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Imperialism notes
Lesson 1

Types of Imperialism

I. Origins of Imperialism

· mid-1800s / Europe 

· Imperialism = domination by one country of the pol. + eco+ soc. life of another country

II. Types of Imperialism

· Colonies = direct rule = region controlled by a distant country

· Protectorates = indirect rule = foreign pwrs use local leaders to rule
· sphere of influence = sys. where a powerful country controls part of a weaker country 

· foreign countries had to follow European rules

III. Motives for Imperialism
· European countries = civilized + superior 
· Asia + Africa = uncivil + inferior to the Eur.
· Weak nations needed to be controlled

· Euro. need for natural resources ( ↑ imperialism

· Euro. nations expanded ( global empires + ↑ military bases 

· trade outlets ( spread goods + ideas + religions
· Euro. weapons ( conquest of most of Africa + India + China 
Lesson 2

African Imperialism

I. Motives for African Imperialism

· Mid-1800s
· motives = eco. / build global empires + obtain land + resources
· European’s duty to civilize weaker countries 

PLEASE INCLUDE WHITEMAN’S BURDEN ON SEPARATE SLIDE
II. Europeans arrive in Africa

· diseases + geographic probs kept Eur. out of Afr.

· I.R. ( steamboats + vaccines ( travel into Afr.
· late 1860s/ David Livingstone landed in the Congo 
· opened Afr. Up to Europe

· King Leopold II of Belgium forced Afr. tribes to give them the Congo River

· established rubber plantations + forced natives to work 
· Conditions = harsh and ↓ wages ( deaths
III. Cecil Rhodes
· British controlled S. Afr.

· Cecil Rhodes = British entrepreneur spread imperialism

· drained S. Afr. resources ( organized diamond-mining company 
· ↑ British control in S. Afr.
IV. The Berlin Conference

· 1880s/ “Scramble for Africa” = race to colonize Afr.
· Eur. had superior weapons (  conquest 

· 1884-1885/ Berlin Conference = Euro. divided Afr.
· No African countries were invited 

· Europeans created new boundaries ( separated ethnic + cultural tribes 
· 1914/ Ethiopia + Liberia = only independent African nations 

V. Effects of Imperialism

· Eur. enslaved + forced natives to work

· Replaced native culture w. Western cultures

· Eur. denied rights 

· built hospitals + schools ( ↑ medical care + edu. 
· railroad ( ↑ transportation + improved travel + trade
· ↑ communication/ telephone +  telegraph 
Lesson 3

Conflicts in Africa

I. Europeans in Africa

· 1500s/ Age of Exploration ( build global empires 
· Africans migrated south  ( conflict w. Dutch

· Dutch farmers = Boers / enslaved Africans + took their land

· Dutch expansion ( conflict w. Zulu Tribe
· Zulu Tribe led a resistance mov’t against foreign rule
II. The Zulu Tribe

· 1800s/ Shaka Zulu = leader of Zulu Tribe expanded
· Zulu fighting style + army = superior (  unified Afr. kingdom

· Zulu warriors fought against European pwrs
III. Conflict Erupts 
· The Boers + Zulus fought over land

· Zulus primitive weapons ( Dutch victory

· European tech. ( Eur. victories over Africans
IV. The Boer War

· late 1800s/ fighting over Cape Colony + S. Afr. ( conflict 
· The Boer Wars = fights btw. British +Dutch Boers = Afrikaners

· British tech. = superior ( defeat of Boer army

· 1902/ Boer Wars ended ( British control of S. Afr.
Lesson 4

The British in India
I. British control over India
· early 1800’s/ Britain controlled Indian trade + economy of India

II. Positive Effects of Imperialism on India

· Britain built hospitals + public schools 
· western education + legal procedures 
· improved sanitation + roads
· railroads ( ↑ transportation + trade 

III. Negative Effects of Imperialism on India

· Britain raised taxes + abused pwrs

· outlawed Hindu rituals + banned Hindu practices

· forced conversion to Christianity 
· abuses ( ↑ resentment + nationalism
IV. Sepoy Mutiny of 1857

· The Sepoy = Indians soldiers trained by the British / issued new rifles

· British tainted weapons ( Sepoy refusing the weapons

· Sepoy = imprisoned ( revolt/ Sepoy fought British soldiers

· purpose of  rebellion = drive the British out of India

· rebellion = crushed by superior British weapons

· British army completely controlled India
· late 1800s + early 1900s/ ↑ nationalism 
· leader = Mohandas Gandhi
Lesson 5

Chinese Imperialism
I. Britain enters China
· 1800s / Britain trades opium w. China for tea ( widespread addiction

· Chinese gov’t outlawed opium ( Britain ↑ opium trade
II. The Opium Wars
· 1839/ China declared war on Britain 
· China attempted to remove the English + opium

· Chinese junks [cargo ships] + old-style weapons = easily defeated by British gunships

· 1842/ Chinese surrender to the British

III. The Treaty of Nanjing

· treaty favored the British + granted them: 

· "extraterritoriality" = policy where all British citizens would face British law in China

· five open ports to trade goods ( doubling of opium trade
· indemnity = payment for all losses during the war
· control of the city of Hong Kong (controlled until 1997)
IV. Impact of Opium Wars

· Britain’s conquest of China ( Fra. + Ger+ Rus. + Japan taking pieces

· Imperialist powers created spheres of influence
· Europeans installed military bases + set up businesses + controlled trade for decades
Lesson 6
Resistance Movements in China

I. Effects of Imperialism on China

· Europeans destroyed + victimized China 

· treated Chinese ppl harshly 

· work on plantations for little to no money

· western ideas ( ↓ Chinese cultural identity 
· Europeans built new hospitals + schools
· improved transportation + communication
II. Resistance Mov’ts

· 19th + 20th century 

· White Lotus Rebellion =  failed Buddhist Rebellion / fought against taxes + gov’t corruption
· Taiping Rebellion/ led by a religious extremist

· almost conquered the Qing gov’t

· 30 million people died 
· China = unable to stop foreign aggression
III. Empress Dowager Cixi

· Controlled China by guiding underage emperors

· late 1880s/ ruled China from behind the scenes 
· 1898/ Cixi overthrew the emperor + took sole power of China

IV. The Boxer Rebellion

· 1900/ Cixi supported the Boxer Rebellion 
· Boxer Rebellion = violent anti-foreign + anti-Christian mov’t ( deaths of thousands + failed

· Chinese had to pay Europeans for damages 
· Qing Dynasty falls 1911

· 1912/ Chinese Republic formed
Lesson 7
The Meiji Restoration

I. Influence of Western Powers

· industrial powers exploited natural resources + raw materials ( ↑ industrialization

· mid-1800s/ U.S. =  imperial country

· U.S. Commodore Matthew Perry set up equal trade w. Japan
II. Meiji Restoration

· 1868/ Emperor Meiji reformed Japan
· Meiji Restoration = policy of rapid westernization / avoid being colonized

· Adopted western gov’t + economies + tech to modify Japan 

· rapid industrialization ( Japan = world pwr

· built factories + railroads + improved ports

· III. Social Impact 

· medicines + ↑ food prod. ( pop. ↑

· universal edu. sys./ science + tech. ( scientists to spread industrialization

· family structure didn’t change

· Child labor ↓ 

· male-dominated views remained 

· women gained some opportunities 

IV. Political Impact

· Germany influenced Parliament + voting system/ benefitted the wealthy

· foreign policy = imperialistic

· 1890’s/ Japan = industrial powerhouse

· industrializing + needed resources ( imperialism

· targeted Korea + China ( draining resources

· Japan expansion (  Russo-Japanese War/ 1904-05
· Japan won ( ↑ territory + respect 

· Japan = one of the most powerful countries in the world
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