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CHANGE CAN BE A GOOD THING!
Our club needs to continue to grow and look for new
opportunities to serve the Village. New people in the
various roles can have a fresh insight. Soon it will be time
to change officers and committee chairs in our club. We
know sometimes it can be difficult to get someone to agree
to take a leadership role.
Please read the following and think how it could apply to
you and/or our club. I heard a story about a Jr. high football
team. A young seventh grade boy came out for the team.
He had never played football before, but wanted to learn
and be part of the team. The coach made them run laps
after practice. The older boys were more fit and used to the
workouts but the younger boy wasn’t. He was falling way
behind, losing hope. An older team mate finished his laps,
picked up his water bottle and headed towards the locker
room. Then, he noticed the tired young boy struggling. He
dropped his water bottle, ran out on the field next to the
boy and ran with him, encouraging him all the way.
Do we, as experienced leaders choose to be an
encourager, helper, or mentor? I believe if the inexperienced leaders knew we were there to help; we might find
more people willing to take on the various roles. Please give
careful consideration when asked to take on a new role in
the club. I assure you the Nominating Committee has taken
a great deal of time considering which individuals would be
best suited to the various roles. Stepping out of our
“comfort zones” leads to growth as individuals.
Cheryl

Floral Designer, Lori Dupont
from Floral Acres will
demonstrate how to create
topiaries using sedums and
succulents.

2nd-General Meeting-7:00 pm
United Methodist Church Hall
10th-District IX annual meeting &
luncheon
14th-22nd Flower & Garden Show
Navy Pier
16th-Board Meeting-6:30pm
Antioch Library Board Room

Colette Monahan, Hostess Nancy
Billsborrow, Kendall Victorine, Nancy
Zitkus
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Annual Fundraiser Plant Sale Heads-Up!
Our annual Perennial Sale will be held
on Sat, May 16th at the protected Williams Park pavilion, 741 Main St Antioch
(behind the library, near the train depot) from 10am -1pm.
Your donations of time, baked goods,
established perennials, annuals, and
garden-related items/decor will be
needed for this to be a successful fundraiser. I realize that most of us can’t
think past all that white stuff covering our flower beds, however seed - starting
and houseplant divisions can take place soon. Please think about what you can
contribute.
A volunteer is needed to organize the Bake Sale tables
We need a volunteer or two to place Sale posters in Antioch business storefronts
I’ll be bringing pots with trays & craftstix (for you to label your plants) to future
meetings. However, please remember to save your pots from season to season.
A sign-up sheet will be passed around at the next 3 meetings on which you can
write down the type of perennial you might bring. I can then make-up a horticulture I D with photo.
We always have fun and learn more about horticulture during this event.
Mark your calendars, tell your friends and save your purchasing dollars for our
Club’s fundraiser on Sat, May 16th. Thanks, in advance, to all those that make my
job easier and proud to be part of such a hard-working bunch!

Cindy Cartner

chrysalis40@att.net

847.395.8902
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TO ALL MEMBERS!!
Regular Membership - $25.00

Dues for Couples - $40.00

2015-2016

Payment can be made by April 1, 2015 to Treasurer, Nancy Zitkus. If you wish to send your
dues, my address is 1037 Spafford Street, Antioch, Illinois, 60002.
Please fill out the following information and return to me when paying your dues. We have
also included a line for your Email address if you have one.
Detach here and Return to Nancy Zitkus
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————--

NAME:________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________________

CITY:______________________STATE____________ZIP______________________________

HOME PHONE:________________________________________________________________

BUSINESS PHONE:_____________________________________________________________

E MAIL:______________________________________________________________________ _

BIRTHDAY __(Date & Month)___________________________________________________
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Please welcome our newest member Mary Lou Balasz of Antioch!

“One swallow does not make a summer, but one skein of geese, cleaving
the murk of March thaw, is the Spring.”
-Aldo Leopold

Leek and Potato Soup
4 leek stalks, white parts only, washed and thinly sliced
1 tablespoon unsalted margarine or vegetable oil
4 medium white potatoes, peeled and quartered
1 quart chicken stock
1 pint half-and-half
1 tablespoon each fresh chervil, chives, and parsley, minced and mixed
Salt and pepper, to taste
In a 4-quart soup pot, sauté the leeks in unsalted margarine or oil over medium heat for 3 minutes, Add
the3 potatoes and chicken stock. Bring to a boil, reduce the heat to medium, cover, and simmer fro 20
minutes. Turn off the heat, and let cool for 5 minutes.
Pour the leeks, potatoes, and chicken stock into a food processor or blender. Puree, then return to the
soup pot. Add the half-and half and about three-quarters of the minced herbs.
Simmer over low heat for 10 minutes. Do not boil or the milk will curdle. Salt and pepper to taste. Serve
the soup in bowls, and sprinkle the remaining herbs on top.
Serves 4
Recipe from “Beautiful Easy Herbs” by Laurence Sombke
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BIRD’S EYE
VIEW
Is the Garden Dirt
Shrinking?
It may look that way but due to inclement
weather in February, we had no meeting. The information published in our newsletter has an ebb and
flow like the seasons. Occasionally we have an abundance of information to convey and sometimes we
have little.
This is not unusual. When we have events such
as the Plant Sale and Garden Walk we include as
much information as needed for our members and
the public.
The newsletter has to have an even number of
pages for printing purposes. This makes fillers necessary at times. So if you have recipes or other garden
related information you would like included in the
‘Dirt’ ; please contact Cheryl Tapia
at 847-838-3405 or tapiacheryl@gmail.com.
Please remember to include the source information.
If you would like to know more about creating
and editing the newsletter I would be happy to teach
you. The Antioch Public Library has the Publisher
2010 program for the public to use. If you can use
Microsoft Word you can learn Publisher.

Thank you

Cheryl Tapia

INDOORS
 Start warmth-loving crops—such as tomatoes,
peppers, and eggplants—indoors under lights.
 Transplant early tomatoes into larger pots,
planting the stem deeper into the soil for additional root growth.
 Start annual flowers, such as marigolds and zinnias, indoors under lights.
 Start seeds of perennials—such as columbine
(Aquilegia spp.), campanula, bellflower
(Campanula spp.), blanket flower (Gaillardia
spp.), globeflowers (Trollius spp.), and pyrethrum
(Tanacetum coccineum)—indoors under lights.
OUTDOORS
 Tie up ornamental grasses, and use a serrated
bread knife to cut them back to a few inches
above ground level.
 Trim dead or damaged branches from trees,
shrubs, and roses.
 In the vegetable garden, begin to plant potatoes,
peas, lettuce, radishes, and carrots.
 Late in the month, transplant pansies outdoors;
also, sow seeds of nasturtiums and sweet peas.
 At month's end, transplant an early tomato outdoors, protected by a Wallo'Water. Before you
plant, fill the planting hole with warm water.

Editor

With their colorful leaves, sculptural shapes, and simple care, succulents are beautiful yet forgiving
plants for pots. If grown in containers, these dry-climate jewels—which include but are not limited to
cacti—can be brought indoors in winter and so can thrive anywhere in the world.
In this inspiring compendium, the popular author of Designing with Succulents provides everything
beginners and experienced gardeners need to know to create stunning container displays of exceptionally
waterwise plants. The extensive palette includes delicate sedums, frilly echeverias, cascading senecios,
edgy agaves, and fat-trunked beaucarneas, to name just a few. Easy-to-follow, expert tips explain soil
mixes, overwintering, propagation, and more.
Define your individual style as you effectively combine patterns, colors, textures, and forms. Discover
how top designers interpret the dramatic options, in ideas ranging from exquisite plant-and-pot
combinations to extraordinary topiaries and bonsai. Expand your repertoire with plump-leaved plants that resemble pebbles,
stars, and undersea creatures. Short on space? Create vertical gardens and hanging baskets, and use daisylike rosettes in wall
displays.
Each of the more than 300 photographs offers an inspiring idea. A-to-Z descriptions cover 350 of the best succulents, plus
companion plants. Whether your goal is a gorgeous potted garden for a sunny windowsill or outdoor living area—or simply
making great gifts—this is a comprehensive primer for creating vibrant, living works of art.
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