
 
FENCES 

 
The Village of Roselle Building Code defines a fence as an accessory structure that is a 
barrier and is used as a boundary, screen, separation, means of privacy, protection, or 
confinement and is constructed of wood, plastic (PVC), metal masonry or other similar 
material.  Fence permits are required for all new, enlarged, altered or replaced fences. 
 
HEIGHT LIMITATIONS 
Fences located in the interior side yard or the rear yard shall not exceed six feet (6’).  
Fences located in the front yard or the corner side yard shall not exceed three feet (3’) 
in height and must be seventy percent (70%) open. 
 
LOCATION LIMITATIONS 
Homeowners must ensure that any fence they install is entirely on their property.  The 
bottom of the fence shall be three inches (3”) above ground level to allow drainage 
swales to function properly.  If there is a better side of the fence then it must face away 
from the property. 
 
• No fence shall be installed directly on the property line.  Fence posts should be 

placed six inches (6”) inside the owner’s property on the side of the fence facing the 
owner’s property.  The depth of the fence posts should be one-half (½) the height of 
the fence.  Fill should be base gravel with concrete fill six inches (6”) below grade.  
In corners, or at supporting gates, the depth shall be to the frost line. 

• Fences shall not be placed closer than eighteen inches (18”) from telephone, 
electrical, cable or gas pedestals that would interfere with the maintenance of the 
pedestals.  Fences shall not be placed on storm manholes, catch basins or pipes. 

• Homeowners are responsible for locating their sump pump line. 
 
PERMIT FEE & REVIEW 
The Building Inspector usually requires up to four (4) business days to review a building 
permit application for a fence, and if approved, fence permits are seventy five dollars 
($75). 
 
BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATION 
Applicants must submit the following items for a permit to construct alter or repair a 
fence. 
 
1. A Completed Building Permit Application with all contractors listed. 

• A contractor must have a current license before the Village will release a 
permit. 

• The Village does not require homeowners to have a contractor’s license in 
order to demolish, rehabilitate, alter or repair their own home or property. 



2. An accurate, up-to-date plat of survey depicting the proposed location and size of 
the improvement. 

 
AFTER APPROVAL & DURING CONSTRUCTION 
 
Homeowners or contractors should display the permit card onsite and must schedule 
inspections at least twenty-four (24) hours in advance by calling (630) .   

 
 

   
   

   
   

    
 

 
 

 
 
* Community Development Department Staff can help determine whether a homeowner 

can construct an improvement before they apply for a building permit or hire an 
architect or contractor.  Homeowners should bring an accurate, up-to-date plat of 
survey to the Community Development Department in Village Hall with the 
improvement(s) depicted to-scale and Staff will provide feedback – this may require a 
few days. 
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