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2019 Pinot Meunier
What is it? Pinot Meunier (MUH-n’yay) is a close
relative to Pinot Noir and was identified as such
before the 16th century. Based on recent DNA
“fingerprinting”, an early Pinot vine and a vine
called “Gouais Blanc” are the parents of Pinot
Meunier and other varieties, including Pinot Noir
and Chardonnay. The name “Meunier” is a French
word meaning “the miller”. This term is given to
Pinot Meunier due to the distinctive, flour-dusted
appearance on its leaves.
What is it like as a still wine? Pinot Meunier was
traditionally used to make sparkling wine,
however as a still wine it is very similar to Pinot Noir. Pinot Meunier is
appreciated for its aromatics, fruitiness, soft tannins and spicy finish. It is a
varietal that provides its most pleasure within 3 to 5 years of the vintage.
Tasting Notes: Jolly Rancher cherry red.
Translucent transcends to scents of Christmas
past, dark chocolate covered cherries, freshly
grated cinnamon stick and a waft of allspice from
a still cooling pumpkin pie. Elegant and lithe,
playful on the palate with intention and discipline
providing virtuous restraint. That’s as far as I go.
And just as pretty as the day is long. Unfined,
Unfiltered and Unrepentant.
Amalie Robert Estate was founded by Dena Drews
and Ernie Pink in 1999. Dena and Ernie left the
corporate world behind and began a journey to
grow Pinot Noir in the last best place on earth.

"...for fans of the delicate, graceful school of
Pinot Noir, which is decidedly the style that’s emphasized here. A wide range
of wines, almost entirely Pinot Noir, are made from the 35 acres of estate
vines, and Drews and Pink aren’t afraid to hold them back for late or
successive releases depending on the personality of each individual bottling.
In warm vintages the effects of the weather express themselves on the wines
here, but rarely do they head into dark fruit territory…”
Josh Raynolds, Vinous, December 2016
2015 Pinot Meunier Accolades: 91 points – Vinous, February 2018
2014 Pinot Meunier Accolades: 92 points – Vinous, January 2017

