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Implementing the Vision, Proclaiming the Word
by Eric Martin, Senior Pastor

Well, it is official we have a new church logo. Some might be wondering where are
we headed now in terms of vision implementation. I would like to turn your attention
to an old favorite children’s Bible song in order to answer that question.
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The B-I-B-L-E
Yes, that is the book for me
I stand alone on the Word of God
The B-I-B-L-E
This Bible song is a simple song, but nonetheless; a powerful way to teach our children the importance of the centrality of the Word of God in our lives. The centrality
of the Word is not only important for our individual lives it is also important in our corporate life in the church.
In 1 Timothy 3:15 Paul calls the church a pillar of the truth. “If I delay, you may know
how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living
God, a pillar and buttress of the truth (1 Timothy 3:15 ESV). K. S. Wuest (a prominent
New Testament Greek scholar), explains Paul is conveying “that the church is the
pillar, and as such, the prop or support of the truth.” Paul is emphasizing the plan of
God for the church (those whom God has called out of darkness into the light of His
son, Jesus) to speak the Word to the world. In essence Paul is saying if Northside is going to be faithful to its purpose we must be a Word-centered church!
What does it mean to be a Word-centered church? First, a Word-centered church is
a church that places the Scripture as the center of its focus in proclamation and in
its order (church structure and behavior). It means that we believe that the Scripture
is sufficient.
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Secondly, it means we will be a relational church. God has designed men and women in His image. And as God’s image bearer we are relational, just as the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit are relational. In Matthew the great commission commands us to go.
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
continued on page 3
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Indianapolis Theological Seminary—One More Time
By Nicholas Piotrowski

Everyone wants growth. Gardeners want their tomatoes
to grow large and red. Teachers want their students to
grow in knowledge. We all would like our bank accounts
to grow (though not our taxes!). Kids are in a hurry to
grow up. Sometimes their parents are also in a hurry for
them to grow up! And we at Northside desire growth
here as well. The last stanza of one of my favorite hymns,
“How Sweet and Awesome is the Place,” says:
We long to see thy churches full,
That all the chosen race
May, with one voice and heart and soul,
Sing thy redeeming grace.
Amen! Who doesn’t want that? But sometimes growth
(or even the most desired growth) is not experienced
in one place, but spread out over several places. Here
is what I mean. In Acts 13:2 the Holy Spirit identifies
Barnabas and Paul for ministry, and then in the next
verse the church in Antioch sends them away. Why
would they do that? Surely keeping these two would
have produced growth right there in Antioch. Well the
obvious answer is that Kingdom growth doesn’t always
mean growth in one’s own church. But it means growth
in other places where one’s church decidedly is not!
And so, Barnabas and Paul were sent out as missionaries,
as we still do today.
But equally, they were sent out as church planters.
They didn’t just preach the gospel in the following
pages of Acts. They preached the gospel and formed
communities of new believers who could continue to
preach the gospel after they moved on. In other words,
healthy local churches are the Lord’s primary instrument
for outreach and evangelism, and therefore Kingdom
growth.
Well, all this raises a question for us today: Where do
church planters, or missionaries, or pastors, etc. come
from? They come from other local churches (as in
Antioch) ready to send them out. And that is another
way I would encourage us here at Northside to think
about growth. Not just NBC growth but also Kingdom
growth. How are we planting churches locally? How
are we helping other churches that are struggling? How
can we help revitalize churches that are fading? How
can we supply fertilizer for churches that are shrinking?
As you know, I’m involved with starting a new seminary
here in Indianapolis. I try not to talk about it too much.
I try not to let it be distraction from my responsibilities
here at Northside. That’s why I hope many of you will
come to the ITS Information and Fundraiser Luncheon
right after the service on July 24th. I want to take just
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that one moment to promote the vision, share why I’m
so passionate about it, and hopefully encourage you
too that—even if you would never take a class—it is the
sort of ministry we at Northside should get behind. ITS
combines the role of local churches to raise up leaders,
with the ability of the academy to intellectually sharpen
them.
And so, the final goal of starting a seminary in Indianapolis
is so that local churches will have that resource to equip
and train more workers for the harvest. Maybe an
ITS graduate will never serve at Northside. But that’s
fine; that just means they are serving somewhere else,
laboring for Kingdom growth somewhere else.
The kind of church planting and church revitalization
our city (and entire world!) needs will not happen
overnight. And it will not happen without intentionality.
And it will not happen without thoroughly trained and
well prepared laborers. Thus, to produce such laborers
someone has to step out on the limb and say, “We have
the vision! We have the guts! We have the endurance
it takes to do this the right way. Because we see the
need for Kingdom growth beyond the walls of our own
church.” My prayer is that Northside would be that kind
of place. Can we take in those preparing for ministry
and help them sharpen their ax (cf. Ecclesiastes 10:10)?
Can we support the efforts of others to do the same?
Can we get behind ITS that has a vision to bring several
churches together with this deliberate effort?
ITS is not everything. That’s why I don’t talk about it all
the time. But it is something. And it is needed in our
city. Come to our luncheon on July 24th right after the
service to hear more. There is no obligation to give or
get involved if you come. But be careful; the Holy Spirit
might just work on you too to get trained and head
off into fulltime vocational ministry! If He does, we’ll all
rejoice in that growth too!
In case you were curious about the rest of that hymn,
here you go:
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How Sweet and
Awesome is the Place
by Isaac Watts, 1707
How sweet and awesome is the place,
With Christ within the doors,
While everlasting love displays
The choicest of her stores.
While all our hearts and all our songs
Join to admire the feast,
Each of us cry, with thankful tongues,
“Lord, why was I a guest?
“Why was I made to hear thy voice,
And enter while there’s room,
When thousands make a wretched choice,
And rather starve than come?”
‘Twas the same love that spread the feast
That sweetly drew us in;
Else we had still refused to taste,
And perished in our sin.
Pity the nations, O our God,
Constrain the earth to come;
Send thy victorious Word abroad,
And bring the strangers home.
We long to see thy churches full,
That all the chosen race
May, with one voice and heart and soul,
Sing thy redeeming grace.
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Northside’s Vision (contined from page 1)
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all that I have commanded you. And
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age”
Matthew 28:19–20 (ESV). What is significant about going is that it assumes relationship. If you just travel to a
fair away land you have not obeyed the Great Commission, not until you build relationships that can channel the Word of God. I envision Northside going into our
community building relational bridges that channel the
Word of God.
Our plan is simple! Let’s turn our attention to our ministry
map:
Life Together: God’s mandate for the church is to go
and make disciples. We believe at Northside this is
done best through a three-fold commitment to…
Gather – Together for worship and Cross Training.
Our ministry map is a three-fold commitment to being
a Word driven church. It starts with Sunday mornings.
Each Sunday morning is intentionally planned to equip
believers to know the Word of God and to learn how
to engage our world with the life transforming Word of
God.
Connect – Gospel communities emphasizing application of the Word in Life Groups. Next, Northside’s map
includes space for us to build relationships that center
on discipleship. Life Groups are designed to be echo
chambers of the word preached on Sunday morning. It
is often the case we hear a sermon on Sunday morning
and by the afternoon we have moved on to something
else forgetting what God was speaking to us about. We
need to allow God’s word time to percolate into our
souls. Life Groups are intended to be a place where
we can challenge one another. Life Groups are also a
place where we can invite unbelievers to join us as we
seek to build a bridge to the world.
Serve – Engaging our neighbors locally and abroad.
Seeking to meet needs and share the Gospel. Third,
Northside’s map calls every member to be committed
to serve. Our community has many needs and God
calls His church to model compassion and love to our
neighborhood. Whether through Life Groups or Covenant Foods we need to have eyes that are able to
see the pain and suffering around us and when possible seeking to alleviate the pain and suffering of our
neighbors.

The Indianapolis Theological Seminary is hosting a Vision Luncheon in the Fireside Room after the service on July 24. Contact the church
office at 317-255-6692 to RSVP.

I am excited to see God use His word to build His church
one brick at a time. I want to encourage you to make
a commitment to be involved by faithfully involving
your family in the life of Northside and watch God use
His word to call believers into a deeper walk with him
and unbelievers into a saving relationship
with His son Jesus Christ.
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Introducing Derrin Slack,
Children’s Ministry Director

Northside’s Personnel Team has been praying and
seeking after the right person to step into the role of
Children’s Ministry Director at our church. But when you
join the staff right before the launch of VBS Kids Camp,
you can’t really say “step into the role.” It’s more accurate to say “get thrown into the deep end.”
Derrin brings a wealth of experience, both in working with young people and in organizing large-scale efforts and productions.
Here are a few words of testimony from Derrin:
“I truly believe Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior
and I am constantly learning more and getting closer
to Him every moment of my life as I see Jesus in everyone and everything I encounter. Whether he shows his
presence through the love of and from my wife and
children, or through the support and guidance from my
wife, church and family or through all of the blessings
He has given me at this point in my life, I see and feel
Jesus working in every aspect of my life.
“Growing up as a ‘Preacher’s Kid’, I have always
had the influence of a church community in my life.
So the values and the importance of my relationship
with Jesus Christ have always been instilled in me at
church and at home since I was a young, mischievous
boy. However, as I got older and started to question
my beliefs and what I was taught in my youth due to
witnessing some things that made me not believe as I
once had, I started to stray away from my early teachings and find what I thought was ‘my own path’ in my
spiritual journey/maturity.
“I was lost. Confused. No direction. No faith. No
moral compass. That is, until the year of 2008 – the year
that has changed my life forever. It was in that year
that I had the opportunity to go on my first mission trip
to Botswana, Africa where I, along with twenty other
fellow students and football teammates from Wabash
College, spread the Word of Christ through Bible stories,
fellowship, and worship. My experience in Botswana ignited a passionate fire within me for Christ that has only
grown larger. In Botswana, I learned more about myself, the world around me, and more about Jesus Christ
and how powerful he is. It was there, that I regained
an indomitable relationship with Christ and I continue
to grow in His Word. This experience prompted me
to embark on a mission to put Christ first in my life by
dedicating myself to take more mission trips whenever
the opportunity presented itself; and, the experience
prompted me to start an organization that gives youth
the opportunity to use their gifts and talents to give
back to others and their community. What my team
and I accomplished in Botswana showed me that I can
make a difference in this world and that I will diligently
work to improve the lives of our youth for I believe our
youth are our greatest resource.”
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The Slack Family:
Derrin & Kala, son
Tyson and daughter
London

Derrin founded and continues
to lead ProAct, a non-profit organization working with youth in
Indianapolis.

Life-Changing Trip: Derrin’s first mission trip to
Botswana was pivotal in his spiritual journey.
In 2014, Derrin
traveled to Ethiopia to minister
with Hope for His
Children.

Prayer of blessing: The Northside family surrounds Derrin
and Kala in
prayer as he
begins his work
with Northside
Kids.
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VBS Kids Camp: July 18-22, 9 AM to Noon at Northside
FREE EVENT for kids age 4 through grade 5
Sign up at www.northsideindy.org.

This summer, take your kids on an adventure like no other, deep within the mysterious
sea. As kids submerge themselves in God’s
Word, they will discover that Jesus didn’t
just see what’s on the outside of people. He
looked deep down on the inside. So grab
your goggles, step into your flippers, and
dive in to find truth below the surface!

“Search me, God, and know my
heart; test me and know my concerns. See if there is any offensive
way in me; lead me in the everlasting way.” Psalm 139:23-24 (HCSB)
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LifeWay Films’ ‘Insanity of God’ to Hit Theaters August 30th

By LifeWay Films
While serving as missionaries in Africa, Nik and Ruth Ripken faced the death of their son and potentially their faith.
Their journey, chronicled by Nik in The Insanity of God (B&H Publishing Group), is now being turned into a film by
the same name.
Released in partnership with the International Mission Board, the movie will be the first theatrical release from LifeWay Films when it opens in 400 theaters across the United States on August 30 as a one-night event.
The Insanity of God movie follows the Ripkens as they go on a mission to interview individuals and “discover what
God has been doing in the toughest parts of the world, retelling the stories of persecuted Christians in Africa,
communist Russia, Asia and the Middle East,” says Trey Reynolds, manager of LifeWay Films. “They discover the
church not only survives under persecution, but it thrives.”
Bringing to the screen a successful B&H book was an easy decision, according to Trent Myers, marketing specialist with LifeWay Films. “For us, it was important to stand behind a product with a great message,” says Myers, “as
well as one LifeWay customers could relate to having read or seen in LifeWay stores. And our relationship with the
Ripken family and the IMB is one we value and are very passionate about.”
Reynolds says they want to provide as much access to The Insanity of God as possible. “Whether an individual or
local church watches this film in theaters on August 30, at a large event in their church, or in the comfort of their
homes, we believe God will use this film and the testimonies to turn the hearts and minds of believers to Him,” he
says. LifeWay is also releasing a Bible study based on Ripken’s book in July.
Reynolds says he hopes this film spurs the church to pray for persecuted believers and to be passionately involved
in the Great Commission.
By Aaron Earls: online editor of FactsAndTrends.net.
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UYC
Ultimate Youth Camp

ULTIMATE YOUTH CAMP (JULY 8-12, 2016)

 ach year our students spend a time away from all the distractions of everyE
day life and focus on their relationship with God. In addition to the awesome
worship time and personal quiet time, there are exciting activities for all the
students. This year, UYC will be at Crossings Camp in Cedarmore, Kentucky.

It’s Time to Pray
• Pray for our campers and leaders.
• Pray for God to keep them safe.
• Pray for spiritual transformation
through the power of God’s word
and through the Holy Spirit working
in the hearts of our youth.

Our IDENTITY is defined by our name,
our core beliefs, our characteristics
that others recognize in us, etc…
At UYC we’ll examine John 4 to see
how our Lord helped the Samaritan
woman see her IDENTITY before she
met Him, and recognize her new
IDENTITY after she met Him.

Camp speaker - Dustin Neeley Dustin has been the Planter
and Lead Pastor of Crossing
Church since its inception in
2005. Before planting Crossing,
Dustin was a Teaching Pastor/
Elder at Sojourn Community
Church in Louisville. Dustin now
writes regularly for The Resurgence and his own Church
Planting blog called Church
Planting for the Rest of Us.
Dustin loves Jesus, his wife and
four kids, preaching, mountain
biking, techie gadgets, Brewster’s Ice Cream, and blowing
things up in video games. He is
also a 2007 graduate of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky.
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The Word of God

God has spoken to his people! This is a glorious
and humbling truth. This course is designed to
help us pay careful attention to what God has
said by learning some important Bible study
tools. How can we read and interpret the Bible most fruitfully, and put it into action in our
lives? Join us for a 12-week course as we explore the crucial role of Bible study in the life of
the church. In Room D110

New Testament II

In this course we will continue our study of the
New Testament by delving into Paul’s “Prison
Epistles”, the book of Hebrews, and everything
written by Peter and John. All are welcome!
In Room D114
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Welcome, Vicki Pearsall

Vicki is the newest member of Northside. She completed our most recent
Membership Matters class and joined
our church in June. Please be sure to
say hello and welcome Vicki as part of
our congregation.
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Women’s Bible Study led by Gail Bland begins
July 10 in D113 at 9:00 AM
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Have You...?

by Donna Kreke, Ministry Volunteer
Have you taken a well-deserved summer vacation with
your family? Or maybe you have a vacation planned.
Volunteers at Covenant Foods are also taking vacations but our “snow birds” have returned, and so, we
continue to serve our community each Tuesday night.
In April, we served 113 families, 25 of which were first
time guests. In May we served 135 families, 24 of which
were first time guests. We are touching our neighbors
with food and the good news of the gospel.
Have you noticed a difference in our sign as of June 1?
The hours have always been 4 -7, but now are posted as
4 - 6:30. So why the change? The number of guests who
arrive after 6:30 is very small. But the process of checking in, going through the bread and produce tables,
and talking with a counselor takes about 20 minutes.
We want to avoid having guests feeling rushed and being disturbed by the noise as we begin to clean up at
the end of the night. So we will still be there until seven
but are hoping this change will assure that guests that
come at the end of the evening have just as positive
an experience as the guests who are first in line.

Backpack Donations
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Covenant Foods will be
collecting back packs and
school supplies during the
month of July. They are given to our guest families with
children. Back to School is
an expensive time for our
families and this is just another way we can help
them. Thank you for your
generous giving and helping to do the Lord’s work.

Have you noticed the Covenant Foods garden? (pictured below) It has become a great way to add many
fresh vegetables to our produce table throughout the
summer. Our guests enjoy seeing what is growing each
week. Many thanks to those who spend long, hot hours
tending to the garden.
Have you remembered to check the bulletin each
week and bring in the needed items that are listed?
The JOY group is asking those that come to the monthly
luncheon to bring an item for the pantry shelf as well.
Maybe your small group can find a way to encourage
each other to fill our shopping carts.
Have you taken the time to shop at and thank our local businesses that donate so generously each week?
They are - Kroger, Fresh Thyme, Papa Johns, Entenmanns, Bob Evans, and Chipotle.
Thank you church for how you continue to support this
ministry, whether you volunteer, or donate, or pray. We
are all working together to make a difference in the
lives of our neighbors.
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Contact Information
Church Office: 317-255-6692
Fax: 317-257-9168
Website: NorthsideIndy.org
Editor: bcross@NorthsideIndy.org

Sunday Classes & Worship
Small Groups - 9:00 AM
Cross Training Classes - 9:30 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Our Staff
Pastoral Staff

Support Staff

Eric Martin
emartin@NorthsideIndy.org
Senior Pastor

Derrin Slack
dslack@northsideindy.org
Children’s Ministry Director

John Reeder
jreeder@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Worship

Micah Langmaack
micah@NorthsideIndy.org
Facilities Manager

Asa Hart
ahart@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Students

Jan Jeter
office@NorthsideIndy.org
Office Assistant

Nicholas Piotrowski
nicholas@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Theological Development

Barbara Cross
bcross@NorthsideIndy.org
Dir. of Communication/Office Admin

Sundays
9:00 - 10:15 AM
•
•
•
•
•

Carter Class - D102
James 1:22 - D109
Living Stones - B203
Men’s Class - D112
Woessner Class - Fireside Room
Jr/Sr High
Assembly Room
Elementary
Kids Cove

Sundays at 9:30 beginning July 3rd

Preschool
Various Rooms

LIFE GROUPS
Lawrence: Sunday evenings
Fishers: Thursday evenings
Newly Married: Sunday
Fall Creek/Binford: Thursday eve.
Women (Fishers): Sunday lunch
Ravenswood: Friday evenings
Contact the office at 317-255-6692 if
you would like to join a group.

