517)
512-9087.
Submitted by Darleen Vantil

Thanks to Management

I wish to send a Thank You out to Swan Lake management
for the once a month gift of donuts at our Monday Coffee,
Social, & Info time.
And OMG, I have to put out a very special thanks again to
management for the beautiful Christmas tree which they
bought to grace our hall.
Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera

tion
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Soft Floors?

• Sub-Floor Repair/Replace
• New Laminate Flooring Install

10 Yrs
Exp.

Are Your
Floors
Unsafe?

State Licensed
Mobile Home Installer
# IH-1110636

INSURED &
FAMILY
OPERATED
ESTIMATES &
SMILES ALWAYS FREE

(941) 243-7561 or (800) 377-7885
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Club Encouragement News
Condolence:
* To The family of Ellie Hogan who was a resident at Swan Lake for many years. She led “Sit and
Be Fit”, and always sent The Waves to the SnowBirds when they were not in residence here.
Sunshine and Smiles sent to
* Richard Lanza on E-05 Golden had surgery Oct 29, and is now home recuperating.
* Lois Sidoti H-08 Swan Drive fell from her bike and shattered her knee. She had surgery
Tue. Oct.29, came home Fri. Nov. 1st, and is now also home recuperating.
* My surgery had to be postponed until January.
* Richard Lanza’s surgery was also postponed.
As always cards of condolence and encouragement are always welcome.
If I have missed anyone, I’m truly sorry. Please text me and let me know.
Thank you to you all that are sending me information and keeping me informed
God Bless Happy Holidays
Lea West
(305) 496-7512
Corrections:
* Jim Indusi passed away on September 7th
Corrections by Helen AHF Privitera

From the Desk of Mr. Trivia
Glass takes one million years to decompose, which means
it never wears out and can be recycled an infinite amount
of times!
Gold is the only metal that doesn’t rust, even if it’s buried
in the ground for thousands of years.

White Elephant Sale

The White Elephant Sale has been moved to February 1st.
We still need volunteers to man/ woman the various areas.
Not only does the success of the sale depend on this help
but if enough help is not obtained, we may not be able to
have this event. SO, HELP!!
Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera

Your tongue is the only muscle in your body
that is attached at only one end.
Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera
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Get to Know Our Other
Community Residents
Lulu

This month features a
cutie named Lulu. Gail
Steffens got her from
Bishops animal shelter
in February. She turned
three in May so was an
older cat and as such
spent six months at the
shelter.
This wonderful kitty is
a total snuggle bunny
and loves to sleep on
Gail. Her favorite things to do are play with her feather toys
and play fetch with her little mice toys. She also loves to
race from one end of the house to the other and thinks it
is funny to scare her owner. Lulu is very friendly and loves
company. Like most cats she likes high places like the top of
doors, the refrigerator and Gail’s shelving units. Her opinion
is that face scratches are the best and she would let Gail do
it all day long.
Gail states Lulu was what was missing in her life even though
she did not know it. Evidentially her visit to the shelter was
the best thing she ever did for herself.
Submitted by Gail Steffens, Written by Helen AHF Privitera

HOA President’s Messages

To say the atmosphere in our community has changed
would be stating the obvious, obvious because I am hearing
it from residents all the time.
The positive attitude and pleasant disposition of our new
community manager, Kathy DuPont has made a big difference and that is “rubbing off” on our residents. It also
appears that this publication has adopted a new approach
complimenting this positively.
As for the Home Owners Association Board, there is now a
mutual cooperation which I personally find very refreshing!!
Long may this trend continue.
Ric Tyrer
President

A Big Surprise to Me

About three months ago I received a Messenger request
from a nephew who I hadn't heard from in years, 39-years
to be exact. At first, I thought it was a hoax but after further communication I realized he was indeed my nephew,
Robert Collier.
He lives in Holiday, Florida and thought I was living in
Michigan. He came for a two-day visit to get reacquainted.
We had a great visit renewing old times and learning what
went down over the past years. As a special treat to me,
Robert came with me to play Dominoes at the clubhouse
on Wednesday which was lots of fun.
Submitted by Lea West

Robert Collier & Gene Clark
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The Knit Wits

And yet more from the Knit Wits. Come and be a Knit Wit
with us.
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Words of Wisdom
from Sheriff Chris

Following are some safety & crime prevention
tips from our friendly Sheriff Chris Ralston:
1) If you see something, Say something.
To report emergencies, crimes or critical information call 911
To report non-critical information call 941-7473011 extension 2260

2) When leaving your vehicle remove valuables.
3) Lock it or lose it, especially bicycles.
Helen Privitera’s Baskets, some but not all

4) Screen your telephone calls and never give
out personal information over the phone.
5) Watch out for Distractionary Burglary. This is where one
person claims to be a salesman or repairman to get you
outside your house and distracted while another burglarizes your home.
Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera

Lea West’s Christmas Cards Placemat

Connie Carpenter’s
Diamond Painting Elephant
Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera
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Meals
Out

Carrabbas

Red Hatters

Chicken Salad Chick

Island Time

Edelweiss
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Some of us don’t swim we just bob!

See, we just bob!

We even bob in the rain.

Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera

Puzzle
Simply put the number from the beginning of the phrase next to the letter that completes it. I think this one is really fun.
1. Don't change horses		
				
A. both shall fall into the ditch.
2. Strike while							
B. who the sun shines on.
3. It's always darkest						
C. is good news.
4. Never underestimate the power of				
D. there’s fire.
5. You can lead a horse to water				
E. as those who will not see.
6. Don't bite the hand						
F. as a mile.
7. No news							G. the sword.
8. A miss is as good 						
H. than never.
9. You can't teach an old dog					
I. before the dawn.
10. If you lie down with dogs,					
J. try, try again.
11. Love all,							
K. you get up with fleas.
12. The pen is mightier than					
L. positive thinking.
13. An idle mind is						
M. three’s a crowd.
14. Where there's smoke					
N. new tricks.
15. Happy the bride						
O. is worth two in the bush.
16. A penny saved						
P. in midstream.
17. Two's company,						
Q. that feeds you.
18. Don't put off till tomorrow					
R. the devil's workshop.
19. Laugh and the whole world laughs with you,		
S. what you can do today.
20. There are none so blind					
T. but you can’t make it drink.
21. Children should be seen 					
U. is a penny earned.
22. If at first you don't succeed					
V. and not heard.
23. You get out							
W. the iron is hot.
24. And if the blind lead the blind				
X. what you put in.
25. A bird in the hand						
Y. trust a few, do wrong to none.
26. Better late							
Z. cry and you cry alone.
Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera
(Solution on Pg. 25)
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Letter to the Editor
The Birds Vs Scary Eyes:
After my knee operation my surgeon suggested that swimming would be good physical therapy for recovery. Before
the wound was fully healed when I could start a regimen, I
observed 2 ducks swimming in the pool, just having a highold time, splashing & pooping their evening away. Upon
mentioning this to those who would know or care, I was
told that there are often as many as 6 birds despoiling the
water. I have learned that management hires a pool maintenance company to suck out the excrement on a regular
basis along with the regular pool maintenance. Imagine the
condition of the pool sand filters that the vacuum water &
pool water flows through! When I mentioned this disgust, I
was told not to worry because the chlorine will take care of
it! To those with this belief, you should Google the “Giardia”
parasite to see if you want to take the risk. I do not, will not
& have not used the pool to this day.
I cannot believe that people would regularly swim in
a contaminated pool risking one of the most severe &
long-lasting cases of diarrhea with which you could come
down with, without taking any action what-so-ever! The
fecal contamination by these filthy fowl was not imagined:
It was so bad one time that the pool maintenance company
had to be called back to finish their job. It is my opinion that
the pool should have been shut down until the situation
was remedied.
Now you all know my philosophy that if you whine about
something, you are obligated to do something about it. I
whined… so I purchased the 3 “Scary Eyes” that the regulars have seen in the pool. These eyes actually scare the
stupid, filthy pests into thinking they are in danger & they

apparently move along to safer locations to infect with their
dangerous, chlorine-resistant parasitic cysts. We need to
thank Terry & Connie for caring for our herd of Scary Eyes.
I just received a report that the ducks have not been seen
in many weeks.
Knowing that these adorned beach-balls (shh... don’t tell the
birds that the eyes don’t bite) will not last indefinitely, my
suggestion is that the regular swimmers toss a few bucks
each into a kitty to purchase replacements when needed.
It is for your own health & safety.
Bob Jarvis
Editorial response:
I did some research and most of the information on Giardia
parasite concerns drinking water and is a concern because
of the relatively low level of chlorine. The higher levels of
this chemical in the pool takes care of the cyst in the filters.
Our pool has always met testing standards and I am confident in the water quality.
Personally, however, I do not like the thought of swimming
in a high concentration of animal poop, that is why I do not
go in the gulf, ocean, lakes, or ponds.
So, thank you so much for the “Scary Eyes”. They are, indeed,
addressing the problem. I will bring the matter of new “scary
eyes” to the appropriate parties. Please get the purchase
information to me.
Helen AHF Privitera

Special Thanks
Just in case you didn’t notice, the chairs in the clubhouse
have recently been wiped down and disinfected. We wish
to send a special thanks to Connie and Terri Carpenter,
Barbara Robitaille, Brenda Weisenbacher, and Nell Rapini
for accomplishing this task to make a cleaner brighter
clubhouse for us all.
Also, a great thanks go out to the crew who prepared the
shuffleboard courts for the season. Included are Dale
Vanderlaan, Joe Fitzgerald, Carol Boland, Chris Hopkins, Terry
Carpenter, Connie Carpenter, and Sam Dix.
Written by Helen AHF Privitera
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Event Notes:
All Meals Out – See Bulletin Board for details &
sign-up sheets.
Special Events – These may require advance ticket
purchase instead of sign-up sheets. The Bulletin
Board will also be used for details concerning
Special Events.

Swan Lake V
SUNDAY

MONDAY

1

Monday Coffee, Social &
Info 8am Clubhouse
Sit & Be Fit
After Coffee
Clubhouse
Texas Hold’em Cards
Clubhouse 6:30pm

Snickers:
* What kind of Christmas music do elves like?
… “Wrap” music

8

* What’s St. Nicholas’s favorite measurement in
the metric system?
… The Santa-meter!
* What’s red and white and falls down chimneys?
… Santa Klutz!

2

15

9

29

Knitting/Cr
Clubhouse

Dinner Out
Sign up

Knitting/Cr
Clubhouse

Monday Coffee, Social &
Info 8am Clubhouse
Sit & Be Fit
After Coffee Annual H.
Clubhouse – Requires
Texas Hold’em Cards
ship badge
Clubhouse 6:30pm
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Monday Coffee, Social &
Info 8am Clubhouse
Sit & Be Fit
After Coffee
Clubhouse
Texas Hold’em Cards
Clubhouse 6:30pm

22

TU

Knitting/Cr
Clubhouse

Christmas
advance tic

23

Monday Coffee, Social &
Knitting/Cr
Info 8am Clubhouse
Sit & Be Fit
After Coffee Clubhouse
Texas Hold’em Cards
Clubhouse 6:30pm
Christmas Caroling Requires sign-up

30

Monday Coffee, Social & Info
8am Clubhouse
Sit & Be Fit
After Coffee
Clubhouse
Texas Hold’em Cards
Clubhouse 6:30pm

Knitting/Cr
Clubhouse

New Year’s
Requires a
purchase

15
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Village December 2019

UESDAY

WEDNESDAY

3

rafts “Knit -Wits” Sit & Be Fit
e
10:00am

t - Requires

4

8:30am
Clubhouse

Games 6:00pm Clubhouse
Euchre 6:30pm Clubhouse

10

Sit & Be Fit

FRIDAY

5

6

7

12

13

14

Lady Hackers Golf 9:00am
come to coffee Monday for
more info
Mah-Jongg
1:00pm
Clubhouse
Shuffleboard
6:30pm
Shuffleboard Court

18

Sit & Be Fit

8:30 am
Clubhouse Movie Night Clubhouse
6:00pm
Poker-Clubhouse 6:00pm
Dominos - Clubhouse
6:30pm

19

8:30am
rafts “Knit -Wits”
Clubhouse
e
10:00am Games 6:00pm Clubhouse

20

Lady Hackers Golf 9:00am
come to coffee Monday for
more info
Mah-Jongg
1:00pm
Clubhouse
Euchre
6:30pm
Clubhouse
Dinner – Requires
Shuffleboard
6:30pm
Red Hat Ladies Meeting
Shuffleboard Court
cket purchase
Parade – Re11:30am Sign-up in Clubhouse Christmas
quires sign-up

Sit & Be Fit

rafts “Knit -Wits” Sit & Be Fit
e
10:00am

Sit & Be Fit

24

25

8:30am
Clubhouse

Games 6:00pm Clubhouse
Euchre 6:30pm Clubhouse

s Eve Party –
advance ticket

26

Lady Hackers Golf 9:00am
come to coffee Monday for
more info
Mah-Jongg
1:00pm
Clubhouse
Shuffleboard
6:30pm
Shuffleboard Court

31		

rafts “Knit -Wits”
e
10:00am

SATURDAY

Lady Hackers Golf 9:00am Sit & Be Fit
8:30 am Movie Night Clubhouse
come to coffee Monday for
Clubhouse
6:00pm
more info
Mah-Jongg
1:00pm
Clubhouse Poker-Clubhouse 6:00pm
Shuffleboard
6:30pm Dominos - Clubhouse
Shuffleboard Court
6:30pm
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8:30am
rafts “Knit -Wits” Sit & Be Fit
Clubhouse
e
10:00am Ladies Lunch
Sign up in the Clubhouse
.O.A. Meeting
Time to be determined
s green member- Games 6:00pm Clubhouse
ge
Euchre 6:30pm Clubhouse
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THURSDAY

21

8:30 am
Clubhouse Movie Night Clubhouse
Breakfast Out
8:30am
6:00pm
Sign up in Clubhouse
Poker-Clubhouse 6:00pm
Dominos - Clubhouse
6:30pm

27

28

8:30 am
Clubhouse Movie Night Clubhouse
6:00pm
Poker-Clubhouse 6:00pm
Dominos - Clubhouse
6:30pm
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Holidays Four All
This month we are highlighting the
four different major holidays in December. I do not wish to slight anyone
as there may be others of which I am
not aware and I apologize for not
highlighting them. The four celebrations I am referring to are Christmas,
Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, and Ramadan.
I hope everyone will have a safe and
happy holiday season. God bless each
and every one.
Christmas
Christmas is an annual festival commemorating the birth of Jesus Christ. It is observed primarily
on December 25th as a religious and cultural celebration
among billions of people around the world. A feast central
to the Christian liturgical year, it is preceded by the season
of Advent or the Nativity Fast. It initiates the season of
Christmastide, which historically in the West lasts twelve
days and culminates on Twelfth Night. Christmas Day is a
public holiday in many of the world's nations, is celebrated
religiously by a majority of Christians, as well as culturally
by many non-Christians. It forms an integral part of the
holiday season that is centered around it.
The traditional Christmas narrative, the Nativity of Jesus,
delineated in the New Testament says that Jesus was born in
Bethlehem, in accordance with messianic prophecies. When
Joseph and Mary arrived in the city, the inn had no room
and so they were offered a stable where the Christ Child was
soon born. Angels proclaimed this news to shepherds who
then further disseminated the information.
Although the month and date of Jesus' birth are unknown,
the church in the early fourth century fixed the date as
December 25. This corresponds to the date of the solstice
on the Roman calendar. For Christians, believing that God
came into the world in the form of man to atone for the sins
of humanity, rather than Jesus' exact birth date, is considered to be the primary purpose in celebrating Christmas.
The celebratory customs associated in various countries
with Christmas have a mix of pre-Christian, Christian, and
secular themes and origins. Popular modern customs of the
holiday include gift giving, completing an Advent calendar,
Christmas caroling, viewing a Nativity play, an exchange of
Christmas cards, church services, a special meal, the display
of various Christmas decorations, and waiting for Santa
Claus’ visit to bring gifts.

Hanukkah
Hanukkah is Hebrew for Dedication.
It can also be also spelled Hanukka,
Chanukah, or Chanukkah, and is also
called the Feast of Dedication, Festival
of Lights, or Feast of the Maccabees.
Hanukkah is a Jewish festival that
begins on Kislev 25 (in December, according to the Gregorian calendar) and
is celebrated for eight days. Hanukkah
reaffirms the ideals of Judaism and commemorates in particular the rededication of the Second Temple of Jerusalem
by the lighting of candles on each day of the festival.
According to I Maccabees, the celebration of Hanukkah
was instituted by Judas Maccabeus in 165 BC to celebrate
his victory over Antiochus IV Epiphanes, the Seleucid king
who had invaded Judaea, tried to Hellenize the Jews, and
desecrated the Second Temple in Jerusalem. Following his
victory in a three-year struggle against Antiochus, Judas
ordered the cleansing and restoration of the Temple. After
it was purified, a new altar was installed and dedicated on
Kislev 25. Judas then proclaimed that the dedication of the
restored Temple should be celebrated every year for eight
days beginning on that date.
The celebration of Hanukkah includes a variety of religious
and nonreligious customs. The most important of all is the
lighting of the menorah, a candelabra with eight branches
plus a holder for the shammash (“servant”) candle that is
used to light the other eight candles. Although the traditional practice of lighting candles at Hanukkah was not
established in the books of the Maccabees, the custom most
likely started relatively early. The practice is enshrined in the
Talmud, which describes the miracle of the oil in the Temple.
According to the Talmud, when Judas Maccabeus entered
the Temple, he found only a small jar of oil that had not been
defiled by Antiochus. The jar contained only enough oil to
burn for one day, but miraculously the oil burned for eight
days until new consecrated oil could be found, establishing
the precedent that the festival should last eight days.
In contemporary Israel, Hanukkah is a national holiday,
and students present plays, sing holiday songs, and have
parties. Schools are closed, and menorahs are displayed
atop such prominent buildings as the Israeli parliament, the
Knesset. A highlight of the eight-day festival is an annual
relay from Modi’in to Jerusalem. There are also a number
of nonreligious customs associated with Hanukkah. Potato
pancakes (latkes), doughnuts (sufganiyot), and other treats
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fried in oil, which recall the miracle of the oil, are popular.
Children receive presents and gifts of money (Hanukkah
gelt), which is sometimes distributed in the form of chocolate coins wrapped in gold foil. Card playing is common, and
children play a game with a four-sided top called a dreidel
(Hebrew sevivon). In countries where Christmas rituals are
widespread, some echoes of those rituals appear in Hanukkah celebrations. Some families, for example, exchange gifts
or decorate their homes.
The word Hanukkah in Hebrew also means “education,” and
rabbis and Jewish educators try to instill in their congregants and students the notion that the holiday celebrates
Jewish strengths, perseverance, and continuity.
Kwanzaa
The name Kwanzaa is derived from the phrase “matunda
ya kwanza” which means “first fruits” in Swahili. While many
assume that it is a religious holiday, Kwanzaa is not religious
in nature. It is also by no means meant to be a replacement
or substitute for Christmas. It is “an African American and
Pan-African holiday celebrated by millions throughout the
world African community” and “a celebration of family,
community, and culture.”
The annual holiday of Kwanzaa was created in 1966 by Dr.
Maulana Karenga, professor and chairman of Black Studies
at California State University, Long Beach. Following the
Watts riots in Los Angeles, Dr. Karenga longed for ways to
bring African-Americans together as a community. Karenga
combined traditions of several different harvest celebrations, such as those of the Ashanti and Zulu people, to form
Kwanzaa. This festival of lights is rich in symbolism, as it was
conceived during one of the darkest periods in Los Angeles’
history, during a key moment in the civil rights movement.
Kwanzaa is celebrated with red, black, and green. These
three colors were important symbols in ancient Africa.
Green is for the fertile land of Africa; black is for the color
of the people; and red is for the blood that is shed in the
struggle for freedom.
There are 7 Principles and 7 Symbols that emphasize a
unique set of values during the 7 days of Kwanzaa. And if
you didn’t happen to notice, the holiday’s name also has
seven letters. The seven principles, or Nguzo Saba, are a
set of ideals created by Dr. Karenga. Each day of Kwanzaa
emphasizes a different principle. The principles are: Unity,
Self-Determination, Collective Work and Responsibility,
Cooperative Economics, Purpose), Creativity, and Faith.
Each family celebrates Kwanzaa in its own way, but celebrations often include songs and dances, African drums,
storytelling, poetry reading, and a large traditional meal. On
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December 31, families gather for the great feast of Karamu.
This feast may be held at a home, church, or community
center. The meal generally includes traditional African dishes as well as those featuring ingredients Africans brought
to the United States, such as sesame seeds, peanuts, sweet
potatoes, collard greens, and spicy sauces.
Ramadan
Ramadan is the ninth month of the Islamic Calendar. It is
also spelled Ramazan, Ranzan, Ramadham, or Ramathan. It
is the month in which the Quran was revealed.
Muslims hold that all scripture was revealed during Ramadan, the scrolls of Abraham, Torah, Psalms, Gospel, and
Quran having been handed down on the first, sixth, twelfth,
thirteenth (in some sources, eighteenth) and twenty-fourth
Ramadans, respectively. Muhammed is said to have received
his first quranic revelation on Laylat al-Qadr, one of five
odd-numbered nights that fall during the last ten days of
Ramadan.
It is observed by Muslims worldwide as a month of fasting
(sawm), prayer, reflection and community. A commemoration of Muhammad's first revelation, annual observance of
Ramadan is regarded as one of the Five Pillars of Islam and
lasts twenty-nine to thirty days, from one sighting of the
crescent moon to the next.
Fasting from sunrise to sunset is obligatory for all adult
Muslims who are not acutely or chronically ill, travelling,
elderly, pregnant, breastfeeding, diabetic, or menstruating.
The spiritual rewards of fasting are believed to be multiplied
during Ramadan. Accordingly, Muslims refrain not only
from food and drink, but also tobacco products, sexual
relations, and sinful behavior, devoting themselves instead
to prayer, recitation of the Quran, and the performance of
charitable deeds as they strive for purity and heightened
awareness of God.
Submitted by Euniece Unger
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Creatures of Swan Lake

Look, it has a buddy

A Rosy Spoonbill

Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera

Family & Friends
Maintenance Plans
Available!

AC TODAY - NOT TOMORROW

!
State-certified in Florida Air conditioning repair service.

FREE SERVICE CALL
WITH COMPLETED REPAIR
COMPLIMENTARY ESTIMATES
& 2nd OPINIONS (no hassle)
Easy Financing Options Available

(941) 751-2642
www.actoday-fl.com

Lic #CAC1817009
Bonded & Insured
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December Birthdays
01
01
03
05
05
08
09
10
12
15
15
16
17
18
19

Brian McGuire
Ralph Koffel
Christopher Boland
David VanTil
Barbara Daniels
Roy Johnson
Bob Keehn
Margaret Paveglio
Ric Tyrer
John LaCrosse
Jeanne Owens
Doreen MacGowan
Jodi Hakamaki
Lucy Stetson
Linda Fleming

20
20
20
21
22
24
27
29
30
31

Paul Brock
Becky Schumann
Samuel Dix
Colleen Till-Nitz
Susan Gibson
Sandra Ouderkirk
Carol Kendall
Sonia Wolfe
Carole Fitzgerald
Mark Niewiadomski

December Anniversaries
01
20
22
24
24

Mark & Cathy Mettille
Roy & Jerry Johnson
Louie & Carolyn Sidoti
Dennis & Jermin Gidden Karlen
Bob & Vi Getz

From the records of Barb Robitaille, (978) 387-2242
Call for errors or omissions.

WC
INC.

AMS

Family Owned & Operated Since 1977

NOW Serving
You From
Largo, FL!

Call Today!
800-282-3572
727-471-0820

SERVING:
• Manatee
• Pinellas
• Pasco
• Hillsborough
• Hernando

The Very Best In: Window Replacement, Aluminum Roofovers, & Enclosures
E
FREax
E-Mus
Pl

Window Replacements
Built for Florida’s Climate

“Our new energy efficient windows installed
by AMS are beautiful. Everything from start
to finish was great.”
C. Wallace
Pinellas County

Aluminum Roofovers
Energy Star Compliant

10%

Discou

nt

“This is simply the best roof over system available. We love our new roof.
Thanks you and your staff.”
J. Howard
Pinellas County

Glass & Acrylic Enclosures

Turn your screen room into a livable lanai

“My husband and I now spend most of our
time in our lovely lanai. No more rain or dirt.
The workmanship is fabulous.”
M. Lowery
Tampa

We also Specialize in Vinyl Siding • Carports • Sheds • Screen Rooms
Serving your community for over 35 years.
Great Price • Great Products • Great Workmanship
Your neighbors have used us. How About You?

FREE ESTIMATES
Evening & Weekend
Appointments Available

Visit www.AMSOFFLA.com and view our informative video
FL State Certified • Licensed & Insured
General Contractor CG1515749 • Roofing Contractor CC C1329853

100% FINANCING
AVAILABLE
(with approved credit)

SAVE TIME AND MONEY BY CALLING US TODAY TO GET YOUR PROJECT STARTED!
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Swan Lake Village
Home of the Month – decEMBER 2019
The HOTM Committee will be halfway through the 2019-20 season with the selection of December’s home, and we all
agreed on the home choice for December. E-18 Silver Lane is this month’s winner.
It is the home of Mike and Sandy Capps…...oh, and little ‘Sadie’. They are very house-proud owners, and rightly so. They
purchased the home from Joan Young about 2 ½ years ago, and have been making it their own since then. They are
updating the interior, and are currently in the midst of changing out the living room carpet for hard surface flooring. The
awnings at the front of the house are now crisp white, and frame the exterior of the house nicely. They moved here from
Mississippi, and are loving it here in Swan Lake Village.
They love gardening, and the property shows exactly that. Sandy has the ‘greener’ thumb of the two and her plants all
seem to like where they have been put, with a couple of small exceptions (she’s still working on replacing or moving ‘em).
There is a large purple-flowered Plumbago in the center of the raised garden. Just beside it is a handsome, sturdy Dusty
Miller. There is a healthy Kalanchoe with those nice delicate orange-red flowers. There’s Milkweed to draw butterflies
and a variety of plants for color and purpose. They have installed a watering system to make sure everything gets much
needed moisture to help it grow. They also have a couple of Musa Banana palms which bear fruit. There is a bit of statuary,
and their gardens wrap all the way around the lanai. The home is on a corner, so the gardens are larger than most, with
nice surprises on both the front and side yards.
Congratulations on all your hard work, Mike and Sandy. Your efforts have culminated into a beautiful overall look, and
we will all be enjoying your yard and gardens on neighborhood walks.
Thanks.
Mike Gallant (HOTM committee member)
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Donations:
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Several of our residents take donations to local community charities.
“Our Daily Bread of Bradenton, Inc.”
1) Unopened non-perishable food items.
Pat Jarvis states that there is a drop-off basket in the clubhouse hallway or you can contact her at 941-243-3030.
Food donations MUST be UNOPENED as opened items cannot be used and will be discarded.
**Note** Be aware that there are two baskets in the hallway; one for food donations and one is actually a trash can. Please
be aware of this when discarding trash.
2) Clothing
Burt Tupper advises that new or used reusable clothing can be left on the table under his carport at F4 Bamby Ln.
He further wishes everyone to know these items are given at no cost to mostly homeless persons so no one is making
money off of these donations.
Lastly, your help to these charities is appreciated.
Written by Helen AHF Privitera

Special Donation Request for Christmas
The Bayshore Church of the Nazarene has a sidewalk ministry in which it passes out snacks and water to
students as they walk home from school each Thursday afternoon.
For Christmas they are going to add a bit more to this program. They will be giving out puzzles as an extra
gift.

You can help by donating new or used puzzles. So, if you have any puzzles you no longer want contact
Fran Woolston at G5 Bamby Lane. Your help is greatly appreciated and I am sure it will be a blessing.
Requested by Fran Woolston, Written by Helen AHF Privitera
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Swan Lake Village
Community Watch Program
Effective immediately, any resident who is going to be away from home
overnight or, for an extended period, can have their doors and windows
checked by the patrol.
Just advise the coordinator, Jeff Wolfe, and your request will be posted
on the nightly schedule.
Jeff Wolfe
C-30
941-545-3971

CALL FOR HELP!!

As you probably know our Community Watch program is a great help in adding a layer of
security to our community. What you may not know is that as a program it is understaffed. We
are losing one of its valuable members, adding to the staffing issues. This is a call for help. We
desperately need volunteers to cover some of the nights currently unmanned. Please consider
adding yourself to this resource and give Jeff a call at the above number.
Written by Helen AHF Privitera

Let us sell YOUR mobile home!
- FREE in-home value estimates ➢We partner with other mobile home agents
and companies to maximize the
sales exposure for your mobile home.
➢We use the Internet/Social Media
and other current technology to market
your mobile home.
➢Our company has been in the mobile home
sales business for over 40+ years.
$$$$

Ask about our
$$$$
customer referral program
NOW Hiring Sales Agents
& Sales Assistants!
Call Pamela TODAY
800-604-0715 x700

Florida MH Sales, LLC dba Mobile Home Sales by Jennifer
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Community Activities:
FEATURED:
Dinner Out - December 3 – Requires sign-up
Special events - December 10 – Annual H.O.A. Meeting – Requires green membership badge
		
December 17 – Christmas Dinner – Requires advance ticket purchase
		
December 19 – Christmas Parade – Requires sign-up
		
December 23 – Christmas Caroling – Requires sign-up
		
December 31 – New Year’s Eve Party – Requires advance ticket purchase
All Meals Out – See Bulletin Board for details & sign-up sheets.
Special Events – These may require advance ticket purchase instead of sign-up sheets. The Bulletin Board will also
be used for details concerning Special Events.

REGULAR:
Monday Coffee, Social & Info
Every Monday
8:00am
Clubhouse
Texas Hold’em Cards
Every Monday
6:30pm
Clubhouse
Sit & Be Fit
Every Monday
After Coffee
Clubhouse
Sit & Be Fit
Every Wed, Fri
8:30am
Clubhouse
Knitting / Crafts – “Knit-Wits”
Every Tuesday
10:00am
Clubhouse
Games
Every Wednesday
6:00pm
Clubhouse
Euchre
Every Wednesday
6:30pm
Clubhouse
Ladies Lunch – 12/11
2nd Wednesday
Time
Sign-up in Clubhouse
			
To be determined
Red Hat Ladies Meeting – 12/18
3rd Wednesday
11:30am
Sign-up in Clubhouse
Lady Hackers Golf
Every Thursday
9:00am
Come to Monday Coffee for
				
more info
Mah-Jongg
Every Thursday
1:00pm
Clubhouse
Shuffleboard
Every Thursday
6:30pm
Shuffleboard Court
Poker
Every Friday
6:00pm
Clubhouse
Dominos
Every Friday
6:30pm
Clubhouse
Breakfast Out – 12/20
3rd Friday
8:30am
Sign-up in Clubhouse
Movie Night
Every Sunday
6:00pm
Clubhouse

Puzzle Answers (Puzzle on Pg. 12)
1. P.

2. W.

3. I.

4. L.

13. R.

14. D. 15. B.

24. A.

25. O.

26. H.

5. T.
16. U.

6. Q.
17. M.

7. C.
18. S.

8. F.

9. N.

19. Z.

10. K.

20. E.

11. Y.

21. V.

12. G.

22. J.

23.X.
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Veteran’s Day Parade
We marked another Veteran’s Day, November 11th, with a golf cart parade followed by words of ‘Remembrance’ from Ric Tyrer and lunch afterward hosted
by the H.O.A. We shared our celebration with Pescara Lake, leaving Swan Lake
to have them join us in their parking lot.
Happily, the golf carts increased to 19 and two motorcycle honor guards. Thank
you, Sammy Dix and Jim Theriault, for joining and protecting the carts. Jim and
Brenda Weisenbacher joined by Diane Struhar and Terry and Connie Carpenter
helped which is greatly appreciated.
Most of all, thank you to our veterans who served. It is a privilege to help honor
them and REMEMBER.
Submitted by Pam Tyrer

Submissions
Submission of interesting articles is
always welcome. Reports of community activities, interesting articles, pictures and reminders may
be submitted via e-mail to Helen
AHF Privitera at wavesnews@aol.
com by the 10th of the month for
the next issue. It is our pleasure to
consider all such articles for publication.
Remember: This newsletter is also available online at
www.ontracnewsletters.com. Take this web address
with you when you travel so you can keep in touch.
Submitted by Helen AHF Privitera
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Swan Lake Village										
Resident Lot # ______
620 57th Ave. West
Bradenton, FL 34207

News from your home away from home:
To:
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