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Juneteenth Remembered in Grand Marais
By Kitty Mayo
Last Friday people
gathered, fully masked
and practicing strict social distancing, at the
First Congressional
Church parking lot in
Grand Marais for a
peace vigil recognizing
June 19th, or Juneteenth.

People gathered along Highway 61 in Grand Marais marking
Juneteenth on Friday, June 19.

Juneteenth, a combination of
the words “June” and “nineteenth”, commemorates the day
in 1865 that the end of slavery
was announced in Texas. An official state holiday in Texas since
1980, Minnesota recognized this
year's Juneteenth as a Juneteenth
Freedom Day, with calls by some

to make it an official state holiday.
Called the longest-running African-American holiday,
Juneteenth is typically a celebration of the end of slavery. This
year many also voiced issues related to the killing of George

Mail-In Voting: By the
Numbers
By Kitty Mayo
In the state of Minnesota all
registered voters have the right
to vote by mail, an option that is
appealing to many during the
Covid-19 pandemic. (Unregistered residents of Minnesota can
register online or by mail and
vote by mail, see website for the
Secretary of State at:
sos.state.mn.us.)
The Secretary of State, Steve
Simon, is urging voters to use
voting by mail in upcoming elections. Studies show that voter
fraud is very rare.
If you have an email address
and Minnesota driver's license,
ID, or a social security number
you will be able to apply online
to have an absentee ballot sent to
you by looking up: “Vote Early
by Mail” on the Secretary of
State website .

Minnesota's primary election
on August 11 will be a chance for
voters to decide the Republican
and DFL nominees for U.S. Senate, and for U.S. Representative.
In some areas of Minnesota (not
northeastern Minn.) nominees for
state legislative seats will also be
on the ballot.
Vote by mail for the primary
from June 26th through August
10th. A witness signature is not
required for the primary election
even though there will still be a
witness signature box on the ballot.
Vote by mail for the November
elections will be from September
18th through November 2nd.
Absentee/Mail-in ballots must
be postmarked on or before election day, or can be dropped at the
Lake County Courthouse by 3:00
pm on election day to be counted.

Covid-19 Update: Lake
County Totals 5 cases, Cook
County Remains at 1

Floyd and racial disparities.
In Grand Marais people left
the vigil to walk down and line
both sides of Highway 61 in
downtown, where many held
signs raising awareness about
the Black Lives Matter movement.

Lake County Chamber
Promotes
Pr
omotes Take the Lake
County Pledge
By Kitty Mayo
In an effort to make reopening
businesses in Lake County as
safe as possible during the
Covid-19 pandemic, Lake
County Chamber of Commerce
has issued a Take the Lake
County Pledge campaign to visitors in the area.
The Lake County Pledge is a
voluntary agreement to follow
the best practices and safety procedures to slow the spread of
Covid-19 while visiting the
county. At the Chamber's website
(lakecounty-chamber.com) visitors can sign on to the guest
pledge to be counted on doing
their part to keep themselves and
the community safe by following
a few simple guidelines (wearing
face coverings in public places
and places of business, practicing
physical distancing recommendations, etc.).
The Pledge is an attempt by
area businesses and the Chamber
to encourage responsible public
behavior as more visitors return
to the area.

Janelle Jones, LCCC president,
says that local businesses have
been seeing an increase in customers, and expects that traveling
closer to home will still bring
many tourists to the north shore.
“With reopening we know
people coming here is inevitable,
and even though it's going to be a
different sort of summer, businesses are trying to be creative
and respectful of the situation,”
said Jones, “We are getting the
message out that Lake County
has wide open spaces.”
Businesses that are opening
will soon have more signage up
indicating that, as well as how to
find the website to sign up for the
Pledge.
Jones says that bi-weekly
Zoom meetings are still under
way for local businesses to check
in and stay abreast of state regulations and expectations as they
adapt to functioning in an evolving mode.

By Kitty Mayo
One more positive case for
Covid-19 was added to the cases
in Lake County over the weekend, bringing the total there to
five. Cook County has had just
one confirmed case.
Greg Ruberg, CEO/president at
Lake View Hospital and Clinic in
Two Harbors, commented that
with good coordination with
Lake County public health,
preparation and instituting best
practices for slowing the spread
of the virus has contributed to a
relatively low case count in the
area thus far.

“We've known right along that
if we do everything recommended to the best of our abilities, using the knowledge we
have at the time, we could prevent a major surge. Even if we
have done extra work, you can't
error in the other direction,” said
Ruberg, adding that if enough
people continue to do the right
thing in following precautions a
major surge in the near future
might be prevented.
Ruberg sees the experience in
Covid-19 response as a sound

way to prepare for any future epidemics. According to the World
Health Organization, risk of future global pandemics is on the
rise, with factors including the
ease of travel and intercontinental air travel, and deforestation
bringing more humans into contact with wildlife.
“We were not prepared for this
virus, but we are probably going
to need these public health strategies in the future, and we'll be
better prepared for what comes,”
said Ruberg.

In Minnesota testing indicates
that protests and gatherings in
the wake of George Floyd's
death have not contributed to a
surge in cases, and the number
of deaths in the state and ICU
bed occupancy appears to be
currently trending downward.
Increased cases in other states
that began reopening sooner
than Minnesota have been
linked to indoor gatherings, such
as bars, and churches.
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