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LakeviewVillage
   Assisted Living Apartments
    v    Meals Provided
    v  Housekeeping Services
    v  Wellness checks
           - Medication management
    v  Activities 

   Units Available
Call Tanya Powell for a tour 622-3131

“Experience the Comfort and Security of 
Retirement Living in the Amanas”
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Feathers continues on page 2
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Service Company Holiday Schedule
  The Amana Society service company will be 
closed on December 25th, 26th and January 1st for 
the holidays.

Amana Heritage Society Calls All 
Hardy Volunteers!!

  We hope to assemble a crew of Amana Heritage 
Family & Friends to help with an important project.  
A number trees need to be cut down at the Ama-
na Heritage Museum and the Homestead Village 
Church.  Much of the wood will make good firewood. 
Some friends have already offered to provide some 
pieces of larger equipment.  We still need a number 
of helpers to cut, load wood, and remove it from our 
property. We are looking at doing this work over a 
few weekends in January.  If you would like to help, 
please either call the museum at 319.622.3567 or 
email at amanaheritage@southslope.net and we’ll 
add you to the contact list for more information.  
Lunch will be provided!!  Thanks!!

Amana Heritage Society

Amana Church Society news  
  The Combined Sunday Service and Sunday 
School Christmas program will be in the Amana 
Church Sunday, December 17, 2023 starting 10:00 
A.M. with Br. Mike Shoup presiding.
  Opening Hymn: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
  Testimony: Johann Friedrich Rock, Himbach, De-
cember 25, 1735
  Scripture: Matthew 18: 1- 4
                    Psalm 8 
  Sunday School Christmas Pageant
  After Pageant: “Away in a Manger” 
  Closing Hymn: “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  
  Song sheets will be provided.  Please join us, all 
are welcome!
  The Wednesday Evening Prayer Service 
(Nachtgebet) begins at 7:00 P.M. in Middle.

Reminder when using the 
Amana Colonies Trail:

  The gates on the trail along the Millrace are 
closed with this wet weather and will likely re-
mained closed with temperatures above freezing.  
Your help in keeping bikes off that section of the 
trail when the gates are closed would be greatly ap-
preciated.
  We would also like to remind everyone that no 
motorized vehicles should be accessing the trail.  
Vehicles can cause damage to the bridge planks 
and the trails surface.  Please be respectful and 
keep all motorized vehicles off all sections of the 
trail in all weather.

FEATHERS IN THE WIND
  When I was five, our teacher insisted that we 
learn to line up by height and march. I had no idea 
what marching meant since it was not something 
that my friend, Donna, and I did for recreation after 
a day of yelling and causing mayhem between our 
two houses. 
  Upon being shown what we had to do, all I could 
figure out was that marching was walking around 
and stomping one’s feet loudly. If one had metal taps 
on their shoes, all the better, I reasoned. Naturally, 
my parents were real spoil sports and always had 
me wearing “sensible shoes” which usually meant 
rubber soles (I did not have beautiful patent leather 
Mary Jane shoes with the one strap across the arch 
until I was over twenty years old and bought a pair 
for myself. At that age, I was too old, but I coveted 
that style so much that it did not matter.)
  Now, back to the marching. Some of us had fa-
thers who had been in the armed forces, so we fig

blood drive
  The Amana Library will host an ImpactLife Blood 
Drive on December 19 & 21 from 1:30 to 6:00 at the 
Donor Bus, in the Amana Library/Elementary Park-
ing Lot, 3023 220th Trail, Middle Amana. 
  To sign up, and schedule, please call the Ama-
na Library 319-622-3192 or email amanalibrary@
ccaschools.org. As a THANK YOU, donors will re-
ceive a gift card or a donation to area food banks! 

 Michele Maring Miller 
Art Gallery    

20% off  Michele’s work. 
(at least 15 new works) 

10% off  everything else including: 
antiques, political button collection, toys, 

Amana Rockers and rugs, glass ware, 
pewter, and much more. 

Different special each week and refreshments. 
Open 10-5 Fri - Sunday. Sale Ends 
Dec. 23rd  or call 319-249-4524

FOR SALE
IN HOMESTEAD

Bohemian Glass, Copper Cook Ware,
Beautiful Dry Sink, Antique Clock,

Amana Clock Shelves, 
Madame Alexander Dolls,

Misc. Kitchen Ware & Much More!
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

CALL TOM JOHNSON: (319) 551-6691
TO ARRANGE A DATE & TIME.

News & Notes continues on page 2

A M A N AN EWS AND NOTES
Ox Yoke Inn’s New Cookbook
Sharing Recipes and Stories

  Since 1940, the Ox Yoke Inn in Amana has been 
serving food family style. 
  “Now after 84 years we want to tell our story the 
best way we know how – through our food.  We’ve 
collected 67 of our recipes, from our rhubarb me-
ringue pie to our pickled ham, in this first ever Ox 
Yoke Inn cookbook, Our Recipes Our Story,” said 
Bill Leichsenring, owner of the Ox Yoke Inn. 
  Filled with recipes from the restaurant and the 
Leichsenring family, the text was written by Emilie 
Hoppe.  Designed by Deanna Roberts, To the Letter 
Type and Design, it is illustrated with photos from 
the Ox Yoke Inn, Ed Kempf, Impact Photo/ Joe Pho-
to along with historical photos and illustrations from 
the Amana Heritage Museum, the Milwaukee Public 
Library and from the Leichsenring family.  
  The book shares stories about William and Lina 
Leichsenring, good memories of friends, family and 
co-workers, stories of Amana and its past and the 
growth and changes Amana has experienced. 
“Decades ago, I was able to interview William and 
Lina several times for Willkommen.” said Hoppe. 
“So when Bill asked me to help with this project, I 
got out those tapes and notes. I talked to friends 
and family. Bill shared his stories and he is the best 
story-teller. He told me so many stories … about 
the day the place almost burnt down, about how he 
took on the job, Bill was barely 20-years-old when 
he became the restaurant’s full-time manager,  the 
day the wall fell down, the wonderful people who’ve 
work at the restaurant. . . so many memories.”
  “Here were William and Lina who grew up in com-
munal Amana. William and his cousin, Henry, leave 
Amana to play baseball and see the world. They 
go to Milwaukee and get jobs. William worked days 
at the Phoenix Hosiery Company and nights at the 
Wisconsin Roof Garden,  a huge dance hall down-
town. They miss Amana kitchen house cooking so 
they gravitate to the German restaurants in Milwau-
kee where William became friends with the restau-
rant owners, the Maders and Karl Ratzsch. William 
dreams of owning his own restaurant. He returns to 
Amana, marries Lina in 1932 and they made their 
dream happen.”
  “They worked really hard. They made their future 
possible and isn’t that our Amana story post-Great 
Change? Our grandparents had to make their way 
in the world, dream big, take risks. The Amana we 
know today exists as a historical site, a visitor attrac-
tion and a place to be proud of, because the genera-
tion post Great Change, post World War II, did not 
give up. They saw something here worth preserving 
and building upon.” 
  The Ox Yoke Inn Our Recipes Our Story is avail-
able now for sale at the Ox Yoke Inn. 

Last Weekend for Tannenbaum Forest
Music is Highlighted

  The past three weekends have been very busy 
ones at the Tannenbaum Forest in the Festhalle. 
This weekend is the last weekend the forest is open, 
so don’t miss this chance to see it.
The Forest is open Friday 11 – 5 p.m.; 10 a.m. – 7 
p.m. Saturday; and Sunday 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. No, 
Santa is not scheduled to be at the forest this week-
end. 
  However, the band, Highway 151,  will be per-
forming at the Tannenbaum Forest from 1 – 3 p.m. 
on Saturday, Dec. 16. 
  This weekend you may make the cocoa and hot 
beverage crawl Saturday 10 – 5 p.m. starting at the 
Amana Colonies Visitor Center. For $10 you receive 
a mug and a passport to sample drinks up and down 
the streets of the village. Then enter to win an Ama-
na Colonies gift certificate. 
Also this weekend Jake Schrodt performs at Fire-
side Winery near Conroy on Sunday, 1 – 4 p.m.  
while on Friday night Nick Stika will be playing at 
the Brau Haus, Amana, from  6 – 9 p.m. 

 Sunday School Christmas Program 
Sunday Morning

   All are welcome to the annual Amana Church 
Sunday School Christmas service at the Amana 
Church in Amana at 10 a.m. Sunday, December 17.  
The service will include some of your favorite 
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Brenda Neuendorf 
319-239-3797 

Bneuendorf@pinnaclerealtyia.com 
Pinnacle Realty Licensed Realtor in the State of Iowa

For Sale        
Main floor living or commercial space. 

For Sale        
708 47th Ave 
Main Amana

$205,000
1 bd, 1 bath 
Apartment 
Upstairs

Feathers from page 1

Sandersfeld Family Christmas concert
  The Shawn Sandersfeld family invites you to join 
them in celebrating Christ at the Sandersfeld Fam-
ily Music Ministry Christmas Concert on Thursday, 
December 21, 2023. 6:30 pm at the Amana Perform-
ing Arts Center (Old Creamery Theatre building). In-
clement weather date will be Friday, December 22.
  Enjoy unique arrangements of contemporary and 
traditional Christmas carols performed by the family 
on piano, guitar, bells, marimba and more. The con-
cert is free, with a free will offering available.

The Amana Society Bulletin is published by the Amana Print Shop 
for the Amana Society Inc.and distributed free as a public service to 

the Amana Community. On-line at: amanacoloniestoday.com
Email: amanaprintshop@southslope.net

Amana Area Fellowship 
Family Christmas Dinner

Please join us for a Christmas Celebration: Christmas 
meal, Christmas carols, and  a short devotional. 

All to celebrate the birth of Christ! This Thursday, 
December 14, 2023 in the Amana Performing Arts 

Center  6:00 P.M. Main dish will be provided. 
See sign-up details for sides and desserts at

www.amanaareafellowship.org   and on Facebook

ured that we had to make them proud by marching 
correctly. My father had been a sailor, so I had my 
doubts about how much he marched. I was, how-
ever, making plans to wear the coat that Granny 
Evans made for me from his blue navy jacket, along 
with the buttons that had the anchors on them and 
the navy insignia on the sleeve. My mother was go-
ing to have to get it out of storage along with the hat 
so I could really show off (this never came to be). 
  Mrs. Hall’s next devious plan was to have us line 
up by height. No problem there because we had 
to do that for school pictures already and had ex-
perience. Pamela Geiger, Pat Zuber, and maybe 
Gayle Baumgartel and I were the tallest. Oh, sure, 
there was Jimmy Furman, and maybe Russell Eh-
rman who were taller, but they were boys, and who 
counted boys?
  Well, we marched and marched and marched. It 
got boring fast, so Mrs. Hall had us divide up and 
march in different lines. This was getting tricky. She 
had us marching all over the room, and we were get-
ting upset, so we started pushing and giving each 
other orders. Naturally, no one listened. She finally 
had us go back to our seats and resume our stud-
ies. The next day was a repeat. It just went on and 
on until our parents came to see us perform. Well, 
the parents were impressed and even clapped. We 
figured then that our marching was now over, and 
life could return to normal. Fat chance because, in 
second grade, not only did we have to sing “Amer-
ica” every single day, but President Eisenhower 
declared a change in the Pledge of Allegiance so 
now we had to insert the words “under God.” Then, 
in fourth grade, we had a MAN for a teacher, and 
he had the nerve to teach us Roman numerals and 
fractions. School was getting harder. Who knew 
what would come next!                                  B.S.H.

“THE ACLUD CORNER”
Did You Know?....
  It is OK to use pressure-treated lumber for typical 
Amana-style post and board fencing. However, use 
brown pressure-treated lumber (Cedar Tone), not the 
green pressure-treated lumber. Over time, the color 
in the brown lumber will wash out/bleach out and it 
will get that grayish tinge just like cedar wood. But the 
green lumber will never achieve that same look.
  For further information regarding your local govern-
ment visit our website www.aclud.org or call the office 
in Amana at 319-622-3840.

Amana Area Fellowship 
Come all who are thirsty

Sunday Church Services 
@ 9:00 a.m.

Starting January 14th & 28th

At the Amana Performing 
Arts Center

(Former Old Creamery Theatre)

www.amanaareafellowship.org

Price Creek Event Center & Yana’s 
Ladies Boutique/Clothes Encounter 

Boutique. Thank you for your 
continued support 

throughout the year. 
Cutler Family and 

Staff

    Happy Holiday Season
and   

Peaceful New Year!

Colonial Manor of Amana is hiring!
Part time Housekeeper  5:30 am - 2:00 pm
Part time Dietary Aide  5:30 am - 1:30 pm 

or 5:30 am -10:00 am
Call Tanya at 319-622-3131

Amana Retirement Community

 Food Drive Collection at Colonial Manor
 Nursing Home.  Non perishable food donated to 

those who are in need this holiday season.  
We continue to collect in December and January, at 

our facility.  Questions/concerns Contact Joey. 
319-622-3131

      Amana Elementary School and Community Library

              Stuff the Stocking Fundraiser
Dear Library Patron,
  The library provides many services to our patrons 
including various quality reading materials, computer and 
internet access, special programs, and much more. Your 
donations enable us to expand and maintain these services. This 
year we would like to honor long-time Library Advisory Board 
member Terry Roemig and her immeasurable impact on our li-
brary community. With Terry’s passing the library will designate 
the dollars raised this year to purchase a special bookshelf and 
books as a tribute to her love of reading and her love of sharing 
reading with others. Her wisdom, kindness, sense of humor, and 
generosity will be greatly missed!
  The Amana Library Foundationconsiders the future needs of 
the library. You may also choose this option for your donation. 
Please consider donating to Terry’s memorial or to the Amana 
Library Foundation. Both donations are tax deductible under 
501 (c)(3). Fill out the bottom portion and use the addressed en-
velope to return. You may also use this link or scan the QR Code 
to donate online. https://ia-clearcreek

amana-lite.intouchreceipting.com/ 

Library Hours: Mon: 8-3; Tues: 8-6; 
Wed: 8:00-1:00; Thur: 8-6; Fri: 8-6; 
Sat 9-Noon. Contact: Heather Fox 
email: heatherfox@ccaschools.org 
Phone: (319) 622-3192. Website:
http://www.ccaschools.org/ amanalibrary@ccaschools.org
Like us Facebook: Amana Elementary School and Community Library

Thank-you For Your Continued Support of the Library!

Name:____________________________________
Address:___________________________________
_________________________________________
Amount for your tax deductible donation:______________
For Current Library materials _____________________ 
For the Library Foundation Fund __________________

Please make checks payable to the Amana Library and send to:  
Amana Library, 3023 220th Trail, Amana, IA 52203

Bulletin Deadlines: 
Most Articles & ads - Tues. 5:00 PM 
Very Small Ads/articles -  Wed. Noon

Want to Buy 
-Reloading Equipment
-Presses and Dies
-Large and Small Estates

-Muzzleloaders and Firearms: Vintage & Modern
Will also do Appraisals & Consignment Sales

Call, Text or Email   JOEL VZ (319) 530-1234
jvanzante@southslope.net

-Bullets and Brass
-Shooting Sports Items
-Supplies and Ammo

________________________________________
Help Wanted________________________________________

Sales Associate Needed for Fireside Winery in the 
Village - Main Amana.  Wednesday and Thursdays 
and occasional weekends.  $15/hour plus tips.
Contact cassie@firesidewinery.com for more infor-
mation.________________________________________

Wanted/Wanted to buy________________________________________
BUYING All ANTIQUES; Toys, signs, Furniture, 
Crocks, Paintings, textiles, automotive, oddities and 
the unusual. Any condition. Fair cash prices paid. 
Call or text 319-270-1251/Jack Cirkl.______________________________________

 For Rent/ lease____________________________________
2 BR Apt in South Amana. No smoking, background 
check, deposit. Call Larry at 319-540-9351________________________________________

News & Notes from page 1
Christmas hymns and carols with refreshments fol-
lowing the program.
  Take note that the annual Christmas Eve candle-
light service will be at the Middle Amana Church on 
December 24 at 8 p.m. This is an informal, come 
as you are, service focusing upon the Christmas 
gospel message with favorite hymns and carols. 
On Christmas Day, Dec. 24, the service will be at 
the Middle Amana Church  at 10 a.m. and will high-
light the “Joy of the Christmas.” The Amana Church 
Choir is set to perform at both the Christmas Eve 
and the Christmas Day services and is currently 
practicing several contemporary Christmas hymns 
plus the traditional, “Lo, How a Rose E’re Bloom-
ing.” The choir is led by Elder Kristie Yoder.  Every-
one is welcome to all services.


